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BURGUNDY- 

Great  S I R, 

THE  Book  I  prefume 
to  prefent  your  High- 
nefs,  and  to  which  you 
have  been  pleas'd  to  allow 
your  Auguft  Name  to  be  pre- 
lix'd,  is  not  a  Work  of  that 
Nature  as  to  require  along 
Exercife  and  Application  of 
the  moft  refin'd  Reafon  and 
fublimeft  Judgment  •  it  is 
none  of  the  Number  of  thofe 
abftrufe  Sciences,  for  the  Atr 
taining  whereof,  to  any  Per- 
A  2  feclion, 
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fe6Hon,  the  whole  Life  of 
the  ableft  Geometricians 
would  fcarce  fuffice,  and  the 
Knowledge  of  which  coft 
your  Highnefs  but  a  few 
Hours  in  your  tender  Years  ; 
I  mean  of  thofe  Sciences, 
which  as  they  enlighten  the 
Underftanding,  fo  at  the 
fame  Time  they  often  puff 
it  up  with  Vanity  and  Pride, 
by  accuftoming  it  never  to 
fubmit  to  any  thing  lefs  than 
Demonftration. 

This  is  a  Piece,  Great  Sir, 
which  may  be  read,  without 
the  Afliftance  of  thofe  pro- 
found Meditations,  that  have 
taken  up  your  Mind,  ever 
fmceitwas  capable  of  form- 
ing iolid  Idea's,  and  under- 
ftanding 
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ftanding  the  Language  of 
Truth.  It  is  nearer  within 
the  Reach  of  the  Generali- 
ty of  Mankind,  and  confe- 
quently  more  Ufeful  to  the 
Publick,  and  yet  I  hope  it 
will  not  therefore  the  left 
deferve  your  Highnefs's  At- 
tention. You  encourage  and 
prote6l  Arts,  as  Avell  as  the 
moft  lofty  Sciences,  being 
convinced  that  they  not  only 
contribute  towards  Inftrucl:- 
ing  the  Mind,  but  forming 
the  Manners  of  Men  ;  and 
roufe  up  the  Affe6Hon  to 
them  by  your  Generofity, 
and  by  thofe  Moments  you 
devote  to  improve  them. 

The  V ariety  of  Accidents, 
which  occur  in  the  Accounts 

of 
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of  Travels,  compote  one  of 
the  moll  lpritely  Parts  of 
Hiffcory,  as  is  the  Diverfity 
of  Cuftoms  and  Manners  they 
lay  before  us,  in  their  feveral 
Countries  one  of  the  moll 
Ufeful  ;  but  as  remote  and 
different  as  the  feveral  Na- 
tions, the  World  is  compos'd 
of,  are  in  Behaviour  and  O- 
pinions,  a  Diftance  greater 
than  even  that  of  the  feve- 
ral Parts  of  Heaven  under 
which  they  live ;  yet  they  all 
concenter  and  are  united  in 
the  Veneration  they  pay  to 
your  Illuflrious  Blood,  and 
they  all  join  in  Admiring 
thole  Princes,  who  have  de- 
fended from  it.    This  Ad- 
miration Daily  increafes,  as 

thofe 
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thole  far  disjoin'd  Nations 
hear  the  Fame  of  the  migh- 
ty Exploits,  which  are  fb  fre- 
quent in  the  Hiftory  of  the 
moft  Auguft  Houfe  of  Bour- 
bon \  and  it  willftill  rife  much 
higher,  when  they  ffiall  be 
fully  informed  of  your  Mar- 
tial Atchievements,  and  when 
our  Travellers  lhall  have  gi- 
ven them  a  faithful  Relati- 
on of  your  early  Conquefts, 
and    thofe    firft  Warlike 
Feats,  which  fpread  a  Terror 
into  the  very  Heart  of  the^ 
Empire,  and  overthrew  the 
Walls  of  thofe  Impregnable 
Towns,  before  which  the  moft 
formidable  Enemy's  Armies 
had  wafted  themfeives  for  fe- 
vera!  Months. 

It 
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It  would  be  a  Happinefs, 
Great  Sir,  could  I  in  fome 
Meafure  contribute  towards 
transmitting  the  Glory  you 
have  fo  juftly  acquir'd  to  the 
fartheft  Parts  of  the  Earth  j 
that  would  prove  the  raoft  ac- 
ceptable Reward  to  be  wifti'd 
for  by  me,  on  account  of  this 
Work,  which  you  have  been 
pleas'd  I  mould  dedicate  to 
you.  Encourag'd  by  that  hope, 
and  being  fully  affur'd  that  it 
cannot  fail  of  Succefs,  lince 
you  afford  it  your  Powerful 
Protection,  I  am  with  the 
moft  profound  RefpecT: 

Great  (Sr, 

Tour  moft  Humble,  moft 
Obedient  and  moft  en- 
tirely devoted  Servtnt 

DU  PERIER. 
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A  N 

Introductory  Difcourle, 

To  the  General  Hiftoiy  of  all  Voyages  and 
Travels,  from  the  Flood  to  this  frefent 
lime  ;  (htrving  how  excellently  Vfeful  they 
are  to  Mankind,  and  the  great  Benefit  and 
Advantage  that  is  to  be  reafd  by  reading 
of  them 

MAN  has  a  Natural  Propenfion  to  Motives 
Travel.    His  innate  Reftleflnefs,  *f  Tr™f- 
Avarice,  the  Defire  of  Knowing,  ^ 
the  Pleafure  he  takes  in  difcovering  new 
Countries  and  unknown  Lands,  and  in  en- 
quiring into  the  Behaviour,  Manners  and 
Cuftoms  of  Nations  inhabiting  remote  Cli- 
mates,   and  feated  in  the   fartheft  Parts 
of  the  Earth ;  all  thefe  Things  ftir  up  hi* 
Curiofity,  and  excite  hirn  to  overcome  the 
greateft  Difficulties,  and  expofe  himfelf  to 
all  Sorts  of  Dangers. 

When  the  Progeny  of  Noah  had  multiply'd  the  Bank 
aad  repeopled  the  Earth,which  God  had  made 
defert,  by  the  Univerfal  Deluge  vtheir  Succef- 
fors  travel'd  about  to  fettle  their  Colonies  in 
aU  Parts  of  the  Univerfe,  ac  appears  by  thefe 
Words  of  Genefis.  By  thefe  were  the  ljles  of  the 
Gentiles  divided  in  their  Lands  •  every  one  after  hus 
Tongue^  and  their  Families  m  their  Nations,  Chap, 
^**V  B'     *  the 
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Firft  rrir    The  learned  Expofitors,  who  have  made 
vrtlers.    rttany  ufeful  Commentaries  upon  Genefis,  tell 
ST  of  fome  Travels  of  thofe  firft  Reftorers 
of  Mankind.   They  inform  us,  according  to 
-fofefhm  and  St.  Jerome,  that  the  Children  ot 
Javkth,thc  third  Son  of  Noah,  were  the  Firft 
that  Inhabited  the  Country  of  Galana-  ttet 
from  Magor  came  the  Getes,  the  Majfagetes 
and  the  Scythians-,  fr om  Madai,  the  Medes, 
or  according  to   others,  the  Macedonians  h 
from  Mofoch,  the  Mufcovites,  or  the  Cjw*- 
docians.    Thiras  was  the  Father  of  the  T^- 
duns-.  Jfcenez.  of  the  Armenians  ot 
the  Vaphiagonians  ;  and  Thogorma  ot  the  ifcry- 

'"/Li,  the  fecond  Son  of  tfwfr,  who  fell 
under  his  Father's  Curfe,  went  away  to  in- 
habit Egypt,  which  Holy  Writ  calls  the 
Land  ofOW  and  ^r*»»,  the  Names  of 
Ham's  two  Sons.  From  C*»;m»  defcended 
the  Canaanites  who  inhabited  Phemct*  and  the 
Holy  Land,  till  they  were  expelld  by  the 
Jfraelitcs.  This  Nation  grew  Famous  by  Trade 
and  Commerce,  which  fo  much  enrich  d  Tyre 
and  Sidon.  e  , 

Jjbur.       mur,  the  Son  of  Shem  departed  from  the 
Country  about  Babylon,  and  laid  the  Foun- 
dation of  the  mighty^©""*  Monarchy,  which 
tlourimd  for  fo  many  Ages.   Of  Ludtmcme 
the  Nation  of  hud  in  Afncl,  mention  d  by 
the  Frophet  Ifaiah,  C  66. .v.  19.  The  toff** 
docianswma  People  inhabiting  all  the  Tract 
of  Land  between  Gaza  and  Egypt  along  the 
'Sea-Coaft.    They  Invaded  the  Mvites,  and 
drove  them  out  of  their  Country,  where 
they  fetled  themfelves.   The  Phth^s  came 
thither  after  them,  and  gave  the  Name  ot  l  *- 
lejiim  to  all  that  Country. 
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and  his  Race  peopled  the  Land  of  TJarm 
of  the  EUmites,  from  whom  the  Perfians  de- 
fcended.  The  Chaldeans  and  Country  of  Chal- 
dea,  in  which  Babylon  the  Capital  of  Mra- 
?Ws  Empire  ftood,  derive  their  Original 
from  Arphaxad,  as  the  Lydians,  Neighbour- 
ing on  Verfta,  do  theirs  from  Ludim.  Aram 
was  the  Progenitor  of  the  Syrians.  Vz.,  who 
defcended  from  him,  made  hitcfelf  Matter 
of  the  Country  of  bamafcas,  and  gave  Part 
of  that  Territory  the  Name  of  t*t,  where 
the  Holy  Job  was  born  and  liv'd.  Hal  was  the 
Founder  of  the  Armenians. 

Thus  was  the  Earth  fill'd  with  Inhabi-  ConfufioH 
tants  by  feveral  Detatchments  or  Colonies  of  Tongues 
fpreading    themTelves    through    all  Parts 
after  the  Flood,  or  at  leaft  after  Mankind 
was  oblig'd    to  defift   from  that  extrava- 
gant undertaking  they  had  gone  upon,  of 
railing  a  Tower  above  the  Clouds,  thinking 
by  that  Means  to  fecure  themfelves  againlt 
a  fecond  #  Deluge.    But  God  difappointed 
their  Vanity,  by  confounding  their  Lan- 
guage 5  fo  that  they  no  longer  underftood  one 
another,  and  then  it  was  that  they  parted 
every  one  taking  the  Way  he  thought  fit, 
as  his  Fancy  or  Inftinftled  him,  which  was 
340  Years  after  the  Flood,  according  to  the 
Hebrews.  . 

The  Patriarch  Abraham  yfa$  one  of  the  firft  Abraham 
Travellers  we  find  mention'd  in  Hiftory.  His?/1£? 
Forefathers  dwelt  in  Mesopotamia,  of  which  ^ 
Chaldea  was  a  Province  feated  beyond  the 
River  Euphrates,   towards  the  Tigris.  God 
appear'd  to  that  Holy  Man,  and°command- 
ed  him  to  forfake  his  Native  Country,  and 
palling  over  the  River  Euphrates  to  go  into 
the  Land  of  Canaan.   This  is  the  fruitful  and 
B  2  deli- 
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delicious  Country,  flowing  with  Milk  and 
Honey,  which  God  afterwards  gave  to  A^ 
brakamh  Pofterity,  that  is,  the  Ifraehtes  who 
were  defcended  from  the  Race  of  Jacob,  the 
Grandfonof  Abraham.  "will 
.Jsol      All  the  whole  Circumference  of  the  Earth 
iCfc  of  was  given  to  ^  for  his  Residence,  with 
ffctfWi.firtl  Liberty  to  go  where  he  pleas  d-,  tor  as 
a  Prince  is  not  oblig'd  always  to  fettle  his 
Abode  in  one  Palace  or  Gity,  but  is  free  to 
make  Choice  of  what  Place  he  pleafes  to 
refide  in  throughout  his  Dominions     fo  A- 
dam  who   was  King  and  Lord  of  all  the 
World,  might  go  where  he  pleas  d,  as  well 
as  his  Defcendants.    All  the   Space  that  ij 
betwixt  the  Baft  and  Weft,  the  North  and 
South,  and  in  Ihort  all  the  Inhabitable  Earth, 
was  but  like  one  great  City,  through  which 
the  Children  of  Adam  had  their  Freedom  to 

only  MsJ*  This  feems  to  be  a  Priviledge  peculiar  to 
lives  in  all  wan   and  raifes  him  above  other  Creatures, 

Pans.  w 

hich  cannot  live  in  all  Sorts  of  Countries. 
The  feirceft  of  Beafts  are  rarely  to  be  found 
in  Europe  ;  the  Elephants  and  Camels  brought 
over  thither  are  as  it  were  oat  of  their  Element, 
and  do  not  breed.   None  but  Man  can  live 
and  multiply  in  all  Parts  of.  the  Inhabita- 
ble Earth.    All  Climates  agree  with  mm,  and 
he  innures  himfelf  to  endure  Heat  and  Cold, 
according  to  the  Place  he  is  in. 
Socrates     It  was  on  this  Principle  perhaps  that  So* 
crates  the  Philofopher  grounded  his  Aafwer, 
when  being  ask'd  what  Countryman  he  was ; 
he  faid,  An  Inhabitant  of  the  World.    To  iig- 
nify  that  all   the  World  was  his  Native 
Country,  that  Man  is  no  more  conhnd  fo 
©ae  Nation  than   another  r  and  that  ne 

ma^f 
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may  choofe  his  Refidence  throughout  the 
Face  of  the  Earth  h  for  he  every  where 
finds  proper  Food,  and  though  at  firft  it  be 
Itrange  to  him,  yet  by  Degrees  the  Body  is  ac- 
cuftom'd  to,  and  nourihYd  by  it.  • 

It  cannot  be  deny'd  but  that  there  mAivm*- 
many  Difficulties  to   be  furmounted,  andg'sofj,* 
great  Dangers  to  be  run  in  Travelling  toveai"& 
very  Remote  Parts  h  but  the  Rarities  found 
out,  the  new  Difcoveries  daily  made,  the 
Pleafure  of  feeing  ftrange  People,  and  un~ 
Known  Nations,  make  fufficient  Amends  for 
all  the  Hard/hips  which  long  Voyages  and 
journeys  are  liable  to.    By  this  means  Couiv, 
tries  far  remote  from  one  another,  become 
in  fome  meafure  Neighbours,  and,  if  we 
may  fo  term  it,  draw  nearer  to  themfelves, 
Commerce  makes  a  reciprocal  Communicati- 
on of  all  that  is  good  among  them,  and 
there  is  a  mutual  Intercourfe  of  their  Pro- 
dud,  Manufaftures,   jyid  all  other  Things 
tending  to  render  the  Life  of  Man  eafie  and 
pleafant.    Every  Climate  being  unfit  to  pro- 
duce all  Sorts  of  Fruits  of  the  Earth,  each 
ot  them  is  in  fome  meafure  improv'd  and 
made  more  fruitful,  by  the  Tranfportine  of 
whatfoever  the  moft  diftant  Nation*  af- 
ford. 

It  has  not  been  always  the  Delire  of  Gain  Z&miefa 
tnat  has  mov'd  Men  to  venture  themfelves^™ v% 
into  ftrange  Lands  and  Seas,  to  bring  Home 
Gold  and  precious  Stones,  or  other  rich  Com- 
modities, which  are  rather  Supports  of  Lux- 
ury and  Vanity,  than  neceflary  for  the  Fe- 
licity of  Humane  Life.  Many  renown'd  Phi- 
lofophers  have  in  all  Ages  been  led  by  the 
Curiofity  of  Travelling  to  enquire,  upon  the 
Spot,  into  the  Truth  of  thofe  ftrange  Ac- 
?  £  counts 
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counts  they  receiv'd  from  others.  They  chofe 
rather  to  expofe  themfelves  to  all  forts  of 
Dangers,  as  of  falling  into  the  Hands  of  bar- 
barous Nations,  of  being  devour'd  by  wild 
Beafts,  or  of  dying  for  Hunger  or  Thirft  in 
barren  or  favage  Places,  than  to  live  always 
at  Home  in  their  own  Countries,  and  be  de- 
priv'd  of  Abundance  of  Knowledge,  which  is 
acquir'd  to  much  greater  Perfedion,  by  feeing 
Things  with  their  own  Eyes,  than  by  the  bare 
Relations  of  others. 
pueen  of   The  Scripture  informs  us,  that  the  Queen 
Sheba^-of  Sheba,  hearing  of  the  mighty  Reputation 
Solomon  had  acquir'd,  came  herfelf  to  make 
Tryal  of  his  Wifdom,  by  propofing  to  him 
feveral  knotty  Queftions  and  intricate  Enig-* 
ma's.   This  Queen's  Kingdom  was  not  in 
Ethiopia,  as  fome  have  fancy'd j  but  in  that 
Country  we'call  Arabia  Felix,  or  the  Happy  \ 
as  may  be  jadg'd  by  the  Prefents  (he  gave 
to  Solomon ;  which  were  Gold  and  Perfumes, 
Things  very  common  in  that  Part  of  Arabia 
we  fpeak  of.    This  Princefs  met  with  a  fuf- 
ficient  Recompence  for  all  the  Hardftiips  and 
Fatigues  ihe  had  endur'd  upon  her  Journey 
for  having  feen  the  Wifdom  of  Solomon,  the 
Magnificence  of  the  Houfe  he  had  built,  the 
plentiful  Tables  he  kept,  and  the  Sacrifices 
he  offer'd  in  the  Houfe  of  the  Lord,  me  feem'd 
to  be  tranfported  quite  befide  her  felf  with 
Admiration. 

That  wife  Prince  from  whom  no  Science 

tradah  COuld  be  hid>   W3S  n0t    'l&n0™nt  °f  th?  A"Z 

sta*       of  Navigation  *,  for  it  is  exprefly  mention  d, 
in  the  p.  chap,  of  the  firft  Book  of  Kings, 

That  he  fitted  out  a  Fleet  at  Ezion-geber,  which 
is  befide  Elofll,  on  the  Shore  of  the  Red-Sea,  in 
the  Land  of  Edom.   And        Hiram,  fa* 
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fa  this  Navy  his  Servants,  Shipmen  that  had  Know- 
ledge of  the  Sea,  with  the  Servants  of  Solomon. 
And  they  came  to  Ophir,  and  fent  from  thence 
Gold^  four  hundred  and  twenty  T dents  and  brought 
it  to  King  Solomon. 

How  skilful  foever  Hiram's  Subjeas  might  ignwma 
be,  in  Navigation,  it  is  to  be  fuppos'd  that  cfiheUai* 
their  Knowledge  was  very  imperfeft,  as  be-  sms> 
ing  utter  Strangers  to  the  Secret  of  the  Load- 
ftone  and  Mariners  Compafs.  The  very  Sight 
of  the  Main  Ocean  made  them  quake-,  nor 
durft  they  venture  out  to  fail  in  the  open  Sea, 
or  depart  from  the  Coafts.  Some  Authors, 
I  cannot  imagine  on  what  Grounds,  have 
fancy'd  that  Solomon  had  Knowledge  of  the 
Needle  for  Sailing,  which  is  very  hard  to  be 
believ'd,  fince  the  Fleet  he  fent  to  Ophir  and 
Tharjhijh,  were  three  Years  out  upon  their 
Voyage.  Now  whether  thefe  Shfps  went  in- 
to Africkt  where  then  was  the  richeft  Gold 
Mine  in  all  the  World,  or  into  India,  to- 
wards the  Golden  Cher  [one fus  and  Malaca, 
lince  difcover'd  by  the  Portuguese,  or  into 
China  or  Peru,  whence  the  Spaniards  have 
brought  fuch  immenfe  Treafure  in  thefe  lat- 
ter Ages;  certain  it  is  that  thofe  Voyages 
are  now  perform'd  in  a  much  lhorterTime. 

Hence  it  is  to  be  concluded,  that  in  all  Coafiingi 
their  Sea  Voyages,  they  never  in  thofe  Days 
loft  Sight  of  Land.  Cicero's  Expreffion  Ef- 
ficiently evinces  it ;  legebant  littora,  fays  that 
great  Orator,  fpeaking  of  Navigation  in  his 
Time ;  that  is,  they  crept  along  the  Shore, 
without  departing  from  the  Coafts  and  Land, 
but  guiding  themfelves  by  the  Sun  and  the 
Stara  next  about  the  Pole. 

In  thofe  Voyages  Solomon  undertook  by  S&,vhemcUn 
fee  employ'4  not  his  own  Subje&s,  nor  his  voyages. 

B  4  Ships, 
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Ships,  but  only  made  ufe  of  the  Skill  of  the 
Phenicians,  who  were  the  ablefl:  Sailers  in 
thofe  Days,  and  had  began  to  range  through- 
out all  the  Mediterranean  ;  on  the  Coafts  where- 
of, they  built  feveral  famous  Cities,  as  Car- 
thage, Vtica,  and  others  of  great  Note,  to 
which  they  fent  Colonies  at  feveral  Times. 
They  alfo  made  their  Way  into  the  Red  Sea, 
and  to  feveral  Parts  of  Afia  and  Africk  up- 
on the  Profped  and  Hope  of  gaining  by  the 
Commodities  they  brought  Home  from  fe- 
veral Countries. 
Solomons  This  is  the  Method  we  may  guefs  Solomon 
ikas.  jfook  t0  enrich  his  Kingdom,  by  Trade  with 
forreign  Nations,  far  remote  from  Judea.  It 
is  likely,  that  after  he  came  to  the  Know- 
ledge of  the  Wealth  there  was  to  be  found 
in  the  other  Parts  of  the  World,  he  fent 
out  a  Fleet  every  Year,  which  did  not  re- 
turn till  three  Years  after.  This  Fleet  fet 
Sail  from  the  Port  afterwards  call'd  Berenice, 
and  which  the  Scripture  names  Ez.ion-gebery 
feated  on  the  Red-Sea.  They  fail'd  together  as 
far  as  theStreight  of  Bahlm  an  del, which  is  the 
Mouth  of  the  Red.  Sea,  where  they  parted  ;  the 
one  half  of  the  Fleet  coafted  along  Eaft ward 
as  far  as  India,  Malaca,  and  other  more  di* 
ftant  Parts  -  the  other  turn'd  away  towards 
Africk,  and  return'd  Home  through  the  Me- 
diterranean to  the  Port  of  Joppe. 

Thefe  Voyages  were  very  gainful ;  for  they 
wTXbrought  Home  Gold>  Silver,  precious  Stones, 
brought'.  Perfumes,  Ivory,  curious  Sorts  of  Wood, 
fh-ange  Creatures,  and  other  rich  Commo- 
dities, which  could  only  come  from  Afia  and 
Afnek  but  never  from  the  Weft-Indies,  whi? 
ther  it  was  impoffible  for  them  to  fail  with- 
out the  Jielp  of  the  Compafs* 
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Tho'  it  muft  be  granted  that  the  Tyri-ty**"*?. 
am,  Carthaginians-  and  Egyptians  performM^^^ 
many  Voyages  iu  the  Mediterranean,  the  Redemptions. 
Sea,  and  even  on  the  Ocean  ;  yet«it  cannot 
be  deny'd  but  that  they  had  Abundance  of 
Difficulties  to  encounter,  and  many  Dangers 
to  run  through  for  want  of  greater  light, 
fleering  their  Courfe  the  beft  they  could  Iii 
the  Day-Time  by  the  Help  of  the  Sun,  and 
in  the  Night  by  the  Moon  and  Stars,  with 
much  ^Uncertainty  and  Hazard,  never  daring 
to  lofe  Sight  of  the  Shore. 

The  Ancients  for  the  greater  Honour  ofTraveJs  of 
Hercules,  magnify  his  Travels  at  an  extra- H<;rTcurles 
ordinary  Rate  5  telling  us  that  he  vifited  the     J  ° 
greateft  Part  of  the  Earth,  to  extirpate  Rob- 
bers, who  every  where  committed  inhumane 
Murders  without  being  call'd  to  any  Ac- 
count, to  fubdue  Giants,  and  to  bring  Ty- 
rants to  Reafon,  who  made  Ufe  of  their 
Power  to  opprefs  the  Weaker.    Nor  was  the 
Voyage  of  Jafou  and  the  Argonauts  lefs  Famous 
for  the  gaining  of  the  Golden  Fleece,  or  rather 
to  fetch  Gold  and  Silver  from  the  Mines  of 
Colchis,  whence  they  brought  Home  a  confi- 
derable  Quantity  at  their  Return- 

If  we  may  give  Credit  to  Homer  and  his^/Ulyffes 
Odyjfee,  there  never  was  a  greater  Travel- 
ler than  Vlyfles,  for  the  Space  of  Ten  Years 
after  the  Siege  of  Troy,  the  Destruction  of 
which  Place  he  haftned  by  his  Subtility  and 
Stratagems!  Strabo  has  grounded  the  great- 
eft  Part  of  his  Geography  oa  VlyjfesH  Tra- 
vels. 

Virgil  has  given  eternal  Renown  to  the  of  Eneas. 
Travels  of  Eneas,  Son  to  old  Anchifes,  and 
Father  to  Afcanim,  whom  the  Romans  look'd 
upon  as  tjieir  Founders.  After  the  Subver- 
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flon  of  Troy,  Eneas  fitted  out  a  Fleet,  in  or- 
der to  fave  the  poor  Remains  of  his  Coun- 
try, and  as  many  as  were  willing  to  fol- 
low him  kto  fome  Foreign  Land.  Tho'  the 
Paffage  from  Troy  to  the  Coaft  of  Italy  be 
not  very  long,  yet  that  Voyage  is  render'd 
molt  iriuftrious  by  the  lively  Defcription 
Virgil  gives  of  the  Storms,  the  Shipwrecks, 
the  Variety  of  Adventures,  and  the  Anger 
of  the  implacable  Deities  againft  Eneas  and 
his  Company.  He  coafted  along  Macedon, 
crofs'd  over  to  Sicily^  and  came  at  laft  into 
the  Country  of  Latium,  where  after  feveral 
Battels  he  defeated  Turnus,  and  took  from 
him  Lavinia,  the  Daughter  of  the  King  of  the 
Latins. 

0/Pytha-  Pythagoras  departing  Greece,  and  the  Ifland 
goras.  of  Samos,  fpent  feveral  Years  in  Travelling 
to  all  Parts  ;  but  this  upon  a  different  and 
much  nobler  Motive  than  other  Men,  who 
aim'd  at  nothing  but  gathering  of  Worldly 
Wealth  ;  whereas  that  great  Philofopher 
made  it  his  whole  Bufinefs  to  adorn  his 
Soul  with  Variety  of  Knowledge.  He  crofs'd 
the  Seas  to  go  over  into  Chaldea  and  Egypt, 
and  went  into  Perfia  to  confer  with  the 
Magi,  that  he  might  learn  the  Myfteries 
of  their  Profeffion/  and  impart  them  to  his 
Scholars. 

o/Socra-.  Socrates  the  Wife,  took  feveral  Journeys 
tes  ani  into  remote  Countries  to  acquire  more  Wif- 
Piato.  dom,  which  was  the  only  Treafure  he  va- 
lu'd.  Plato  his  Difciple,  not  fatisfy'd  with 
the  Sciences  which  he  might  learn  in  Greece, 
of  thofe  many  Philofophers  he  could  there 
converfe  with,  went  over  into  Egypt  to  be 
inftrufted  by  them  in  all  the  Myfteries  of 
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Religion,  and  the  Ceremonies  they  had  learnt 
from  Mofes  and  the  Hebrews. 

The  Conquefts  of  Alexander  the  Great,  may  °f  AleX" 
be  look'd  upon  as  •  fo  many  Travels  ;  be-  ander* 
caufe  he  perform'd  them  with  as  great  Ce- 
lerity, as  a  Traveller  might  have  done, 
who  were  only  led  by  Curiofity  to  take  a 
View  in  his  Way  of  feveral  Countries, 
and  diftinft  Nations.  After  Conquering  and 
Overthrowing  the  Monarchy  of  the  Perfians, 
his  Ambition  carry'd  him  even  into  India  -7 
and  not  yet  fatisfy'd  with  fuch  immenfe 
Conquefts,  he  gave  the  Command  of  his 
Navy  to  Nearchm,  one  of  his  moll  experi- 
enc'd  Officers  who  faiFd  down  the  River 
Indus,  difcover'd  the  Coafts  of  the  Indian 
Ocean,  and  returning  to  Alexander,  gave  him 
a  particular  Relation  of  all  he  had  found 
out. 

We  may  add  to  the  Number  of  thofefl/Hanno 
who  have  render'd  themfelves  Famous  by 
their  Travels,  Hanno  the  renown'd  Carthagi- 
nian Commander,  who  having  fitted  out  fixty 
Sail  by  Order  and  at  the  Charge  of  his 
Commonwealth,  and  putting  Aboard  3000 
Perfons  of  both  Sexes,  fail'd  out  of  the  Mouth 
of  the  Streights,  and  directing  his  Courfe  to 
the  Weftward,  built  fome  Towns,  and  planted 
Colonies. 

We  are  beholding  to  Pliny's  Travels  fovOfVVmy 
that  excellent  Book  he  compos'd  of  Natural*^  Adf;* 
fiiftory.    The  Emperors,  as  well  as  the  Phi-an* 
lofophers  have  TravelPd  to  difcover  Things 
to   them  before  unknown.    The  Emperor 
Adrian  vifited  all  Egypt,  to  find  out  the  Source 
of  the  Nile,  and  at  his  Return  to  Rome  caus'd 
the  Plans  of  all  the  Cities  he  had  feen  in 
his  Travels,  to  be  drawn  to  refrelh  his  own 
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Memory,  and  give  others  fome  Notion  of 
them. 

^  chPift   Til0>  the  Travels  of  our  Lord  and    y  ■ 

X.  ouf  JESUS  CHRIST  were  not  long,  nor  in  ^ 
to  Countries  very  remote  from  his  own,  yet 
they  were  almoft  without  Intermiffion  for  the 
laft  Years  of  his  Life.    As  foon  as  born  he 
was  forc'd  to  fly  into  Egypt,  with  his  Fa- 
ther and  Mother,  to  avoid  the  Perfecti- 
on of  Herod.    At  Thirty  Years  ofrAge  he  be- 
gan to  Preach  the  Kingdom  of  God  in  Jury, 
Galilee,  and"  Samaria,  traverling  all  Palefiine, 
without  ever  going  far  from  Jerufalem,  which 
was,  as  it  were,  the  Center  of  all  his  Tra- 
vels.   The  Apoftles  following  the  Example 
fet  them  by  their  Mafter,  divided  the  Uni- 
verfe  among  them,  to  carry  the  Light  of 
the  Gofpel  into  all  Pants  of  it  ^  fo  that  fpme 
of  them  pierc'd  even  into  India.    St.  Paul's 
Travels  have  rendered  him  Famous,  he  ha- 
ving perform'd  very  many  both  by  Sea  and 
Land,with  inexpreffable  Labours  and  Dangers, 
ranging  throughout  all  Greece  and  Afia  to 
fulfill  the  Duty  of  his  Apoftlelhip  5  he  came 
as  far  as  Marfeilks,  and  at  length  ended  his 
Courfe  in  the  Metropolis  of  the  World,  un- 
der  the  Emperor  Nero. 
ioaiuPs°  *     Apollomtu  Thy  anew  was  a  very  great  Tra- 
Thyane-  veller  \  whilft  Yet  very  young  he  left  his 
us.        Country,  and  all  the  Poffeffions  he  had  in  it, 
to  give  himfelf  up  more  entirely  to  the  Stu- 
dy of  Philofophy.    He  went  to  Memphis  and 
Cairo  to  fee  the  Table  of  the  Sun.  He  pafs'd 
over  Mount  Caucafm  to  go  to  confer  with 
the  Brachmans;  his  Curiofity  carry'd  him  e- 
ven  into  India,  to  Study  under  the  Gymno- 
fophifts,  and  the  moft  knowing  Hiarchas,  Prince 
pj:  all  the  Infow.  Wife  Men*  There  it  was 
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that  he  learnt  Things  beyond  common  Capa- 
cities, and  which  made  himbelook'd  upon  as 
a  Magician. 

Among  the  Moderns'  Marcus  Paulm  Vene-of  Mar- 
fa*  has  obtain'd  Renown  by  his  Travels  andcus  Pau* 
the  Difcoveries  he  has  made.   He  fpent  feven-  [™ Yene° 
teen  Years  in  Tartary  in  viewing  thofe  Ea- 
ftern  Provinces,  and  enquiring  into  thf  Man- 
ners and  Cuftoms  of  the  Inhabitants,  and  the 
Nature  and  Qualities  of  the  many  and  ftrange 
Sorts  of  Creatures  that  are  to  be  found  in 
that  Country. 

What  Advantages  have  we  not  reap'd  from*9/  Spanl- 
the  Navigation  and  Voyages  of  the  Portu-^ds  mi 
guefes,  who  were  the  firft  that  difcover'dg°J^. 
India,  the  Kingdom  of  Calicut,  and  fo  many 
Wealthy  Nations,  from  whom  we  daily  re- 
ceive all  Sorts  of  Spice,  and  Drugs  forPhy- 
fical  Ufes  ?  This  Obligation  we  owe  to  the 
Kings  John  and  Emanuel  of  Portugal,  to  Fer- 
dinand and  Elizabeth  of  Cafiile,  and  to  the 
Emperour  Charles  the  Fifth.  Divine  Provi- 
dence in  their  Days  rais'd  up  feveral 
able,  bold  and  daring  Men,  who  expos'd 
themfelves  to  all  Sorts  of  Dangers  for  the 
making  of  Difcoveries  in  the  New  World. 
The  moll  Famous  of  thefe  were  Cbriftopher 
Columbus,  Amerkm  Vefpucim,  Ferdinand  Ma- 
galhaens,  Ferdinand  Cortes,  Gonz.aU  Pizarro,  and 
James  de  Almagro. 

The  Kings  of  France  have  alfo  engag'd  offtwh 
themfelves  and  launch'd  out  their  Revenues  in 
promoting  the  Difcoveries  in  the  new  World. 
Francis  the  I.  Henry  the  II.  Francis  the  II. 
Charles  the  IX,  and  above*  all,  Lewis  the  Great, 
havefet  out  feveral  Fleets  and  ernploy'd  able 
Mariners  to  found  the  Seas,  take  the  exad  La- 
titudes,, and  obfei ve  the  Climates,  the  Pcrts, 
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the  Roads,  and  what  ever  elfe  may  contri- 
bute to  the  Advancement  of  Navigation  in 
thofe  unkirown  Countries.    We  have  made 
Way  even  to  the  Antipodes,  to  the  Nations 
neareft  about  the  Pole,  and  to  the  Countries 
molt  remote  from  our  Continent,  before 
thought  inacceflible,  and  never  to  be  come 
near,   by  reafon  of  the  continual  Ice  and 
exceflive  Cold  which  ft  ill  furrounds  them  v 
but  what  is  it  that  Man  cannot  perform,  when 
Profit  or  Ambition  leads  him  on. 
0/Poftd.    Travelling  would  become  much  moreeafie, 
were  there  many  Perfons  of  the  Genius^  of 
that  famous  Posle^  who  liv'd  in  the  Reign 
of  King  Francis  the  I.  for  befides  the  European 
Languages,  he  was  well  skill'din  the  Hebrewi 
Chaldaick,  Syr  tack,  Arabick  and  Greek,  and  he 
was  wont  to  boait  that  he  could  travel  to 
the  End  of  the  WTorld  without  an  Inter- 
preter*  The  King  fent  him  into  the  Eaft, 
whence  he  brought  abundance  of  Manufcripts, 
relating  to  Phyfick,  Phylofophy,  Mathema- 
ticks,  fome  Books  of  Holy  Writ  in  Arabtckr 
and  other  Oriental  Languages. 
of  Peter    In  the  fame  Kings  Reign,  Peter  Gilius,  un- 
tulius.    dertook  feveral  Journeys  for  the  fpace  of 
nine  or  Tea  Years  into  Greece,  Turkey,  Syria, 
Jury,  Palefiine,  Egyyt,  Arabia,  Armenia,  and 
even  into  Perfia.    At  his  Return  he  gave  the 
Eurofsans  confiderable  Information,  as  to  the 
Situation,  Strength  and  Riches  of  thefe  Coun- 
tries, then  almoft  unknown  to  them. 
of  Nico-    ThcTravels  of  thzSieurNicolai,  of  Dauphinee, 
Uu        have  gaiu'd  him  much  Reputation  v  and  been 
very  beneficial  to  the  Nation.    He  in  the 
Space  of  fifteen  or  fixteen  Years  vilited  the 
Upper  and  Lower  Germany,  Denmark,  Pruf- 
fial  Livonia^  Sweden y  Zealand,  England^  Scotland,. 
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Spain,  Barbary,  Greece,  Turfy  and  Italy,  making 
very  excellent  and  curious  Remarks  upon  all 
thofe  Countries  he  was  in,  as  appears  by  the 
Book  he  publifh'd,  by  the  Name  of  the  Eaftern 
Travels  of  N.  Nicolai  of  Dauphinee,  Lord  of 
Arfeville,  Valet  de  Chambre  and  Geographer 
in  ordinary  to  the  King  with  the  Cuts  both  of 
Men  and  Women  drawn  to  the  Life ;  ac- 
cording to  their  feveral  Nations.  Pol.  1 568. 

It  may  well  be  faid,  without  being  thought  0/Taver-- 
guilty  of  Flattery,  that  the  renouned  Ta-nkr- 
'Vernier,  who  liv'd  in  our  Days,  has  equafl'd 
if  not  out-done  the  moft  celebrated  of  Travel- 
lers, }  for  he  has  been  in  moft  Countries,  and 
made  moft  excellent  Remarks  on  them ;  but 
more  particularly  in  Perfia  and  the  MaguPs 
Dominions,  as  may  be  feen  in  his  Memoirs, 
a  Work  both  curious  and  inftruaing,  as  to 
the  Genius,  Manners,  Religion,  Wealth  and 
Trade  of  very  many  Nations,  and  the  Ad- 
vantages that  may  be  made  by  them. 

A  very  great  Number  of  other  Travellers  ^w 
might  be  brought  upon  the  Stage,  who  have 
been  an  Honour  to  France,  whofe  Motives 
for  travelling  are  as  'free  from  any  Profpeft 
of  Intereft,  as  is  that  of  the  Miffioners  \  and 
yet  the  Difcoveries  by  them  made  in  all  Parts 
of  the  World,  have  very  much  illuftrated 
Geography,  arid  added  confiderable  Perfeaion 
to  the  Mathematics  j  rendring  all  Things 
far  eafier  to  thofe  who  have  Occafion,  or 
Defire  to  Travel.  Among  thefe  Famous 
Men  are  Meffieurs  Cajfwi,  de  la  Hire,  Petit 
la  Croix,  Galland,  Thevenot,  &C.  who  have 
done  all  Europe  confiderable  Service,  by  the 
judicious  Remarks  they  have  made  in  their 
Travels,  and  the  Accounts  of  them  they  have 
publifh'd.  7 
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7ke  sei  ]<[or  had  it  been  fufficient  for  Provident 
Comptfs.  t0  rajfe  Up  fy  maov  braVe  Men,  as  have 
clear'd  the  Way  to  the  utmoft  Bounds  of 
the  Earth,  in  order  to  make  new  Difcove- 
ries,  unlefs  it  had  pleas'd  God  to  direct  them 
in  the  finding  out  a  Thing  fo  excellent  as 
is  the  Sea  Compafs,  without  which  it  had 
been  abfolutely  impoffible  to  perform  thofe 
long  Voyages.  Whereas  now  by  the  Help 
of  the  Needle  touch'd  to  the  Load-Stone, 
we  Sail  with  no  lefs  Eafe  than  Safety  in  all 
Seafons,  by  Day  and  Night,  and  even  in 
Tempefts.  An  able  Sailor,  who  has  been 
for  many  Days  drove  up  and  down  by  the 
furious  Billows  and  ftormy  Winds,  and  fore'd 
to  fteer  feveral  Courfes,  compell'd  to  it  by 
outragious  contrary  Blafts,  foon  finds  where- 
abouts he  is,  as  loon  as  the  Weather  grows 
Calm,  and  marks  down  the  Place  on  the  Sea- 
Chart  without  any  Error,  if  he  underftandS 
his  Profeflion  but  indifferently. 
When  It  is  about  five  hundred  Years  fince  the 
fiuniwuxjk  of  the  Needle  touch'd  to  the  Load* 
Stone  was  found  out  by  one  Flavins^  whom 
fome  Authors  call  'John  Gioia,  who  either 
by  Chance,  or  by  fome  Infpiration,  obferv'd, 
that  a  Needle  rubb'd  upon  a  Load-Stone, 
always  turns  towards  the  Pole,  and  confe- 
quently  marks  out  the  North  and  South 
Line.  At  firil  they  fet  this  Needle  fo  touch'd 
to  the  Load-Stone  into  a  very  flender  Bit 
of  Stick,  like  a  Fefcue  Children  ufe  to  read 
with,  which  they  put  into  Water,  that  it 
might  have  the  full  Liberty  of  Turning  to- 
wards the  Pole  }  at  prefent  it  is  fliut  up 
into  a  round  Box  fet  upon  a  very  fine  Brafs 
Point,  thajL  it  may  have  entire  Freedom  to 
move. 
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Some  Authors  have  thought  that  Marcus  The  Ami- 
Pdulus  Venetus  brought  the  Needle  out  tife.m  kne™ 
China;   but  it  is  a  Miftake,   fince    Jacques"  mu 
de  Vitri  in  the  fecond  Book  of  his  Oriental 
Hiftory,  affirms,   that  the  Needle  was  in 
Ufe  at  Sea,  ever  iince  the  Year  121 5.  It 
is  a  much  grofter  Error  to  maintain,  that 
the  Tyrians  had  any  Knowledge  of  the  Com- 
pafs,  as  us'd  at  this  Day.    It  is  to  be  ob- 
ferv'd,  that  there  is  another  Quality  peculiar 
to  the  Load-ftone,  that  is  its  attra&ing  of 
Iron  ;  which  Vertue  was  certainly  known  to 
the  Ancients  long  before  the  other  of  cau- 
flng  a  Bit  of  Iron,  which  has  been  touch'd  to 
it,  to  turn  to  the  Pole. 

The  belt  Load-ftones  are  found  in  the  By  tohoni 
Mines  of  Bengala  and  China,  whence  they  were  firfi  Us^4 
brought  by  the  Moors  and  Arabs,  who  have 
travell'd  thither  in  all  Ages.  The  Mariners 
of  Amalfi,  in  the  Kingdom  of  Naples,  were 
the  firft  that  made  Ufe  of  it  on  the  Medi- 
terranean, and  therefore  they  are  reputed 
the  Inventors  of  it.  Certain  it  is,  that  the 
Venetians,  the  Genoefes,  the  Pifans,  and  the 
Catalonians,  were  the  firft  Europeans  that  faiPd 
by  the  Compafs.  The  French,  the  Portuguefes, 
the  Spaniards,  the  Englipi  the  Danes  and  the 
Dutch  have  found  it  very  Advantageous  to 
them,  for  difcovering  of  all  the  remoteft 
Lands  and  Seas,  from-  North  to  South  and 
even  under  the  Pole.  So  that  it  may,  in 
ibme  Meafure,  be  faid,  that  there  is  no  ha- 
bitable Part  of  the  World,  that  has  not  been 
gone  to.  We  now  fail  with  more  fafety  on 
all  the  Seas  from  the  North  to  the  South, 
and  from  the  Eaft  to  the  Weft,  than  for- 
merly they  did  in  the  Mediterranean^  or  Gulph 
of  Venice  i 
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Mvmu-  Thefe  long  Voyages  have  been  the  Occa- 
fyif*™  «on  °f  difcovering  Iflands  and  Continents 
altogether  unknown  to  our  Anceftors.  The 
Light  of  the  Gofpel  has  been  convey'd  to 
barbarous  Nations,  who  had  never  heard  fo 
much  as  the  Name  of  the  true  Religion. 
The  Commodities  of  Europe  3re  exchang'd 
for  the  Wealth  of  the  new  World,  whence 
many  Things  are  brought,  which  contribute 
much  to  the  Conveniency,  or  at  leaft  the 
Delight  of  human  Life  and  Experience  has 
mown  how  Advantagious  that  Trade  has 
prov'd  to  Europe. 
Difovery  The  general  receiv'd  Opinion  is,  that 
of the  Ca-  America  was  altogether  unknown  to  the  An- 
nanes.  dents,  and  that  we  are  beholding  for  that 
Difcovery  to  the  Voyages  undertaken  by 
Chrifiopher  Columbus,  Americus  Vefpufius  and  the 
Spaniards.  The  Southern  Coafts  and  the  ex- 
treme Parts  of  Africk  and  Afia,  were  dif- 
cover'd  by  the  Portuguefes.  The  Sieur  de 
Betencour,  a  Trench  Man  conquer'd  the  Canary 
Iflands,  in  the  Year  1402.  Antiquity  had 
feme  confufe  Knowledge  of  them,  by  the 
Name  of  the  Fortunate  Iflands,  whereof  Poets 
and  Hiftorians  have  writ  fo  many  Wonders. 
The  Grecian  and  Latin  Geographers  have 
made  Mention  of  them,  but  we  knew  no- 
thing we  could  rely  on  of  thofe  plentiful 
Countries  till  Betencour  made  his  Voyage. 
Of  Made-  Spaniards  and  Portuguefes  afterwards  made 
ra.  feveral  Voyages  thither,  and  by  that  Means 
difcover'd  the  Iftand  of  Madera,  under  the 
Conduct  of  John  Gonzales,  and  Triftan  Vaz^ 
tho'  the  Englijh  pretend  to  that  Difcovery 
fcce  the  Year  1344.  Alvaro  Fernandez,  dif- 
Guinea.  cover'd  all  the  Coaft  of  Guinea,  which  put 
the  Portuguefes  in  the  Way  of  making  other 

mighty 
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mighty  Difcoveries  afterwards.    In  the  Year  Jf*  c*pe 
1493.  Bartholomew  Diaz,  found  the  celebrated ^o 
Cape  of  Good  Hope  and  having  doubled  it,inJa. 
proceeded  as  far  as  the  Coaft  of  the  Anci^ 
fent  Ethiopia.  Three  Years  after  P"afco  de  Gama^ 
njade  a  farther  Progrefs  the  fame  Way,  and 
went  on  fortunately,  as  far  as  India.  Thofe 
who  follow'd  after  him  pufh'd  on  fuccefsfully 
the  fame  Courfe  as  far  as  the  Aiolucco  Iilands, 
China  and  j^#,whence  the  P  or  tuguefes  brought 
immenfe  Treafure  into  Europe. 

Before  they  would  attempt  thefe  mighty  of  EtKm* 
tJndertakings  ty  Sea,  the  Kings  of  Portugal  $1*. 
fent  fome  able  Men  by  Land  ,  who  took 
the  Way  of  Alexandria,  Cairo  and  the  Red 
Sea,  as  far  as  Ethiopia.  King  J&hn  the  fe- 
cond,  mov'd  to  it  by  reading  the  Travels  of 
Marcus  Paulus  Venetus^'m  the  Year  i486,  fent 
two  Poriuguefes  well  skill'd  in  the  Arabick 
Tongue,  with  the  Title  of  Embaffadors,  to 
the  King  of  the  Abyjfmes,  but  with  a  Delign  to 
view  thofe  Coafts,  wherein  they  fucceeded  to 
their  Content.  Till  that  Time  we  had  but 
Very  dark  Ideas  concerning  the  Empire  of 
Prefier  J ohn,  which  has  been  lince  well  knowrt 
by  feveral  good  Accounts  we  have  receiv'd 
from  thence. 

The  Spaniards  began  to  undertake  their  pfArac- 
long  Voyages  in  the  Year  1492,  under  thenca° 
Direction  of  the  renoun'd  Chriftopher  Columbus, 
fent  by  King  Ferdinand  and  Queen  Elizabeth 
of  Spain  into  the  new  World.  He  was  the 
firft  that  difcover'd  the  Luc  ay  0  Iilands , 
thofe  of  Cuba  and  Jamaica,  and  the  valt 
Continent  of  America.  He  afterwards  made 
three  other  Voyages  into  that  new  World,  and 
drew  Charts  of  it,  wherein  he  was  very  much" 
gffiffted  by  m  aMe  Mariner  \  who  was  drove  to" 
§  t  the, 


2o  An  Introductory  Difcoarfe 

the   Place    where    he  was   by   a  Storm, 
where   he  died  and  at  his  Death  left  him 
all  his  Journals  and  Obfervations. 
t'roligi*    Chriftopher  Columbus  returning  into  Europe, 
ous Wealth yrkh  Tuch  Advantageous  Inftru&ions,  made 
brought    Application  to  Ferdinand  King  of  Castile  and 
thence.     Aragon,  who  laid  out  but  17000  Crowns,  for 
the  fitting  out  of  three  fmall  Ships,  which 
were  the  Occafion  of  his  gaining  above  fixty 
Millions  of  Gold  in  a  few  Years.  Since  then 
his  Succeflbrs  have  found  inexhauftable  Mines 
of  Treafure  in  that  new  World,  for  it  ap- 
pears by  the  Regifter,  or  Entry  Books  of 
Sevti  that  from  the  Year  1519  till  that  of 
16 17,  there  came  into  Spain  1536  Millions  of 
Gold,  all  brought  from  the  Wefi  Indies. 
fbeDutch    The  Dutch,  who  have  apply'd  themfelves 
to  Navagation  with  greater  Eagernefs  and 
more  Succefs,  than  any  other  European  Na- 
tion, are  become  formidable  by  their  pro- 
digious Wealth      fo  that  they  now  dare 
prefume   to    cope   with   Crown  d  Heads, 
and  oppofe  the  greateft  Monarchies  on  the 
Earth. 

the  R0-  ,Th*s  w«tei7,  Nation  has  fucceeded  the 
mans.  Phtnkianf,  the  Syracufans,  the  Rhodians,  the 
Carthaginians,  the  Alexandrians  and  the  Peo- 
ple of  Marjeilles  in  the  nice  underftanding 
of  Trade.  The  Romans  fent  mighty  Fleets 
into  India  and  omitted  Nothing  that  might 
tend  to  the  Advancement  of  Commerce 
but  that  was  almoft  loft  entirely  fince 
the  Innundation  of  the  Barbarous  Nations. 
The  Lng-     The   EngUfr    have    alfo   perform»d  many 

Voyages,  which  have  been  Beneficial  to  their 
Country.  They  have  Vifited  all  the  Mands, 
and  all  the  Coafts  of  the  Eift  and  Well 
Indies,  of  A: rich  and  the  North.    They  have 
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befides  Traveli'd  by  Land  into  Mufcovy,  Per- 
pa,  the  Moguls  Dominions,  Xartary,  China, 
and  Ethiopia.  They  have  difcover'd  Virgi- 
nia, New  England  and  New  Scotland,  bring- 
ing Home  very  great  Wealth  from  all  thofe 
Countries  at  feveral  Times. 

No  Nation  has  advanc'd  its  Trade  more  f™¥nif' 
than  the  Englifli  have  done  •  for  they  haveiix  rJ 
or  feven  feveral  Companies  to  that  End.,  which 
help  to  enrich  others   not  concern'd,  and 
employ  abundance  of  Poor,  who  mult  other- 
therwife  go  a  Begging. 

About  the  Year  1524,  King  Francis  tht^W**9 
Firftof  France  fet  out  fa me  Ships  which  fail'd  ana  a* 
from  Cape  Breton  along  the  Coafts  of  Virgi- 
nia and  Florida,  for  near  Seven  Hundred 
Leagues  in  Length  ;  but  the  Pilot,  who  had 
the  Direction  of  that  Fleet,  was  taken  and 
devour'd  by  the  Savages.  Ten  Years  after, 
that  fame  Prince  fent  again  to  difcover  Canada, 
and  the  Cod  Fifhery. 

In  the  Year  1555,  the  Sicur  de  Villegagnon, To  Brazil 
Knight  of  Malta,  undertook  a  Voyage  to 
Brazil,  in  America,  under  the  Protection  of 
the  Admiral  Chatillon,  promifing  him  to  plant 
Proteftant  Colonies  in  that  Country,  which 
had  been  before  difcover'd  by  Peter  Alvarez, 
Admiral  under  Emanuel,  King  of  Portugal. 
The  following  Year  Americm  Vefpucius,  who 
had  before  difcover'd  the  Continent,  went 
thither  on  the  fame  King's  Account,  for 
whom  he  took  Polfeffion  of  it.  The  next 
Voyage  he  made  in  the  Year  1504,  he  dif- 
cover'd the  Bay  of  All-Saints.  The  French 
gave  that  Country  the  Name  of  Brazil,  be- 
caufe  that  Wood  grows  there  in  prodigi- 
ous Quantities,  in  fome  particular  Places. 
The  Toupinabom  and  the  Margajats  were  the 
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Nations  of  that  Country,  which  Villegagmn 
was  oblig'd  to  abandon,  becaufe  he  receiv'd 
no  Succours  from  France  ;  whereupon  the  For- 
tuguefes  took  PoiTeflion  of  them. 
fcFlorida  Charles  the  Ninth,  King  of  France,  by  the 
Advice  of  the  Admiral  Coligni,  fent  fbme 
Ships  to  Florida,  which  was  not  yet  Inhabited 
by  any  Chriftians,  tho1  it  had  been  before  dif? 
cover'd  in  the  Reign  of  King  Francis  the  Firft, 
"John  Ponce  de  Leon,  a  Spaniard,  came  upon  that 
Coaft  in  the  Year  1512,  and  call'd  it  Florid 
da,  becaufe  he  Arriv'd  there  on  Eafter  Sun- 
dayy  which  the  Spaniards  call  Fafqua  Florida, 
on  Account  that  at  Eafler  the  Flowers  ap- 
pear in  Spain.  The  Spaniards  abandon'd  it, 
by  Reafon  that  all  thofe  they  fent  thither 
were  devour'd  by  the  Savage  Natives. 
French fet-  The  French  finding  that  Country  forfaken, 
tj$  there,  refolv'd  to  fettle  there,  and  People  it,  in 
Order  to  plant  the  Chriftian  Faith  ;  but  the 
Civil  Wars  which  happened  about  that  Time 
were  the  Occahon  of  neglecting  thofe  Plan- 
tations. The  fatal  Confequences  of  the  League 
being  remov'd  by  the  Acceffion  of  King  Hen- 
ry the  Fourth  to  the  Crown  of  France,  feri- 
pus  Application  was  again  made  for  rc- 
iftoring  of  Navigation  and  Trade,  towards 
putting  the  Kingdom  again  into  a  good  Po- 
fture,  it  being  then  much  exhaufted. 
F<rft  At-  In  tne  Year  15P8,  the  Marquefs  de  la  Roche 
ttmpt  upon  had  a  CommifTion  given  him  for  the  Conqueffc 
Canada.  0f  Canada  and  other  Countries,  not  in  the 
PoITeffion  of  any  Chriftian  Prince.  He  had 
Leave  given  him  to  raife  Men,  for  the  bet- 
ter Eftabliming  of  Trade,  and  promoting  the 
Chriftian  Faith  in  thofe  Countries  he  mould 
difcover,  that  they  might  be  brought  under  the 
Dominion  of  France, 
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In  1603,  the  Sleur  de  Mons,  a  Gentleman  **rth3 
of  Xaintonge,  offer'd  the  Court  a  Project  for  ^fj/5 
fettling  a°Colony  in  the  new  found  Lands, 
which  was  approv'd  of.  A  Commiffion  was 
given  him  to  be  Lieu  tenant- General  in  New 
France.  With  this  Authority  he  fail'd  from 
Havre  de  Grace,  and  with  him  the  Sievr  de 
Toutrincour,  a  Gentleman  of  Pkardy,  and  the 
Sieur  Cbamflein.  He  built  a  Fort  at  Quebec, 
in  order  to  make  a  farther  Progrefs  into 
thofe  Countries  till  he  fhould  come  to  the 
Weftern  Ocean,  and  to  endeavour  thus  to 
find  out  a  new  Way  to  Mexico.  In  the  Year 
1609,  they  difcover'd  the  Country  of  the 
Iroquois,  on  whom  they  made  War.  They 
found  Nations  of  Savages  arm'd  with  Clubs, 
Bows  and  Arrows.  Towns  pal i faded  about 
a  very  fruitful  and  pleafant  Country  Corn, 
Vines  and  Fruit  Trees. 

The  Jefuits  went  over  into  Canada,  in  the  ^ttam> 
Year  1611,  upon  the  Holy  Defign  of  Labour- 
ing for  the  Converfion  of  Savages.  The  great- 
eft  Obftacle  they  met  with  in  their  Conver- 
fion was  Polygamy,  or  the  Plurality  of  Wives, 
which  thofe  wild  People  could  not  endure 
to  be  depriv'd  of.  Befides  that  thofe  Bar- 
barians are  naturally  Rude,  given  to  Liber- 
tinifm,  Lazy,  Superftitious,  addi&ed  to  Ma- 
gick,  and  fcai  ce  capable  of  the  Purity  of  Chri- 
ftian  Religion. 

Another  great  Obftacle  againft  the  making  The'  Eng- 
of  good  Settlements  in  Canada,  was  that  the  li{h  3*** 
Englijh  in  Virginia,  who  are  not  very  remote, loiii9 
look'd  upon  them  with  a  jealous  Eye,  btcaufe 
they  leuen  the  great  Advantage  they  made 
by  Trading  with  the  Indians. 
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aZt    ,  Tte  ComPany  eftablilh'd  for  carrying  on 
C«w.  t!ie  Trade  Qf  NeWFr*»ce,  was  much  encon- 
rag'd   and  rais'd  by  the  Favour  of  Cardinal 
Richelieu,  the  Chief  and  Superintendant  of 
the  French  Navigation  and  Commerce.  He 
gave  full  Power  to  the  Sieurs  de  Roquemont, 
Bouel  and  other  Partners,  to  fend  ever  Colo^ 
nies,  and   to  put  themfelves  into  a  Pollute 
to  oppofe  any  other  Potentates.    An  Hun- 
dred Perfons  join'd  and  mutually  bound  them- 
felves together  for  fifteen  Years,  ingaging  to 
fend  over  four  Thoufand  Perfons  of  both  Sexes 
into  thofe  New  Countries,  and  to  provide  them 
withal}  NecefTaries. 
r.ncou-       Three  VefTels  fail'd  from  Dieppe,   in  the 
fAfZTr  Year  1 tonch'd  at  Brazil,  pafs'd  in  Sight 
for  otters,  of  the  Country  of  Ethiopia,   and  arriv'd  at 
Sumatra,  notwithflanding  all  the  Oppofition 
made  by  the  Enalijh  and  Dutch.    In  1621, 
a    new   Company  was  Erefted  for  diftant 
Voyages  to  the  Weftward,  for  the  Cod  and 
Whale  Fifnery,   and  for  fecuring  the  Colo- 
pies  in  New  France.    The  great  Profit  made 
by  thofe  New  Companies,  prevail'd  upon 
Lewis  the  XIII.  to  make  it  his  fpecial  Care 
to  fend  People  into  Canada,  Newfoundland, 
St.  Chrijlopher  and  Barbada,  the  Luc ay 0  Iflands, 
and  feveral  other  Parts.    In  the  Year  1627 
°UC  an  °rdinance,  exhorting  his  Sub- 
jects to  ered  Companies  for  Trade,  promi- 
sing to  fupport  and  allow  them  Convoys  of 
his  Men  of  War;   and  exprefly  forbidding 
all  thofe  who  undertook  long  Voyages,  not 
to  attempt   any  thing  againft  the  Kings, 
ptates,  and  Princes,  who  were  Friends  and 
Allies  to  his  Crown,  or  their  Subjects,  Goods, 
or  Rights,  purfuant  to  the  Treaties  with 
fhem  concluded. 

All 
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All  thefe  Voyages  made  Way  for  the  Mif- -^v*»'«- 
fioners  and  Evangelical  Labourers,  to  convey ment  .°f 
the  Light  of  the  Faith  into  all  Parts  of  the  ^hgl0n' 
World  ;  fo  that  there  is  no  Kingdom  fo 
remote,  or  Nation  fo  barbarous,  where  the 
Jefuits,  the  Franciscans,  the  Dominicans,  and 
feveral  other  Religious  Men  have  not  preach'd 
the  Kingdom  of  God,  to  the  great  Glory 
and  Advancement  of  the  Chriftian  Name. 
Among  the  reft,  the  Jefuits,  who  take  a 
particular  Vow  in  Relation  to  Millions, 
have  fignaliz'd  their  Zeal  by  their  Patience 
and  Shedding  of  their  Blood,  even  to  the 
utnuoft  Bounds  of  the  Earth.  They  have 
fetled  themfelves  in  Afa,  Africk  and  Ame- 
rica, at  Siam,  in  China,  and  Japan,  in  the 
Iflands  of  the  Eaft  Indies,  along  the  Coafts 
of  Guinea,  in  the  Kingdom  of  Tunquin,  and 
feveral  other.  Places,  where  they  made 
a  confiderable  Progrefs  towards  eftablilhing 
the  Chriftian  Faith,  as  appears  by  the  late.  Re- 
lations they  have  publiih'd. 

*  I  look  upon  St.  Francis  Xaverim  to  have  st.  Xive- 
been  the  greateft  Traveller  of  all  Modern  rius. 
Apoftles.  Thofe  who  have  computed  his 
Travels  reckning  up  the  Diftance  of  all  the 
Places  he  was  at,  putting  them  all  toge- 
ther at  Length,  have  found  that -he  had  run 
in  his  Way  Thirty  Three  Thoufand  Leagues, 
which  is  above  three  Times  round  the  Compafs 
of  the  Earth. 

There  is  ftill  an  infinite  Number  of  Rdi- Mijfions. 
gious  Men  of  all  Orders,  who  fpend  their 
whole  Lives  with  a  more  than  Heroick  Re- 
folution,  in  Travelling  among  the  moft  Sa- 
vage Nations,  in  order  to  root  out  Vice, 
Idolatry  and  Superftition,  and  to  bring  over 
thofe  People  to  the  Knowledge  and  Love 

of 


2#  An  Introductory  Difcourfe 

of  the  true  God.  The  Secular  Priefts  and  par- 
ticularly thofe  Gentlemen  of  the  foreign  Mif- 
fions,  are  no  lefs  zealous  than  the  Regulars. 
Some  are  fent  every  Year  out  of  their  Semi- 
nary, to  the  extreme  Parts  of  the  World,  to 
preach  the  Gofpel  with  immenfe  Labour  and 
Toil.  There  only  remain,  at  prefent,  fome 
Countries  towards  the  North  and  South  which 
have  not  been  difcover'd,  and  whither  the 
Light  of  the  Gofpel  has  not  been  as  yet  con- 
vey'd. 

Trade.  Since  the  eftablifliing  of  fo  many  excellent 
Manufactures  in  France,  thro'  the  Care  and 
Induftry  of  the  late  Monfieur  Colbert,  the  carry- 
ing on  a  Trade  with  all  Nations  upon  theEarth 
is  grown  much  eafier,  fupplying  them  with  our 
Produ&,our  Manufactures  and  fuch  Abundance 
of  exquifitive  Curiofities  of  all  forts,  as  we  are 
able  to  furnifh,  in  Exchange  for  the  Richeft 
Commodities  to  be  found  in  ftrange  Countries, 
without  being  neceffitated  to  carry  Money  out 
of  the  Kingdom. 
Defign  of  All  the  World  is  fufficiently  convinced  of 
ths  Work.  tne  great  Advantages  that  are  to  be  made  of 
the  Knowledge  of  and  Acquaintance  with 
ftrange  Countries  •,  either  for  the  Advancement 
of  Trade-,  for  fatisfying  theCuriofity  of  thofe 
who  only  covet  Information  ;  or  for  the  en- 
flaming  the  Zeal  of  others,  who  have  Refolu- 
tion  enough  to  go  carry  the  Light  of  the  Gof- 
pel into  thofe  vaft  Countries,  which  ftill 
groan  under  the  Darknefs  of  Ignorance,  of  Su- 
perftition  and  Idolatry.  This  has  made  me 
conclude  it  would  be  a  coniiderable  Piece  of 
Service  to  the  Publick,  to  give  them  a  corn- 
pleat  Catalogue  of  all  Authors  ancient  and 
modern,  who  have  writ  Hiftories  and  Rela- 
tions of  all  the  Voyages  and  Travels  under- 
taken in  all  Parts  of  the  World*  Ac- 
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*  Accordingly  we  fhall  deliver  the  Titles  of  Verfor* 
their  Works we  fhall  make  an  Abftraam^e 
of  the  Lives  and  Adventures  of  the  Travel- 
lers, with  a  brief  Account  of  their  Travels, 
and  of  what  is  moft  curious  and  remarkable 
in  them,  either  relating  to  natural  Hiftory, 
or  to  Geography,  the  Cuftoms,  Manners, 
Trade,  Religion  and  Hiftory  of  the  Country 
we  fhall  carefully  examine  the  Works  we  are 
to  take  in  Pieces,  and  give  an  impartial  Judg- 
ment concerning  the  Character  of  their  Nar- 
ration. This  Abridgement  will  plainly  de- 
monftrate  the  great  Advantages  of  Travel- 
ling, and  what  Credit  is  to  be  given  to  the 
Relations  of  Travellers  we  fhall  prefcribe 
Rules  for  the  better  diftinguifhing  between 
fuch  Authors  and  Fatts  as  deferve  to  bebe- 
liev'd,  and  fuch  as  do  not.  Thofe  who  have 
not  Leifure,  or  at  leaft  not  Application  e- 
nough  to  read  fo  many  large  Volumes  as 
have  been  writ  by  Travellers,  will  have 
their  Satisfa&ion  in  the  Abftra&s  we  fhall 
give  them,  where  in  a  few  Words  they  will 
find  as  much  as  will  fuffice  to  anfwer  their 
Curiofity. 

For  we  fhall  give  them  a  particular  View  4J>ft'*8t 
of  all  the  remarkable  Travels  fince  the  Be-^rr*' 
ginning  of  the  World  till  our  Days  we  fhall 
lay  down  the  Reafons  there  were  for  under- 
taking of  them,  and  the  Defign  of  the  At- 
tempt, with  the  Succefs  towards  the  Improve- 
ment of  Philofophy,  Phyfick  and  Aftronomy, 
&c.  We  fhall  endeavour  to  prove  the  Ad- 
vantage, that  may  be  made  in  Trade,  the 
Faults  that  have  been  committed,  and  the 
Meafures  to  be  taken  for  fucceeding 
in  the  Time  to  come.  We  fhall  treat 
pf  the  fettling  of  Colonies,  fent  abroad  by 
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fo  many  feveral  Nations ;  and  mark  down 
the  Years  in  which  thofe  Voyages  were  per- 
form'd,  the  Names  of  the  Perfons  and  of 
the  Princes  that  fent  them,  either  to  fettle 
Trade,  or  to  acquire  a  more  perfect  Know- 
ledge of  thofe  Places. 

tion^*'  ma^         S've  **ome  ^ea  °^  Naviga- 

tion, which  in  our  Days  has  been  brought  to 
great  Perfection  *,  fince  Men  now  fail  with  as 
much  Safety  to  the  fartheft  Parts  of  the  Earth, 
as  they  do  to  the  Countries  they  are  belt  ac- 
quainted with.    Thofe  who  travel  and  have 
any  Infight  in  the  Sphere  and  the  Mathema- 
ticks,  might  ftill  add  farther  Perfection  to  Na- 
vigation, by  fetting  down  the  Diftances  of 
Places  exactly,  obferving  of  Longitudes  and 
the  Variation  of  the  Compafs. 
Multitude  t  Tho'  feveral  Authors  have  writ  concern- 
oj Author s.lng  the  fame  Travels,  yet  we  fhall  not  forbear 
making  Extracts  of  them,  for  the  furni fil- 
ing a  more  compleat  Hiftory  of  every  Country, 
and  an  exact  Geography.    For  it  being  impof- 
fible  for  a  Traveller  to  fee  and  obferve  all 
Things,  thofe  who  come  after  him  take  notice 
of  coniTderable  Matters  that  had  efcap'd  his 
•    Search  ^  befides  that  the  Agreement  we  find 
in  feveral  Relations  left  to  Pofterity  by  divers 
Perfons  of  diftinct  Countries,  is  an  undeniable 
Proof,  that  they  have  delivered  the  real  Truth 
in  their  Writings,  and  that  we  may  rely  on 
what  they  tell  us. 
order  of    The        Part  of  tms  Collection  mail  con- 
tbis  vrork.ta\n  the  Voyages  made  into  the  North  and 
South  America,  to  the  Streights  of  Magellan 
and  into  the  Pacifick  or  South  Sea,  in  due 
Order  of  Time  as  they  happen'd,  beginning 
from  Chriftopher  Columbus  and  Americus  Vefyu- 

cius  and  descending  to  this  Time.   Next  fhall 

follow 
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follow  the  Voyages  into  Afrkl  and  £gyjtf, 
along  the  Coafts  of  Barbary,  and  thofe  of 
the  Ocean  ,  from  the  Streights  Mouth  to 
the  Iflands  of  Madagafcar,  up  the  Red  Sea, 
and  the  Travels  by  Land  into  the  Country. 
The  Readers  Curiofity  mall  be  fatisfy'd  as 
to  all  the  Rarities  of  Afia  ;  he  mall  have  laid 
before  him  all  that  is  Remarkable  in  the 
,  LefTer  Afia,  the  Holy  Land,  Perfia,  Jndia^  Tar~ 
tary,  China,  Japan,  and  the  adjacent  Iflands. 
We  are  better  acquainted  with  all  that  re- 
lates to  Europe,  and  thofe  Things  being  near- 
er to  us,  we  feem  to  have  the  lefs  Regard 
for  them  *,  however  we  fhall  not  omit  ta- 
king an  exad  View  of  that  Part  of  the 
World,  and  giving  curious  Extracts  of  all 
Travels  into  Italy,  France,  Spain,  the  Le- 
vant, the  North,  Germany,  England  and  all 
the  other  Kingdoms  and  Republicks  of  Eu- 
rope. Nothing  that  is  trivial,  or  generally 
known  to  all  the  World  mall  be  here  de- 
livered, but  only  fuch  Things  as  may  be 
thought  worthy  the  Obfervation  of  the  moft 
Judicious  Perfons. 

To  the  End  that  nothing  be  wanting  MoftheAu* 
his  Work,  which  may  any  Way  be  fatis-tfo™. 
factory  to  a  curious  and  ingenious  Reader, 
he  mall  have  the  Names  of  the  Authors,  who 
have  writ  of  all  forts  of  Voyages  and  Tra- 
vels ;  and  fhort  Cricizifmes  on  their  Works. 
The  Authentick  fhall  be  diftinguifti'd  from 
the  Apocryphal,  that  fo  every  Man  may 
have  Recourfe  to  the  Writers  of  Reputation, 
who  have  received  the  moft  general  Credit 
and  Applaufe. 

.  An  infinite  Number  of  Manuferipts  has  sp*»ijb 
been  found  in  the  Archives  of  Peru,  andAuthon* 
new  Spain,  which  a  very  learu'd  Man  has 

caus'd 
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caus'd  to  be  printed,  and  will  afford  much 
Light  for  the  better  underftanding  of  Au- 
thors. Thofe  who  have  writ  the  Affairs  of 
India,  as  Abraham  Ortelius^  Antony  de  Hernia, 
Brother  Alphonfo  Fernandez,  and  Maldonado, 
have  not  been  fo  nice  and  exact  in  their 
Relations  as  could  be  wifh'd.  Such  as  go 
over  to  the  Weft  Indies  make  it  their  Bu- 
finefs  rather  to  feek  for  Gold  and  Silver, 
than  to  enquire  into  what  relates  to  Sciences. 
This,  which  ought  to  be  the  Principal  Aim, 
is  as  it  were  laid  afide,  and  whatfoever  is  done 
towards  it  is  with  much  Negligence  and  Su- 
perficially. It  is  a  Fault  the  Spaniards  may 
with  fome  Colour  of  Juftice  be  charg'd  with, 
there  is  more  Information  to  be  had  in  the 
Books  of  Foreigners  than  in  their  own,  of 
all  that  relates  to  the  Conquefts  they  have 
made  in  the  new  World. 
strangers.  This  Affertion  of  mine  will  eafily  be  cre- 
dited, if  we  confult  the  Works  of  Sir  Water 
Rawleigh,  which  he  compos'd  about  Guiana 
and  the  River  Dorado  •  Hackluit  and  John 
Baptifta  Ramufio,  whofe  Works  are  in  three 
Volumes  in  Folio  \  Samuel  Purchas,  in  five 
Volumes  in  Folio Gafper  Borleus,  in  his  new 
World  j  Jerome  Benzone  and  Levinius  ApoU 
lomus,  in  their  Hiftories  }  Theodore  de  Brye 
and  his  Sons  in  their  Voyages }  John  Buterus^'m 
his  Relations  ;  Antony  Maginus  and  GerardMer- 
cator,  in  their  Defcriptions,  &c.  All  thefe  Au- 
thors are  perfectly  well  acquainted  with  the 
new  World  j  they  fpent  more  Time  and  took 
more  Pains  to  learn  the  Curiofities,  than  to 
gather  the  Wealth  of  it. 

Taver-    Pliny  *"ayS      's  the  ^ature  °f  Man  t0  *ove 
nier.  ^  "Novelty,  and  that  it  is  this  Natural  Incli- 
nation which  prompts  him  to  Travel.  We 

have 
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have  in  onr  Days  feen  Monfieur  Tavemier,  at 
fourfcore  Years  of  Age,  fet  out  on  his  Jour- 
ney to  Perfia,  with  as  much  Alacrity,  as 
much  Eagernefs,  and  as  little  Concern,  as 
if  he  were  but  going  to  far  failles.  He  could 
not  prevail  upon  himfelf  to  reft  long  in  a 
Place,  after  he  had  fpent  his  whole  Life 
in  travelling.  Man  is  naturaly  reftlefs,  the 
Sight  of  the  fame  Objects  becomes  of- 
fenfive  to  him.  This  it  is  that  puts  him 
upon  going  far  from  his  native  Country,  to 
find  out  fomething  new,  that  may  furnim 
him  Matter  of  Admiration,  or  pleafe  his 
Curiofity  ,  improve  his  Knowledge,  or  feed 
his  Avarice  and  covetous  Temper  with  Hope 
of  Gain. 

It  may  well  be  faid,  that  travelling  is  ufe-Anachar- 
ful  for  the  rendring  of  Man  more  Polite fls* 
and  AccomplifiYd,  and  removing  all  he  has 
that  is  rude  and  unpolifti'd.  Anacharfis  the 
Philofopher,  by  Birth  a  Scythian,  undertook 
feveral  Journeys  to  disburden  himfelf  of  the 
Barbarous  and  Savage  Cuftoms  he  had  con- 
traded  in  his  Native  Country.  It  is  moft 
certain  that  thofe,  who  never  have  been  out 
of  Sight  of  their  Father's  Houfes,  feldom 
arrive  to  any  great  Perfedion  either  in  Arts, 
or  Sciences.  We  every  Year  fend  young 
Proficients  in  Painting  and  Architecture  to 
Rome,  to  render  them  perfed  in  thofe  noble 
Arts,  by  viewing  the  many  exquifite  Mo- 
dels, and  copying  the  rare  Originals  there 
are  in  that  Metropolis  of  the  World.  No- 
thing is  more  certain  than  that  the  Imagi- 
nation muft  be  fed  with  new  Objeds,  which"  - 
may  in  fome  meafure  lift  it  above  it  felf. 
When  a  Man  continually  beholds  the  fame 
Thing,  he  has  always  the  fame  Idea's,  and 

his 
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his  Fancy  is  confrVd  to  a  narrow  Com* 
pafs. 

pberf0'  Philoftratuf  makes  Apollonim  Thyanem  fay, 
p  ers.  That,  if  a  young  Man  defires  to  gain 
Reputation,  he  mult  Travel  into  ftrange 
Countries,  as  if  he  were  baniftYd  his  own. 
The  Daintinefs,  Sloath,  and  Indulgence  Men 
are  bred  with,  who  never  ftir  out  of  their 
own  Country,  dulls  the  Soul,  and  renders 
it  incapable  of  aiming  at  high  Things. 
If  we  may  believe  Pliny,  feveral  of  the  greateft 
Philofophers,  as  Pythagoras,  Empedocles,  De- 
mocritm,  Plato,  &c.  crofs'd  the  Seas,  more 
like  baniftYd  Men,  than  Travellers.  They 
were  afraid  left  a  delicate  and  eafie  Courfe 
of  Life,  Conveniences  and  Pleafures,  which 
they  might  have  enjoy'd  at  Home,  fhould 
take  them  off  from  Labour  and  the  Study  of 
Wifdom. 

Travellers  It  is  not  enough  to  Travel,  to  crofs  the 
^  "  **Seas,  and  to  vifit  abundance  of  Kingdoms 
™a  lM  '  and  Provinces ;  there  muft  be  Senle  and 
Judgment  to  make  an  Advantage  of  Travel- 
ling. Plato  direded,  that  the  State  mould 
make  Choice  of  difcreet,  and  folid  Perfons 
to  Travel,  to  the  End  that  being  prefent  at 
the  Publick  Games,  at  the  Ceremonies  in  the 
Temples,  the  General  AfTemblies  of  the  Peo- 
ple in  ftrange  Countries^  they  might  pick 
all  they  found  moft  worthy  to  be  obferv'd, 
to  impart  it  to  their  Countrymen  at  their 
Return. 

travels      Experience  has  mown  that  feveral  young 
w<?«iMtfw-perf011Si  who  were  ruin'd  through  Sloath  and 
ners'      Debauchery  in  their  own  Countries,  have, 
by  Travelling,   become  Sober,  Temperate 
and  Virtuous.    Marcus  AureUus,  the  Empe- 
rour,   found  no  better  Method  to  give  a 

Check 
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Check  to  the  Diforders,  extravagant  Expen- 
ses, and  Diflblution  of  his,  Collegue  Lucius. 
Verus$  than  by  engaging  him  in  making  War 
on  the  Parthians  ;  that  the  Fatigue  of  Tra- 
velling, and  the  Dangers  of  a  Foreign  War, 
might  find  him  fo  much  Employment,  as  to 
divert  him  from  Pleafure  y  and  that  the  Peo- 
ple of  Rome  might  not  be  Witnefs  of  his 
Riots,  and  by  being  Abroad  he  might  learn 
to  be  a  good  Husband,  and  moderate  his 
Expences. 

Whilft  Anaxagoras  Travelled,  his  Kindred,^ 
or  thofe  who  envy'd  him  wafted  and  con- Mi»£ 
fum'd  all  his  Eftate  j  but  he  was  nothing 
concern'd  at  that  Lofs,  faying,  /  [  had  not 
been  fafe,  unlejs  thofe  Good$  had  been  lofi.  An 
Expreffion  worthy  fo  great  a  Philofopher, 
and  which  Valerius  Maximas^  who  has  recorded 
it,  admires,asthe  Effect  of  aWifdom  abfolutely 
confummate.  Anaxagoras  had  perhaps  never 
a"ttain'd  to  fuch  a  high  Degree  of  Virtue,  and 
fo  perfect  a  Contempt  of  all  Things,  had  he 
always  liv'd  in  his  Native  Country,  and  con- 
tented himfelf  as  raoft  Men  do,  with  look- 
ing no  farther  than  to  preferve  or  improve 
his  Patrimony.  This  is,  very  likely,  one 
of  the  Thingsthat  mod  of  all  makesiMen  de- 
generate, and  keeps  them  in  a  mean  Eftate  y 
whereas  thofe  who  travel  are  difengag'd 
from  all'  thofe  Cares  and  confequently 
may  give  their  Mind  the  freer  Scope  to 
range. 

It  is  beyond,  all  Controverfy,  that  the  rerfcfi. 
Ancients  added  an  infinite   Perfection  toAns-a*$ 
Arts  and  Sciences,  by  the  Affiftance  of  Tra-"*aem^ 
yelling  •,  and  the  Reafon  of  it  is,  becaufe, 
in  thofe  Days  every  one.  took  Care  to 
caufe  the  new  Difcoveries,;  he  made  in  any  - 
D  Science, 
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Science,  to  be  carv'd  on  Stone  or  Brick,  as 
Herodotm  and  Jofephtu  affiire  us,  fpeaking  of 
the  Chaldeans,  the  Phenicians  and  the  Egyptians. 
So  that  the  Travellers  who  went  to  confult 
thofe  Monuments,  fill'd  their  Collections  with 
Abundance  of  Curious  Remarks,  wherewith 
they  enrich'd  their  Country  at  their  Re- 
turn. There  are  ft  ill  Monuments  of  this 
fort  found  under  Ground,  in  the  Fields,  on 
Mountains,  in  Caves,  and  under  the  Ruins 
of  ancient  Structures. 
Infante  in  But  not  to  look  back  fo  far  how  great 
trance.  Advantages  has  France  reap'd  by  the  Ob^ 
fervations  of  our  modern  Travellers,  for  the 
greater  Perfection  of  Geography,  Navigati- 
on, and  all  the  Parts  of  the  Mathematicks  ? 
How  great  Wealth,  and  what  Precious  Silks 
have  been  brought  from  China,  and  other 
theremoteft  Countries  ? 
Encou.  jjow  much  js  the  publick  beholding  to 
*&ff  rIL  ^ew^  tne  Great,  who  has  made  fuch  noble 
gives.  Provifion  within  his  Kingdom  and  in  foreign 
Countries,  as  Africk  and  America,  for  the 
Advancement  of  Sciences  and  the  Improve- 
ment of  Arts  ?  He  has  fent  abroad  able 
Men,  furnilh'd  with  excellent  Inftruments, 
to  take  Latitudes  and  make  other  neceflary 
Obfervations  for  attaining  the  Perfe&ion  of 
Navigation.  His  extraordinary  Care  in  fup« 
porting  the  Colonies  and  Plantations  in  Ame~ 
rica  and  Canada,  has  procur'd  his  People  Abun- 
dance of  Things  neceflary  for  the  Satisfaction 
of  this  Life  and  for  promoting  of  Trade  by 
the  Addition  of  curious  Manufactures  of  all 
Sorts.  But  all  this  is  nothing,if  compar'd  with 
the  Zeal  he  fhows,  in  fending  out  Miflioners 
at  bis  own  Colt,  into  China,  Japan,  Syria,  and 
many  other  Parts.   He  now  maintains  a  con- 

fiderable 
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fiderable  number  of  young  Men,  in  the  Col- 
ledge,  which  bears  his  Name,  and  lends  them 
into  their  own  Countries,  when  they  have 
finifh'd  their  Studies.  Thefe  young  Miffioners 
of  feveral  Nations,  for  there  are  Greeks,  Turh^ 
Armenians  and  feveral  others,  go  back  to  con- 
vert their  Kindred  and  Countrymen  to  the 
Faith  of  JESUS  CHRIST,  and  to  proclaim 
every  Where  the  Magnificence  of  their  Bene- 
factor,  to  the  immortal  Glory  of  that  great 
Prince. 

Thus  much  may  fuffice  towards  proving  the 
Excellency  and  Advantages  of  travellings 
every  one  will  b*  much  more  fully  convinc'd* 
of  it  by  reading  the  Colledion  defign'd  here 
to  be  given  to  the  publick,  of  all  the  confi- 
derable  Voyages  and  Travels,  which  have  been 
|>erform'd  into  all  Parts  of  the  World. 
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Voyages  and  Travels 
Into  the  Old  and  New 

WORLD, 

C  H  A  P.  I. 

Chriftopher  Columbus  fets  out  upon  Dif- 
coverf.    Account  of  the  Canary  Iflands. 

Hrifiopher  Columbus  was  born  at  Colura- 
'  Genoa,  of  mean  Parentage,  and  bu&Birtb 
from  his  Infancy  apply'd  himfelf  &c. 
to  Navigation,  as  moft  of  the 
Genoefes  do,  who  have  no  For- 
tunes.  He  had  a  {harp,  fpright- 
fy  Wit,  and  great  Capacity }  and  having  be- 
gan early  to  addift  himfelf  to  examine  the 
Motions  of  the  Heavens,  and  to  perfect  him- 
felf in  the  Ufe  of  the  Altrolabe  and  other 

Inftru- 
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Inftruments  proper  for  Navigation,  he  in  a  fliort 
Time  made  very  confiderable  Progrefs  in  that 
Profeflion  in  fo  much,  that  he  far  exceeded 
all  the  ableft  and  moft  expert  Navigators 
of  his  Time.  He  at  firft  perform'd  feveral 
Voyages  out  of  the  Streights,  towards  Por- 
tugal, nicely  obferving  what  Winds  general- 
ly blew,  during  the  feveral  Seafons  of  the 
Year.  Being  of  a  ftrong  and  healthy  Con- 
ftitution,  at  forty  Years  of  Age,  he  refolv'd 
to  attempt  a  Voyage -for  Difcovery  of  the 
new  World,  and  to  find  out  all  thofe 
mighty  Treafures,  that  were  there  ftiut  up 
firft  z?<?-from  the  Knowledge  of  Europeans  for  fo  ma- 
hn  °fdif-  ny  Ages.  He  made  this  Project  known  to 
fpef»i:  the  mod:  confiderable  Men  of  the  Repubr 
lick  of  Genoa,  propofing  to  them  to  rig 
and  fit  out  fome  Ships,  with  all  NeceQaries 
for  the  undertaking  of  fo  great  an  Enter- 
prize.  This  Defign,  at  firft  Sight,  appeared 
to  them  altogether  Chimerical,  and  they 
look'd  upon  all  Columbus  faid  to  them,  of  a 
Poffibility  of  going  to  the  utmoft  Extremi- 
ty of  the  World,  according  to  the  Rules  of 
his  Art  ,  as  a  meer  Dream  and  Fable  ; 
*ho'  they  had  before  heard  talk  of  a  vaft 
Ifland,  which  lay  at  a  great  Diftance  from 
the  Mouth  of  the  Streigks,  difcover'd  ma- 
ny Ages  before  and  mention'd  by  Ancient 
Authors. 

Ooes  into  Columbus  perceiving  how  little  notice  his 
Portugal  Country-men  took  of  his  Propofal,  went 
away  into  Portugal  and  made  the  fame  Of- 
fers to  that  King  as  he  had  before  done 
to  the  Cenoefes.  The  Portuguefe  Sailers,  who 
are  naturally  proud,  and  intra&able,  pre- 
sently rejected  the  Overtures  of  Columbus , 
with  Scorn,  looking  upon  them  as  extra- 
vagant 
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vagant  Notions,  and  little  better  than  Mad- 
nefs,  being  offended  that  any  Man  ftould 
prefume  to  be  better  skilPd  than  they,  in 
the  Art  of  Navigation,  tho'  as  yet  they 
had  fail'd  no  farther  than  along  the  Coafts 
of  'Africk,  without  venturing  out  of  Sight 
of  Land  }  for  they  were  even  then  of  the 
Opinion  of  the  Ancients,  who  believ'd  that, 
whofoever  fliould  dare  draw  near  to  the  ' 
Equinodial,  would  be  quite  burnt  by  the  j 
Sun.  Thus  they  refiis'd  to  give  any  Credit 
to  what  they  were  told  of  the  Voyages  of 
fome  Mariners,  who  departing  from  Cadiz., 
had  rounded  all  Africk  and  gone  up  into  the 
Red  Sea.  # 

The  Ignorance  or  Jealoufy  of  the  Portugueses  With' 
difappointed   all   Columbus's  Defigns,   ItiW**"*  **" 
feeing  the  Hopes  he  had  conceiv'd  fallen  to5pam' 
nothing,  and  having  heard  talk  of  the  great 
Generofity  and  Magnificence  of  Ferdinand  the 
Catholick  King  of  Spain,  and  of  Queen  FMzjtbetb^ 
his  Confort,  refolv'd  to  go  away  to  that 
Court,  and  never  to  depart  from  it,  till  he 
had  perfwaded  them  to  furnifti  him  with  fome 
Ships  to  facilitate  his  Defign  of  difcovering  the 
New  World.     He  had  feveral  Times  the 
Honour  of  difcourfing  their  Majefties,  and 
the  Grandees  of  Spain  upon  the  Subjects  of 
his  mighty  Projects,  which  he  deliver'd  to 
them,  and  reprefented  with  fuch  Afliiranee 
and  Confidence,  that  they  could  not  but  give 
fome  Credit  to  his  Word,    However,  fome 
Courtiers  ftill  looking  upon  him,  as  a  vain 
conceited  Man,  all  his  Propofals,  and  Extoll'd 
Projects  had  like  to  have  vanifh'd  into  Smoke, 
and  he  was  Hear  being  treated  in  Spain,  a$ 
he  had  been  at  Genoa,  and  in  Portugal. 


But 
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Bis  Pro-  But  Providence,  which  had  decreed  to  make 
S  "ufeof  the  BraverY  ^d  Skill  of  Columbus,  for 
the  Difcovery  of  fomany  vaft  Countries,  till 
then  unknown  to  the  ableft  Men,  put  it  into 
the  Heart  of  Queen  Ifabel  or  Elizabeth  to  en- 
tertain Thoughts  of  attempting  that  mighty 
Enterprife,  after  feveral  Conferences  with 
Columbus  who  had  been  fome  Years  at  her 
Court.  That  Princefs  had  a  generous  Soul, 
and  was  always  full  of  mighty  Deftgns,  with^- 
out-'  ever  being  deterr'd  by  any  Difficulties  that 
obftru&ed  her  Enterprifes,  all  which  (he 
furmounted  with  an  invincible  Courage  and 
patience.  Being  perfwad-ed  by  the  Reafons 
Columbus  alledg'd  of  the  PoflibUity  and  Like- 
lyhood  of  Succefs"  in  the  Undertaking,  (he 
prevail'd  upon  the  King  her  Husband,  who 
caus'd  three  Ships  to  be  fitted  out,  on  which 
Columbus  embark'd,  about  the  Beginning  of 
Auguft,  in  the  Year  1492,  with  120  Men. 
They  &U'd  from  Cadiz,  and  made  the  Canary 
Iflands,  which  the  Ancients  call'd  the  Fortu- 
nate^ Iflands,  feated  in  28  Degrees  of  North 
Latitude,  and  250  Leagues  diftant  from  Cadiz. 
c  They  were  call'd  the  Fortunate  Iflands,  becaufe 
jjlknds.  °f  .the. excellent  Temperature  of  their  Air, 
which  is  fuch,  that  throughout  the  wholeYear, 
there  is  no  exceffive  Heat,  nor  intolerable 
Cold.  Some  have  been  of  Opinion  that  the 
Fortunate  Iflands,  are  thofe  near  Cabo  Verde 
on  the  Coaft  of  Africk,  now  in  the  PofTeflion 
of  the  Fortuguefes,  and  lying  in  17  Degrees 
of  North  Latitude,  call'd  the  Iflands  of  Cabo 
Verde. 

Their  frfl  •  T^e  Baron  de  Bet.en.cour,  born  in  the  Pro- 
r  V.Cr,.»yj:;ce  of  Normandy,  had  difcover'd  the  Canary 
Iflands,  long  before  Chriftopher  Columbus  was 
jherej  for  he  fail'd  from  Rochel,  with  the 
'  1  Sieur 
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Sieur  de  la  Salle,  on  the  firfb  of  May  1402I 
and  arriv'd  at  the  Canaries,  in  the  Month  of 
>/y,  of  that  fame  Year.  He  made  himfelf 
Matter  of  them,  and  came  in  Perfon  to  do 
Homage  for  them  to  the  King  of  Spain,  be- 
caufe  fee  is  the  neareft  Chriftian  Prince  to 
the  Canaries.  Some  Authors  reckon  feven  of 
thefe  Iflands,  and  others  ten  ;  for  the  recon- 
ciling of  both  whish  Opinions,  it  may  be 
faid  that  feven  of  them  are  inhabited,  and 
the  other  three  defert  They  were  call'd 
Canaries'  from  the  Great  Number  of  Dogs, 
or  of  Goats  at  firft  found  in  them.  The  In- 
habitants 6f  them  are  very  dexterous,  great 
Leapers,  expert  at  throwing  of  Stones,  a&ive 
and  cleverly  made,  like  the  Bifcainers.  When 
the  French  came  thither,  they  had  no  other 
Weapons  but,  Arrows  and  Darts  ♦  and  were 
all  Idolaters,  worfhipping  the  Sun  and  Stars. 
Polygamy  was  allow'd  and  us'd  throughout,,  . 
all  the  Country  ^  but  that  which  is  a  grea-^T"? 
ter  Proof  of  the  Barbarity  of  thofe  Wanders, 
is  a  ftrange  Cuftom  they  obfervM,  when  any 
Lord  took  Pofleffion  there  of  his  little  Do- 
minions for  then  feveral  offer 'd  themfelves 
voluntarily  to  die  in  Honour  of  the  Solem- 
nity, and  with  a  brutal  Courage  caft  them- 
felves headlong  from  the  Top  of  a  very 
high  Mountain.  The  fame  Ceremony  was 
obferv'd  upon  certain  Feftivals,  kept  in  Ho- 
nour of  a  Deity  they  ador'd,  in  a  Temple 
featedon  the  Brink  of  a  Mountain,  then  they 
threw  themfelves  headlong  into  a  vaft  Depth, 
out  of  a  Religious  Principle,  dancing  and 
finging,  their  Priefts  alluring  them,  that  they 
ihould  enjoy  all  forts  of  Pleafures  after  fuch 
a  noble  Death. 


They 
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other  Cii-  They  had  not  yet  learnt  the  Ufe  of  Fire^ 
aoms.  j,ut  cat  the  Flefli  of  Beafts  raw,  and  bleedr 
ing  \  yet  had  fome  confufe  Notion  of  a  Dei- 
ty, which  punifh'd  the  wicked  and  rewar- 
ded Virtuous  Perfons.  They  made  Ufe  of 
fliarp  Stones,  like  Flints,  for  (having  of  their 
Heads.'  Gold  and  Silver  was  in  their  Opi- 
nion of  no  more  Value  than  Sand,  or  Shells. 
The  Women  took  not  {he  Pains  to  fuckle 
their  own  Children,  bi/t  made  them  fuck 
She  Goats.  As  barbarous  as  thofe  People 
then  were,  they  had  ftill  fome  regular  Me- 
thod of  Government.  An  hundred  and  ninety 
of  the  principal  Men  had  the  Management 
of  all  civil  Affairs,  and  every  thing  that 
concerned  Religion.  There  were  alfo  among 
them  fome  Kings,  or  fovereign  Princes,  whom 
they  obey'd  and  follow'd,  when  they  made 
War  upon  one  another.  They  thought  it  a 
diflionour  to  kill  any  Beaft,  and  therefore 
left  that  to  be  done  by  their  Slaves,  or  other 
bafe  Perfons.  If  any  Man  of  what  Condition 
foever  happen'd  to  forget  himfelf,  in  this 
particular,  they  would  feparate  him  from 
the  reft  of  the  People,  and  account  him 
infamous. 

The  Inhabitants  of  the  feveral  Iflands, 
^f^look'd  upon  one  another  as  Enemies^much 
after  the  fame  Manner  as  is  pra&is'd  be- 
tween the  Iroquois  and  Hurons  in  Canada^ 
who  eat  one  another.  So  the  Inhabitants 
of  thefe  Iflands,  kill'd  and  butcher'd  one  a- 
nother  without  any  Mercy,  or  Compaflion. 
The  fame  Ufage  they  gave  to  Strangers 
that  happen'd  to  come  upon  their  Ifland, 
when  they  were  ftrongeft.  When  the  Spaniards 
could  catch  any  of  them,  they  made  Slaves 
of  and  fold  them,  like  Horfes.   By  thefe 

Slaves 
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Slaves  the  Situation  and  Wealth  of  thofe 
Iflands  came  to  be  known,  and  that  occa? 
fion'd  the  Defire  of  conquering  them. 

In  one  ofthefe  Iflands  is  a  Mountain  of  a  f 
prodigious  Height,  riling  up  in  a  Point,  and  ^5 ner-^ 
catting  out  Fire,  Flames,  Smoke  and  Allies, 
by  Fits,  like  Mount  Etna  in  Stcily.  It  is  above 
fifteen  Miles  to  the  Top  of  this  Mountain, 
which  is  call'd  the  PeakofTenerif,  and  it  will 
require  three  Days  to  go  up  to  it.  Being 
come  to  the  Top  of  it,  a  Man  may  fee  a- 
bove  fifty  Leagues  round,  and  plainly  difco- 
vers  all  the  other  Neighbouring  Iflands.  The 
Cold  being  exceffive  on  the  Top  of  this  Hill, 
there  is  no  going  up  to  it,  but  from  the 
Middle  of  May  to  the  Middle  of  Auguft.  - 

In  the  Ifland  of  Ferro,  or  Hierro^  which  „  .  - 
one  of  the  Canaries^  there  is  no  Spring,  Ri-  p/r"0. 
ver,  Fountain,  Rain,  or  other  Water  *,  but 
to  makeAmends,  there  are  certain  Trees,  co- 
vered with  thick  Clouds  and  Fogs  ;  which 
continually  drop  and  furnilh  Plenty  of  Wa- 
ter. Under  thefe  Trees  there  is  a  Cittern 
or  Bafon  to  receive  a  fuflicient  Quantity  of 
Water  for  the  Inhabitants  and  Cattle  of 
the  Ifland.  Lewis  Jack/on  an  EngUfimatt, 
has  exactly  defcrib'd  the  Nature  and  Quali- 
ties of  this  wonderful  Tree,  which  is  as  big 
about  as  an  Oak,  and  about  fix  or  feven  Fa- 
thom high,  the  Branches  fpreading  fomewhat 
loofe  and  open,  the  Leaf  like  that  of  the 
Lawrel,  white  within  and  green  without. 
The  Tree  bears  neither  Fruit  nor  Bloflbms ; 
dries  and  feems  to  wither  in  the  Day,  and 
drops  all  the  Night,  when  the  Cloud  is  di- 
rectly over  it.  The  Water  gathered  in  the 
Bafon  runs  out  thro' feveral  leaden  Pipes, 
and  is  convey 'd  into  many  other  Citterns 


44  The  General  HISTORY 

all  about  the  Ifland.  This  principal  Bafon 
contains  near  20000  Tun,  and  is  fill'd  in 
one  Night,  which  would  feem  incredible, 
did  not  daily  Experience  evince  the  Truth 
of  it.  There  are  believ'd  to  be  in  that 
Ifland  about  eight  Thoufand  Men,  Women, 
and  Children,  and  about  an  hundred  Thoufand 
Beafts. 

Ramufio  and  fome  other  Authors  inform 

mlJs  us'  that  in  the  Ifland  of  SL  Thmas9  under 
Iflani.  the  Line,  there  is  a  Mountain  always  co- 
ver'd  with  Trees,  which  the  Clouds  do  wet 
fo  abundantly,  that  the  Water  dropping 
from  them  is  fufficient  to  nourifli  all  the 
Fields  about,  which  are  full  of  Sugar  Canes. 
The  Trunks,  the  Branches  and  the  Leaves 
of  thefe  Trees  fweat  all  the  Night,  and 
till  two  Hours  after  Sun-Riling.  There  is 
another  Thing  very  commendable  belonging 
to  thefe  Iflands,  which  is,  that  they  breed 
no  Venomous  Creature,  no  more  than  Bra- 
zil. But  on  the  other  Hand,  the  Rabbets 
do  fo  undermine  all  Parts,  that  the  Corn 
and  Vineyards  are  very  much  damag'd  by 
them  \  in  fo  much  that  the  Inhabitants  have 
been  formerly  forc'd  to  abandon  them,  and 
feek  out  other  Habitations. 

Mad  ra  Tlie  Ifland  °f  Ma^era  is  the  bigg^  °f  ^1 
W  the  Neighbouring  Iflands,  as  being  140  Miles 
in  Compafs.  Abundance  of  Sugar  is  made 
in  it,  yet  molt  of  that,  which  in  Europe  is 
call'd  Madera  Sugar,  comes  from  Brazil.  To 
cleanfe,  they  boil  it  feveral  Times,  and  the 
more  it  is  boil'd  and  cleans'd,  the  better 
it  is.  The  third  Boiling  makes  it  white, 
and  the  fourth  and  fifth  Candies  it  like  A- 
lom. 
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The  Fertility  of  tht  Canary  ,  mnds  is  W^gjfjf 
tobeexprefs'd-,  for  they  produce  abundance  Jjr^; 
of  Corn,  excellent  Wine,  Sugar,  Wax,  Ho- 
ney, Fruit,  and  all  Sorts  of  Creatures.  They 
are  Inhabited  by  the  Natives  and  Spaniards? 
have  one ,  Bilhop,  who  is  Suffragan  to  the 
Metropolitan  of  Sevil.  ?  and  the  neareft  of 
them  are  but  twelve  Leagues  from  the  Con- 
tinent of  Ajricl  *,  for  fome  others  are  at 
leaft  fixty  Leagues  off.   That  which  is  call'd 
Gran  Canaria,  is  about  forty  Leagues  in  Com- 
pafs,andhas  near  nine  Thoufand  Inhabitants. 
The  Natives  formerly  were  clad  in  Goats 
Skins*  made  like  long  Coats.   When  the 
Iflands  were  conquer'd  they  retir'd  into  the 
Clefts  of  Rocks.   Their  ufual  Suftenance  was 
Dogs    Flefh  and  Goats  Milk,  wherewith 
they  kneeded  Barley  Meal,  to  make  Bread, 
which  is  very  wholefome.   They  gather'd 
in  their  Corn,  in  February  and  May,  and 
their  Bread  was  very  white.   The  Sugar 
comes  but  once  in  two  Years  in  the  belt 
Soil    when  the  Plant  is  too  old,  it  muft  be 
tranfplanted  elfewhere.   It  was  not  with- 
out Reafon  that  the  Ancients  gave  the  Ca- 
naries the  Name  of  the  Fortunate  Iflands,  for^ 
whatfoever  grows  there  is  extraordinary  good, 
the  Wine,  the  Melons,  the  Apples,  the  Pears, 
the  Oranges,  the  Lemons,  the  Pomgranates, 
the  Figs  and  the  Peaches  are  all  in  Per- 
fection.  They  breed  and  maintain  Oxen, 
Cows,  Goats,  Sheep,  Capons,  Fowl,  Tur- 
keys, Pigeons,  red  Partridges,  and  in  fhort 
all  Things  neceffary  for  Conveniency,  or  De- 
light. 

The   Ifland  of  Madera  was  fo  call'd  byMajJen 
the  Portugueftsy  who  poflefs'd  themfelves  of 
it,  on  Account  of  the  Abundance  of  the 

Wood 
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Wood  there  was  in  it,  as  Cedars,  Cyprefs 
and  other  large  Trees.    It  is  about  Sixty 
Leagues  to  the  Southward  of  the  Mouth 
of  the  Streights    It   is  likely  enough  that 
the  People  originally  inhabiting    the  O- 
p*fy  Iflands,  came  out  of  Africk,  becaufe 
of  its  nearaefs,  for  there  is  but  twelve  or 
fifteen  Leagues  Sea  between  them.   TUny  ob- 
ferves  that  there  were  People  in  Maurita- 
nia, towards  Mount  Atlas,  call'd  Cananans, 
who  fed  upon  raw  Flelh,  upon  the  Entrails  of 
wild  Beafts  and  Serpents. 
Tenerife.  _  Sir  Edmund  Scory,  an  Englilh  Knight,  in 
his  Remarks,  has  taken   Notice  that  the 
Ifland  of  Tenerife,  in  which  is  the  Mountain 
fifteen  Miles  high  above  mention'd,  is  the 
Pleafantefl  of  all  the  Canaries.    About  half 
the  Way  up  this  Hill  may  be  gone  upon 
Afles,  or  Mules,  the  reft  is  to  be  gone  a 
Foot,  with  incredible  Labour.    About  the 
Mid-way,  the  cold  Air  is  infupportable,  at 
the  Top  and  Bottom  it  is  very  Hot ;  fo  that 
when  a  Man  is  in  the  Middle,  he  muft  al- 
ways keep  on  the  South  Side  and  go  up  by 
Day  5    but  when  he  draws  near  the  Top, 
he  muft  keep  to  the  K&rtfti  Side  and  goby 
Night.    Every  one  carries  his  Provifion  with 
him.   The  midft  of  the  Summer  muft  be 
pitch'd  upon  to  go  up  to  the  Top,  to  avoid 
the  great  Falls  of  Water,  coming  down  from 
the  melted  Snow,  and  they  may  ftay  there 
.  till  Sun  Riling,  but  no  longer.    When  the 
Sun  is  come  upon  the  Horrizon  of  the  Sea, 
it  appears  as  round  as  a  Ball,  and  much  lefs 
than  when  beheld  from  the  Surface  of  the 
Earth.   The  Light  which  is  the  Forerunner 
of  the  Sun  Riling,  is  like  a  mighty  Flame, 
and  refembles  that  which  comes  out  of  a 

hot 
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hot  Oven.  From  the  Top  of  this  Moun- 
tain, all  the  other  Iflands  look  like  one 
entire  plain  Plat  of  Land,  tho'  there  be  a- 
bove  twenty  Thoufand  peeked  and  unequal 
Rocks.  It  never  Rains  on  the  Top  of  this 
Mountain,  as  Reafonit  felf  manifeftly  ihows, 
becaufe  the  Clouds  are  far  below  it  \  and  for 
the  fame  Reafon,  the  Wind  never  blows 
there.  If  any  great  Stone  be  roul'd  down 
the  Hole  there  is  in  the  Midffc  of  the  Moun- 
tain, it  founds  as  if  fome  mighty  Weight 
fell  upon  many  Brafs  VeflHs. 

It  is  the  Ifland  of  Tenerife  that  produces  "Malmfey, 
that  excellent  Malmfey,  which  is  the  only 
Wine  that  can  be  carry'd  all  the  World 
over,  without  being  fpoil'd.  AH  other  Wines 
either  turn  Vinegar,  or  elfe  freeze  and  be- 
come Ice,  when  they  are  near  the  North 
and  South  Poles.  Here  is  alfo  a  Sort  of 
Pine-Tree,  which  the  Inhabitants  call  the 
Immortal  Tree,  becaufe  it  ne'er  rots  either ^onal 
above  or  under  Ground,  nor  in  the  Water;  * 
it  is  as  red  and  hard  as  the  Braz.il  Wood.  If 
we  may  believe  the  Relations  of  the  Spani- 
ards, there  is  Wood  enough  in  one  of  thefe 
Trees  to  cover  the  Church  call'd  de  los  Re- 
medios,  which  is  eighty  Foot  in  Length,  and 
forty  in  Breadth.  There  is  ftill  another 
Tree  in  this  Ifland,  of  a  prodigious  Bignefs, 
which  they  call  the  Dragon  Tree;  the  Bark  Dragon 
of  it  is  like  a  Dragon's  Scales,  and  thence  Treev 
perhaps  it  had  the  Name.  The  Leaves  of  it 
are  about  two  Foot  long,  and  like  the  Flags 
in  our  Marines.  From  this  Tree  diftils  a 
clear  red  Gum,  call'd  Dragon's  Blood,  much 
better  than  that  which  comes  from  Goa  and 
Other  Parts  of  the  Eafi  Indies.  The  Lan- 
guage of  the  Natives  has  much  Refemblance 
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with  that  of  the  Moors  of  Barbary.  When 
the  Baron  de  ientencour  arriv'd  in  thefe  Iflands, 
all  the  Natives  were  Heathens  and  Tdola- 
Mkicn-  ters  $  but  Vet  they  worfhipp'd  a  Being,  in 
whom  they  acknowledge  a:  Sovereign  Power, 
and  gave  him  Names  frgnifying  in  their  Lan- 
guage, the  moft  High,  the  moft  Mighty, 
and  the  Preferver  of  all  Things.  They 
had  fome  confofe  Knowledge  of  the  Immor- 
tality of  the  Soul,  and  of  the  Pifnifliment 
of  Wicked  Perfons.  When  the  Scafon  prov'd 
irregular,  either  on  Account  of  too  much  or 
no  Rain,  they  drove  their  Goats  and  Sheep 
to  a  certain  Plate,  and  parted  the  young 
ones  from  tjieir  Dams,  believing  that  the 
Bleating  of  thefe  Creatures  might  appeafe  the 
Wrath  of  Heaven,  and  that  when  the  An- 
ger of  the  Lord  was  appeas'd,  he  would 
furnilh  them  with  all  they  had  Occafion 
for. 

fji^u  They  obr€rv'd  f°me  Form  of  Government 
monarchy.  as  t0  thdr  ciyil  Affairs  ^ning  a  Kjng^  tQ 

whom  they  paid  fome  fort  of  SrJbmilfion, 
and  his  Children  fucceeded  him  in  that 
Authority.  They  fubje&ed  themfelves  to  the 
Rules  of  lawful  Matrimony  and  Baftards 
were  excluded  from  any  Right  of  Inheritance. 
The  Youth  exercis'd  themfelves  in  running, 
calling  of  Darts,  throwing  of  Stones  and 
Dancing  •  to  which  Employments  the  Na- 
tives feem  to  bear  an  Inclination  to  this 
Day. 

Marnier      Above  a11  they  fcem  to  me  very  commen- 
^«&c.dable  tov  tbeit*  Juftice  aild  obfervance  of 
'   'their  Laws }  for  if  a  Man  offer'd  a  Woman 
any  Violence,  or  infulted  her  in  any  Sort 
wha'tfoever,  he  was  put  to  Death,  without 
the  leaft  hope  of  Mercy.    Moft"  of  the  In- 

tiabitants 
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habitants  of  thefe  Iflands,  are  well  fhap'd, 
pf  the  larger  Size,  and  of  a  ftrong  and 
healthy  Conftitution.  There  were  formerly 
among  them  fome  Giants  pf  a  prodigious 
Bignefs.  The  Head  of,  one  of  thofe  mon- 
strous Men  is  ftil)  to  be  feen  there,  he  had 
So  Teeth  and  was  fifteen  Foot  High.  The 
Complexion  or  Colour  of  thefe  Iflanders  dif- 
fers, according  to  the  feveral  Situation  of 
the  Places  they  live  in  for  thofe  on  the 
South  Shores,  are  of  a  fort  of.  Olive  Colour; 
whereas  on  the  contrary,thofe  on  the  North 
fide  are  beautiful,  efpecially  the  Women. 
Their  Cloaths  were  formerly  made  of  Lamb- 
skins, and  reach'd  only  to  the  Knees,  but 
when  the  Females  were  to  appear  inpublick, 
they  had  another  Garment,  which  reach'd 
down  to  the  Ground  ;  being  of  Opinion, 
that  if  a  Woman  fuffer?d  her  Feet  or  her 
Throat  to  be  feen,  me  tranfgrefs'd  the 
Rules  of  Decency  and  offended  againft  Mo- 
defty. 

Their  Diet  was  very  frugal,  feeding  much  Fo0^ 
upon  Barley  and  Beans  \  for  they  had  never 
eaten  Wheaten  Bread,  till  the  French  taught 
them  to  fbw  it,  their  Bread  being  a  Sort  of 
Cake,  the  Meal  kneed ed  with  Hony,  Water 
and  Butter.  When  they  were  fick,  they  us'd 
to  bleed  themfelves  in  the  Arm,  Head  and 
Forehead,  with  a  lharp  Flint. 

The  King  affign'd  every  Man  the  Portion  vwHings 
of  Land  he  was  to  till  and  fow,  and  when 
they  threw  in  the  Seed,  they  utter'd  fome 
Myfterious  Words,  which  they  thought  had 
a.  great  Virtue  for  procuring  a  good  Harvefh 
The  King,  or  any  other  they  conferr'd  that 
Authority  on,  liv'd  like  the  reft,  in  'Dens, 
or  the  natural  Hollows  or  Clefts  of  Rock?, 
B  la 
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In  their  Marriages  they  obferv'd  not  any  great 
Formality  of  Ceremonies.  The  Bridegroom 
that  was  to  be  ask'd  the  Confent  of  the 
Kindred  of  the  Maid  or  Widow,  if  fhe  had 
been  marry'd  before,  which  being  granted, 
they  were  look'd  upon  to  be  marry'd,  with- 
out any  more  to  do.  As  fhort  as  they  were 
in  concluding  of  thefe  Matches,  as  eafy  and 
expeditious  they  were  in  breaking  them  ^ 
the  firft  Difcontent  either  in  the  Wife  or 
Divorce,  husband,  was  fufficient  Caufe  for  a  Divorce 
and  they  might  immediatly  marry  others,  if 
they  had  an  Opportunity.  Thefe  Divorces 
were  very  prejudicial  to  the  Publick  \  be- 
caufe  the  Children  of  thofe,  fo  parted,  were 
reputed  as  Baftards.  Only  the  King  was 
exempt  from  this  Law,  on  Account  of  the 
Succeffion  \  and  he  was  allow'd  to  Marry 
even  his  own  Sifter,  as  the  Perftans  did  for- 
merly. 

Embalm-  They  took  fpeciai  care  of  embaulming  the 
ng  Dead  Bodies,  that  they  might  preferve  them 
a  long  Time  \  and  therefore  immediatly 
wauYd  and  cleans'd  them  very  diligently 
and  put  into  them  fome  Drugs  compounded, 
with  Butter  made  of  Goats  Milk,  melted 
with  the  Powder  of  the  Bark  of  the  Pine 
Tree,  and  Aromatick  Herbs.  With  thefe 
they  alfo  rubb'd  the  Body,  and  expos'd  it 
to  the  Sun  for  fifteen  Days,  till  it  was 
quite  parch'd  and  dry'd  up,  and  during  all 
that  Time  the  Kindred  of  the  Party  de- 
ceased lamented  for  him.  After  the  fifteen 
Days,  they  wrapp'd  up  the  Body  in  Goat- 
skins, very  artificially  few'd  together,  and 
carry'd  it  into  fome  Cave  allotted  for  that 
Ufe.    There  are  ftill  fome  of  thofe  Bodies 

found 
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found,  which  have  been  embaulm'd  above 
a  thoufand  Years,  if  we  may  believe  their 
Relations. 

Their  Houfes  built  of  a  rough  and  \\\.  houfes, 
hew'd  Stone,  are  but  one  Story  high,  with- 
out any  Chimney,  even  for  the  Kitchin  ^ 
they  are  fatisfy'd  with  a  Hearth  againft 
a  Wall  ,  where  they  rather  parch  or 
burn,  than  roaft  their  Meat.  Since  the  Eu- 
ropeans live  among  them,  they  are  more  cu- 
rious in  their  Houfes  and  Diet. 


CHAP.  H. 

The  Discoveries    made    by  Chriftopher 
Columbus,  after  thirty  Days  Sail. 

CHrifiofher  Columbus  departing  from  the  Columbus 
Fortunate  Iflands,  and  directing  his  Courfe/^*  3° 
Weft  ward,  faiFd  for  the  Space  of  thirty DV*\ 
Days,  without  feeing  any  thing  but  the  Sky 
and  Water,  ftill  plying  his  Aftrolabe,  to  ob- 
ferve  the  Height  of  the  Stars,  and  the  Sun's 
Declination.  After  ten  Days,  the  Spaniards 
under  his  Command,  began  to  mutter  againft 
him,  and.  refolv'd  among  themfelves  to 
throw  him  over  board,  and  return  into  Spain  ^ 
telling  one  another ,  that  they  had 
been  impos'd  upon  by  a  Genoefe,  who  was 
for  carrying  them  into  unknown  Lands, 
without  knowing  whither  he  went.  Columbus 
pacify'd  them  the  heft  he  could,  with  good 
E  2  Words 


S2  The  General  HISTORY 

Words,  alluring  them  they  mould  foon  fee 
the  EfFeft  of  his  Promifes.  This  kept  them 
within  Bounds  for  Ten  Days  longer  ;  but 
when  thofe  were  expir'd,  they  renew'd  their 
Complaints  and  became  fo  outragious,  that 
Columbus's  Refolution  began  to  fail  him,  and 
he  concluded  himfelf  a  loft  Man.  However 
he  once  more  appeas'd  them,  telling  them, 
that  if  they  offer'd  him  the  leaft  Violence, 
his  Catholick  Majefty  would  treat  them 
like  Rebels  and  drawing  them  on  Day  after 
Day,  at  length,  after  thirty  Days  Sail, 
fmce  their  Departure,  from  the  Canaries,  ha- 
ving caft  the  Lead,  they  guefs'd  by  the 
Soundings,  that  they  were  not  far  from 
Land,  which  Conjecture  was  farther  con- 
firm'd,  by  their  obferviiig  a  Wind  contrary 
to  that  which  blew  from  the  Sea,  and  muft 
of  Neceffity  come  from  the  Land.  A  Sailer 
was  fent  up  to  the  main  Top-Maft-Head, 
who  fome  Hours  after,  began  to  difcover 
the  Tops  of  Mountains,  and  being  tranf- 
ported  with  Joy,  cry'd  out,  Land,  Land.  All 
the  Ship's  Crew,  anfwer'd  him  with  loud 
Acclamations,  and  the  Guns  were  fir'd  round 
the.  Ship. 

firftLani  This  Kearnefs  of  the  Land  made  amends 
tifcover'd.to  Columbus  for  all  the  Troubles  he  had 
gone  through,  during  the  Voyage,  he  blefs'd 
God,  who  had  given  Succefs  to  his  Enter- 
prize,  for  the  Wind  being  right  a  Stern, 
they  came  to  Land  that  fame  Day.  The 
Fields  look'd  green  and  were  full  of  Trees. 
He  took  up  a  Standard,  on  which  was  the 
Picture  of  CHRIST  crucify'd,  and  full  of 
Tranfport  of  joy  went  Afliore,  with  twelve 
of  his  Men,  where  they  all  knelt  down  to 
return  Thanks  to  almighty  God,  and  kifs'd 
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the  Ground  three  Times,  with  Tears  of 
Satisfa&ion  in  their  Eyes.  /  adore  and  blejs 
thee,  Lord,  faid  he,  for  that  thou  hafi  been 
fleas*  d  to  make  Choice  of  me, to. bring  the  Know- 
ledge of  thy  holy  Name,  into  thefe  barbarous 
Nations.  According  to  Columbus's  Computa- 
tion, the  Land  they  came  upon  was  about  95° 
Leagues  ,diftant  from  the  Canaries.  Having 
continu'd  there  fome  Days,  they  perceiv'd 
it  was  a  defert  Ifland,  which  made  them 
refolve  to  proceed  farther,  after  falling  fome 
Trees,  to  ereft  Crofles,  as  a  Monument  that 
they  had  taken  Poffeffion  of  the  Place  in  the 
Name  of  JESUS  CHRIST.  ..  ,  ■       f  ■ 

'  They  return'd  to  their  Ships,  and  after  other  mj- 
fome  Days  Sail,  difcover'd  feveral  Mands/™™4- 
two  of  which  are  very  large.    The  firft  of 
them  they  call'd  Hifpaniola,  and  the^  other 
Guinea,  yet  without  knowing  for  certain  whe- 
ther it  was  an  Ifland,  or  Part  of  the  Con- 
tinent.   Going  into  the  Woods  they  heard 
Abundance  of  Nightingals  fmging  in  Novem- 
ber.' They  alfo  faw  great  Rivers  of  very 
clear  Water,  and  fafe  Harbours,  capable  ot 
the  largeft  Ships.    Thefe   Difcoveries  did 
not  fiill  fatisfy  Columbus's  Curiofity,  he  was 
lor  pufhing  forward  to  the  remoteft  Eaftern 
Parts  and  thofe  Countries  where  the  Spice 
grows.   Thus  he  fail'd  along  the  Coaft  of 
the  Country  he  call'd  Guinea  for  above  400 
Leagues,  and  then  concluded  it  was  the 
Continent.    After  this  Difcovery  they  re- 
turn'd to  Hifpaniola,  where  they  fpy'd  Abun- 
dance of  naked  Men,  who,  as  foon  as  ever 
they  faw  the  Europeans,   fled  with  wonder- 
ful Swiftnefs  into  the  Woods.  The  Spaniards 
purfu'd  them  and  took  a   Woman,  whom 
they  carry'd Aboard,  cloath'd  her  handfomely, 
E  3  <  gave 
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gave  her  Meat  and  Wine  to  drink,  and 
then  let  her  go.    When  the  People  faw  her 
lo  clad  and  heard  the  Account  fhe  gave  of 
the  Spaniards  Ufage  towards  her,  they  all 
came  down   thronging  to  them,  believing; 
they  were  fome  People  dropp'd  down  from 
Heaven,  giving  them  all  the  Gold  they  had, 
which  they  valu'd  no  more  than  Dirt,  and 
in  Exchange  receiv'd  Whilftles,  little  Knives, 
fmall  Lookmg-Glafles  and  other  molt  incon- 
fiderable  Trifles. 
Indians*    when  they  were  thus  become  tradable, 
their  Boat  s^ne  Europeans  endeavour'd  to  enquire  into 
Jmfes,    their  Cufloms  and  Manners,  and  by  the  Si^ns 
™*       and  Geftures    they  made,  underftood  that 
they  had  a  King  among  them,  whom  they 
calld  Guaccanarilh.    The  Savages  obferving 
that  the  Chriflians  worlhipp'd    the  Crofs 
fell  down  themfelves  before   it  and  did  the' 
like.    Their  Boats  which  they  call  Conoes, 
are  all  of  a  Piece,  being  made  of  one  large 
long  Tree,  which  they  hollow  with  fharp 
Stones  ;  the  biggeft  of  them  will  hold  eighty 
Men.     Tho'   they  had   no  Knowledge  of 
Iron,  or  confequently  any  Tools  made  of  that 
Metal,  yet  their  Huts,  and  all  other  Things 
they  us'd  were  very  ingenioufly  and  neatly 
wrought  and  contriv'd. 

The  Spaniards  farther  underftood  by  Signs 
Canibxh.  thofe  Indians  made,  that  not  far  from  their 
Ifland,  there  were  feveral  others  full  of  cruel 
and  Inhuman  Men,  who  fed  upon  Mens 
Flefh,  which  was  the  Reafon,  why  they  fled 
as  foon  as  they  faw  the  Europeans^  believing 
them  to  be  Canibals,  for  fo  they  calfd  thofe 
Barbarous,  bloody  People ;  by  whom  they 
were  hunted  and  purfu'd,  as  the  Deer  and 

Hares 
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Hares  are  by  the  Dogs,  to  devour  them. 
The  Canibds  caus'd  all  the  little  Infants  they 
took  to  be  gelt,  like  Cockrels,  or  Pigs,  to 
make  them  the  fatter  and  more  dainty 
Meat.  When  they  kill'd  Men,  they  imme- 
diacy eat  the  Entrails,  the  Hands,  the  Feet 
and  all  the  Offal,  felting  up  the  reft  to  keep. 
As  for  the  Women,  they  kill'd  none  ot  them, 
but  kept  them  to  breed  on,  making  Slaves 
of  thofe  that  were  too  old.  .  . 

The  Inhabitants  of  thele  Iflands  had  the***"* 
Ufe  of  Bows  and  Arrows,  to  defend  them- 
felves,   but   whenfoever  they  thought  the 
Canibds  were  coming,  they  all  fled ;  ten  ot 
thefe  Canibds  boldly  attacking  an  hundred 
of  the  others.    As  for  their  Religion,  no- 
thing could  be  underftood  of  it,  but  that 
they  ador'd  the  Heavens,  the  Sun,  and  the 
Moon.   Infteadof  Bread,  they  made  Ufe  ot 
a  great  fort  of  Root,  not  much  unlike  our  Br«i. 
Turneps.    They  have  another  kind  of  Root, 
which  they  cut  into  fmall  Pieces,  bruize  and 
mould  it  together,  and  from  it  comes  a 
Tuice,  that  is  a  mortal  Foifon  to  fuch  as 
drink  of  it,  and  yet  of  the  Pulp  ot  the  fame 
Roots  they  make  Bread  and  feed  on  it. 
There  is  alfo  a  fort  of  Grain  call'd  Mmz.% 
as  bis  as  Peafe  and  growing  on  very  thick 
Reeds,  of   a  confiderable   Length,  the 
Manders  make  great  Account  of  this  lort 
of  Grain,  which  they  wear  as  an  Orna- 
ment at  their  Ears  and  the  End  of  their 

NThefe  People  have  no  Manner  of  Trade  or  ^ 
Commerce  with  other  Nations,  nor  do  they 
ever  go  out  of  their  own  Country.    1  he 
Spaniards  by  Signs  ask'd  them  in  what  Parts 
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G9ld-  they  found  the  Gold,  they  wore  at  their 
>sofes  and  Ears,  which  they  lhow'd  thev 
found  on  the  Banks  of  certain  Rivers,  that 

PoM  H  lhe  M™&™*  ^d  parted  the 
Gold  duft  from    the  Sand.    Throughout  all 
FroduS.  that  Ifland  there  were  no  fourfooted  Scafts 
but  only  a  fmall  fort  of  Rabbits,  and  Ser- 
pents of  a  Prodigious  Bignefs,  but  which 
do  no  Harm.    In  the  Woods  there  were 
Abundance  of  white  Turtle  Doves,  with  red 
Heads.    Abundance  of  Maftick  grows  there 
Aloes,  Cotton,  and  feveral  other  ufeful  and 
curious  Things.  ^ 
Colllmbus\  Defign  being  no  other  but  to 
J..  Do-    make  confiderable  Difcoveries  in  that  new 

&    Zt£n  in  ^  Wf  ft***        A  and 
found  an  Ifland,  which  he  call'd  Santo  Doming 

becaufehe  came  upon  it  on  z  Sunday  -  not  far 
from  it  he  difcover'd  another  all  full  of  odori- 
ferousTrees,  but  fa  w  neither  Men,nor  Beafts  in 
TViariP,  A>  ™K -Ll2a,rds  and  Alligators  of  a  Pro- 
?Igl°US  ^efs'  This  Ifland  they  call'd  MariH 
lame  which,  notwithstanding  they?  faw  none 
was  inhabited  by  Calais,  a?  they  percdv'd 
by  Tokens  and  understood  by  the  Signs  the 
Inhabitants  of  Hifianida  made  to"  them! 
having  brought  fome  thither,  to  ferve  them 

°'  and  30  Houfes,  all  Built  about  a  large 
fnqHare*    T,hefe.  ?uts  are  ™de   of  Wood 

tne  Rain  cannot  beat  thro'.  Their  Beds 
were  hung  up-  and  ftufPd  with  Hay  and 

and  have   fome  Images  made  of  Cotton 
Which  as  they  fay,  refemblethe  Devil  whom 
they  often  fee  rn  the  Night.   The  hnibl 


at 
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at  the  firft  light  of  the  Europeans  betook 
themfelves  to  Flight,  with  all  their  might 
and  main.  In  their  Cottages  were  found 
thirty  Women  Prifoners,  whom  they  kept 
as  Slaves,  arid  as  many  Boys  referv'd  to  be 
eaten.  In  their  Kitchens  there  were  the 
Limbs  of  human  Bodies  cut  off  and  ready 
to  be  roafted,  with  feveral  forts  of  Fowl. 
Round  about  their  Cottages  lay  abundance 
of  the  Arm  and  Leg  Bones  of  the  Men 
they  had  devour'd,  which  they  fharpen'd  to 
make  Points  to  their  Arrows,  having  no 
Iron  among  them. 

In  the  Ifland  which  the  Spaniards  call'd  Gauda- 
Gaudalupe  there  are  fix  great  Rivers,  whofelupe. 
Banks  on  both  Sides  are  very  delightful. 
The  Parrots  are  as  thick  on  the  Trees,  as 
Sparrows  are  in  France.  Not  far  from  this 
Ifland,  they  faw  another,  which  was  only  in- 
habited by  Women,  who  had  to  do  with  the 
Carribals.  If  they  happen'd  to  bring  forth 
a  Male  Child  they  fent  it  away  to  the  Fa- 
ther but  the  Daughters  they  kept  with 
them,  living  much  after  the  manner  that  is 
reported  of  the  Amazons.  Thirty  Spaniards 
having  lain  a  long  Time  in  Ambufh  to  catch 
fome  Canibal,  at  length  fpy'd  a  Canoe,  mFiens 
which  there  were  eight  Men  and  as  manyp{^/<r* 
Women.  They  attack'd  them,  and  the  Bar- 
barians defended  themfelves  with  their  Bows 
and  Arrows,  at  which  they  are  very  dex- 
terous. _  An  Indian  Woman  prefently  kill'd 
a  Spaniard  and  wounded  another.  There 
was  one  Woman  among  them,  whom  the 
reft  obeyM,  as  their  Sovereign,  and  flie  had 
a  lufty  ftrong  Son,  of  a  fierce  and  terrible 
Afpeift.   They  were  both  taken  and  carry'd 
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before  Chrifiopher  Columbus.  Their  Mien  was 
fo  frightful,  and  they  had  fuch  an  Air  of 
Cruelty  in  their  Looks,  that  there  was  no  be- 
holding them  without  fome  Concern. 
spitt d  After  feveral  Voyages  and  Excurfions  from 
Vojages.  Qne  pjace  t0  another,  Columbus  return'd  with 
his  fmall  Fleet  to  Hifpaniola,  which  was  a- 
bout  five  hundred  Leagues  from  the  Coun- 
try of  the  Canibals,  where  he  was  concern'd 
to  hear,  that  all  the  Spaniards  he  had  left 
in  that  Country  at  his  firft  Voyage,  were  dead, 
that  is,  had  been  kilFd,  by  the  neighbour- 
ing Nations,  who  fell  upon  them  in  great 
Numbers.  It  was  thought  fit  to  build  a  fort 
ot  little  Town  and  Fort,  to  keep  thofe  Bar- 
barous People  in  Awe.  A  little  Church  was 
ere&ed,  where  Columbus  caus'd  Mafs  to  be 
fung  by  thirteen  Priefts,  on  the  Feaftof  the 
Epiphany,  or  the  Twelfth  Day,  which  in  all 
likelyhood  was  the  firft  Time  that  ever  thole 
Divine  Myfteries  were  Celebrated  in  the  New 
World. 

A  Town  Columbus  in  Purfuance  of  his  Promife  to 
built.  £jng  0f  Spain,  of  fending  him  Informa- 

tion of  the  new  Difcoveries  he  made,  fent 
back  into  Spain  twelve  fmall  Ships  laden  with 
Commodities,  and  fome  ingenious  Men,  who 
gave  a  particular  Relation  of  all  that  had 
been  obferv'd  in  the  New  World,  till  the 
Year  1494.  Columbus  himfelf  on  whom  his 
Catholick  Majefty  had  conferr'd  the  Title  of 
Admiral  of  the  Weftern  Seas,  continu'd  in 
Hifpaniola,  which  is  about  two  hundred  and 
twenty  Miles  in  Breadth,  and  fix  hundred  in 
Length  from  Eaft  to  Weft,  the  Latitude  22 
Degrees  and  a  half.  The  Admiral  caus'd 
a  Town  to  be  built  on  a  little  Hill,  in  the 
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Mid  of  the  Ifland,  and  gave  it  the  Name 
of  Ifabella,  in  Honour  of  Jfabelle  or  Eliza- 
beth, Queen  of  Spain.  At  the  Foot  of  this^*^ 
Hill  is  a  beautiful  Plain,  fixty  Miles  in  Length fcm/,'-r' 
and  twenty  in  Breadth,  acrofs  which  Seve- 
ral Rivers  run  and  water  it,  rendring  it  ex- 
traordinary Fruitful  j  fo  that  Lettice,  Sor- 
rel and  other  See£ls  they  fcatter'd  along  the 
Banks  of  thofe  Rivers,  grew  up  and  came 
to  Maturity  in  fix  teen  Days,  Melons,  Cu- 
cumbers, and  Pompions  were  fit  to  eat  in  fix 
and  thirty  Days,  and  they. prove  fo  delicious 
that  nothing  in  Europe  is  to  compare  to  them. 

The  moll  furprifing  Thing  of  all  was  that 
fome  Sugar  Canes  ftuck  into  the  Ground, 
grew  two  Fadom  high,  and  were  thorow 
ripe.  The  Vine  Plants,  the  fecond  Year, 
bore  very  good  Grapes,  but  thin,  the  Soil 
being  two  exuberant.  By  way  of  Experi- 
ment they  fow'd  a  fmall  Sack  of  Wheat  in 
the  Beginning  of  February,  and  on  the  thir- 
tieth of  March,  which  prov'd  to  be  Eafter-  T 
Day,  they  offer'd  up  to  God  a  Sheave  of  ripe 
Ears,  as  the  firft  Fruits  of  that  little  Crop. 

The  Admiral  caus'd  his  new  Town  to  be 
Intrench'd  about,  to  defend  himfelf  againft 
any  Surprife,  or  Attempt  of  the  Indians. 
On  the  Twelfth  of  March,  he  fet  out  with 
twelve  Hundred  Horfe  and  Foot,  towards 
the  Country,  where  the  Gold  was,  and  came 
into  a  delightful  Plain,  water'd  by  feveral 
Rivers,  whofe  Sands  are  mix'd  with  Gold 
Dult.  They  advanc'd  farther  up  the  Coun- 
try, about  feventy  Miles,  where  they  built 
a  little  Cattle,  and  call'd  it  Fort  S.  Thoma*,  to  Fort  s. 
ferve  them  for  a  fecure  Retreat,  for  the  Thomas 
better  discovering  of  the  Secrets  and  Wealth 
of  the  Country.  He  gave  the  Indians  Whi- 
ttles 
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ftles  and  other  European  Baubles  in  ExcfiWe 
tor  Gold.  They  prefently  ran  to  the  Banks  of 
the  next  Rivers  and  return'd  in  a  Moment 
with  both  their  Hands  full  of  the  Golden  Sands, 
which  fometimes  afforded  an  Ounce  Weight 
In  March  they  gather'd  wild  Grapes,  of  an 
excellent  Tafte,  which  the  Indians  made  no 

^nC°rnL0f-   Tho'  this  is  tony  and 

tull  of  Mountains,  yet  it  is  always  cover'd 
with  Grafs  and  other  Greens,  which  when 
cut,  in  four  Days  run  up  again  the  Length 
of  a  Man's  Arm.  The  Reafon  of  thefe 
Things  is  plain,  becaufe  Abundance  of  Ri- 
vers run  athwart  thefe  Mountains,  and  wafn 
down  the  Gold  among  the  Sands.  The  Na- 
tives are  wonderfully  lazy  and  void  of  all 
Induftry-  m  fo  much,  that  in  Winter  they 
ftarve  with  Cold  on  thefe  Mountains,  which 
they  might  eafily  prevent,  by  looking  out 
and  taking  Care  to  Cloath  themfelves. 


chap.  nr. 

Of  the  Ramies  found,  in  the  IJland  of 
Jamaica,  and  of  a  Harbour  capable  of 
containing  above  fifty  SaiL 

Jamaica.  A  ^m.iral  c^mbtu  fet  out  with  three 
_X  X  snips  to  difcover  a  Country  which  is 
not  above  eighty  Miles  from  HifvanioU,  call'd 
Cuba.  By  the  Way  he  found  a  very  conve- 
nient Harbour,  which  he  calfd,  Port  S.  m- 
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about  twenty  Leagues  from  C«^.  Then 
turning  to  the  Southward  in  that  Bay,  he 
difcover'd  Jamaica,  an  Ifland  bigger  than 
Sicily,  very  fruitful,  and  inhabited  by  Peo- 
ple much  more  Ingenious  and  Cunning  than 
the  other  Iflanders,  apter  to  learn  Mecha- 
nick  Arts  and  Martial  Exercifes.  They  us'd 
all  their  endeavours  to  hinder  the  Admi- 
ral and  his  Men  landing,  but  having  been 
worfted  in  all  their  Attempts,  they  at  laft 
became  his  Friends.  Tho'  the  Sea  abounds 
in  all  Sorts  of  Filh,  as  well  as  the  Rivers, 
yet  they  flight  it,  to  feed  only  upon  Ser^ 
pents,  which  they  reckon  more  dainty,  and 
preferve  them  for  their  King,  and  the  great-  Natives. 
eft  Men.  The  Inhabitants  of  this  Ifland  are 
gentle  and  good  natur'd,  and  came  Aboard 
the  Spanifh  Ships,  without  any  Jealoufy  or 
Apprehenlion,  bringing  them  of  their  Bread, 
Coco  Nuts  full  of  Water,  and  excellent  Fruit 
of  a  moft  fragrant  Scent.  They  mow'd  them 
a  River,  whofe  Water  was  naturally  fo  hot, 
that  there  was  no  holding  a  Man's  Hands  in 
it,  without  fcalding  them. 

The  People  of  this  Ifland  have  a  very^r  of 
peculiar  manner  of  Fifhing.   They  tie  a  fort  Fifiing. 
of  Fifh,  which  we  have  not  in  Europe,  and 
which  cannot  endure  the  Air,  to  their  Ca- 
noe, under  Water    when  they  fpie  a  Tor- 
tife  or  other  great  Fifli  drawing  near  to  the 
Canoe,  they  let  loofe  this  Fifli,   who  is 
us'd   to  that  Way  of  Management,  and 
moots  out,  like  an  Arrow  out  of  a  Bow, 
it  clings  to  the  Tortife,  and  holds  fo  fait 
that  Ihe  cannot  get  loofe ;  fo  that  the  Fi  flier- 
man  drawing  in  the  Line  to  which  that  Fifh 
is  made  faff,  his  Prey  follows  of  Courfe, 

which 
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which  he  lets  go  as  foon  as  ever  he  comes 
into  the  Air,  for  he  would  die  upon  the 
Spot,  were  he  not  immediately  thrown  into 
the  Water,  where  he  lies  conceal'd  to  catch 
more. 

A  mtdbte  The  Admiral  one  Day  caufing  Mafs  to 
Mian,  be  faid,  as  he  ufually  did,  lie  receiv'd  a 
vifit  from  an  Indian,  of  fourfcore  Years  of 
Age,  who  feem'd  to  be  a  Man  of  Worth 
and  good  Senfe.  He  was  attended  by  fe- 
veral  Indians,  ftark  naked,  except  thofe 
Parts  which  Modefty  forbids  to  be  expos'd 
to  publick  View.  He  direded  his  Difcourfe 
to  Columbus,  which  was  expounded  by  an  In- 
dian he  kept  by  him,  and  ferv'd  him  for  an 
Interpreter,  his  Words  were  thefe,  We  are 
speech,  inform^f  wit^  muc^  Labour  and  many 

"  Dangers,  you  have  difcover'd  fever al  Countries^ 
before  unknown  to  you,  and  fpread  a  Terror  a- 
mong  all  the  Inhabitants  of  this  new  World. 
If  you  believe,  as  we  do,  that  our  Souls,  when 
they  are  parted  from  our  Bodies,  take  jeveral 
Ways,  quite  contrary  to  one  another,  whereof  the 
one  is  dark  and  difmal,  thro'*  which  thofe  Souls 
are  led,  which  have  molefied  and  difiurtfd  Man- 
kind-, the  other  Way  bright  and  glorious,  for 
peaceable  Souls,  who  have  always  lov'd  Peace 
and  Quiet nefs  ;  I  conjure  you  not  to  do  wrong 
to  any  Man,  fnce  you  are  your  felf  mortal, 
and  do  expetl  the  Reward  of  your  Works. 
Colum-  Columbm  was  furpris'd  and  altogether  a- 
bus'j  ^-ftoninVd  at  this  Difcourfe  of  the  Old  Man's, 
iwer-  and  told  him,  "That  he  was  fully  con- 
"vinc'd  of  all  he  told  him,  concerning  the 
"  future  State  of  Souls,  and  therefore  had 
"  Orders  from  the  Catholick  King  to  cul- 
"  tivate  Peace  with  the  Indian?,  to  protect 

"the 
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"  the  Good,  to  punifli  the  Wicked,  and  to 
"  make  continual  War  on  the  Canibalsy  who 
"  difturb'd  the  others  and  treated  them  with 
"  fo  much  Inhumanity.   That  he  had  no 
"  Caufe  to  fear,  for  himfelf  or  his  Friends, 
"  for  if  any  European  ofFer'd  them  the  leaft 
"  Wrong,  he  mould  be  punilh'd  without  any 
"  Mercy.    This  Declaration  of  the  Admiral's 
was  fo  pleafing  to  the  Old  Man,  that  he  re- 
folv'd  to  follow  him  wherefoever  he  went, 
and  would  have  done  it,  had  not  the  Tears 
of  his  Wife  and  Children  diverted  his  De- 
lign.    Columbus  was  delirous  to  be  more  par- 
ticularly inform'd  concerning  the  Cuftoms 
and  Government  of  the  Indians,  whereupon 
the  old  Man  told  him,  by  Means  of  the 
Interpreter,   "That  they  were  not  fubjecl: 
"  to  any  Kings  or  Superiors,  that  the  anci-  Cttam 
"enteft  among  them  had  the  Dire&ion  of  and  Mm- 
"all  publick  Affairs,  and  that  they  ador'dww. 
"  the  Sun  after  this  Manner.   In  the  Morn- 
"  ing  as  foon  as  the  Sun's  firft  Beams  begin 
"to  appear,  the  Indians  repair  to  the  Sea 
"  Shores  and  the  Banks  of  Rivers  and  Springs, 
"  where  they  warn  their  Hands  and  Faces, 
"  and  make  their  Obedience  to  that  glo- 
"rious   Star.   The  old   Men  meet  under 
"the   Shade  of  the  largeft  and  thickeft 
"  Trees  near  their  Habitations,  where  they 
"  fit  quietly,  talking  and  converfing  together. 
"  The  young  People  have  the  Care  of  all 
"  Things  neceflary  for  the  Support  of  hu- 
"  man  Life,  as  Sowing  and  Reaping.  When 
"the  Harveft  Time  is  come,  every  one  has 
"  Right  to  gather  as  much  Corn  as  is  ne- 
"  ceflary  for  him,  tho'  he  never  took  the 
"  Pains  to  fow  it  ?-  for  they  fay,  that  wh'at- 

foever 
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"  foever  the  Earth  produces  ought  to  be  as 
"  common  to  all,  as  is  the  Light  of  the  Sun, 
"and  Moon,  or  the  Water  of  the  Rivers 
"or  Springs.  So  that  among  them  you  will 
"  never  hear  any  one  fay,  This  is  mine,  or 
"  That  is  yours,  or  Thefe  are  the  Bounds 
"  of  my  Eftate  •,  whence  it  follows  that  they 
"all  live  in  Peace  and  in  common,  like  the 
"  Children  of  one  Family,  without  the  Help 
"  of  Laws.  The  main  Thing  the  old  Men 
"  have  to  do,  is  to  inftrud  the  Youth  \  and 
"  above  all  they  endeavour  to  inftill  Fru- 
"  gality  into  them,'  and  to  be  fatisfy'd  with 
"  what  they  find  in  their  own  Country  *, 
"  for  which  Reafon  they  rarely  fuffer  Stran- 
"  gers  to  come  among  them,  to.  introduce 
"  any  thing  that  is  new,  nor  do  they. 
'*  allow  their  own  People  to  travel,  or  go. 
"  out  of  their  own  Country,  for  Fear  left 
"  they  mould  afterwards  difturb  their  peace- 
"  able  Conftitution,  by  endeavouring  to  bring 
"  up  foreign  Cuftcms,  and  left  they  mould 
"  learn  evil,  feeing  it  pra&is'd  by  others.  The 
"  Women  as  well  as  the  Men  meet  under 
"  the  Shady  Trees,  there  to  dance,  after 
"  their  Faftiion,  ftudying  nothing  but  how 
"  to  pleafe  themfdves. 


chap: 
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CHA  P..  IV. 

What  Method  Columbus  made  Vfe  of, 
to  oblige  the  Caciques  to  fay  Tribute 
to  the  Kjng  of  Spain. 

THE  Admiral  obferving  that  the  Spaniards  Mortality 
he  had  brought  into  the  Indies  dy'd  thereof  spa:. 
apace,  for  want  of  being  usM  to  the  Food  of  nurds: 
the  Country,  refolv'd  to  take  a  Voyage  himfelf 
"into  Spain,  to  get  Provifions  or  Wine,  Com 
:  and  other  Things  neceflary  for  the  Support 
|  of  Life.    He  had  alfo  another  Motive  to 
undertake  that  Voyage,  which  was  to  pre- 
sent the  ill  Offices  that  might  be  done  him 
[fty  one  Peter  Margarit,  a  Gentleman  belong- 
ing to  the  King  of  Spain,  who  was  gone  a- 
way  out  of  the  Indies,  with  fome  other 
Spaniards,  highly  incens'd  againft  Columbus. 
Before    he    would  leave  the  Country,  he 
thought  it  neceflary  to  appeafe  certain  Ca- 
ciques, or  t  Indian  Petty  Kings,  who,  with 
much  Reafon,  made  grievous  Complaints  ar 
gainft  the  Spaniards,   on  account  of  their 
Fnfolency,  their  Rapine,  their  Violences  and 
the  Murders  they  committed.    The  better 
'  to  fucceed  in  his  Defign,  he  out  of  hand 
Marry'd the  Indian  that  was  his  Interpre- 
ter, to  the  Sifter  of  one  of  the  Principal  Ca- 
ciques in  the  Country.    He  fent  fifty  Soldi- 
diers  to  the  Relief  of  Fort  S.  Thomas,  then 
befieg'd  by  another  Cacique,  who  was  Lord 
•j  of  the  Mountains,   from  whence  the  Gold 
was  brought.    This-  Cacique  had  caus'd  .fe- 
I  h\  Spaniards  to  be  flaught&'dy  for  which?' 

I?  Reafon/ 


66  The  General  HISTORY 

Reafon  Columbus  was  very  defirous  either  to 
take  him  alive,  or  elfe  to  perfwade  him  to 
come  to  him.  The  Cacique  diflembling  his 
Defign,  pretended  to  be  very  willing  to  grant 
that  Interview,  thinking  that  would  be  an 
excellent  Opportunity  to  murder  Columbus 
and  all  that  were  with  him.  He  gather'd 
all  the  Men  he  had,  and  fet  forward  with 
all  that  Retinue.  The  Jealoufy  conceiv'd  of 
his  wicked  Defign,  feeing  him  come  attend- 
ed by  fuch  a  Multitude  of  Arm'd  Men,  was 
the  Occaflon  of  laying  an  Ambufh  for  him, 
where  he  was  taken,  put  into  Irons,  and 
prefented  to  the  Admiral.  There  was  In- 
clination enough  to  do  the  fame  by  all  the 
Caciques  and  Lords  of  the  Ifland,  but  it  ap- 
pear'd  that  all  the  Indians  were  ftarving, 
jH'0r  and  that  above  50000  had  already  dy'd, 
ft&imu  trough  their  own  Fault,  becaufe  they  would 
not  fow  their  Lands,  or  gather  in  the 
Harveft  there  was,  hoping  by  that  means 
to  oblige  the  Europeans  to  quit  the  Country, 
as  wanting  Subfiftance.  They  had  alfo  pulPd 
up  all  the  Plants  and  Roots  they  us'd  to 
make  Bread  of,  efpecially  about  the  Mountains, 
where  the  Gold  was  found  0  as  perceiving  that 
was  the  Principal  Occafion  of  the  Chriftians 
coming  into  the  Wefi  Indies. 

The  better  to  keep  them  in  Subjection, 
Columbus  caus'd  a  new  Fort  to  be  built, 
which  he  call'd  the  Conception,  feated  on  a 
Hill  abounding  in  all  Things  neceflary  for 
Humane  Life.  Thefe  Forts  made  the  /«- 
dims  quite  defperate,  as  fearing  they  mould 
entirely  lofe  their  Liberty.    A"  certain  Ca~ 

ue\  to  gain  the  Favour  of  Columbus,  pre- 
fented him  with  a  Grain  of  Natural  Gold 
which  was  in  Shape  like  a:  Pea,  weighed 

twenty 
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twenty  Ounces,  and  was  fent  to  the  King 
pf  Spain.  The  Infolencies  and  Rapines  of 
the  Europeans  reduc'd  the  Indians  to  very 
great  Diftrefs,  and  the  Admiral  to  appeafe 
them  caus'd  all  the  Caciques  in  the  Country  Agree? 
to  be  aflembled,  whom  he  promis'd,  that  for  menu 
the  Time  to  come,  he  would  not  allow  his 
Men  to  range  about  all  their  Ifland  and 
plunder  the  Indians,  under  Pretence,  of  feek- 
ing  for  Gold,  upon  Condition  that  the  In- 
dians would  pay  a  certain  Tribute  at  fo  much 
a  Head  to  the  Spaniards.  The  Inhabitants 
qf  the  Mountains  oblig'd  themfelves  to  bring: 
into  the  Spanijh  Towns  a  Number  of  Mea- 
fures  of  Gold.  ,  Thofe  who  dwelt  in  the 
plains  undertook  to  furnifti  Cotton,  ,a  fee 
Quantity  of  other  Commodities  and  fuchPro- 
vifions  as  the  Country  afforded.  _ 
j  The  Cacique,  who  was  Prifoner  made  it  a  Bttteh 
his  whole  Study  by  Day  and  Night  to  get 
out  of  that ,  Thraldom.  He  contriv'd^  to 
have  five  thoufand  Indians,  arm'd  after  their 
Manner  but  naked,  come  under  the  Command 
of  one  of  his  Brothers  to  attack  the  Spaniards 
with  Bows  and  Arrows,  Clubs,  and  Spears 
pointed  at  the"  Ends  with  fharp.  Stones,  m- 
ftead,  of  Iron.  They  encamp'd  about  a 
Bow  Shot  from  the  Spaniards,  divided  them- 
felves into  five  Batallions,  affigning  each  of 
them  the  Poll  he  was  to  make  good,  at  a  Di- 
ftance  from  one  another  drawn  up  in  a  Semi-  . 
Circle.  He  that  commanded  gave  Orders, 
they  mould  all  move .,  together  upon  the 
Signal  given,  fhouting  at  the  fame  Time 
and  endeavouring,  to  hem  in  their  Enemies 
on  all  Sides,  who.  were  but  a  fmall  Number, 
and  therefore  thinking  it  better,  to  encoun- 
ter everf  Bafalli'on  bj„-  it  felf,  than  to  ftav* 
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till  they  were  all  join'd,  fell  upon  the  greateft 
of  them,  as  they  were  advancing  on  the 
Plain.  The  Horfe  gave  fuch  a  furious 
Charge,  that  the  poor  naked  Indians  were 
not  able  to  ftand  the  Shock,  but  being 
broken  and  worfted  they  betook  themfelves 
to  Flight.  The  others  feeing  their  Com- 
panions routed,  made  away  to  hide  them- 
felves, on  the  higheft  Mountains,  whence 
they  fent  Deputies  to  the  Spaniards ,  pro- 
filing to  perform  whatfoever  they  mould 
impofe  on  them,  provided  they  might  be 
allow'd  the  liberty  of  living  peaceably  in 
their  Houfes,  which  was  readily  granted 
them.  The  Cacique's  Brother  was  taken  Pri- 
foner  and  both  of  them  fent  into  Spain,  for 
the  Catholick  King  to  fee  them ;  but  they 
dy'd  about  half  Way,  for  meer  Grief  and 
Defpair. 

J  temble  In  June  there  happen'd  the  mofl  furious 
Swm-  Tempelt  in  this  Province,  that  has  ever 
been  heard  of.  A  violent  Storm  of  Wind 
drove  before  it  a  Parcel  of  thick  Clouds, 
covering  the  Space  for  five  or  fix  Leagues 
in  the  Air,  and  fo  entirely  darkning  the 
Sky  that  there  was  no  more  Light  than  in 
the  blackeft  Winter  Night  ;  bating  that 
there  was  fuch  dreadful  Lightning  as 
feem'd  to  threaten  a  general  Conflagration, 
and  the  Noife  of  the  Thunder  was  fo  hi- 
deous that  one  would  have  thought  all  the 
Elements  were  at  Wars  with  one  another. 
Wherefoever  the  impetuons  Blafts  rcach'd, 
they  tore  up  the  largeft  Trees  and  carry'd 
them  thro'  the  Air  with  all  their  Roots. 
The  Wind  pull'd  up  great  Stones  on  the 
Tops  of  the  Mountains  and  threw  them 
about  every  Way,  which  made  fuch  incre- 
dible 
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dible  Havock,  and  fo  aftonilhing  a  Noife, 
that  the  moft  undaunted  Courages  were 
ready  to  xexpire  with  Amazement  at  the 
Horrors  they  heard  and  faw.  In  this  dif- 
mal  Confulion,  no  Man  knew  where  to 
hide  himfelf,  that  his  Life  might  be  in  fafety, 
there  being  nothing  to  be  feen  on  all  Hands 
but  amazing  Reprefentations  of  Death.  Moft 
of  the  Houfes  were  beaten  down,  by  the 
Stones  that  fell  from  the  Mountains,  and 
the  reft  overthrown  by  the  Wind.  Many 
of  the  Inhabitants  were  cruih'd  and  bury'd 
in  the  Ruins }  fome  of  the  more  fortunate 
retir'd  into  Dens,  where  the  Storm  had  lefs 
Power.  Three  Ships  of  the  Admirals  that 
lay  at  Anchor  in  the  Harbour  were  fwal- 
low'd  up  with  all  the  Men  and  whatfoever 
elfe  belong'd  to  them.  The  Hurracane  turn'd 
them  about  three  Times  and  then  they 
funk  downright.  That  Sea,  which  never 
Ebbs  or  Flows,  rifes  or  falls,  nor  ever  fwells 
above  its  Banks,  that  are  continually  cover'd 
with  Grafs  and  Flowers,  now  fwelFd  fo 
high  during  the  Tempeft,  that  the  Waters 
fpread  themfelves  every  Way  over  the 
Fields,  for  above  two  Leagues.  When  the 
fury  of  the  Wind  which  had  lafted  three 
Hours  began  to  abate,  and  the  Sun  to  ap- 
pear, the  Indians  came  out  fo  much  amaz'd 
and  afrighted,  that  they  quak'd  and  ftar'd 
like  Men  befide  themfelves,  gazing  upon; 
pne  another,  without  fpeaking  one  Word  \ 
and  being  at  laft  fomewhat  recover'd  out 
of  that  Aftoniftiment,  declar'd,  that  fo  mon- 
ftrous  a  Hurracane  had  not  been,  known  in, 
the  Memory  •  of  Man.  They  were  fully 
perfwaded,  that  God  feeing  the  Mifchiefs, 
the  Impieties,  the  Profanations,  and  the 
F  3  fafilftfc* 
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Injuftice  Chriftians  were  guilty  of  in  that 
Ifland,  had  fent  that  Storm  to  punifh  them^ 
and  that  the  Earth,  the  Water  and  all  the 
Elements  had  confpir'd  againft  them  to  re- 
venge the  Indians,  wtiofe  Peace  they  were 
come  to  difturb,  tho'  they  had  never  done 
them  any  wrong. 

Bartholomew  Columbus,  Brother  to  the  Ad- 
mt      miral,  having  found  fome  Ditches  as  deep 

.  '  as  \Vells,  whence  they  drew  abundance  of 
Gold,  caus'd  a  fmall  Fort  to  be  ere&ed  clofe 
by,  and  call'd  it,  the  Caftle  of  Gold  He 
alfo  built  another,  and  gave  it  the  Name 
of  Santo  Domingo,  or  S.  Dcminick,  becaufe  he 
came  to  it  on  a  Sunday.  There  is  an  excel- 
lent Harbour,  at  the  Foot  of  the  Hill,  on 
which  that  Fortrefs  was  built,  at  the  Mouth 
of  a  very  great  River,  abounding  in  all  forts 
of  Fifli,  and  its  Banks  very  delightful  with 
all  forts  of  Verdure  growing  on  them,  ancj. 
Abundance  of  ftately  Trees.  Travellers  may 
there  gather  Choice  of  Fruit,  which  is  a  great 
Refrefhment. 

Xaragua  The  Spaniards  advancing  about  thirty 
fytoince.  Leagues  into  the  Country,  difcover'd  the 
River  Naiba,  near  which  one  of  the  famouf- 
eft  Caciques  in  the  Ifland  liv'd.  He  was  at- 
tended by  a  great  Multitude  of  Indians,  in- 
tending to  fubdue  the  other  Caciques  and 
neighbouring  People.  This  Man's  little  Do- 
minion is  calfd  Xaragua,  and  is  all  a  moun- 
tainous Country,  where  there  is  no  Gold. 
The  Cacique  whote  Name  was  Anacouchoa, 
feeing  the  Europeans,  laid  down  his  Arms 
and  came  to  confer  with  their  General,  de- 
claring he  would  live  friendly  with  them. 
He  ask'd  what  it  was  they  aim'd  at,  and 
being  told  they  would  have  him  to  pay  Tri* 
k,   y  butc 
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bute  to  the  King  of  Spain,  as  the  other  Ca- 
ciques did.    He  anfwer'd,  /  thought  that  you 
Europeans  had  come  into  the  Indies  only  to 
look  for  Gold,  and  my  Country  does  not  produce 
one  Grain  ;  hut  on  the  other  Hand  it  abounds  in 
Cotton,  which  I  am  willing  you  flail  have  Share 
of.    Having  agreed  upon  thefe  Terms,  the 
Cacique  condu&ed  the  Spaniards  to  the  Place 
where  he  kept  his  Court,  and  gave  them  the 
belt  Entertainment  he  could.    Among  other  7^  Ca- 
llings he  fhew'd  them  thirty _  very  beautiful  ^e/tl'e 
young  Women,  that  were  his  Concubines  Spaniards 
the  Maidens  were  ftark  naked,  thofe  he  had 
lain  with  wore  a  Clout  before  thofe  Parts 
Which  ought  to   be  cover'd.    The  Maids 
Wore  their    Hair   hanging  loofe  on  their 
Shoulders,     and    a    Cotton    Ribbon  a- 
bout  their  Foreheads.    Their  Complexion 
was  a  fort  of  Olive  Colour.   In  their  Hands 
they  had  Branches  of  Palm  Tree,  and  came 
out  to  meet  the  Governour  with  great  To- 
kens of  Joy.   The  Europeans  had  Meat  pro- 
y^ded  for  them,  every  one  was  lodg'd  accor- 
ding to  his  Quality,  and  they  lay  on  hang- 
ing Beds  made  of  Cotton,  which  we  call 
Hammacks.  The  next  Day  they  were  con- 
cluded into  a  large  Hall,  where  the  Indians 
were  wont  to  celebrate   their  Feftivals 
there  they  had  Sports'  of  Dancing,  after  their 
Manner,  but  much  unlike  ours.   That  done? 
they  went  out  into  a  great  Plain,  where 
appear'd  two  Bodies  of  Men,  arm'd  with 
parts  and  Arrows,  and  drawn  up  in  Battel, 
by  Order  of  the  Cacique,    py  the  £iercenefs 
of  their  Looks,  a  Man  would  have  thought 
they  had  been  mortal  Enemies.    The  Prise 
of  the  Battel  and  Vi&ory  was  a  Woman, 
and  her  Children,  and  tho'  that  was  hut  in 
'  F  4  ,  Jefc  * 
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Jeft  to  divert  the  Europeans,  yet  four  Men 
were  immediately  kill'd  upon  the  Spot,  and 
ftveral  wounded,  and  much  more  Harm  would 
have  been  done,  had  not  the  Cacique  been  de- 
fit  "d  to  caufe  the  Battle  to  ceafe. 


CHAP.  V. 

The  Defer  iptton  of  the  Wife  of  a  Cacique, 
the  great  Sway  /he  had  among  the  In- 
dians, and  how  kindly  [he  entertained  the 
Europeans. 

WHEN  the  Admiral  Columbus  returned 
into  Spain  to  give  his  Catholick  Ma- 
jefty  an  Account  of  the  Difcoveries  he  had 
made  in  the  New  W6rld,  and  of  the  great 
Advantages  the'  People  of  Europe  might  find 
therein  for  the  Advancement  of  Trade,  he 
took  along  with  him  in  his  Ships  the  Ca- 
cique Cannoboa,  who  was  fufpecled  to  have 
maflacred  many  Spaniards ,  during   the  Ab- 
fence  of  Columbus }  but  that  Cacique  dy'd  at 
Nouble  Sea  before  he  reach'd  Spain.    His  Widow 
W/^-whofe'Name  was  Anacaona,  which  iignifies 
Uf!°      Flower  of  Gold,  after  her  Husband's  Death' 
return'd  to  live  with  her  Brother  the  Cacique 
Anacauchoa,  who  was  very  well  affefted  to- 
wards the  Chriftians.    This  young  Widow 
was  reckon'd  the  greateft  Beauty  in  all  the 
Hland  Hifpamola,  and  file  had  as  much  Wit 
as  Form  and  good  Carriage.    Her  excellent 
tyalincaticns  procured  her  fo  great  an  Ai'- 

cendant 
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cendant  over  the  Indians^  that  fhe  govern'd 
'her  Brother's  Dominions  with  abfolute  Au- 
thority. She  perfwaded  him  always  to  keep 
up  a  good  Underftandirig  with  the  Euro- 
pans,  and  never'  to  give  them  any  Caufe  to 
complain  or  be  diffatisfy'd  with  hirji,  lay- 
ing before  him  her  Husband's  Misfortunes, 
who  had  ruin'd  himfelf  by  his  ill  Con- 
duct, 

This  Cacique  and  his  Sifter,  being  iilform'd Reception 
pf  the  Governour's  Arrival,  went  to  m&kv  *he  G*t 
him,  with  a  numerous  Train  of  Men  andvwwwr' 
Women,  Singing  and  Dancing.  Six  Indians 
carry'd  the  Cacique  on  their  Shoulders.  He 
was  quite  naked,  except  his  Privities  which 
were  cover'd  with  a  curious  Piece  of  Cotton 
Cloth.  His  Sifter  was  carry'd  in  the  like 
manner,  on  the  Shoulders  of  fix  Indians^ 
clad  in  a  very  fine  Cotton  Robe,  with  Gar- 
lands of  red  and  white  Flowers  on  her  Head, 
and  on  her  Arms.  Her  engaging  Mien,  and 
a  Sort  of  Majefty,  which  appear'd  in  her 
Perfon,  made  it  eafie  to  difcern,  that  fhe 
was  above  all  the  reft.  As  foon  as  they  fpy'd 
the  Gov ernour,  they  order'd  thofe  who  car- 
ry'd, to  fet  them  down,  made  him  pro- 
found Obeyfance,  and  conducted  him  to  a 
Houfe  where  they  "had  laid  up  the  Tribute, 
which  thirty  Caciques  had  ingag'd  to  pay  to 
the  Spaniards,  to  fecure  their  Friendfhip. 
Among  the  Tribute  there  were  Abundance 
of  Loaves,  made  of  JVIaiz,  or  Indian  Wheat, 
and  feveral  ftrange  Creatures,  which  are 
found  in  that  Ifland,  all  Sorts  of  Fifli  rea- 
dy Rofted  to  preferve  them  fweet-,  and  a- 
mong  the  Fifh,  feveral  great  Serpents  or 
Snakes,  hideous  to  behold,  and  with  very 
ftiarp  Teeth.  The  Indians  eat  them  with 
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an  extraordinary  Guft,  reckning  them  the 
moft  delicate  and  agreeable  Meat  in  the 
World  5  but  the  Chriffcians  could  not  be 
prevail'd  upon  to  touch  them,  loathing  to 
fee  the  Indians  feed  fo  greedily  on  thofe 
Infecls.    Abundance  of  other  Sorts  of  Dimes 
were  ferv'd  up  to  them,  nothing  contemp- 
tible, and  in  great  Plenty.    The  Governour 
fat  at  a  Table  by  himfelf,  near  the  Cacique 
and  his  Sifter.    The  Table  was  no  other  than 
a  great  Cotton  Cloth  fpread  upon  the  Ground, 
about  which  Table-Cloth,  inftead  of  Cuihi- 
ons,  they  had  plac'd  Heaps  of  very  large 
Leaves  of  Odoriferous  Trees.    Every  Time 
the  Servants   brought  on  a  frefli  Courfe, 
they  prefented   the  Guefts   with  fome  of 
thofe  fame  Leaves,  to  wipe  their  Fingers. 
A  noble  •  jinACaona  who  was  as  Courteous  and  Po- 
intmaln^*  a?  GOuld  be  e*Pe&ed  from  her  Indian 
mm.     Education,  beheld  the  Governour  with  a- 
morous  and  languishing  Eyes,  and  in  her  O- 
pinion  he  was  the  handfomeft  Man  /he  had 
yet  feen  among  the  Chriftians.    Being  very 
witty  and  free,  me  difcours'd  about  feveral 
pleafing  and  agreeable  Subjects  and  put  Que- 
ftions  to  him,  by  means  of  the  Interpreter. 
She  told  him  ftie  was  fully  convine'd,  that 
the  European  Women  far  exceeded  all  others 
in  Beauty,  fince  the  Men  difFer'd  fo  much  from 
all  others  in  their  Mien  and  Behaviour,  there- 
fore we  deflr'd  he  would  tell  her  the  Rea- 
fons  that  mov'd  him  to  leave  fuch  charming 
Creatures,  to  go  feek  out  fuch  ugly  ones 
among  the  Indians.  When  the  Snakes,  drefs'd 
after   their   manner,  were  ferv'd   up,  me 
prefented  him  with  a  Tail  of  one  of  them, 
frying,  in  a  moft  obliging  Manner,  that  me 

deflr'd 
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lefir'd  he  would  eat  it  for  her  Sake.  *hegj£« 
3overnour,  who  already  ad mir'd  the  Charms 
)f  that  Woman,  to  pleafe  her,  accepted  of 
■he  Prefent,   and  put  fome  of  it  into  Ins 
Mouth,  chewing  it  lightly,  much  againft  his 
Stomach  y  but  when  he  had  once  tailed  and 
bund  the  Relifh  of  that  Meat,  he  was  fo 
aken  with  its  Delicacy  and  agreeable  Sa- 
irour,    that  for  the  future  he  never  car  d 
to  eat  any  thing  but  thofe  Serpents,  call'd 
Tvanas.    The  other  Spaniards  obferving  what 
the  Governour  did,  fell  on  as  well  as  he, 
and  prov'd  all  of  his  Opinion,  unanimoufly 
affirming,  that  the  Flefli  of  thofe  Serpents 
or  Snakes  far  exceeded  the  belt  Pheafants  and 
Partridges  in   Europe.    But   being  inform'd 
that  the  Delicacy  of  them  depended  chief- 
ly on  the  Manner  of  Dreffing,  the  Gover- 
nour would  be  inform'd  of  the  Indians  how 
they  did  it.   They  told  him,  that  as  foon 
as  ever  thofe   Creatures  were  taken,  they 
ripp'd  them  up,  to  take  out  their  Intrails, 
then  wafh'd  them  very  clean,  took  off  all 
the  Scales  as  clear  as  poffible.    Then  they 
laid  the  Snakes  at  their  full  Length  into  a 
great  Earthen  VefTel,  made  on  purpofe,  with 
it  a  little  Water,  and  fome  of  the  Peppev 
that  grows  in  the  Illand.   The  Serpents  thus 
order'd  are  put  to  the  Fire  and  boil'd  a  long 
Time,  to  draw  from  them  a  Liquor,  which 
is  very  thick  and  delicious.    The  Wood  us  d 
for  boiling  them  is  odoriferous  and  never 
fmokes.   The  Governour  was  farther  W? 
form'd  that  the  Eggs  of  thofe  Snakes  boil  d 
were  of  an  excellent  Tafte,  and  would  keep 
&  long  Time. 

After 
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^  Mm    After  this  Difcourfe  and  much  to  the  like 
Furpofe,  the  Spaniards  were  conducted  tc 
the  Chambers  provided   for  them  to  take 
then-  Reft.    The  Beds  were   hanging  and 
made  of  Cotton.    The  fprightty  Anacaona  had 
causd  Nofegays  of  Flowers,  of  all  Sorts  of 
Colours  to  be  hung  about  them,  which  fpread 
a   delightful  Odour.    Then   Ihe  withdrew 
tierfelf  mto  another  Apartment,  with  feve- 
ral  Indian  Women,  who  attended  her  as 
Slaves.    When  all  the  Cotton,  Bread,  and 
otner  Things,  which  the  Caciques  were  to 
pay  by  way  of  Tribute  were  brought  to- 
gether the  Governour  order'd  a  Ship  from 
*ort  IjabelU  and  fent  it  to  Xaragua.  That 
Ship  wa?  a  great  Novelty  among  thofe 
Indians.  Anacaona  had  the  Curiofity  to  fee 
it.  In  the  Way  to  the  Sea  Port,  Ihe  muft  pafs 
thro  a  fmall  Town,  where,  all  herTreafure 
Indian  lay,  which  did  not  confift  in  Gold  or  Dre- 
Jrcafure.  cious  Stones,  or  other  Jewels  of  Value,  but 
in  all  forts  of  VefTels  and  Utenfils  for  the 
Ufe  of  Men,  as  Dimes,  Plates,  Porrengers, 
all  of  them  made  of  a  curious  Cole  Black, 
glolTy  and  mining  fort  of  Wood,  on  which 
Serpents  and  Flowers  were  very  artificially 
Painted  in  their  natural  Colours.    She  save 
the  Governour  flxty  of  thofe  Veflels,  and 
fourteen  Walking-Sticks  of  the  fame  Wood, 
painted  like  the  other  Things.   All  thefe 
were  wrought  in  the  Ifland  of  Guanaba,  with 
Stones  found  in  the  River,  which  are  very 
inarp.   She  alfo  gave  him  four  Parcels  of 
very  fine  fpun  Cotton,  of  all  forts  of  Co- 
lours,  to  make  Cloth  of. 
Indians,.  T,he  caus'd  two  painted  Canoes 

admire  a  *?  Jje  brought  to  the  Shore,  the  one  for 
sbit.     himfelf  and  his  Retinue,  the  other  for  his 

Sifter 
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lifter  and  the  Women  belonging  to  her  g 
>ut  (he  wouli  needs  go  alone  in  the  Gover- 
tour's  Boat,  aboard  the  Ship,  and  left  her 
iVomen  in  the  Canoe.  Before  they  came 
o  the  Ship,  upon  a  Signal  made  by  the 
Sovernour,  all  the  Cannon  was  fir'd.  The 
Soife  of  the  great  and  fmall  Shot,  which 
vas  redoubled  by  the  Ecchp  from  alj  the 
Adjacent  Hollows  of  the  Rocks  and  Moun- 
ains,  the  Fire  and  the  Smoke,  which  darkned 
he  Air,  altogether  terrify'd  Anacaona  and. 
ier  Retinue,  in  fo  much  that  fhe  fwooned 
iway  in  the  Governour's  Arms.  The  other 
rndians  were  no  lefs  fcar'd  and  thought  the 
vhole  Frame  of  the  World  had  been  dif- 
[blv'd.  The  Governour  encourag'd  them, 
md  as  foon  as  that  Noife  was  over,  ano- 
:her  much  more  agreeable  was  heard  of  Fifes, 
ITrumpets,  and  Drums,  which  Was  very  plea- 
ing  to  the  Indians.  The  Governour  handed 
Anacaona  up  into  the  Ship,  conducted  her 
ihro'  all  the  Decks  and  Cabbins,  and  fhow'd 
tier  all  that  was  remarkable  in  it.  The 
Cacique  went  aboard  too,  with  his  Indians^ 
/vho  thought  they  could  never  fufficiently  view 
md  admire  fo  many  Things  they  had  ne- 
rer  feen  the  like  of  before.  The  Anchors 
were  weigh'd  and  all  fhe  Sails,  Colours  and 
Streamers,  let  go  in  the  Air.  That  unufual 
Spectacle  fi'lld  them  again  with  Amazement, 
abferving  that  fuch  a  vaft  Body  mov'd  of 
rt  felf,  and  without  the  Help  of  Men.  The 
Governour  having  prefented  the  Cacique  and* 
his  Sifter  difmis'd  them.  Anacaona  fliow'd 
much  Concern  to  depart,  and  conjur'd  the 
Governour  to. Hay  a  few  Days  longer  with 
them,  or  elfe  to  take  her  along  with  him  \ 
but  he,  to  comfort  her,  promis'd  to  return 
very  fpeedily.  jhe 
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VManiss    The  Admiral,  at  his  Departure  for  Spain', 

?%mi"e,d  left  one  Roldan,  who  had  been  his  Servant, 

^Ko1  in  Fort  IfabelU.  This  Man  grown  infolent 
with  his  good  Fortune,  fell  to  ranging  about 
the  Ifland,  robbing  all  Places  where  he  came 
taking  away  the  Gold,  the  Provifions  and 
whatfoever  elfe  he  found  in  the  Houfes  of 
the  Indians,  by  Force,  ufmg  all  manner  of 
Violence  towards  the  Women  and  young 
Maids,  and  doing  all  the  Mifchief  that  ever 
he  could  think  of.  The  Cacique  Cuarionefe, 
who  was  naturally  well  affe&ed  towards  the 
Europeans,  no  longer  able  to  endure  the  Vil- 
lages and  Oppreffions  of  that  bafe  Man  and 
his  Followers,  fled,  with  all  his  Subjects  into 
the  Mountains,  the  Inhabitants  whereof  are 
call'd  Ciguages  and  thought  to  be  defcended 
from  the  Canibals,  becaufe  they  devour  all 
the  Prifoners  they  take  in  War.  Guar  tone fe 
reprefented  to  them  and  their  Cacique  all 
the  ill  Ufage  he  had  receiv'd  from  the 
Spaniards,  whom  he  was  never  able  to  make 
more  tradable  by  his  Submiffion  and  Prefents, 
tho'  he  us'd  all  Means  to  oblige  them,  that 
they  might  fufrer  him  and  his  People  to 
live  iu  Peace  and  Tranquility.  Mayabonefe 
the  Cacique  of  the  Ciguages,  receiv'd  his  new 
'Guefts,  the  Fugitives,  with  all  poflible  Cour- 
tefy  and  Kindnefs,  promifing  them  all  the 
Afliftance  he  was  able,  againft  their  Perfe- 
cutors  and  the  common  Enemy. 

Ms  Mo-'   Tne  Governour  was  much  furpris'd  to  find. 

Unc%  "Things  in  this  Condition  at  his  Return,  and 
the  Minds  of  the  Indians  fo  much  alienated 
from  the  Chriftians.  Re  feverely  check'd 
Roldan,  who  had  been  the  Caufe  of  all  thofe 
Diforders,  and  committed  fuch  Infolencies, 
Robberies  and  Barbarities  throughout  that 

Part 
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Part  of  the  Ifland,  that  the  Natives,  who 
were  naturally  meek  and  fubmiflive,  were 
riot  able  to  endure  him.  Roldan,  inftead  of 
owning  his  Fault  and  the  Bafenefs  of  his 
Behaviour,  anfwer'd  trie  Governour  in  a 
haughty  brutal  Manner,  that  he  was  very  well 
informed,  the  Admiral  his  Brother  was  dead  ? 
that  his  Catholick  Majefty  made  not  the  leafi 
Account  of  the  Dif cover ies  in  that  new  World  ; 
that  the  Spaniards  there  were  fiarving  for  Hun- 
ger, which  obliged  them  to  feek  out  for  Subfi- 
ftance  in  all  Places,  where  any  was  to  be  found  ; 
and  that  in  jhort,  they  were  refolv'd  for  the 
future  to  live  Free  and  obey  no  Man*  Thefe 
audacious  Expreflions  highly  provok'd  the 
Governour,  who  would  have  put  him  to 
Death  for  prefuming  to  talk  to  him  in  that 
infolent  Manner  j  but  Roldan  fled,  with  fixty 
Men,  to  the  fartheft  Part  of  the  Province 
of  Xaragua,  where  he  robb'd  all  Places  where- 
foever  he  came,  carrying  away  by  Force  all 
he  found  that  was  for  his  Turn,  raviftiing 
all  the  Women,  and  murdering  fuch  as 
would  not  confent  to  his  brutal  Luft,  with- 
out any  Remorfe,  or  thought  of  Chriftianity, 
as  believing  there  was  none  in  the  Ifland 
that  could  call  him  to  Account  for  all  his 
Villanies* 


CHAP. 


So 
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t  H  A  P.  VI. 

Of  the  Difcovery  of  a  Urge  Country,  in- 
habited by  a  very  peaceable  and  cour- 
teous People,  and  abounding  in  Gold 
and  Pearls. 

^hellion.  T7irHilft:  Things  were  in  this  Pofture  in 
VV  the  Ifland  Hifpaniola,  his  Catholick 
Ma  jelly  order'd  ten  Ships  to  be  fitted  out 
for  Admiral  Columbw^  to  carry  Provifions  in- 
to the  new  World.  Two  of  thefe  Ships 
fent  before  the  reft,  arriv'd  at  the  fartheft 
Part  of  the  Province  of  Xaragua,  whither 
koldan  above  mentioned,  and  the  reft  of  the 
Rebels  were  withdrawn,  who  perfwaded 
thofe  who  came  in  them,  not  to  own  the 
Governour's  Authority,  promifing  that  in- 
ftead  of  the  Troubles  and  Hardfliips  they 
were  like  to  endure,  under  his  Command, 
By  joyning  with  them,  they  Ihould  enjoy  all' 
forts  of  Pleafure,  and  enrich  themfelves  with 
the  Plunder  of  the  Indians.  Thefe  fpecious 
Promifes  debauch'd  them,  and  they  agreed 
to  divide  the  Provifions  they  brought  from 
Europe  among  them,  and  to  acknowledge 
Roldaniox  their  Commander  and  Chief.  Tho' 
they  were  fatisfy'd  that  it  could  not  be  long 
before  the  Admiral  muft  arrive  with  his 
Squadron,  yet  they  forbore  not  to  commit 
Abundance  of  Outrages  and  Inhumanities 
throughout  the  Ifland,  as  far  as  they  could 
reach,  without  any  Remorfe  or  Apprehen- 
fion. 

•  On 
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Qn  the  other  Handfl  the  Cacique  Guari*  Mmirat, 
ftoefe,  feconded  by  Mayabomfe  and  his  Forces -u$m  mx* 
every  now  and  then  came  down  like  z  t-^ve' 
Torrent  upon  the  Spaniards,  and  the  Indians 
their  Confederates,  killing  and  deftroying 
all  that  fell  int,o  their  Hands.  At  the  fame 
Time  that  thefe  Troubles,  diftra&ed  the 
new  World,  the  Admiral  fet  fail  from 
S.  Lucar  on  the  eight  and  twentieth  of  Mayr 
in  the  Year  14981  fteering  his  Courfe  to 
the  Southward,  defigning  to  come  under  the 
^quinodtial  Line,  and  to  examine  into  the 
Mature  of  the  Countries  about  it.  He  came 
to  the  Hefterides,  which  the  Portuguefes  call 
the  Iflands  of  Cabo  Verde,  being  thirteen  in 
Number,  and  about  two  Days  Sail  from  the 
Continent,  except  only  one  of  themf  in 
which  there  are  fome  Inhabitants  \  bat 
he  made  no  Stay  there, ,  having  obferv'd 
that  the  Air  of  that  Place  is  very  un- 
wholefome.  They  fail'd  for  the  Space  of 
two  hundred  and  forty  Leagues  in  fo  great 
3  Calm,  and  fuch  a  prodigious  Heat,  being  ExceJ[we 
but  five  Degrees  from  the  Equinoctial,  that Huu* 
they  thought  the  very  Ships  were  in  Danger 
of  being  nYd,  and  the  Hoops  flew  off"  from 
the  Casks  as  if  they  had  been  parch'd  at 
the  Fire.  .The  Wine  and  Water  were  both 
fpoiit,  and  the  Men  fainted  away  under  that 
intolerable  Fiery  Air.  Eight  .  Days  they 
cpntinu'd  in  that  diftrefs'd  miferable  Con- 
dition; and  faneyM  that  their  Ships  conti- 
nually went  up  Hill,  ,  as  if  it  had  been  a  rifing 
Sea,  and  they  always  ,  afcending  towards 
Heaven..  When  the,  Calm  had.  lafted  eight 
pays,  the  Wind  fprang  up  frefli,  and  being 
fight  a  Stern,  the  next  Day  they  found, 
themfelves  in  a  very  temperate  Air,  and  at 
G  Night 


82  The  Gewal  HISTORY 

Night  the  Pofitioa  If  the  Stars  was  alter'd. 
The  third  Day  they  difcry'd  three  very 
high  Mountains,  which  much  rejoyc'd  them, 
for  they  had  been  almoft:  burnt  up  with  the 
Heat  and  began  to  want  Water.  They  eafily 
perceiv'd  that  the  Country  was  inhabited, 
hecaufe  from  the  Ships  they  could  fee  fe- 
vcral  fine  Gardens  and  Meddows  cover'd 
with  Flowers,  the  fragrant  Scent  whereof 
reach'd  even  to  them. 
JHfccvery.  xhey  found  a  very  convenient  Harbour, 
every  way  fit  to  receive  their  Ships,  and 
not  far  from  them  they  fpy'd  a  Canoe,  ia 
which  there  were  twenty  young  Men, 
well  enough  fhap'd  and  handfome,  arm'd 
with  Bows  and  Arrows,  but  naked  like  all 
the  other  Indians,  except  their  Privities, 
which  they  cover'd  with  Cotton  Cloath,  and 
wore  on  their  Heads  a  fort  of  peeked  high 
crown'd  Hat,  or  Cap.  The  Admiral  that 
they  might  not  be  frighted,  fhew'd  them 
little  Looking-Glafles,  Whittles,  and  other 
European  Toys,  which  the  Indians  are  natu- 
rally apt  to  admire  ^  however  thofe  Men 
fearing  thefe  were  all  Contrivances  to  fur- 
prife  and  enfnare  them,  kept  a  loof  off,  al- 
ways upon  their  Guard,  without  daring  to 
come  within  Reach.  Then  he  order'd  his 
Fifes  to  play  and  drums  to  beat,  thinking  to 
allure  them  by  the  Sound,  which  they  looking 
upon  as  a  Signal  for  Battel,  bent  their  Bows 
and  put  themfelves  into  a  Pofture  to  let  fly 
their  Arrows.  At  laft  fufpe&ing  they 
might  be  fome  way  drawn  into  Danger, 
they  ply'd  their  Oars,  and  made  away  be- 
fore any  thing  could  be  learnt  of  them,  as 
was  delir'd. 


About 
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About  this  Place  they  obferv'd  there  was  a  A  violent 
very  ftrong  Current  of  the  Water  fetting  from  Cwrnnu 
Eaft  to  Weft,  running  with  fuch  a  violent 
Stream,  as  if  it  had  been  a  Torrent  coming 
down  from  the  Mountains.  The  Admiral 
as  undaunted  as  he  was,  declared  that  in  his 
whole  Life,  he  had  never  been  fo  much  afraid. 
Next  to  this  Current  they  came  to  a  Streight 
or  Paflage,  eight  Miles  over,  which  they 
CalFd  Boca  del  Draco,  that  is,  the  Dragon's 
Mouth,  with  an  Ifland  clofe  by  it,  to  which 
they  gave  the  Name  of  Margarita.  That 
firft  Current  of  fait  Water  was  drove  back 
again  by  another,  impetuous  Stream  of  frefh 
Water,  coming  down  from  the  Oppofite 
Land,  with  the  ftme  Swiftnefs  and  Rapi- 
dity, forcing  it  felf  forward  into  the  Sea ; 
but  it  was  kept  back  by  the  fait  Water 
Current,  fo  that  both  thofe  furious  Torrents 
encountring  one  another,  rais'd  Mountains 
of  Foam  for  a  great  Diftance  about  them, 
and  made  a  molt  dreadful  Noife. 

The  Europeans  being  got  within  that  Bay  coafl  of 
or  Gulph,  at  length  found  fweet  Water,  Paria* 
and  very  good  to  Drink,  after  failing  fifty 
Leagues,  and  the  more  they  advanced 
Weftward  the  pleafanter  it  was.  They  faw 
Lands  cultivated  every  where,  without  dis- 
covering any  Inhabitants  or  Houfes.  At 
Length,  coming  to  a  large  Plain,  they  lan- 
ded Ibme  Men  to  get  Information*  The 
Indians  feeing  fuch  ftrange  People,  ran  down 
to  the  Shore  in  Cfowds,  without  the  leaft 
Sign  of  Fear,  treated  them  Friendly 
went  Aboard  the  Ships,  fignified  to  them 
that  the  Country  was  call'd  Paria,  and  that 
the  farther  they  proceeded  to  the  Weftward 
they  would  ftilji  find  it  well  Peopled,  the 
G  %  Aif 
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Air  being  (till  more  temperate  and  pleafant^ 
This  Account  made  the  Spaniards  conclude,- 
that  the  Difcovery  they  had  made  was  ve- 
ry confiderable.  The  Cacique,  or  Petty  King 
Of  the  Country  came  down  to  the  Harbour, 
with  feveral  Canoes  full  of  Indians,  who 
had  all  of  them  Gold  Collars  about  their 
Kecks  and  Bracelets  on  their  Arms,  with 
precious  Pearls  hanging  at  their  Ears,  which 
were  found  on  the  Banks  of  the  adjacent 
Sea.  The  Indians  did  nof  much  value  that 
Wealth,  and  gave  the  Spaniards  to  under- 
hand, that  if  they  Would  ftay  fome  Time 
with  them,  they  would  fill  large  VeflHs 
with  the  like  and  give  them. 


CHAP.  VIIv 

The  Catholick  Kjng  fends  a  new  Governour 
into  the  Weft  Indies,  with  Orders  to 
fecure  the  Admiral  and  his  Brother^ 
and  [end  them  Prifoners  into  Spain. 


intemin-HT  H  E  SPaniards  £oin8  afhofe'  Were 
mntoftbe  JL  ceiv'd  by  the  Indians  with  extraordi- 
spmards.  nary  Demonftrations  of  Affe&ion.  They  came 
running  from  all  Parts  to  fee  them,  as  if 
they  had  been  fomething  more  than  Men. 
Two  of  them,  who  feem'd  to  be  the  prin- 
cipal Perfons  of  that  Nation,  the  one  of 
a  great  Age,  3nd  the  other  Younger,f  af- 
ter faluting  them  with  the  greateft  Civili- 
ty, conducted  them  into  a  Hut  or  Cottage, 

which 
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which  was  exa&ly  round,  "and  before  it  a 
large  open  Place  or  Square.  They  were 
feated  on  Stools  very  artificially  made,  of 
a  black  Aiming  Sort  of  Wood,  and  then 
treated  with  Meat  and  feveral  Fruits,  un- 
known to  the  Europeans,  as  alfo  white  and 
red  Wines,  not  made  of  Grapes,  but  of 
fundry  Sorts  of  Fruits,  of  a  delicious  Tafte* 
When  they  had  eaten  and  drank,  the  young 
Man  took  the  Spaniards  by  the  Hand  and 
led  them  into  a  Chamber,  where  there  were 
feveral  Men  and  Women  ftanding  apart 
from  one  another,  as  white  as  Alabafter,  ex- 
cept thofe  who  were  often  expos'd  to  the  Sun. 
It  appear'd  by  theirBehaviour  and  theMotions 
they  made,  that  they  had  a  great  Efteem 
for  the  Strangers.  There  was  never  a  Man 
or  Woman  among  all  that  Company,  but  what 
was  adorn'd  with'  feveral  Strings  of  large 
Pearls  and  Gold  Chains.  The  Europeans 
asking  them  where  they  got  the  Gold  they 
wore  \  they  fignify'd  to  them  by  Signs,  that 
they  found  it  upon  certain  Mountains,  which 
they  pointed  at  with  their  Fingers  \  but 
fhat  there  was  Danger  in  going  thither,  be- 
caufe  feveral  Indians  had  been  devour'd  \ 
though  they  could  never  psrfe&ry  conceive 
whether  it  were  by  wild  Beafts,  or  by 
Canibals. 

The  Spaniards  having  flaid  Afliore  till  78 
Noon,  return'd  to  their  Ships,  with  feveral" 
Strings  of  Pearls,  which  the  Indians  had  gi~m 
ven  "them.   Then  the  Admiral  fet  Sail,  be- 
caufe  the  Provifions  he  was  carrying  to 
Hiffaniola,  began  to  fpoil.    They  had  found 
in  a  great  River,   near  the  Equino&ial  A- 
bundance  of  Weeds,  which  entangled  and 
jiindied  the  Way  of  their  Ships,   At  length 
•  :        G  3        •  after 
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after  many  Fatigues,  they  arriv'd  at  Hi/pa* 
niola,  on  the  28th  of  August  1498,  where 
they  found  all  Things  in  Diforder  and  Con- 
fuflon  \  for  that  Roland,  who  had  been  the 
Admiral's  Officer,  had  revolted  againft  his 
Brother,  and  drawn  feveral  Spaniards  into 
Rebellion,  as  was  faid  in  the  laft  Chapter. 
Rebels  Befides  he  had  fent  Letters  into  Spain,  re- 
flmdertbe  fle&ing  heinoufly  on  the  Admiral  and  his 
Mmirai.  Brother,  urging,  that  they  were  wicked  Men, 
who  had  been  guilty  of  all  Sorts  of  Inju- 
ftice,  Infolences  and  Outrages  in  the  Ifland 
Hifpaniol*  ;  that  they  hang'd  up  Men  for 
the  molt  trivial  Matters  and  that  their 
unreafonable  Jealoufy  and  unbounded  Ambi- 
tion being  altogether  intolerable,  many  Spa- 
niards had  been  oblig'd  to  depart  from  them, 
as  Enemies  to  their  Catholick  Majefties,  and 
only  afpiring  to  ufurp  their  Royal  Authority 
in*  that  New  World. 
PitVindi-  °n  rne  otner  Side,  tne  Admiral  omitted 
wion.  nothing  that  might  make  the  Catholick  King 
fenfible  of  theBafenefs  of  his  Accufers.  He 
declar'd  they  had  murder'd  Abundance  of 
Women,  after  abufing  them  *,  that  they  rang'd 
about  the  Ifland  of  Hifpaniola  plundering  all, 
wherefoever  they  came  •,  and  that  fearing  to 
be  punifh'd,  as  they  deferv'd,  at  his  Return, 
they  were  broke  out  into  open  Rebellion.  In 
the  mean  while  the  Admiral  fent  an  hun^ 
dred  Men  to  guard  his  Brother,  wherefo- 
e^er  he  went  \  and,  at  the  fame  Time,  fent 
him  fome  Horfe,  with  Orders  to  fall  upon 
the  Cacique  Guarionefe,  who  had  under  his 
Command  fix  Thoufand  Men,  arm'd.with 
lUlwi  Bows  an(*  Arrows,  but  ftark  naked,  and  all 
mud.  their  Bodies  painted  of  feveral  Colours  from 
the  Head  to  the  Feet.   They  polled  them- 

felves 
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felves  on  the  Bank  of  a  River,  where  the  Go- 
vernour  attack'd  them  feveral  Times,  having 
pafs'd  over  his  Cavalry  at  another  Place, 
which  came  upon  the  Indians  unexpected, 
who  all  fled  up  the  Mountains  to  the  Ca- 
cique Mayaboneje^  of  whom  they  in  vain  de- 
manded Succours,  for  he  was  afraid  left  the 
Governour  fhould  fall  upon  him. 

Accordingly  he  purfu'd  thofe  that  fled,™*  Ca- 
clofe  at  the  Heels,  and  undemanding  thacgj^*** 
they  were  withdrawn  into  the  Woods,  he 
continu'd  the  Chace  to  take  the  Caciques  a- 
live,  if  poflible,  tho'  that  feem'd  to  be  a 
very  difficult  Undertaking.  The  Chnftians 
hard  prefs'd  by  Hunger,  and  ranging  about 
the  Woods  to*  kill  Fowl  to  eat,  happen'd 
to  light  upon  two  Servants  belonging  to  Maya- 
bonefe,  who  fliow'd  them  the  Place,  where 
he  lay  hid.  The  Governour  caus'd  two  of 
his  Men  to  paint  themfelves  from  the  Head 
to  the  Feet,  after  the  Manner  of  the  In- 
dians.  The  Cacique  deceived  by  the  Likenefs 
feeing  them  afar  off,  came  out  to  meet 
them,  and  they  feiz'd  him  without  any 
Trouble.  The  Cacique  Guanonefe  was  taken 
after  the  fame  manner,  with  all  his  Fami- 
ly, and  the  People  feeing  their  Caciques  fallen 
into  the  Hands  of  the  Spaniards  fubmitted 
themfelves  to  their  Will. 

The  Admiral  and  his  Brother  us'd  all  their 
Endeavours  to    extend  the  Dominions  of 
the  Catholick  King,  in   the  new  World 
but  the  Petty  Kings  and  the  People  of  the  . 
Ifland  fJifpamoia,  joyn'd  with  the  Rebels  to^;£ 
deftroy  them,  and  fent  complaints  to  Court  AimifaL 
againft  them,   On  the  other  Hand,  all  the 
Great  men,  allur'd  by  the  Hope  of  enriching 
themfelves  in  thofe  new  found  Parts,  con- 
G  4  tended 
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tended  for  the  Government  of  them,  with 
all   poflible  Eagernefs.     Accordingly  they 
indaftrioufly  fpread  abroad  a  Report,  that 
the  Admiral  and  his  Brother  defign'd  to 
fecure  to  themfelves  the  Dominion  of  the 
new  World  and  in  Order  to  it  obftrucled 
the  Spaniards  coming  to  the  Knowledge  of 
the  Gold  Mines;  that  they  had  put  them 
into  the  Cuftody  of  their  own  Creatures; 
that  they  fent  but  a   very  inconfiderable 
Quantity  of  that  Metal  into  Spain,  and  referv'd 
the  Reft  for  themfelves  ;  and  that  the  better 
to  bring  about  their  Deflgn,  they  had  already 
put  to  death  feveral  Spaniards  under  divers 
Pretences.     Thefe  Rumours  fpread  abroad 
at  Court,  made  fhch  Impreffi6non  the  Mind 
of  the  Catholick  King,  that  he  began  to 
complain  that  fo  little  Gold  was  fent  him 
from  Hifpaniola,  which  in  Reality  was  only 
occafion'd  by  the  Mifunderftanding  between 
the  Spaniards  themfelves  in  the  new  World. 
It  was  therefore  refolv'd  at  Court,  to  fend 
thither  a  new  Governour,  to  examine  all 
Matters  upon  the  Spot  and  diftinguifli  be- 
sem  Pr/.tW(te?  tlle    Innocent  and  the  Guilty.  He 
fo»er  wwar^¥'d  in  the  Ifland  of  Hifpaniola,  with  a 
Spain,    confiderable  Number  of  Men,  before  any  Bo- 
dy had  the  News  of  their  coming.    The  Ad- 
miral and  his  Brother  being  inform'd  of  it, 
came  to  meet  him  with  Countenances  ex- 
pretfing  how  much  they  were  pleasM  to  fee 
him  there  ;    but  they  we're  both  immedi- 
atly  feiz'd,  as  was  every  Thing  that  belong'd 
to  them.    They  were  put  into  Irons  by  the 
new  Governour's  Order  and  fent  away  in 
that  manner  to  Court.    This  Action  was  a 
fufficient  Demonftration  of  the  Inftability  of 
worldly  Affairs,    Thofe  two  Men  fo  highly 

favour'd 
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favour'd  and  honour'd  by  the  Catholick  King, 
Who,  by  their  Induftry  had  acquir'd  him  fucb 
mighty  Dominions,  and  who  had  undergone 
fuch  extraordinary  Fatigues,  for  the  making 
of  thofe  new  Discoveries,  which  feem'd  im- 
prafticable  to  the  Tnoft  knowing  Men,  were 
now  in  a  Moment  reduc'd  to  the  moft  mi- 
ferable  Condition  that  could  be  imagin'd. 
The  Catholick  King  being  inform'd  that 
they  were  come  to  Cadiz,  with  Irons  on 
their  Hands  and  Feet,  could  not'  but  be 
touch'd  with  Companion,  and  fent  feveral  , 
Perfons  to  meet  them,  with  Orders  that  they 
fliould  be  fefat  perfeft  Liberty,  decently  is  fit  of 
clad,  as  became  them,  and  conduced  to  Court.  ' 
They  gave  the  King  an  Account  of  all  that 
had  happened  in  India,  fo  that  the  Truth 
being  made  out,  ftrift  Orders  were  fent  for 
punilhing  the  Offenders  feverely. 


CHAP.  VIIL 

Alphonfo  Nino  departs  from  Spain,  to 
difcover  New  Countries,  where  Gold  is 
found. 

AFTER  the  Arrival  of  Columbus  and  Coafi  of 
his  Brother  in  If  am,  feveral  of  theCuriana. 
Pilots  or  Mailers  of  Veffels,  who  had  been 
aflifting  to,  or  ferv'd  under  him  in  his  Dis- 
coveries, refolv'd  to  launch  out  into  the  O- 
cean,  in  fearch  of  other  new  Countries  *,  and 
promifing  the  King  the  Fifth  of  all  the  Wealth 
*    ;  they 
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they  mould  happen  to  acquire,  obtain'd  his 
Letters  Patent  to  authorize  their  U*idertak- 
ings.  They  accordingly  fitted  out  feveral 
Ships,  at  their  own  Expence,  and  fteer'd 
fundry  Courfes,  but  with  pofitive  Orders,  not 
to  come  within  fifty  Leagues  of  the  Coun- 
tries difcover'd  by  the  Admiral.  Among 
thefe  Alphonfo  Nino  fail'd  away  to  the  South- 
ward, and  leaving  on  the  Right-Hand  the 
Provinces  of  Cumana  and  Manacapoua,  ar- 
riv'd  in  a  Country,  which  the  Natives  call'd 
Cm  •iana,  where  he  found  a  Port,  as  commo- 
dious as  that  of  Cadiz,  and  a  little  Village 
of  only  eight  Cottages,  in  which  there  were 
about  fifty  naked  Men,  belonging  to  ano- 
ther very  populous  Town,  which  was  about 
three  Miles  off.  The  Inhabitants  of  the  Town 
with  their  Cacique  at  the  Head  of  them, 
came  to  fee  the  Europeans,  who  gave  them 
Whittles,  Ribbons,  little  Knives,  Looking- 
GlafTes,  Strings  of  Glafs  Beads,  and  other 
fmall  Toys  of  that  Nature  ,  for  which  the 
Indians  return'd  them  large  Pearls  they  wore 
about  their  Necks  and  Arms.  The  next  Day 
Alphonfo,  after  much  Intreating,  went  to 
their  Town,  but  was  daunted  at  the  vaft 
Multitude  of  People  he  faw  there,  as  ha- 
ving but  thirty  Men  with  him.  He  gave 
them  to  underltand  by  Signs,  that  if  they 
had  a  Mind  to  buy  any  European  Commo- 
dities, they  might  come  Aboard  his  Ship 
in  their  Canoes,  to  which  they  confented  and 
carry'd  a  great  Quantity  of  Pearls,  where- 
of they  gave  an  hundred  Pounds  weight  for 
Trifles  of  no  Value. 
pefcriptl-  Alphonfo  Nmo  perciev'd  that  thefe  People 
on  of  the  were  gentle,  limple,  peaceable  and  lovers  of 
Cowiy.  Strangers,  and  therefore  refolv'd  to  go  to 

their 


of  Voyages and  Travels.  91- 

their  Towns,  where  they  receiv'd  him  very 
lovingly.  Their  Huts  are  made  of  Wood, 
cover'd  with  Palm-Tree  Leaves-,  and  their 
chief  Diet  was  Qyfters,  whereof  there  is 
immenfe  Plenty  on  their  Coaft,  and  from 
them  they  take  the  Pearls.  They  alfo  feed 
on  wild  Beafts,  which  they  kill  in  the 
Woods,  as  Staggs,  wild  Boars,  and  Hares  \ 
as  alfo  Pigeons  and  Turtle-Doves.  Their 
Woods  are  full  of  Peacocks,  but  they  have 
not  fuch  beautiful  Tails  as  ours  in  Europe, 
for  the  Male  there  differs  very  little  from 
the  Hen.  There  are  alfo  vaft  Numbers  of 
Pheafants  in  thofe  Woods.  Thefe  Indians  are 
very  expert  at  mooting  with  their  Bows  and 
never  mifs  the  Mark  they  aim  at.  All  the 
while  the  Spaniards  continu'd  among  them, 
they  fed  Daintily  and  very  cheap \  for  they 
gave  but  four  Pins  for  a  Peacock,  and  two 
for  a  Pheafant*,  but  they  traded  as  the  Wo- 
men do  in  Europe  when  they  buy  any  Com-  v 
modity.  They  enquir'd  by  Signs,  what  ufc 
they  could  make  of:  Pins,  being  all  naked  % 
and  were  anfwer'd  in  the  fame  Manner,  that 
they  might  have  Occafion  for  them  to  pick 
their  Teeth,  and  to  draw  Thorns  out  of 
their  Feet.  From  that  Time  forward,  they 
began  to  put  a  great  Value  upon  them  ; 
but  they  efteem  Whittles  above  all  other 
Things,  and  would  give  any  Thing  they 
had,  tho'  of  never  fb  much  Value  for 
one. 

There  was  a  molt  Fragrant  Scent  all  pr^„#. 
about  near  the  Villages,  coming  from  a 
Sort  of  large  Trees,  there  was,  in  the 
neighbouring  Woods,  and  in  the  Night  there 
was  dreadful  roaring  of  wild  Beafts  heard; 
but  they  do  no  manner  of  Harm,  for  the 
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Indians  go  about  (lark  naked,  in  all  fafety, 
with  no  other  Weapons  but  their  Bows  and 
Arrows.  They  kill'd  as  many  Deer  and 
wild  Boars  as  the  Europeans  demanded  of 
them  }  but  have  neither  Kine,  Goats,  nor 
Sheep.  Their  Bread  is  made  of  Maiz.t  that 
is  Indian  Wheat,  and  of  Roots,  like  that 
in  the  Ifland  HifpanioU.  They  are  continu- 
ally chewing  of  a  certain  Herb,  to  make 
their  Teeth  white,  and  when  they  fpit  it 
out,  they  wafh  their  Mouths.  The  Women 
look  to  the  Tillage  and  Houftiold  Affairs  ; 
the  Men  go  a  hunting  and  to  the  Wars, 
and  hare'  the  Charge  of  all  Sports,  Fefti- 
vals  and  Diverfions.  They  have  Pots,  Urns, 
and  other  VefTels  made  of  Earthen  Ware, 
of  feveral  Colours,  which  they  buy  of  their 
Neighbours  *,  for  the  Indians  of  feveral  Pro- 
vinces meet  at  Fairs  and  Markets,  to  which 
they  all  carry  their  Commodities,  to  exchange 
them  for  fuch  Goods  as  they  want  at  home, 
being  utter  Strangers  to  the  Ufc  of  Mo- 
ney. They  are  very  fpvetous  and  earneft 
for  any  Curiofities  thaf  are  not  to  be  found 
in  their  own  Countries.  About  their  Necks 
they  wear  Strings  of  Pearls  -7  as  alfo  little 
Birds  and  other  fmall  Animals  very  artifi- 
citlly  made  in  Gold. 
Worrier,  The  Women  fcarce  go  out  pf  their  Houfes  \ 
but  whenfoever  they  appear  in  publick,  they 
wear  a  Peice  of  Cotton  Cloth  over  thofe 
Parts,  which  Modefty  requires  mould  be  Con- 
ceal'd  but  are  all  naked  in  their  Houfes, 
The  Men  are  naturally  Jealous  of  their 
Wives,  and  therefore  kept  them  up,  with- 
out allowing  them  to  go  aboard  the  Ships, 
tho'  they  were  very  defirous  to  fee  the  Ra- 
rities of  Europe, 
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The  Spaniards  advancing  farther,  found  a  ?fr*aa" 
very  delightful  Country,,  water'd  by  ^>lea-   *  " 
fant   Rivers,  and  diverfify'd  with  curious5 
Gardens  and  well  cultivated  Fields-,  but  the 
People  of  it  were  very  lavage,  and  would 
entertain  noCommerce  with  Strangers.  Alphonfo 
Nino  well  fatisfy'd  with  the  Gold  and  Pearls 
he  had  got  together,  refolv'd  to  return  home 
the  fame  Way  he  came. 

Running  along  the  Coa'ft  of  the  Province  Vrifonen 
of  Pearls   call'd  Curiana,  and  failing  up  to™^'*  ' 
the  Boca  del  Drago%  or  Dragons  Mouth,  be-^ais.  " 
fore  mention'd,  he  met  With  twenty  Canoes 
full  of  Canibals^  who  were  hunting  about  fof 
$Ien  to  devour.    They  attacked  the  Ship  with 
fuch  Fury,  as  was  more  like  Madnefs,  and 
befetting  it  on  all  Sides,  began  to  ply  their 
Bows  and  Arrows  ^  but  were  quite  aftoniuYd 
when  they  heard  the  Canon  the  Spaniards 
fir'd,  and  immediatly  betook  themfelves  to. 
flight,  without  expecting  to  fee  what  would 
follow.    Our  Men  purfu'd  them  with  their 
Boat,  and  took  a  Canoe   that  was  full  of 
thofe  Canibats^  many  of  whom  caft  them- 
felves into  the  Water  and  fwam  afhore. 
Only  one  was  left  in  the  Canoe,  who  guard- 
ed three  Men  that  were  faft  bound,  in  Or- 
der to  be  eaten,  when  they  mould  have 
Occafion.    The  Prifoners  were  let  lofe  and 
the  Canibal  deliver'd  up  to  them,  bound 
Hands  and  Feet,  with  full  Power  to  do 
by  him  what  they  thought  fit,  to  revenge 
themfelves.   They  kick'd  and  beat  him  fo 
long  with  their  Fifts  and  Cudgels,  that 
they  left  him  for  Dead,  fo  much  were  they 
incens'd  for  the  Lofs  of  their  Companions', 
Whom  the  CambaU  had  devour'd  and  kept 
them  to  be  put  to  the  fame  Ufe  the  next  . 
Day,  fhtffe 
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Thefe  Prifoners  inform'd  the  Spaniards 
that  the  CanibaU  infefted  the  whole  Ifland 
to  rob  and  murder  all  they  met.  That  ia 
theNight-time  they  palifado  themfelves  about, 
for  their  greater  Security,  and  makeExcur- 
iions  from  thence,  fpreading  abroad  on  all. 
Sides  to  plunder.  In  the  Province  of  Curi- 
ana  they  faw  the  Head  of  one  of  the  prin- 
#ipal  CanibaU,  made  faft  to  a  Door,  in  To- 
ken of  a  Victory  obtain'd  over  them. 
Salt  made,  in  the  Province  of  Haraia  the're  was  found 
a  great  Quantity  of  Salt,  which  is  made  af- 
ter this  Manner.  When  the  Wind  blows 
violently  from  the  Sea,  the  Sea  Water  is 
let  into  a  large  Plain,  and  when  the  Wind 
falls,  the  Sun  changes  that  Water  into  a  ve- 
ry white  Salt,  and  in  fuch  Abundance,  that 
many  Ships  might  be  loaded  with  it  *,  but 
if  it  happens  to  rain,  that  Salt  prefently  turns 
again  into  Water.  The  Neighbouring  Na- 
tions come  thither  to  exchange  other  Com- 
j^^.modities  for  that  Salt.  When  any  Man  of 
diss  pre-  Note  dies,  they  lay  the  Body  on  a  large 
ftro'd.  Gridiron,  to  draw  out  all  the  Moifture  of  the 
Flefh  with  a  gentle  Fire,  fo  that  fcarce  any 
thing  remains  but  the  Skin  and  Bones,  which 
they  preferve  out  of  Refped  to  him. 

On  the  j  3  th  of  February ,  Alphonfo  Nino  re- 
turn'd  towards  Spain  with  fourfcore  and  fixteen 
Pounds  Weight  of  Pearls,  which  he  had  in 
Exchange  for  things  ot  a  very  inconfiderable 
Value,  and  arriv'd  fixty  Days  after  in  the 
the  Kingdom  of  Galicia.  He  was  accus'd  of 
concealing  the  molt  Part  of  the  Treafure  that 
belong'd  to  the  King^  for  which  Reafon 
Ferdinand  de  lrega,  Governour  of  Galicia  had 
Orders  to  fecure  him  ,  but  he  clear'd  hira- 
felf  and  was  difcharg'd. 

CHAP. 


ejf  V  o  y  a  g  e  s  and  Travel  S 


CHAP.  IX. 

Fbj^w  of  Pinzon  and  Arias,  to 
Nephew,  who  faiPd  towards  the  Antar- 
tick  Pole,  where  they  Caw  very  (trange 
Nations.  7      ■       J  1 


MUCH  about  the  fame  Time  Fin- 
z~on  and  Arias,  his  Nephew,  who  had 
been  both  with  Chriftofher  Columbus  in  his-firft 
Voyage,  fitted  out  four  Ships  at  their  own 
proper  Coft  and  Charges,  and  fail'd  from 
Che  Port  of  Ww  de  Moguer,  in  Andalusia, 
On  the  1 8th  of  November in  the  Year  1499,  Kww* 
jpon  the  Delign  of  difcovering  new  Lands.  bTe?ondtbc 
They  arriv'd  m  a  few  Days  at  the  Cm*? 
nes,  and  thence  at  the  Wands  of  Cabo  Verde. 
rhen  having  fail'd  three  hundred  Leagues 
farther  they  loft  the  North  Pole,  and  were 
on  a  fuddain  afTaulted  by  moft  furious  Storms 
and  raging  Winds,  and  almoft  in  inevitable 
Danger  of  Perifhing.  But  holding  on  the 
lame  Courfe,  they  at  length  difcover'd  the 
South  Pole.  The  Stars  appear'd  to  them 
tar  different  from  thofe  of  our  Hemifphere  1 
but  a  very  thick  Fog  hindred  their  making 
any  exact  Obfervation  of  them,  yet  after- 
wards the  Fog  clearing  up  thofe  Stars  feem'd 
to  be  extraordinary  bright,  and  bigger  than 
ours.  On  the  20th  of  January  they  difco- 
ver'd the  Land  at  a  Diftaace,  and  cafting 
the  Lead,  found  fixteen  FadonTWatcr.  They 
made  up  to  the  Shore  and  run  along  it 
two  Days,  without  meeting  any  Man,  tho* 
they  faw  the  Prints' of  Mens  Feet.  They 
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cut  their  own  and  the  Catholick  King's  Name 
4  fierce  on  the  Barks  of  the  Trees.  In  the  Night  they 
muon.  faw  feverai  Lights,  and  an  AfTembly  of  abun- 
dance of  Men,  which  they  fuppos'd  to  be 
an  Army  drawn  into  the  Field.  The  Com- 
mander fent  twenty  Men  well  arm'd  to  take 
a  View  of  them,  with  Orders,  not  to  make 
any  Noife.  Thefe  faw  a  vaft  Multitude  of 
Men,  but  thought  not  fit  to  go  up  to  them, 
for  fear  they  mould  be  fcar'd  away,  chofing 
rather  to  wait  till  the  next  Day.  As  foon 
as  the  Sun  appear'd  forty  *Men  were  fent 
out  towards  them,  and  the  Indians  feeing 
them,  detafch'd  thirty  of  their  Number  to 
meet  them,  arm'd  with  their  Bows  and  Ar- 
rows. Thefe  thirty  were  follow'd  by  a  great- 
er Number  of  Men,  of  a  larger  Size  than 
ordinary,  with'  fierce  Afpefts,  and  threatning 
all  the  Way  they  went.  The  Spaniards  made 
all  manner  of  Geftures  to  pacify  and  per- 
fwade  them  that  they  were  their  Friends  -1 
but  the  Indians  favagely  haughty,  would  ne- 
ver fiiffer  them  to  come  near  i  fo  that  the 
Spaniards  were  forc'd  to  go  back  to  their 
Ships,  without  being  able  to  prevail,  with 
a  full  Refolution  to  attack  and  try  their 
Courage  the  next  Day  but  as  foon  as  it 
was  Night,  the  Indians  retir'd.  The  £fM- 
ards  concluded  that  this  was  a  Wandering 
Nation,  like  the  Tartars,  who  have  no  fet- 
led  Place  of  Abode,  but  encamp,  one  Day 
in  pne  Place,  and  the  next  in  another,  with 
their  Wives  and  Children,  living  upon  what 
they  can  get  by  Hunting. 
7hey  norjt  It  was  agreed  ro  follow  them  by  the  Track, 
the  spa-  an(i  feeing  the  Prints  of  their  Feet  on  the 
mArAi'  Sand,  they  meafur'd  them,  and  found  they 
vVere  twice  as  big  as  the  Feet  of  other  or-y 
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dinary  Men.  The  Spaniards  found  a  River 
Which  had  not  Water  enough  to  bear  the 
Ships,  and  therefore  they  put  feveral  arm'd 
Men  into  four  Boats,  to  difcover  higher  a* 
long  it.  Thefe  law  a  great  Number  of  Men 
on  a  little  Hill,  at  a  fmall  Diftance  from 
the  Bank  of  the  River,  who  by  the  Signs 
they  made,  feem'd  to  exprefs  a  great  Delire 
of  converfmg  with  them.  The  Spaniards  durft 
not  truft  them,  and  therefore  put  only  one 
Man  Aftiore,  who  threw  them  a  Whittle, 
and  they  in  Return,  threw  a  large  Piece  of 
Gold,  but  the  Spaniard  going  to  take  it  up, 
found  himfelf  on  a  Suddain  befet  by  a  Mul- 
titude of  Indians  •  he  defended  himfelf 
with  his  Sword,  and  gain'd  Time,  till  thofe 
in  the  Boat  could  come  to  his  Affiftance. 
The  Engagement  was  (harp,  eight  Spaniards 
remain'd  dead  upon  the  Spot,  and  the  reft 
had  enough  to  do  to  retire  and  get  back 
into  their  Boats.  Their  Spears  and  Swords 
could  not  defend  them  againft  the  Strokes  of 
the  Indians,  of  whom  neverthelefs  a  con- 
fiderable  Number  was  kiil'd.  All  that 
Slaughter  made  them  not  to  flacken  the  leaft, 
or  abate  any  thing  of  their  Courage,  but 
they  purfu'd  the  Spaniards  down  to  their  very 
Boats,  took  one  of  them  and  kiil'd  the  Pilot; 
The  reft  of  the  Men  had  enough  to  do  to 
fave  themfelves  in  the  other  three  Boats, 
Tinzjon  difcourag'd  by  this  Misfortune, 
thought  fit  to  leave  that  Coaft. 

Having  fail'd  forty  Leagues  farther,  they 
came  into  a  Sea  of  freih  Water,  which  fwell'd 
with  the  Acceffion  of  feveral  great  Rivers 
that  fell  from  the  Mountains  with  wonder- 
ful Force  and  Impetuoufnefs.  At  the  Mouth 
of  this  Gulph  there  were  feveral  luands 
H  inha- 
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CHAP.  X. 


Admiral  Columbus  returns  into  the  New 
World,  by  the  Catholic k  Kjngs-  Order  ; 
where  he  difcevers  feveral  Countries^ 
abounding  in  all  Things  necejjary  for  the 
Support  of  Humane  Life. 


Ciumhm  having  fpent  two  Years  in  Sp#ft  A  great 
fitted  oat  four  Ships  by  the  Catholick^1*- 
King's  Order,  and  on  the  Ninth  of  May, 
in  the  Year  1502  fail'o!  from  Spain,  with 
his  Brother  and  two  hundred  and  feventy 
Men.  He  arriv'd  in  nineteen  Days  at  the 
Iflands  of  the  Canibals,  and  in  feven  more 
at  that  of  Hifpaniola  fo  that,  according  to 
bis  Computation  he  ran  twelve  hundred 
Leagues  in  fix  and  twenty  Days.  He  de- 
parted thence  in  a  few  Days,  and  leaving 
Jamaica  and  Cuba  on  his  Right-hand,  came 
to  an  Ifland  call'd  Guanajfa.  Coafting  along  Guana fla 
the  Shore  of  it,  they  difcover'd  two  very^jW. 
large  Canoes,  tow'd  by  Indians  with  Cotton 
Ropes.  The  Cacique  or  Lord  of  the  Coan- 
try,  with  his  Wife  and  Children,  all  naked 
were  in  thofe  Canoes,  Thofe  who  tow'd 
them,  made  Signs  to  the  Spaniards,  in  a 
very  haughty  and  fierce  manner,  to  get  out 
of  the  Way  for  them  to  pafs,  believing  they 
oueht  to;  have  the  fame  Refped  for  their 
6  H  %  Ma- 
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Matter,  that  they  bore  him  themfelves.  Some 
Men  were  put  Afhore,  who  took   the  two 
Canoes  and   all  that  were  in  them.  The 
Spaniards  were  given  to  underftand  by  means 
of  an  Interpreter,  that   the  owner  of  the 
Canoes  was  a  rich  Merchant,  who  came 
from  trading  with  the  Neighbouring  Na- 
tions, whence  he  brought  Razors  and  Knifes 
made  of  a  Sort  of  tranfparent  Stone,  and 
put  into  Hafts  of  a  very  hard  Sort  of 
Wood.    He  had  befides  Abundance  of  other 
neceffary  Utenfils    belonging  to  a  Houfe, 
fome  Veflels  of  Earthen    Ware,  curioufly 
made,    others  of  the  aforefaid  tranfparent 
Stone  \  Cotton  Cloths  of  all  Sorts  of  Co- 
lours }  and  feveral  Rarities  of  Parrots  Fea- 
thers put  together,  with  wonderful  Work- 
manfhip.    The  Admiral   causM  him  to  be 
difmifs'd  and  reftor'd  him  all  his  Goods, 
whereof  the  Indian  very  freely  ofFer'd  him 
part,  informing  him  as  to  all  Things  rela- 
ting to  that  Coaft. 
Defcrip-     Sailing  ten  Leagues  farther   they  difco- 
tion  of  ver'd  a  plentiful  Country,  ot  a  vaft  extent, 
Cniapa.  wnjch  the  Natives  call'd  Quiriquitana,  ^nd 
Columbus  nam'd  Cbiapa.    There  he  caus'd  fe- 
veral Huts  to  be  erefted,  made  of  the  Boughs 
ot  Trees,  in  one  of  which   he  had  Mafs 
laid,  to  return  Thanks  to  God  for  that 
Difcovery.    Soon  after  a  mighty  Number 
of  Indians  came  to  the  Place  all  naked,  ex- 
cepting only  lome  Parts  of  the  Body,  which 
they  cover'd  with  large  Leaves  of  Trees, 
They  drew  near  the  Europeans,  without  any 
manner  of  Fear  and  gaz'd  on  them  as  fome- 
thing  more  than  Men.    Some  of  them  brought 
feveral  forts  of  the  Country  Fruit,  and  others 
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Pitchers  of  Water  which  they  freely  offer'd, 
and   then  bowing  their  Heads  very  low, 
they   withdrew.    Columbus  feeing  tnem_  io 
Courteous,  us'd  all  poffible  Demonftrations 
of  Kindnefs  and  gave  them  little  Looking- 
GlalTes,  Strings  of  Glafs-Beads,  and  other 
Things  of  this  Nature,  which  pleas  d  thesn 
beft    All  this  Country  is  rich  and  fruit- 
ful: the  Air  is  plea  fa  nt  and  wholfome-,  there 
is  plenty  of  all  Things   neceflfary  for  the 
Support  of  human  Life  ;  the  Land  is  partly 
Plains  and  partly  Mountains,  all  ot  them 
cover'd  with  Trees,  Fruit  and  Flowers,  at 
the  fame  Time.    Several  Springs  and  Brooks 
cut  and  Water  the  Plains.    There  are  alfo 
Woods  of  Pine  and  Palm  Trees,  with  wild 
Vines,  growing  naturally  of  thcmfelv.es,  clofe 
under  the  Trees  and  loaded  with  Clufteis 
of  ripe  Grapes.    They  made  Swords  and 
Spears  of  the  Wood  of  a  certain  Species  ot 
Palm-Tree.    Cotton  grows  all  the  Country 
over,  without  the  leaft  Affiftance  from  In- 
duftrv.    It  produces  all  forts  of  Gram  and 
Roots  fit   to  make  Bread.    The  Woods 
are  full  of  Lions,  Tigers,  Deer,  Birds  of 
all  Colours  and  feveral  Sizes. \  Peacocks  of 
a  molt  delicious  tafte  are  fed  in  the  Houfes, 
as  Fowl  are  in  other  Parts,  for  their  com- 
mon  Ufe.     The  Natives  are  ol  a  large 
Size  and  well  fhap'd  ;  they  Painty  all  their 
Bodies  over  with  the  Juice  of  certain  Fruits, 
like  the  Apples  in  Europe,  which  they  plant 
in  their  Gardens  for  that  Purpofe.  borne 
paint  themfelves  all  over  red,  others  all 
Black  I  and  others  adorn  themfelves  drawing 
feveral  Flowers,  Rofes,  and  ftrange  Figures 
after  the  Moorifh  Fafhion.    The  Admiral 
H  3  ob" 
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obferving  that  the  Sea  fet  there  with  a  vi- 
olent Stream  to  the  Weflward,  did  not 
think  fit  to  proceed  any  farther  that  Way  j 
but  chofe  rather  to  turn  back  towards  the 
Coaft  of  Paria,  and  Boca  del  Vratro  or  the 
Dragons  Mouth,  before  fpoken^of,  from 
which  he  thought  he  was  not  very  far- 


CHAP.  XL 


Of  the  fever d  Rarities  Columbus  obfer- 
ved  in  his  Way,  and  of  the  Diffofition 
of  the  People  of  the  Country. 

HE  departed  from  Quiriquitana  on  the 
one  and  twentieth  of  Auguft,  and  ha- 
ving faii'd  thirty  Leagues,  came  "to  a  mighty 
River,  which  carries  its  frelh  Water  a  great 
Way  into  the  Sea,  before  it  mixes  with  the 
jafc.  They  advanc'd  but  feventy  Leagues 
m  forty  Days,  and' that  with  much  Difficul- 
ty, being  kept  back  by  the  ftrong  Current 
of  the  Water  }  fo  that  they  fo  me  times  found 
U*  the  Evening  that  they  had  rather  gone 
backward  then  advanc'd,  and  were  fain  fo 
lie  at  Anchor  all  Night,  for  Fear  of  running 
upon  the  Rocks.  In  the  Space  of  eight 
Leagues  they  found  three  feveral  Rivers  full 
ot  Fifh  and  Tortoifes,  and  the  Banks  all  co- 
ver'd  with  Canes  thicker  than  a  Man's 
I  high,  among  which  there  are  feveral  Sorts 
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of  Creatures,  as  Crocodiles,  and  others,  which 
lay  basking  in  the  Sun.    The  Air  of  thefe 
Countries  is  fo  wholefome  and  pleafant, 
that  none  of  all  the  Men  were  the  leaft  in- 
difpos'd,  during  the  whole  Voyage.  They 
there  faw  a  Wood  all  full  of  Mirabolan 
Trees.    About  two  hundred  of  the  Country 
People  came  out  to  meet  the  Spaniards,  ha- 
ving each  of  them  four  Javelings  in  his  Hand 
to  dart  ^  however  they  are  of  a  gentle  and 
peaceable  Difpofition  and  did  no  Body  any 
Harm,  but  refus'd  what  was  offer'd  to  be 
given  them,  fearing  there  might  be  fome 
Fraud  conceal'd  under  it,  and  thofe  who  took 
any  thing  left  it  upon  the  Shore,  being  na- 
turally more  inclin'd  to  give  than  to  receive. 
They  offer'd  the  Spaniards  two  moft  beau- 
tiful young  Maids,  giving  them  to  under- 
ftand  by  Signs,  that  they  might  carry  them 
away  whither  they  pleas'd.    The  Men  are 
ftark  naked,  and  fliave  their  Forheads,  but 
wear  their  Hair  long  behind  ;  the  Women 
bind  up  their  TrelTes  with  a  Cotton  Ribbon. 
The  Admiral  caus'd  the  two  Maidens  to  be 
handfomely  clad,  put  red  Caps  upon  their 
Heads  and  fent  them  back  to  their  Father  j 
but  they  left  the  Cloaths  and  Caps  on  the 
Shore.    Columbus    accepted    of   two  young 
Men,  to  make  Interpreters  of  them,  that  his 
Men  might  learn  the  Language  of  the  Coun- 
try, and  to  teach  them  the  Spani{h  Tongue, 
Columbus  obferv'd  that  there  is  very  little 
ebbing  and  flowing  on  that  Sea,  becaufe  he 
faw  the  Trees  grew  along  the  Edge  of  the 
Water,  as  they  do  on  the  Banks  of  Ri- 
vers  and  Brooks.    Several  of  thefe  Trees 
bow'd  down  their  Branches  to  the  Ground, 
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and  even  to  the  Bottom  of  the  Water,  much 
after  the  fame  Manner  as  the  Vines  do 
in  Europe.  In  this  Province  they  found  a 
fort  of  Creatures  like  our  Cats,  but  with 
a  longer  and  thicker  Tail,  on  which  they 
lay  all  their  Strefs  when  they  defign  to 
leap  down  from  a  higher  Place,  or  from  one 
Branch  or  Tree  to  another.  A  Spaniard 
with  an  Arrow  wounded  one  of  thefe  Crea- 
tures which  flew  down  from  the  Tree  with 
wonderful  Swiftnefs,  and  fell  upon  him  that 
had  hurt  him,  who  drawing  his  Sword  cut 
off  one  of  its  fore  Legs  and  took  it,  car- 
rying it  to  the  Ship  where  it  became  tame. 
One  Day  feveral  Spaniards,  who  were  in 
Want  of  Provifions,  going  into  the  Woods 
to  hunt  for  fome  wild  Creatures  to  feed  on 
took  a  wild  Boar  alive,  which  they  carry'd 
Aboard  their  Veflel.  As  foon  as  ever  the 
Cat  fpyd  the  Boar,  me  grew  enrag'd,  fell 
upon  it,  and  laying  Hold  of  it,  with  her 
Tail  and  the  fore  Leg  me  had  left,  kill'd 

S  Porto  .A^vanciflg  Either  fourteen  Leagues  along 
BcSa  Coaft,  they  difcovcred  about  three  hun- 

dred naked  Men,  who  fet  up  a  threatnine 
Cry,  when  they  faw  the  Europeans,  and 
fiHing  their  Mouths  with  Water  and  fuch 
rterbs  as  grew  along  the  Banks,  fpit  them 
out  again,  with  Indignation  againft  the 
Strangers,  giving  to  underftand  that  they 
would  have  no  Communication  with  them. 
Tneir  Bodies  were  all  over  painted  of 
ieveral  Colours,  but  not  their  Faces.  The 
Admiral  to  fcare  them,  order'd  fome  Can- 
non to  be  fir'd  without  Ball  ;  for  he  was  of 
Opin.on  that  the  Indians  were  to  be  gain'd 
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by  fair  Means.  The  Noife  of  the  great 
Guns  terrify'd  them,  they  all  fell  down  upon 
the  Ground  and  begg'd  Mercy ,  brought 
their  Commodities  to  the  Ship,  and  willing- 
ly exchang'd  their  Gold  Chains  and  Brace- 
lets, for  Strings  of  Glafs  Beads.  In  that 
Coaft  there  are  feveral  Rivers,  in  which 
they  find  Gold.  The  Natives  cover  them- 
felves  with  large  Leaves  of  Trees  to  keep 
off  the  Rain  and  the  Heat  of  the  Sun.  The 
Indians  call'd  the  Country  Vibba,  and  the 
Admiral  finding  a  commodious  Harbour, 
gave  it  the  Name  of  Porto  Betto^  as  it  is 
call'd  to  this  Day.  The  King  of  this 
Country  by  fpecial  Priviledge  had  all  his 
Body  painted  Black,  the  People  being  all 
red.  The  King  and  the  feven  principal 
Men,  wear  a  little  Plate  of  Gold  made  fa  ft 
to  their  Nofe  and  hanging  down  to  their 
Lips,  which  is  one  of  their  greateft  Orna- 
ments. The  Men  cover  their  Privities  with 
a  very  large  Oyfter-Shell,  the  Women  with 
a  Cottton  Ribbon.  They  have  a  certain 
Plant  in  their  Gardens  which  produces  a  deli- 
cate fort  of  Fruit,  more  pulpy  than  a  Peach, 
and  of  a  moft  exquifitive  Flavour.  On  the 
Banks  there  are  Crocodils  or  Alligators, 
which  fly  as  foon  as  Men  come  near  and 
as  they  go  fend  forth  a  Scent  far  excelling 
that  of  Musk. 
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CHAP.  XII. 


The  Admiral  returns  into  Spain,  to  give 
the  Kjng  an  Account  of  his  new  Difcove- 
riesy  and  dies. 


\Ohmbus  did  not  think  fit  to  proceed 


that  this  Country  abounded  in  Gold  more 
thaa  any  other,  for  they  found  it  mix'd  with 
the  Earth,  in  all  the  Ditches  and  about 
the  Roots  of  the  Trees.    He  refolv'd  to 
fettle  there,  but  was  lundred  by  the  Indi- 
ans.  A    great  Multitude  of  them  came 
down,  encompafiing  the  Spaniards,  who  had 
already  began  to   build  their  Huts,  with 
loud  Cries.    It  was  very  difficult  to  withftand 
the  firft  Attacks  of  the  Indians,  who  fought 
at  a  Diftance,  calling  their  Darts,  and  pour- 
ing fhowers  of  Arrows.    Then  they  drew 
near  with  their  wooden  Swords,  and  began 
to  lay  about  them  fo  furioufly,  that  all  the 
Cannon  from  the  Ships  had  no  Effect,  nor 
did  it  daunt  them  in  the  leaft,  they  being 
refolv'd  rather  to  die,  than  to  fee  their 
Country  pofTefs'd  by  Strangers.    They  v/ere 
willing  to  admit  of  them  as  Traders,  or 
PafTengers,  but  not  as  Inhabitants.  Tho' 
they  had  been  feveral  Times  beaten  and  re- 
puls'd,  they  ftill  return'd  and  renew'd  their 
AfTaults  with  the  fame  Intrepidity  \  fo  that 
as  the.  Europeans  made  their  utmolt  Efforts 
to  fortify  their  Habitation,  fo  the  Indians 


any  farther.    Being   fo  well  fatisfy'd 


came 


^/Voyages  and  Travels.  107 

came  on  ftill  with  greater  Force  to  drive 
them  away,  fighting  Day  and  Night  with- 
out any  Intermiffion.  The  Admiral  perceiving 
their  Obftinacy,  thought  fit  to  withdraw  to 
Jamaica,  the  fliorteft  Way.  He  fuffer'd  veryfc*^ 
much  in  his  Paflfage  thither,  and  arriv'd  at 
that  Ifland  in  a  very  bad  condition,  where 
he  was  oblig'd  to  continue  feveral  Months, 
becaufe  his  Ships  were  utterly  difabled  and 
he  wanted  Provifions. 

Being  at  length  come  to  Santo  Domingo, 
in  the  Ifland  Hiftaniola,  he  refrefh'd  himfelf 
there  for  a  few  Days,  and  then  went  aboard 
the  firft  Ship  that  fail'd,  in  Order  to  return  Jni  ^ 
into  Spain  and  acquaint  his  Catholick  Ma-t5Spain> 
jetty  with  the  Difcoveries  he  had  made 
along  the  Continent.  The  King  and  all  the 
Court  heard  his  Relation  with  much  Satis- 
faaion  and  Amazement  which  encourag'd 
many  to  attempt  the  like  Enterprizes.  The 
Admiral  withdrawing  into  Caftile,  to  take 
fbme  Reft  after  his  extraordinary  Fatigues, 
being  then  old  and  much  troubled  with  the 
Gout,  died  at  Valladolid  in  May,  of  the 
Year  1 505,  and  order'd  his  Body,  in  his  Dm. 
Will,  to  be  bury'd  at  Sevil.  He  was  with- 
out all  difpute,  a  moft  wonderful  Man,  and 
never  to  be  daunted  or  difcourag'd  hf  any 
Difficulties.  The  Difcovery  of  the  new 
World,  gain'd  him  immortal  Honour.  Had 
he  liv'd  among  the  Ancients,  they  would 
certainly  have  erected  Statues  in  Honour  of 
him,  as  they  did  to  Hercules  and  Bacchus^ 
Don  James  Columbus  his  Son,  was  his  Heir, 
whofe  Wealth  together  with  his  Father's 
Reputation  procur'd  him  to  Wife,  the  no- 
ble lady  Mary  of  Toledo^  Daughter  to  Don 
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Ferdwwd  de  Toledo^  Commendary  of  Leon% 
and  of  the  greateft  Quality  in  Spain. 
Notes  in  In  his  Papers  after  his  Death,  were  found 
bis  Papers  the  particulars  of  his  Jaft  Voyage,  and 
of  all  the  Coafts  he  had  Difcover'd.  He 
there  obferves  among  other  Things,  that  in 
thofe  Countries  they  enjoy  a  continual  Spring 
and  Autumn,  all  the  Year  about,  there  being 
always  Flowers  and  Fruit  that  the  Air  is 
extraordinary  Temperate  and  healthy  -7  that 
none  of  his  Company  ever  had  the  leaft 
Diftemper,  or  felt  exceflive  Cold  or  Heat , 
that  the  Natives  of  the  Country  are  very 
skilful  in  gathering  of  Gold  ;  that  they  per- 
fectly know  the  Place  where  there  is  molt 
of  it  to  be  found  -0  that  they  obfsrve  par- 
ticular Ceremouies  when  they  prepare  them- 
felves  to  gather  it,  never  daring  to  have 
to  do  with  their  Wives  during  all  the  Time 
they  are  about  it,  eating  and  drinking  very 
fparingly  and  abftaning  from  all  forts  of 
Pleafures  \  and  that  they  adore  the  Sun,  the 
only  worlhip  they  perform  to  him,  being  to 
bow  to  him  at  his  Rifing.  The  Mountains 
in  the  Province  of  Veragua  far  exceed  the 
Clouds  in  Height  5  and  the  Admiral,  who 
was  the  firft  that  ever  difcover'd  them,  was 
of  Opinion,  that  it  was  at  leaft  five  and 
twenty  Leagues  to  the  Top  of  them. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP.  XIII. 


The  Catholick  Kjng  Orders  the  Comman- 
ders Alonfode  Hojeda,  and  Diego  de 
Nicuefla  to  flant  Colonies  w  the  New 
World. 


TH  E  Court   of  Spain  refolv'd  to  pro-  Hojeda  at 
feciite  the  Enterprize  began  by  theCartba- 
Admiral  Chriftopher  Columbus,  who  had  often  &ena* 
faid  that  Veragua  and  Vraba,  were  the  pro- 
pereft  Places  for  fettling  Colonies  of  Chri- 
ftians.     Thefe    two  Places  are  in.  about 
nine  Degrees  of  North  Latitude.    Alonfo  de 
Usjeda  fitted  out  fome  Ships  and  put  to  Sea, 
with  about  three  hundred  Men.    After  fome 
Days   fail,   he  arriv'd  at   a  certain  Place 
on  the  Continent,  which  had   been  difco- 
ver'd  by  Columbm,  who  had  given  it  the 
Name   of  Carthagena.    This  Port   is  very 
fpacious  and  Land  lock'd  on  all  Sides,  like 
that  of  Carthagena^  in  Spain.    The  Men  and 
Women  there  are  beautiful  and  well'  ftiap'd. 
On  the  Trees  there  are  Apples  very  plea-  Poifovow 
fant  to  the  Eye,  but  poifonous,  in  fo  much  APPks* 
that  thofewhoeat  of  them  feel  their  Bowels, 
as  if  they  were  torn  to  Pieces,  much  after 
the  manner  as  if  the  Worms  gnaw'd  them} 
and  if  a  jVlan  happens  to  fleep  under  the 
Shade  of  thefe  Trees,  his  Head  fwells  to 
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a  prodigious  Bignefs,  and  he  almoft  lofes 
his  Sight.  Hojeda  entring  the  Port,  -aflaul- 
ted  the  Natives  by  Surprize,  and  made  a 
great  Slaughter  of  them,  becaufe  he  came 
upon  them  when  they  were  parted  and  all 
naked. 

Slighter     He  had  receiv'd  Orders  to  put  all  to  the 
ofckrifli.  Sword,    becaufe    they  would  never  fuffer 
the  Europeans,  who  had  difcover'd  that  Coun- 
try, to  make  any  Settlement  there.  Here 
they  found  fome  little  Gold,  beaten  out  in- 
to Plates,  which  the  Indians  wear   on  their 
Stomachs,  as  an  Ornament.    Hojeda  caus'd 
fome  Prifoners  to  conduct  him  to  a  Place, 
whither  the  Indians  living  about  the  Har- 
bour had  withdrawn  themfelves,  to  join  the 
other  Natives-,  who  being  all  arm'd  with 
Swords  made  of  very  hard  Wood,  and  poi- 
fon'd  Arrows,  the  Points  whereof  are  made 
of  Bone,    inftead  of  Iron,  fell  upon  the 
Chriftians  with   fiich  Resolution  and  Fury, 
and  dreadful  Shouts,  that  they  kill'd  above 
lixty  of  them  the  very  firft  Charge.  Ho- 
jeda  was  thus  oblig'd  to  retire  to  his  Ships 
with  the  reft  of  his  Forces,  which  were  in 
Defpair  for  the  Lofs  of  fo  many  of  their 
Companions. 

iftcuefla  About  the  fame  Time  the  Commander 
jihivis,  £>iego  de  Nicveffa  arriv'd  there,  bringing 
fix  hundred  and  fonrfcore  Men  in  live  Ships. 
They  held  a  Council  to  refolve  what  Mea- 
fures  they  fhould  take,  and  unanimoufly  a- 
greed  to  revenge  the  Death  of  their  Com- 
panions: and  accordingly  drawing  up  their 
Men  in  order  of  Battel,  march'd  all  the  Night 
without  making  any  Noife,  and  came  two 
•  Hours 
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Hours  before  Day  to  the  Village,  where  the 
firft  Battel  had  been  fought.  All  the  Houfes  ^M*'- 
were  made  of  Wood  and  cover'd  witSJ??* 
Leaves,  to  which  the  Spaniards  fet  Fire  on  * 
all  Sides,  fo  that  all  the  Inhabitants,  Men 
and  Women,  were  either  burnt  orr  put  to 
the  Sword,  except  fix  Children,  who  told 
them  that  the  Indians  had  drefs'd  the  Spa- 
niards flain  in  the  former  Ingagement*  to 
eat  them.  A  little  Gold  was  there  found, 
among  the  Afhes  of  the  Houfes  that  had 
been  burnt.  Having  fucceeded  in  this  Expe- 
dition, and  being  inform'd  that  there  was  a 
large  Indian  Town,  clofe  by  a  rich  Gold 
Mine,  the  Commander  Hojeda  refolv'd  to 
attack  it,  and  by  the  Way  took  two  C*- 
nibals  and  fix  Women  of  the  fame  Nation. 
The  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  having  re- 
ceiv'd  Intelligence  of  their  coming,  ftood 
upon  their  Guard  Day  and  Night  to  fight 
them,  if  they  were  attack'd.  In  fhort,  Hojeda  spaniard, 
was  repuls'd  the  firft  AiTault  he  made,  with  defeated, 
very  great  Lofs  of  Men,  becaufe  the  Indians 
defended  themfelves  with  poifon'd  Arrows. 
Hojeda  himfelf  was  fliot  through  the  Thigh 
with  one  of  thofe  Arrows,  which  for  a  long 
time  put  him  to  intolerable  Pain,  not  to 
mention  the  Want  he  endur'd,  for  all  the 
Country  was  againft  him.  Befides  his  Sol- 
diers mutiny'd  againft  him,  alledging  that  he 
ftarv'd  them,  and  refolv'd  to  go  away  upon 
two  Brigantines  into  Hifpaniola,  for  there 
were  but  fixty  left  of  three  hundred  that 
came  into  the  New  World, 


Ana^ 
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^Kncifo  Another  Parcel  of  Spaniards  under  the  Con- 
Ettr/ea.  ^"P-  °^  ^e  Batchelor  Encifo  imbark'd  in  a 
Brigantine,  to  find  out  fome  convenient 
Habitation.  The  Indians  of  that  Country, 
who  had  never  feen  a  VefTel  under  Sail, 
were  aftonifti'd  at  that  unufual  Sight,  but 
however  they  provided  to  hinder  the  Stran- 
gers from  landing.  They  were  about  five 
hundred  Men,  arm'd  with  Bows  and  Ar- 
rows, and  immediatly  fent  away  their 
Wives  and  Children,  that  they  might 
have  aothing  to  hinder  them  when  in- 
gag'd.  The  Chriftians,  whofe  Number  was 
but  fmall,  fell  to  their  Prayers,  and  made  'a 
Vow  to  our  Lady  of  Sevil  to  build  a  Town 
and  a  Church  of  her  Name,  and  to  fend  one 
of  their  Number  in  Pilgrimage  to  Spain,  if 
they  obtain'd  the  Vi&ory  \  befides  they  in- 
gag'd  to  one  another,  that  no  one  would 
turn  bis  Back  upon  the  Enemy.  Being 
thus  prepar'd,  they  ruftvd  on  furioufly  upon 
the  Indians,  who  gave  them  a  full  Volley  of 
their  Arrows,  which  yet  did  no  Execution,  the 
Spaniards  being  cover'd  with  Bucklers  of  a 
very  hard  Sort  of  Wood.  After  fome  Op- 
pofition,  they  all  fled  and  left  their  Town, 
to  the  Spaniards,  who  found  there  Bread  and 
other  Proviftons  to  ferve  them  a  Year,  be- 
fides feveral  valuable  Commodities,  as  Cot- 
ton Blankets,  on  which  the  Natives  lie, 
VeflTels  of  Wood,  and  Earthen  Ware,  Gold 
Chains  and  Plates.  This  Wealth  overjoy'd 
the  Chriftians,  who  purfuant  to  their  Vow, 
built  a  Church,  in  Honour  of  the  Blefled 
Virgia,  and  a  Town,  which  became  after- 
wards one  of  the  tamoufeft  in  the  new 
World. 

Lopt 
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Lope  de  Olano  having  found  out  a  rich  and 
fruitful  Vale,  with  the  Confent  of  the  reft 
of  his  Company  refolv'd  to  take  the  Veflels 
in  Pieces,  in  order  to  fettle  in  the  Indies^ 
and  never  more  think  of  Beturning  into  Spain.  • 
Accordingly  they  hegan  to  fow  Maiz.  or 
Indian  Wheat  and  other  Grain,  that  they 
might  have  fomething  to  fubfift  on  \  for  they 
had  till  then  fuffer'd  the  utmoft  Extremity 
of  Want,  having  for  the  laft  fixty  Days  fed 
only  upon  a  few  Herbs  and  Roots,  without 
finding  fo  much  as  good  Water  to  drink. 
Befides  that  they  were  often  hard  put  to  it 
by  the  Natives,  a  fierce  People,  with  whom 
they  could  not  obtain  the  leaft  Commerce, 
and  who  daily  kill'd  fome  of  them  with 
their  poifon'd  Arrows }  fo  that  of  fix  hun- 
red  that  imbark'd  in  Spain,  they  were  now 
reduc'd  to  fourfcore  and  five,  the  reft  being 
all  dead  for  Want,  or  elfe  kill'd  in  the  fmall 
Ingagements  they  had  with  the  Indians.  How- 
ever they  built,  the  beft  they  were  able  a  fmall  Nombre 
Fort,  which  they  call'd  Nombre  de  Dios,  or  the  de  Dios 
Name  of  God,  which  has  been  fince  one  of  the^r* 
richeft  and  moft  cojafiderable  Towns  in  the 
Weft  Indies. 


CHAR  XIV. 

The  Adventures  of  Captain  Roderick 
Cojmenar  and  the  Misfortunes  he  met 
with  in  his  Voyages, 

Roderick  Colmenar  fet  out  from  Hifpamo-™^* 
la,  on  the  Thirteenth  of  OBober,  in  the  Misfor- 
Year  1510,  carrying  fix  hundred  Men  along  tune. 

I  with 
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with  him.  He  directed  his  Courfe  towards 
the  Continent,  and  arriv'd  on  the  Coaft  of 
Paria  in  the  Month  of  November  }  where  he 

•  fent  a  Boat  afhore  to  take  in  Water.  Here 

*  they  obferv'd  a  Mountain  of  a  prodigious 
Height  and  cover'd  with  Snow,  tho'  it  is 
within  ten  Degrees  of  the  Equinoctial.  Com- 
ing afhore,  they  found  a  good  likely  Man, 
cloath'd  in  Cotton  Cloth,  attended  by  twen- 
ty others,  all  of  them  clad  like  him.  On 
his  Shoulders  hung  a  fhort  Cloak,  which  did 
not  reach  below  his  Middle,  and  under  this 
Cloak  was  a  Veil,  or  Robe  reaching  down 
to   the  Ground.    He  drew  near  the  Spa- 
niards^ and  feem'd  by  Signs  to  advife  them, 
not  to  take  of  that  Water,  becaufe  it  was 
not  good,  and  they  might  find  better  a  lit' 
tie  higher  ^  but  the  perfidious  Wretch  had 
kid  fix  hundred  of  his  Men,  arm'd  with 
Bows  and  Arrows  in  Ambufh,  who  fell  up- 
on the  Spaniards,  as  they  were  going  about 
to  fill  their  Velfels  with  Water,  and  fliot 
their  Arrows  fo  dexteroufly  at  them,  that 
they  wounded  fix  and  forty  in  the  Twink- 
ling of  an  Eye,  before  they  could  have  Time 
to  look  about,  or  put  themfelves  in  a  Po- 
fture  of  Defence,  then  they  feiz'd  the  Boat 
and  beat  it  to  Pieces.    Their  Arrows  being 
poifon'd,  all  the  Spaniards  dy'd  of  their 
Wounds,  but  one;  feven  others  hid  them- 
felves in  a  hollow  Tree,  but  the  Ship  failing 
that  Night,  after  this  Misfortune,  it  is  to 
be  fuppos'd,  they  were  all  deftroy'd  by  the 
Indians. 

Colmenar   arriving    at  Vraba  found  the 
Mijenes  Spaniards  there  in  the  moft  lamentable  Con- 
2ffiwVditfofl  i!1  the  World,  ftarving  with  Hunger,  I 
Uraba.    and  having  nothing  to  cover  their  Kaked- 

nefs, 
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nefs,  befides  that  they  were  at  Variance  a- 
mong  themfelves,  the  Batchelor  Encifo  and 
Vafco  Nunez,  difputing  about  the  Government. 
To  pacify  them  both   and  obviate  all  thofe 
Diforders,  it  was  refolv'd  to  go  feek  out 
the  Commander  Nkwjfa,  who  had  been  ap- 
pointed Chief  over  them.    They  found  that 
unfortunate  Captain  at  the  Foot  of  a  Moun- 
tain, where  he   was  labouring  to  build  a 
fmall  Fort.    He  had  brought  fix  hundred 
and  eigty  five  Men  into  the  new  World,  and 
had  now  but  fixty  of  them  left,  who  were 
ftarvingfor  Hunger,  and  fcarceableto  ftand 
sapon  their  Legs.  It  is  wonderful,  that  having 
been  at  the  Head  of  fuch  a  Body  of  Men, 
well  arm'd  and  provided  with  all  NeceflTanes 
for  undertaking  of  any  confiderable  Expe- 
dition  and  being  befides  in  a  very  rich  and 
fruitful  Country,  in  the  Midft  of  feveral 
good  Indian  Towns  \  yet  this  Commander 
chofe  rather  to  ftarve  for  Hunger  with  all 
his  Men,  than  to  attempt  any  bold  Under- 
taking. Thofe  who  mall  happen  to  read  the 
Expeditions  afterwards  made  into  that  fame 
Country,  with  much  fmaller  Numbers  of 
Men,  cannot  but  lay  all  this  Captain's  Mis- 
fortunes upon  his  own  Indifcretion  and  Want 
of  Capacity,  and  it  may  well  be  concluded 
that  he  wanted  both  Ingenuity  and  Cou- 
rage.    Colmenar  was  mov'd  to  Companion 
when  he  faw  the  miferable  Condition  thofe 
People  were  reduc'd  to,  and  embracing  Ni- 
cuejfa,   with  Tears  in  his  Eyes,  told  him, 
that  the  Spaniards  who  had  fettl'd  at  S™**  Dircori  A. 
Maria  del  Darien,  defir'd  him  for  their  ^o-  gxU^ 
vernour,  hoping  that  he  would  put  an  End 
to  their  Divifions  by  his  Authority.  When 
Nicvefa  had  a  little  fatisfy'd  the  Hunger 
I  2  that 
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that  tormented  him,  he  began  to  rail  bitted 

rVK  a  of  2W,  declaring 

that  he  defign'd  to  feize  upon  the  Gold  thev 
had,  which  no  way  belonged  to  them,  being 
no  other  than  the  Plunder  of  his  ColleguS 
**°jeda     The  Spaniards  being   inform'd  of 

obhgd  him  to  get  Aboard  a  Brigantine 
with  only  feventeen  Men,   ot  the  R 

bv  ht*  fTpiS  °Utrage  Was  «>ndeL'd 

by  all  Men  of  Reputation,  and  from  that 
lime  Ntcueffa :  was  never  more  heard  ofv 
but  it  was  behev'd  he  period  in  his  Paf- 
lage  to  HfimioU,  whither  he  was  going  to 
complain  of  the  lnfolence  of  Vafco  Nunez.. 

They  MenTA11  Collar's  Provifions  being  fpent,  his 

^C-Te^r  \und-he  Were  forc'd  t0  S°  ^to  the 
^toft-Ncighbouring  Country,  like  hungry  Wolves, 
to  feek  out   fomething  to  fubfift  on.  Vafco 
Nunez,  and  an  thc  Head  of  ■ 

hundred  and  fifty  Men,  march'd  towards 
the  Province  of  Coiba.  They  made  Appli- 
cation to  the  Cacique  Caret*  and  would  oblige 
him  with  mighty  Threats  to  find  them  Pro- 

V,f°nl'^Her^ldithem'  that  the  Chriftians 
who  had  pafs'd  thro'  his  Dominions  before 
them  had  taken  away  what  he  had,  and 
that  his  People  had  not  gather'd  in  the 
Harveft,  becaufe  the  Cacique  Poncha  made 
War  on  him.  The  Spaniards  never  regard- 
ing the  Reafons  alledg'd  by  the  Ca%iauU 
plunder  d  his  Village  h  took  him  Prifoner, 
with  his  Wives,  his  Children  and  all  his  Fa- 
mily, and  fent  them  away  to  Darien  A- 
mong  them  were  found  three  Spaniards,  very 
fat  and  itark  naked,  they  had  fledi  eighteen 
Months  before,  from  the  Commander  Nicuejp* 

and 
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and  had  taken  up  among  the  Indians^  who 
treated  them  very  courteoufly.  Vafco  re- 
turning to  Darien^  threw  the  Batchelor  Encifo 
into  Prifon  and  ieiz'd  all  his  Effects,  be- 
caufe  he  had  made  himfelf  a  Governour  in 
the  new  World,  without  any  Commifllon 
from  the  King  of  Spain }  but  the  Chief  Men 
in  Darkn  procur'd  his  Liberty  and  Leave 
for  him  to  go  away  in  a  Ship. 

To  put  fome  End  to  all  thefe  Diforders  Caciqu 
it  was  refolv'd  to  fend  a  Deputation  to  thePoncha 
Viceroy  of  the  Indies^  which  was  the  SonPJmier^ 
of  the  late  Chriftopker  Columbus  and  to  the 
Council  of  State  for  Inftru&ions  how  to  be- 
have themfelves  under  the  Misfortunes  they 
were  in.  In  the  mean  while  Vafco  Nunez,, 
who  could  not  endure  to  be  idle,  concer- 
ted his  Meafures  with  the  Cacique  Caret  a 
his  Prifoner,  for  making  War  on  the  Ca- 
cique Poncha,  his  Neighbour,  upon  Condition, 
that  being  reftor'd  to  his  Liberty,  he  mould 
joyn  with  the  Spaniards  and  furnifli  them 
with  Provifions.  The  Indians  in  thofe  Parts 
do  not  make  ufe  of  poifon'd  Arrows  in  Bat- 
tel, but  of  long  Swords,  made  of  a  hard 
fort  of  Wood,  and  of  Spears  with  very 
lharp  Points  of  Bone.  Being  thus  agreed 
they  March'd  to  attack  the  Cacique  Poncha, 
who  fled  upon  the  firft  approach  of  his  E- 
nemies,  and  they  plunder'd  his  Village,  where 
they  found  feverai  Jewels  and  Ornaments 
of  Gold,  wrought  after  the  Indian  Manner. 
They  took  no  more  of  the  Booty  than  they 
could  carry  away  upon  their  Backs,  having 
no  Carriages,  and  that  Cacique's  Village  be- 
ing above  fifty  Miles  from  Darien.  For 
this  Reafon  %hey  refolv'd,  from  that  Time 
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forward  not  to  make  War  on  any  Caciques 
but  thofe  who  were  near  the  Sea  or  Ri- 
vers, that  they  might  remove  their  Goods, 
and  other  Commodities  in  their  Boats  and 
A  friendly  Ships. 

Cacique.     They  agreed  to  begin  their  Conqueft  with 
the  Province  of  Comagre,  where  there  is  a 
delightful  Vale  about  fix  and  thirty  Miles 
in  length  and  all  encompafs'd  with  Moun- 
tains.   The  Cacique  hearing  of  the  Approach 
of  his  Enemies,  made  ufe  of  the  Mediati- 
on of  three  Spaniards,  who  had  been  found 
with  the  Cacique  Careta,  to  make  his  Peace 
for  him-,  fo  that  the  Chriftians  enter'd  his 
Country  in  friendly  manner.    He  came  to 
meet  them  with  fix  of  his  Sons,  handfome 
Men  and  all  Naked  ;  conduced  them  to  his 
Houfe  and  entertain'd  them  with  all  pof- 
iible  Dernonftration  of  perfect  Friendfliip. 
Before  this  Caciques  Houfe  was  a  handfome 
Square  of  an  hundred  and  fifty  Paces  every 
Way,  where  they  might  fit  in  the  fhade. 
They  went  thro'  a  Portico  an  hundred  and 
fifty  Paces  in  length  and  eighty  in  breadth, 
fupported  by  many  Pillers  or  Columns  of 
Wood,  very  well  wrought,  all  the  other 
Sides  of  the  Houfe  were  alfo  hemm'd  in  with 
Trees.    In  the  Midft  of  this  Portico  was 
a  great  Gate,  which  led  to  a  large  fquare 
Hall,  at  the  End  whereof  was  the  Cacique's 
Bedchamber,  within  this  there  were  two  o- 
ther  Rooms,  in  one  of  which  the  Cacique's 
Wives  lay }  the  other  was  full  of  dead  Bodies 
dry'd  up  and   ty'd  acrofs  to  Stakes  with 
Ropes  of  Cotton..    Oppofite  to  thefe  two 
Rooms  there  were  three  others,  full  of  Loaves 
and  Meat,  of  Wooden  and  Earthen  Veflels, 

of 
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of  the  Wine  they  make  in  that  Province, 
and  Fruit  of  all  Colours  and  a  moll  exquifite 
Taft.  The  Slaves  were  in  another  Apart- 
ment, with  thofe  Officers,  who  had  charge 
Df  all  thofe  Things,  which  were  for  the 
Support  of  Life.  The  Floors  were  curioufly 
wrought,  and  all  the  Structure  was  cover'd 
after  the  Manner  of  a  Pavillion  with  Herbs 
ind  Leaves  fo  clofe  lay'd  together,  that  no 
Rain  could  ever  pierce  it. 

The  Spaniards  ask'd  the  Cacique^  why  he  Bead  Bo- 
kept  fo  many  dry'd  Bodies,  who  anfwer'd,  ^  Pre~ 
rhat  they  were  the  Carkafes  of  all  th&ervim 
Caciques  his  Predeceffors,  and  then  fliow'd 
:hem  his  Father's,  which  he  preferv'd  with 
*reat  Refpeft.  Thefe  dead  Bodies  were 
:over'd  with  little  Cotton  Sheets,  wrought 
with  Gold.  The  eldeft  Son  of  the  Cacique 
)y  his  looks  feem'd  to  be  a  Perfon  of 
ingular  Judgment  and  Difcretion.  He  told 
lis  Father,  that  it  was  requifite  to  make 
rery  much  of  and  mow  all  Poffible  Kind- 
lefs  to  thofe  Nations,  who  only  live  by 
War  and  Rapine,  that  they  might  have 
10  pretence  of  doing  him  any  Harm,  as  they 
iad  done  to  his  Neighbours.  And  obferving 
:hat  they  minded  nothing  but  gathering  of 
3old,  he  added,  That  they  ought  to  give 
Ta[co  Nunez,  and  Colmenar  all  the  Gold  they 
iad,  with  fixty  Slaves  to  ferve  them.  The 
ife  of  Slaves  is  very  common  among  the 
Tndians  they  take"  them  forcibly  one  from 
mother  and  exchange  them  for  Commodities, 
aaving  no  Knowledge  of  any  Coin. 

When  the  Spaniards  had  got  together  all  cac;qu„ 
:he  Caciques  Gold,  they  laid   it  out  in  a  son  promt 
fpacious  Place,  to  divide  it  among  them,  frsmucb 
ifter  laying  afide  the  fifth  Pare  for  the  Gold. 

King 
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King  of  Spain.    This  Dividend  could  not  be 
made  without  much  contefting,  f0  that  at 
laft  they  came  to  Blows.    The  Caciques  Son 
•  growing  into  a  great  Paflion,  to  fee  them 
quarrel  among  themfelves,  threw  the  Scales 
and  the  Gold,  fome  one  Way  and  fome 
another,  faying,  What  a  Shame  it  is  for  you  to 
be   fo    imaged,    about    fuck    an  Inconsiderable 
Trifle,  if  you  are  fo  greedy  of  Gold  and  if  that 
is  the  Occafion  of  your  Difiurbing  the  Peace  of 
fo   many  Nations,  J  will  fliow  you  a  Country 
that  is  full  of  Gold  where  you  may  glut  your 
felves  ;   but  you    mufi   tngage  fome  powerful 
Caciques,  and  particularly  him  of  Tumanama 
whofe  Country  is  but  fix  Suns  from  hence;  fo 
the  Indians  call  Days  Journeys.    You  will  alfo 
find  Nations  of  the  Temper  of  the  Caribes  and 
Canibals,  who  eat  Men  and  live  without  Laws 
or   acknowledging  any   Sovereign.     Thefe  <rive 
Gold  for  Men  to  eat.    For  our  Tart,  we  make 
no   more  Account  of  Gold  than  of  Duft.  The 
Inhabitants  of  thofe  Coafts,  tho>  they  are  naked 
as  we  are,  yet   have  they  Ships,  which  fail  a) 
yours  do,  and  their  Diftes  and   Porren?ers  are 
of  Majjive  Gold   as  ours  are  of  Earth.  The 
young  Caciques  Words  made  fuch  an  Im- 
preflion    on  the  Minds    of  Colmenar  and 
rafco  Nunez.,  that  they  were  impatient  to 
be  gone  to  the  Place,  where  they  might  find 
luch  Plenty  of  Gold.     They  return'd  him 
thanks  for  his   Advice,  and  ask'd  feveral 
Quefhons  concerning    the  Meafures  they 
ought  to  take  to  fucceed  in  their  Defigns,  and 
to  fubdue  thofc  Nations. 


CHAP, 
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The  Cacique  Comogor  caufes  himfelf  to  be 
Baptized  with  all  his  Family.  Vafco  Nu- 
nez difcovers  many  Indian  Habitations^ 
where  he  finds  abundance  of  Gold-Plates 
and  Chains  of  great  Value. 

YOU  may  learn  the  Truth  of  all  this, ^Cacique 
continu'd  the  Cacique,  from  Perfons  wnQ£S*jK 
lave  made  this  Voyage  \  but  to  mow  you,  ad-  npt 
led  he,  that  I  deal  fincerely  by  you,  I  offer  my 
elf  to  accompany  you,  and  am  willing  you 
hould  kill  me  if  I  deceive  you  :  Til  put  my  felf 
it  the  head  of  my  Father's  Soldiers  to  alfift 
fou  and  drive  away  our  Enemies.  The  Chri- 
lians  encourag'd  by  thefe  Words  of  the  wile 
ion  of  the  Cacique  Comogor,  confented  to  all  he 
)roposM  to  them  ,  and  by  the  Alfiftance  of 
hree  Spaniards,  that  ferv'd  as  Interpreters,  per- 
waded  him  to  turn  Chriftian.  The  Father  ha- 
ring  agreed  to  it,  was  n a m'd  Charles,  and  all 
he  Family  follow'd  his  Example.  Vafco  Nunez. 
hen  went  aboard  a  Brigantine  and  fome  Ca- 
100s  with  a  Hundred  Men*,  they  found  in 
heir  PaiTage  feveral  Habitations  of  Indians , 
vhofe  Lord  was  nam'd  Aib*.  Thefe  Huts  were 
bll  of  Bows  and  Arrows,  and  fome  Plates  and 
Chains  of  Gold.  The  Chriftians  carried  away 
ill  they  found  and  put  them  into  their  Canoos, 
>ut  they  were  foon  attack'd  by  fo  furious  a 
rempell,  that  they  were  obiig'd  to  fling  all  into 
he  Sea,  and  divers  Barks  perilh'd  with  all  that 
i?ere  on  Board  them.. 

Whilft  rafco  Nunez,  was  thus  miferably  dealt  The  Spa- 
irith,  Colmenar  SaiFd  towards  the  Mouth  of  a  "iard/f  . 
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great  River:  He  there  found  an  Indian  Town 
with  700  Habitations,  but  the  Cacique  fled  at 
the  approach  of  the  Europeans  :  Afterwards 
changing  his  mind,  he  came  down  with  his  Men 

Wooden  aflc*  ^et  on  Enem*es  Wlt^  l°n§  Wooden 
.s&orrfMwiSwords  and  Lances }  for  his  Indians  did  not  un- 
Lances,  derftand  the  life  of  Bows  and  Arrows  They 
were  foon  routed,  and  the  Cacique  Abenamachei 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Spaniards  with  the 
chief  of  his  Men.  A  Spaniard  nam'd  Raya  was 
left  to  Guard  the  Country  of  this  Cacique  ;  but 
whether  he  wasprefs'd  by  Famine,  or  more  than 
ordinary  defirous  to  find  Gold,  he  fbon  quitted 
hisGhsrge.Whilfthe  wason  his  March,a  Neigh- 
bouring Cacique 5  one  Abraibat,  having  intelli- 
gence ot  it,  laid  an  Ambufti  for  him  of  feveral 
Indians  in  a  very  thick  Wood  :  On  the  Spaniards 
approach  they  fell  upon  them,  and  immediately 
kiird  Raya  with  two  of  his  Companions :  The 
others  defended  themU  Ives  by  help  of  the  Thick, 
nefs  of  the  Wood,  till  fuch  time  as  they  got  in- 
to the  Plain  where  the  Indians  durft  not  attack 
them,  by  which  means  they  efcaped  to  their 
Polls.  The  Indians  ftrip'd  the  three  Soldiers 
they  had  kill'd  and  took  their  Arms,  which  they 
made  a  Prefent  of  to  their  Cacique  ^  who  arming 
a  great  number  of  his  Men,  went  refolutely  to 
attack  the  Spaniards  in  their  Pofts.  We  jhallfee^ 
fa  id  he,  what  thefe  Men,  fo  greedy  of  Gold,  are9 
who  come  fo  far  to  difturb  our  Repofe.  As  good 
luck  would  have  it,  fome  other  Spaniards  who 
had  been  at  the  Caribbee  Iflands,  return'd  but 
the  Night  before  this  Attack  was  to  be  made. 
In  ftiort,  a  great  multitude  of  Indians  coming 
down  with  Bows  and  Lances,  fell  upon  the 
Chriftians  with  great  fury,  thinking  to  furprize 
them,  and  not  believing  they  were  near  the 
number  they  were   but  as  foon  as  they  found 
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their  miftake,  they  began  to  Retreat  with  as 
much  Precipitation  as  they  came  on :  The  Spa- 
niards entirely  routed  them ,  and  kill'd  and 
took  feveral  of  them,  except  the  Caciques  who 
made  their  efcapes.  The  Prifoners  were  fent  to 
Work  ia  the  Mines  of  Darien. 

The  Jndtans  enrag'd  at  this  ill  fuccefs,  re-  a  Confp- 
folv'd  to  revenge  themfelves  come  what  would  racy  de~ 
of  it,  but  their  Defigns  were  dete&ed  in  the  teae**M 
manner  following:  Among  the  Prifoners  that^a^rf" 
Vafco  Nunez,,  Governor  of  Darien,  had  taken, 
there  was  one,  a  Beautiful  young  Woman,  who 
became  paflionately  in  love  with  him  ;  flie  had 
a  Brother  who  had  liberty  to  come  and  fee  her 
as  often  as  he  pleas  cl,  and  who  one  day  fpoke  to 
her  as  follows :  My  dear  Sifter,  faid  he,  you  fee 
\he  Jnfolence  and  ill  Treatment  we  every  day  under* 
to  from  the'  Chriflians,  which  has  obliged  the  In- 
dians to  League  together  to  the  Number  of  S  or 
5ooOj  in  order  to  attack  them  at  an  appointed  day  : 
I  beg  of  you  to  avoid  that  Time,  and  to  come  to 
me,  that  you  may  not  be  involved  in  the  Common 
Magacre.  The  young  Indian,  fo  foon  as  ever 
her  Brother  was  departed,  ran  to  Vafco  Nunez.% 
and  gave  him  an  Account  of  all  (he  had  learnt 
concerning  the  Defign  the  Caciques  had  form'd 
to  deftroy  the  Chriftians.  Nunez,  underftand- 
ing  this  Confpiracy,  went  with  Sixty  of  his 
Men  well  Arm'd  to  take  a  view  of  the  Caciques, 
and  in  his  March,  meeting  with  an  Indian  with 
feveral  Domeftkks  and  divers  Women,  he  let 
upon  them  and  took  them  Prifoners.  On  the 
other  hand  Colmenar  went  likewife  out  upon 
Difcovery  with  Sixty  Men  whom  he  put  in 
Chaloops,  having  for  Guide  the  Brother  of  the 
beautiful  Indian  Woman  who  had  a  kindnefs 
for  Vafco  Nunez,:  He  Conduced  them  dire&ly 
to  Tichiri,  where  all  manner  of  Preparations 
K  2  were 
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were  making  for  the  deftrudion  of  the  Chru 
itians.  They  entred  the  Huts ,  where  they 
found  great  Quantities  of  White  and  Red 
Wines,  and  Bread  and  Provifions  of  all  forts, 
which  they  took.  They  feiz'd  likewife  upon 
him  whom  the  Indians  had  chofen  for  their  Ge- 
neral, and  having  ty'd  him  to  a  Tree,  toge- 
ther with  four  others  that  were  Heads  of  the 
Confpiracy,  they  (hot  them  to  death  with  Ar- 
rows, for  a  Terror  to  the  reft  :  This  Example 
had  that  efFed  on  the  Indians,  that  ever  after 
there  was  no  Infurre&ion  in  thefe  Provinces. 
The  Spaniards  ftay'd  fome  time  at  Tkhiri,  to 
confume  the  Viftuals  and  other  Provifions  they 
found  there. 


CHAP.  XVI. 

Juan  Quincedo  and  Colmenar  return  into 
Spain,  to  inform  the  KJng  of  their  Nerv 
Difeoveries,  and  to  Tranfport  Colonies 
into  the  New  World. 

Deputies  TIEing  return'd  to  Damn,  they  thought  it 
SDain°  advifable  to  fend  Deputies  into  Spain,  to 

p  *  inform  his  Catholick  Majefty  of  the  Affairs  of 
the  Indies,  and  to  demand  frem  Succours,  that 
they  might  penetrate  farther  towards  the  South. 
VafcQ  Nnnez.  would  willingly  have  undertaken 
this  EmbafTy  ;  but  his  Friends  advis'd  him  a- 
gainft  it,  for  fear  he  might  not  in  fuch  cafe, 
return  any  more  to  the  Indies.  They  pitch'd 
therefore  upon  J  nan  Quincedo  for  that  purpofe, 
who  was  a  Man  of  Authority,  and  his  Catholick 
Majelly's Treafurer  in  thofe parts;  ThisPerfon 
leaving  behind  him  a  Wife  and  Children  at 
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Darien,  they  did  not  doubt  but  he  would  re* 
turn,  and  for  his  Encouragement  they  gave  him 
Colmenar  for  a  Companion.  In  their  Voyage 
they  learnt  .that  a  certain  Scholar,  one  Ancifo, 
had  met  with,  near  the  Mand  of  C^,a  Cacique  Wonders 
who  was  turn'd  Chriftian,  and  who  receiy'd  him  ^  *  ^ 
very  kindly.  He  carried  him  to  a  Flace  where 
he  had  built  a  Chappel  in  Honour  of  the  Holy 
Virgin,  where  he  had  an  Altar,  before  which 
he  proftrated  himfelf  every  day,  repeating  fe- 
veral  times  the  Words  Ave  Maria,  which  were 
the  only  ones  he  retain'd.This  Cacique,  added  he, 
had  for  a  long  time  had  with  him  a  Spamjh  Sol- 
dier, by  whofe  afiiftance  he  had  brought  all  the 
Neighbouring  Caciques  to  reafon  :  This  Soldier 
wore  always  upon  his  Breaft  the  Image  of  the 
Holy  Virgin,  which  the  Cemi's  could  by  no 
means  refift.  Thefe  Cemi's  among  the  Indians  Indian 
are  Images  of  the  Gods  that  they  Worfhip,^". 
which  reprefent  Devils  with  Horns  and  other 
horrible  Shapes.  They  are  fometimes  obferv'd 
to  tremble  and  fall  at  the  approach  of  the  Image 
of  the  Blefled  Virgin,  to  which  the  Baptizd 
Indians  are  accUftom'd  to  offer  Gold  Plates  and 
Chains,  with  Baskets  of  Fruit  and  other  Edibles 
through  a  certain  kind  of  Devotion. 

One  day,  as  this  Cacique  was  about  to  give  A  Mini. 
Battel  to  his  Enemies,  it  was  agreed  on  both  eh,  and 
fides,  that  the  Images  of  our  Lady  and  the  ^/"r'?>t 
Cents  mould  be  expos'd  \  That  two  Indians 
mould  be  Bound,  on  this  Condition ,  That 
in  cafe  the  Cemi's  had  the  virtue  to  unloofe 
the  enchain'd  Indian  that  belong'd  to  them, 
then  the  other  fide  mould  fubmit  to  their  , 
Power  \  whereas  if  the  Image  of  the  Bleffed 
Virgin  perform'd  this  Miracle ,  her  Autho- 
rity was  to  be  acknowledge.    This  being 
thus  agreed  on,  both  Armies  retir'd  to  wait 
K  l  ths 
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the  Event :  Then  began  the  Baptiz'd  Cacique  to 
cry  out  with  great  Confidence,  Bleffed  iMary 
come  to  my  ifltflfyce  ;  whereat  a  Majeftkk  Wo- 
man clad  in  White  appear'd,  who  approaching 
the  enchain  d  Indian,  ft  ruck  him  with  a  Wand, 
•and  his  Chains  nnloofed.    The  oppoHte  Party 
feeing  this  were  arlonim'd  ,  yet  not  being  fully 
convinced,  they  demanded  he  mould  be  bound 
once  more,  which  being  accordingly  done,  the 
Miracle  was  repeated  with  all  itsCircumftances, 
in  the  prefence  of  an  infinite  Number  of  People 
who  were  able  to  give  Teftimony  of  the  Truth 
of  it.    The  Indians,  that  were  Enemies  to  the 
Cacique,  feeing  this,  made  Peace  with  him,  and 
demanded  to  be  Baptiz'd.    The  Scholar  Ancifo 
fent  them  two  Priefts  he  had  along  with  him, 
who  Baptiz'd  a  Hundred  and  Fourfcore  of  them 
in  one  Day:  Every  Indan  upon  his  receiving 
Baptifm,  gave  the  Prieft  that  Baptiz'd  him  a 
Fullet,  fome  Salted  Fifb,  and  fome  Loaves. 
A  new        Ghtincedo  and  Colmenar  being  arriv'd  in  Spain% 
Govtmor  gave  King  Charles  V.  an  Account  of  their  Depu- 
o/^«In-tation:  He  nam  d  Pedro  Avia  for  Governor  of 
dies<      the  Indies,  and  gave  him  1 200  Soldiers  to  fnp 
ply  thofe  that  were  dead.    The  Arch-bifoop  of 
Burgos,  to  whom  the  Spiritual  Demefns  of  the 
Indies  had  been  granted,  had  the  care  of  pre- 
paring the  Fleet,  which  departed  in  the  begin- 
ning of  the  year  15  4.    Great  numbers  of  Peo- 
ple came  from  all  Parts  to  go  on  Board  this 
Fleet,  and  thofe  not  only  Young  but  Old,  whofe 
Avarice  had  encliud  them  to  undertake  this 
Voyage,    It  was  fo  md  neccflary  to  forbid  any 
to  go,  butfuch  as  had  expr  els  Per  million  from 
Court,  which  was  granted  only  to  young 
ffiards,  in  confideration  of  the  Admiral  who  was 
Son  to  the  tieceas'd  Chriftop'her  Columbus. 
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Pedro  Avia  the  new  Governor  had  Married  a  Hu  Mis' 
young  Lady  of  great  Merit  and  Birth,  namd*'*™ 
Mella  Boadklia,  Daughter  to  the  Marquifs  ot 
UmoU.  Although  foe  had  been  brought  up  with 
all  the  Tendernefs  imaginable,  yet  when  flic 
faw  her  Husband  about  to  depart  for  the  Indus, 
neither  the  Perils  of  Death,  nor  any  other  Ex- 
tremity, could  hinder  her  from  accompanying 
him.   The  Fleet  was  no  fooner  got  to  Sea  from 
Sevil,  but  it  was  attacked  by  a  furious  Tempeit  ^ 
Two  Veflels  immediately  Foundred,  and  they 
were  forc'd  to  throw  overboard  great  par;  ot 
their  Merchandizes  and  Provifions,  to  fave  the 
reft.   They  return'd  to  the  Port  of  Sewl  from 
whence  they  came  :  The  King's  Officers  refitted 
them  with  all  diligence,  and  they  at  laft  fet  Sail 
again  with  a  favourable  Wind.   This  Fleet  was 
Commanded    bj  Giovanni  refiucio 
a  Perfon  well  skilVd  in  Sea- Affairs  which  he  had 
learnt  of '  Jmericm  refpueius  his  Uncle,  with 
whom  he  had  made  feveral  long  Vovages. 
This  Jmericm  VtfoucM  was  the  firft  who  Sailing 
towards  the  South,  by  order  of  the  King  of 
Portugal ,  difcover'd  vail  Countries  ,  having 
pafied  as  far  as  the  50th  Degree  of  Southern 
Latitude.  r 

Whilft  the  new  Governor  Avia  was  puriu-  Indians 
ing  his  Voyage,  one  Captain  Pwuw,  who  had 
accompanied  Columbus  in  divers  Enterprises, 
penetrated  a  great  River  of  frefli  Water,  where 
he  found  a  large  quantity  of  Pearls    B eing  Ujmks 
arriv'd  near  Cumana  and  M«naca?ariay  the  Lords  2 
and  Inhabitants  of  the  Country  went  into  Boats 
made  out  of  one  Piece  of  Wood ,  and  endea- 
vour'd  vainly  to  oppofe  his  Defcent  with  Ar- 
rows ;  But  when  they  heard  the  Thundering  of 
the  Ships  Artillery,  a  Sound  they  had  never 
heard  before,  they  were  fuddenly  fill  d  with 
K  4  Ter~ 
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Terror,  and  oblig'd  to  a  precipitate  Flight. 
Pe  ^fW^  putting  themfelves  into  their 
Boat,,  Kill  d  fome,  took  others  Prifoners,  but 
the  greatcft  part  efcap'd  by  Swimming.  The 
Lords  of  the  Country  feeing  this  Diforder  a- 
mong  their  Men,  and  fearing  lea  ft  the  Spaniards 
mould  burn  their  Habitations,  thought  proper 
to  fubmit  to  them,  and  humbly  beg'd  Peace 

neZlt  5?  °rdcI  t?J0^din  k>  the?  Iaid  UP°«  the  Shoar 
nero/u.  divers  Gold-Plate*  and  Chains,  with  Pots  full 

of  Incenfe  containing  about  2S00  Pounds,  and 
OddBirds.  a  great  Number  of  Birds  all  different  in  Co- 
lours  and  Figure  from  ours  of  Europe.  They 
ChtT'    ?ffcr'd  ]i.kewire  Cotton  Cloth  of  divers  Co- 
lours, with  Fringes  or  Strings,  from  whence 
hung  fmall  Plates  of  Gold :  The  fight  of  fo 
great  Riches  appeas'd  the  greedy  Spaniards,  and 
made  them  to  have  a  better  opinion  of  them 
The  Trees  of  this  Country  are  flU'd  as  full  with 
Parrots,    parrots,  as  ours  in  Em-ope  are  with  Sparrows 
and  .fuch  like  Birds.    This  is  a  very  agreeable 
light ;  fome  are  altogether  White,  others  Red, 
and  others  of  different  Colours  5  Some  again 
are  as  large  as  Capons,  while  others  are  no  big- 
ger than  Sparrows:  They  have  all  different 
Melodies  in  a  very  entertaining  manner.  The 
Habits.'    Men  are  covered  with  Cotton-Cloth  down  to 
their  Knees ;   the  Women  are  Habited  in  a 
more  flight  Stuff",  which  reaches  from  the  top  of 
the  Head  to  their  Feet. 
Indian^-  The  Inhabitants  of  thefeProvinces  change  their 
vernors.-   Governors  every  Year,  whom  they  Stile  in  their 
Language  ChUcom,  that  is,  the  moft  Honoura- 
ble ;  and  to  whom  they  pay  fuch  Obedience, 
that  they  Maffa.cre  without  Mercy  all  that  re- 
fufe  it.    Five  of  thefe  Chmconi  came  to  pay  a 
Vilit  to  the  Spaniards,  prefenting  them  with 
Fruits  and  Birds,  and  a  fmall  quantity  of  Gold, 

for 
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for  which  they  receiv'd  in  return,  Chrilral 
Drinking-cups  and  Glafs  Beads,  wherewith 
they  were  infinitely  delighted  ;  they  put  them 
about  their  Necks  with  great  Joy.  The 
Spaniards,  at  their  Departure,  took  fome  of 
thefe  Indians  on  board  them  to  teach  them 
Spamjh9  that  they  might,  for  the  future,  ferve 
them  as  Interpreters. 


CHAP.  XVII. 

Of  the  Differences  that  happened  between  the 
Caftilians  and  Portuguefes  concerning 
the  Navigation  of  the  New  World.  The 
two  Parties  chofe  Pope  Alexander  VI.  to 
determine  them. 

~YOhn  King  of  Portugal,  PredecefTor  to  Ema-  Diferen- 
J  nuels  that  then  reign'd,  had  caus'd  the  firft  ees  be- 
Difcoveries  to  be  made  in  the  Ocean;  wherefore  Q6*Vh*s 
thePmxguefes  thought  themfelves  priviledg'd  to  ^d?orm- 
forbid  the  Commerce  of  any  other  Nations  with  gUeres. 
thefe  Countries  newly  Difcover'd.    The  Cafti- 
lians on  the  other  Hand,  fa  id,  God  had  given 
the  PofTefHon  of  the  Earth  to  Mankind  indiffe- 
rently, and  that  confequently  Chriftians  might 
lawfully  eftablifh  themfelves  wherefoever  they 
pleas 'd,  difcover  new  Countries,  and  take  Pof- 
feflion  of  them.    After  long  Contefts,  both 
Parties  agreed  to  Hand  by  the  Deciiion  of  Pope 
jllexanderVX,  promifing  on  either  Side  tore- 
main  in  Peace,  till  fuch  time  as  that  Judgment 
was  pafs'd.    Queen  Ifabtlla  govern'd  the  King- 
dom of  Caftile  at  that  time,  in  conjunction  with 
her  Husband  Ferdinand  :  She  was  a  Princefs  of 

un« 
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uncommon  Virtues  and  confummate  Prudence, 
and  moreover  Cofen-German  to  John  King  of 
Jdiufted  VortH^al'    The  Pope,  to  decide  this  grand  Quar- 
hy  the     rel>  publim'd  a  Brief,  by  which  he  divided  the 
Fofe.      World  into  two  Halves,  that  is  to  fay,  drew  a 
Line  from  North  to  South,  palling  over  the 
lflands  of  Cape  Verde,  fo  call'd  from  a  Promon- 
tory of  Africa  of  that  Name,  and  from  thence 
proceeding,  during  the  Space  of  350  Leagues 
Weft  ward,  penetrated  the  Terra  Firma  of  the 
Weft  Indies,  a  little  diftant  from  the  River  Ma* 
ragnon,  where  the  Boundary  of  the  Cajlilians  and 
Tonuguefes  was  to  be,  that  is  to  fay,  that  the 
Tonugnsfes  mould  have  for  their  Share,  all  that 
was  cbmprisM  within  the  Space  of  180  Degrees 
oi  Longunre,  advancing  towards  the  Eaft,  and 
the  Cajlilians  as  many  Degrees  of  Longitude  to- 
wards the  Weft.  Now  becaufe  the  Cape  of  St.  An- 
gujline  on  the  Terra  Firma,was  within  the  Limits 
of  the  Tonuguefes,  VincenTjan  durft  not  go  above 
Seven  Degrees  beyond  it  ^  but  return'd  into 
Spain,  to  beg  of  the  King  the  Government  of 
the  Ifland  of  St.  John,  which  was  inhabited  by 
Chriftians,  altho'  it  was  not  far  diftant  from  the 
lflands  of  the  Caribbees. 
Mdjfacres     This  Ifland  was  govern'd  by  a  Son  of  the 
in  the  J-  Count  of  Carmogna,  a  Man  of  Wit  and  Courage. 
JlandofSt.  He  chofe  a  commodious  and  fpacious  Port  where 
•»ohn*      he  might  fettle  a  Colony,  and  build  a  Fortrefs. 
The  Canibals  of  the  adjacent  lflands  fearing  the 
Neighbourhood  of  the  Europeans,  arm'd  them- 
felves  with  Bows  and  Arrows,  and  coming  in 
Canoos  unexpected,  pour'd  upon  the  Chriftians 
with  that  Fury,  that  they  Mahacred  almoft  e- 
very  one  of  them,  together  with  the  Governor. 
Having  fo  done,  they  loaded  their  Boats  with 
dead  Bodies,  andreturn'd  back  over joy'd  at  the 
Booty  they  had  got,  as  being  fufficient  Food  to 
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fubfift  them  for  a  long  time.   The  Bifliop  only 
and  his  Domefticks  had  the  good  Fortune  to  es- 
cape ;  for  getting  into  the  Woods,  they  were 
not  perceived  by  the  Canibals,   The  Pope  had 
already  fent  five  Bifhops  to  the  New  World  ;  Fjve  Bim 
thefe  were,  aFryarof  the  Order  of  St.  Francis,  jj}ops  fen$ 
to  San  Domingo  of  New  Spain  \  a  Doctor,  nam'd  to  the  In- 
Pedro  Suarez.,  to  the  Fort  of  the  Conception  j  a  dies. 
Monk  of  Toledo,  of  the  Order  of  St.  Dominick, 
to  Cuba  •  a  Preacher  of  the  Order  of  St.  Francis, 
one  Juan  Cabedo,  to  Darien  \  and  laftly  the 
Licentiate,  Alfonfo  Manfo,  to  Fort  St.  John. 
This  laft  Perfon  having  efcap'd  the  Fury  of  the 
Canibals,  retir'd  to  a  Cacique  of  the  Country, 
who  was  a  Friend  to  the  Chriftians,  and  who 
accordingly  conducted  him  and  his  Attendants 
to  Hifpaniola.    Some  few  Months  after,  the 
Canibals  came  and  invaded  the  Country  of  this 
Cacicjue^  taking  him  and  MaiTacring  him,  toge- 
ther with  all  his  Subje&s and,  without  depart- 
ing from  the  Place,  roafted  and  eat  the  dead 
Bodies.    Before  they  retir'd  they  fet  Fire  to 
his  Habitation,  which  was  foon  reduc'd  to  Alhes. 
The  lieafon  they  gave  afterwards  for  this  Cruel 
Proceeding,  was, that  Cacique's  having  murder'd 
Seven  of  their  Companions,  whom  they  fent 
into  this  Ifland  to  make  Canoos,  the  Trees  being 
longer  and  ftraiter  there  than  elfew here  there- 
abouts.   They  carry'd  away  the  very  Bones  of 
this  unhappy  Gqvernour  whom  they  had  thus 
kill'd  and  eaten,  that  they  might  mew  them  to 
the  Wives  and  Children  of  their  deceas'd  Seven 
Companions,  comforting  them  by  this  Barbarous 
Spedacle,  and  the  Revenge  they  had  taken  on 
their  Enemies. 

Admiral  Cbriftopber  Columbm,  before  he  dy'd,  ^u?saf 
advis'd  his  Catholick  Majefty  to  plant  the prin-  d'OroLi 
cipal  of  his  Colonies,  in  the  Provinces  of  Bera-  #ew  An- 

gna  dalufta. 
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gua  and  Vraba,  becaufe  there  were  to  be  found 
the  greateft  number  of,  and  the  moft  commodi- 
ous Ports  i  Beragua  was  afterwards  nara'd  Cajti- 
lia  d3  Oro  ;  and  Vraba,  New  Andalupa.  Houfes 
and  a  Church  were  built  there  *  and  a  Bifliop 
wasfent  thither,  to  inftrud  the  Indians  in  the 
Catholick  Faith.    Grains  of  all  forts  were 
brought  to  Sow  the  Land,  as  likewife  to  pro- 
duce good  Fruits,  of  which,  in  a  fliort  time, 
there  was  great  abundance  ;  for  Cucumbers, 
Melons,  and  Pumpions  grow  and  become  ripe 
there  in  Twenty  Days  ;   Lettue,  Sorrel,  and 
other  Herbs,  will  be  ready  to  gather  in  Ten. 
Fruits,    The  Fruits  of  the  Country  are  excellent,  and 
among  the  reft,  thofe  of  a  Tree  which  the  In- 
dians  call  Guaianaba,  which  produces  Apples 
fomething  like  ours  of  Europe,  but  more  incli- 
nable to  the  Shape  of  a  Citron  ;  another  Tree 
calYdGuarabana,  bears  a  fort  of  Fruit  like  Me. 
Ions    but  of  fo  exquifite  a  Tafte,  that  none  of 
our  Fruits  of  Europe  can  come  near  it.    This  is 
what  the  King  of  Spain  faid  of  them,  when  one 
of  them  wasprefented  to  him,  which  had  been 
carefully  kept  during   the  Voyage    All  the 
Woods  are  full  of  thofe  Plums  which  the  Phifi- 
Miraio-  dans  cal1  Mirabolans ,   which   are  dry'd  to 
tam'       make    \£k  of   upon  Medicinal  Occafions  : 
Hogs.     Hogs,  by  eating  of  this  Fruit  in  the  Woods,  be- 
come exceeding  Fat    their  Flefh  is  firmer,  and 
of  a  more  exquifite  Relifh  than  ours. 
WiidBedfis  TheNumber  of  Animals  equals  that  of  theFruitss 
md  Mon-  There  are  to  be  found  in  the  Wood  sLions,Tigers, 
ftrous  Jni-  Lynxes,  Foxes,  Stags,  and  monftrous  Animals;  a- 
nms-       mong  the  reft,  there's  one  of  thefe  laft  as  large  as 
an  Ox  or  a  Mule,  but  fomewhat  inclin'd  to  the 
Shapeof  an  Elephant;  he  has  longWhiskers^oofs 
like  a  Horfe,  and  hanging  Ears  like  an  Elephant, 
but  ftiorter.  Many  Rivers  empty  themfclves  into 

the 
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the  Gulph  of  z;™^,  whereof  one  is  exceeding 
deep,  and  above  four  Miles  broad,  theS^«*r^ 
term  it  Rio  Grande,  or  the  Great  Fiver  :  Great  Rio Grai* 
Numbers  of  Pheafants  and  Peacocks  are  to  be  de* 
found  on  its  Shores,  but  of  Colours  very  dine-  Fowis  an(i 
rent  from  ours.   There  are  many  other  Sorts  of  Birds. 
Birds,  whofe  Melody  is  charming,  and  Taft  ex- 
cellent.  The  Quantity  of  Parrots  of  all  Sorts 
and  Sizes  is  infinite  :  But  the  Spaniards  who  go  to 
the  Indies,  apply  themfelves  to  fomething  better 
than  Bird-catching. 

Vafco  Nunez,  underftanding  that  the  Inhabi-  VafcoNu- 
tants  of  the  Southern  Sea  coafts,  heap'd  up  year-nez'j£*- 
ly  abundance  of  Gold,  he  thought  of  nothingMj™ 
more  than  vifiting  thofe  rich  Countries :  He  J^™ 
was  a  Perfon  of  great  Courage,  and  had  been 
in  War  during  the  whole  Courfe  of  his  Govern- 
ment j  he  had  likewife  often  expos'd  himfelf  in 
Duels  for  Honour's. fake,  and  had  always  come 
off  Victorious  •,  btrc  now  his  Heat  of  Youth  be- 
ing  fomewhat  abated  by  Age,  he  became  more 
Prudent,  and  fought  to  make  his  Fortune  :  His 
Generality,  his  great  Anions,  and  his  no  lefs 
extraordinary  Bravery,  had  procur'd  him  the 
Government  of  Danen.    Having  underftood 
that  his  Catholick  Majefly,  to  whom  he  was 
become  fufpe&ed,  had  fent  Pedro  Avia  to  be 
Governour-General  of  the  Indies,  he  refolv'd 
to  go  on  a  Difcovery  of  the  South-Seas,  endea- 
vouring, by  fo  important  a  Service,  to  appeafe 
the  Anger  of  his  Prince,  now  excited  againfl: 
him    or  at  lea#  to  procure  great  Riches  and 
Honour  to  himfelf,  by  which  he  might  render 
his  Name  Famous  to  Pofterity.   Being  thus  re- 
folv'd, hechofe  200  Men  out  of  the  moft  ve- 
teran Soldiers  of  Darien,  and  among  thofe  that 
were  newly  arriv'd  from  Spain ,  who,  like  their 
Leader,  being  polfefs'd  with  a  De fire  of  getting 

Gold, 
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Gold,  departed  fromDarien  the  Firft  of  September 
in  a  Briganttneand  Twenty  Canoos,  toge- 
ther with  feveral  Indians,  their  Friends,  who 
had  a  mind  to  (hare  in  their  Adventures.  They 
were  fo  wife  as  to  carry  Hatchets,  Mattocks,  and 
other  Inftrnments  of  that  kind,  along  with 
them,  to  open  their  Way  crofs  the  Woods. 
They  went  by  Sea  as  far  as  Coiba,  where  the 
Caci^e  Caretta,  who  was  Nunez?*  Friend,  liv'd. 
Before  they  march'd  towards  the  Mountains, 
their  Commander  would  have  them  fail  on  their 
Knees,  and  beg  the  Almighty's  Affiftance  in 
their  Expedition. 
Reaives      Under  this  good  Omen  he  continu'd  his 
Submijion  March,  and  went  direftly  towards  the  Territo- 
fent!"'  ries  of  the  Cactre  Poncha,  but  he  fled  before 
him    yet  by  Means  of  fome  Indians  he  was  ta- 
ken Prifoner  :  He  return'd,  and  made  fome  Pre- 
sents to  Ptfco,  giving  him  aM  the  Gold  he  had, 
for  he  had  been  plunderd  but  the  Year  before. 
Vafco |  made  him  a  return  of  fome  Glafs  Beads, 
which  the  Inaians  wear  about  their  Necks  and 
Arms  as  great  Ornaments  :  He  gave  him  alfo, 
fome  fmall  Lookinglaffes,  and  two  Saws,  which 
thoie  People  make  great  account  of ;  as  ferving 
them  to  Saw  down  Trees>  which  they  make 
their  Canoes  of,  by  hollowing  them  with  certain 
lharp  Stones  that  they  find  in  the  Rivers ;  for 
they  are  abfolutely  unacquainted  with  any  other 
Metal  but  Gold.    The  Cacique,  to  teftifiethe 
greater  Friend  (hip  for  Pafce,  gave  him  feveral 
Indians,  who  were  better  acquainted  than  his 
Men  with  the  Mountains  where  the  Gold  was, 
and  who  ferv'd   to  carry  the  Provi lions  on 
their  Shoulders.    They  muft  of  Neceffity  pafs 
through  divers  rude  and  inaeceflible  Places, 
where  there  was  neither  Way,  nor  Path,  nor 
Hut  to  be  feen.    The  Neighbouring  Nations 

have 
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have  no  Commerce  between  them-,  Gold  to  No  Com- 
them  is  ufelefs,  for  they  are  altogether  ignorant  ^f". 
of  the  life  of  Money  :  They  fatisfie  themfelyes  dia*s# 
with  what  is  juft  neceflary  tofupportLife,  which 
is  the  Reafon  that  there  are  no  Ways  found  a- 
mong  them,  from  one  Place  to  another.  But 
as  thefe  People  are  perpetually  on  the  Watch, 
to  deftroy  one  another,  they  have  fecret  and 
obfcure  Places,  where  they  lay  themfelves  in 
Ambulh,  to  rorprize  Paflengers.   Thefe  Indians 
were  of  great  Service  to  Nunez,  in  making 
Ways  through  the  Bulhes  and  Mountains  di- 
vided by  Torrents  and  Rivers,  over  which  they 
were  frequently  oblig'd  to  lay  long  Bridges3that 
all  the  Company  might  pafs. 


CHAP.  XVIII. 

Vafco  Nunez  Penetrates  as  far  as  the  Pro- 
<vince  of  Efcaragua,  where  the  Indians 
attack  him.  He  afterwards  difcovers  the 
South-Seas  from  the  Top  of  a  high  Moun- 
tain. 

IT  would  be  difficult  to  defcribe  and  parti-  Vafco 
cularize  all  the  Hardlhips,  thefe  People  un-  ™£ 
derwent  in  their  Expedition,  both  on  account  of  Caei 
Fatigue,  and  want  of  Neceflaries.   The  Cacique 
of  the  Province  of  Efcaragua^  at  the  Head  of  a 
great  Multitude  of  naked  Indians^  arm'd  with 
Bows  and  Arrows,  attack'd  them :  They  had 
like  wife  fome  Spears,  and  a  fort  of  Wooden- 
fwords  very  hard  and  long,  with  which  they 
laid  about  them  Might  and  Main  ;  they  us'd  the 
Bow  with  great  Addrefs,  and  feldom  mot  with- 
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out  killing.   Thefe  Indians  planted  themfelves  in 
the  SpaniardsW  ay, to  hinder  their  going  forward, 
and  demanded  of  them  with  great  Fiercenefs' 
and  many  menacing  Words,  Whither  they  were' 
going  ?  Letting  them  know,  by  an  Interpreter, 
That  they  would  Mafiacre  them  every  Man,  if 
they  did  not  mftantly  return  back :  Then  began 
the  Cacique  immediately  to  let  fly  atthe£//ra- 
peans ;  who  foon  return 'd  the  Compliment  with 
Muskets.    The  Indians,  upon  hearing  the  fright- 
ful Noife  the  Fire-arms  made,  thought  they  were 
Arrows  fent  from  Heaven,which  frightened  them 
fo,  that  they  incontinently  fled,  nay,  fomewere 
fo  aftoniftYd,  that  they  could  not  move  a  Step, 
and  confequently  were  taken  Prifoners.  The 
Spaniards  kill'd  above  600  of  them  with  their 
Swords,  among  whom  was  found  the  Cacique 
himfelf :  His  H'oufe  was  immediately  Plunder'd, 
being  full  of  Provifions  and  other  NecefTaries. 
The  Cacicjueh  Brother,  and  divers  Indians,  his 
Friends,  were  habited  like  Women,  being  ad- 
dicted to  that  abominable  Vice  againft  Nature, 
fo  that  they  were  not  permitted  to  draw  a 
Bow,  or  go  to  the  Wars,  nor  exercife  any  Em- 
ployments that  belong'd  to  Men  ;  but  continued 
in  the  Houfe,  where  they  perform'd  the  Fundi, 
ons  of  Women,    V'afn  could  not  enough  admire, 
that  a  People,  who  liv'd  fo  hardly,  drank  no- 
thing but  Water,  fed  upon  Maiz-bread,  Roots 
and  Fruits,  could  be  capable  of  fo  gteat  Soft- 
Doesfe-  nefs,  and  fo  infamous  a  Vice.    He  caus'd  them 
vere  ju-  all  to  be  hang'd,  to  the  Number  of  Fourty,  and 
pee  upon  afterwards  had  them  torn  to  Pieces  by  his  Dogs, 
d^teSs°"  that  were  accuftomM  to  hunt  the  Indians,  like 
e '  wild  Beafts.    The  Inhabitans  of  the  Place  fee- 
ing the  Chaftifements  that  Nunez,  infli&ed  on 
thefe  infamous  Wretches,  feiz'd  others  of  them, 
that  had  conceal 'd  themfelves,  and  fpitting  in 

their 
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their  Faces,  hurry'd  them  toVafco,to  be  put  to 
Death.  The  Courtiers  only  were  infe&ed  with 
this  abominable  Vice,  which  had  not  yet  been 
communicated  to  the  common  People.  One  of 
the  moft  ancient  Inhabitants  of  the  Village,  lift- 
ing up  his  Hands  to  Heaven,  faid,  The  Sun, 
whom  he  adored,  was  incensed  dgawft  the  Indians, 
becaufe  of  this  deteftable  Vice  \  and  he  verily  be- 
liev'd,  it  had  occafion 'd  the  Tempefis  and  Storms 
that  had  of  late  defiroyd  their  Harvefts,  and  re- 
duc'd  them  to  fo  great  Calamities  :  Bat  for  the  fu- 
ture he  hotfd^  after  the  Chafiifement  and  Death  of  fo 
many  guilty  Wretches^  the  Sun  would  reftore  them  to 
his  Favour,  and  no  longer  be  displeased  with  that 
Nation,  thefe  Words  pleas'd  Fafio  very  much, 
and  he  eondemn'd  to  Death  all  fuch  as  were 
brought  him,  and  convi&ed  of  this  abomina- 
ble Crime.  Nature  of 

He  obferv'd  that  thefe  People  were  naturally  tj)g 
docible,  and  that  there  would  be  no  great 

bitants 

Trouble  to  Civilize  them,  provided  they  were  andBlacks* 
but  carefully  inftrufted  :.  He  alfo  found  they 
had  Courage,  andlov'd  War,  which  made  him 
mew  great  Kindnefs  to  them.  This  Country  is 
barren,  confifting  only  of  Mountains  and  Fo- 
refts,  with  fomeValley  s.  Thofe  that  inhabit  the 
Mountains,  cover  themfelves  to  their  Wafte* 
and  fometimes  below,  with  Cotton-cloth. 
TheirHabitations  are  cover'd  with  Leaves  ,  and 
they  endure  the  Cold  wonderfully,  which  is  not 
a  little  Sharp  upon  thefe  Mountains  :  Thefe 
Leaves  being  dry'd,  become  hard,  and  may  be 
few\l  together.  There  are  among  thofe  People, 
fome  Slaves  that  are  all  Black,  whereof  there 
was  a  Clan  about  two  Days  Journey  off:  They 
are  naturally  more  barbarous  and  cruel  than  the 
other  Inhabitants,  with  whom  they  have  per- 
petual War,  and  whom  they  Murder,  where* 
L  £vet 
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ever  they  catch  them.  The  old  Inhabitants  fay, 
thefe  Blacks  came  from  foreign  Countries,  and 
that  they  are  not  natural  Indians. 
Vafco  Altho'  this  Country  was  not  above  fix  Days 
S«fU0Urney  trom  thatof  the  Cacique  Poncha^  yet 
Seas.  tne  Sp*»i*rd*  employ'd  Twenty-five  about  it,  by 
reafon  of  the  Difficulty  of  the  PafTage  \  fo  that 
they  did  not  arrive  there  before  the  2tfth  of 
September.  Va[co  order'd  his  Followers  to  ftay 
at  the  Foot  of  the  Mountain,  whilft  he  went  up 
alone,  refervingthat  Honour  to  himfelf :  When 
he  was  a  top,  and  had  firft  call  his  Eyes  on  the 
South-Seas,  he  fell  on  his  Kaees,  and  kifs'd  the 
Ground  thrice,  adoring  and  thanking  God,  that 
he  had  been  pleas'd  to  refer ve  that  great  Dif- 
covery  for  him,  which  would  for  the  future  be 
of  fuch  Benefit  to  Europe :  He  then  made  a 
Sign  to  thofe  that  were  below,  to  come  up  and 
participate  of  his  Joy;  he  order'd  them  like- 
wife  to  fall  on  their  Knees  and  thank  God  on 
their  Parts,  for  the  great  Treafures  and  Riches 
that  open'd  themfelves  to  their  View  }  All  the 
neighbouring  Valleys  refounded  with  the  Cries 
and  Acclamations  they  made.  Then  they  rais'd, 
by  Fafco's  Order,  a  great  Heap  of  Stones , 
whereon  they  fix'd  a  Crofs,  to  ferve  as  a  Memo- 
rial, that  they  had  firft  difcover'd  from 
thence  the  Southern  Seas.  As  they  went  down, 
they  cut  the  Name  of  Caftile  upon  feveral  Barks 
of  Trees. 

-Procures      The  Cacique  Chiappa  waited  with  a  great 
tteFhendr  Multitude  of  arm'd  Indians  for  Fafio9*  coming 
pip  of  an  down,  to  fight  him  -9  but  when  he  heard  the 
Lnmy-    Noife  of  the  Muskets,  which  the  neighbouring 
Eccho's  render'd  yet  more  terrible,  and  faw 
the  Fire  and  Smoak,  he  turn'dTail  and  fled. 
There  were  but  few  kill'd  of  his  Men,  becaufe 
Nunez,  had  a  mind  to  gain  their  Friendfhip,  that 
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they  might  aid  him  in  the  Difcovery  of  tbefe 
rich  Countries.  He  enter'd  the  Houfe  of  the 
Cacique,  which  was  built  in  the  For  u  of  aPa- 
villion,  with  great  Trees,  and  cover'd  with 
large  Leaves :  He  took  off  the  Chains  from  fe- 
veral  Indian  Prifoners,  and  order'd  them  to  go 
and  bring  back  the  Cacique,  proffering  him  his 
Friendfhip,  and  feveral  Prefents.  The  Cacique 
return'd,  and  was  honourably  receiv'd  he  had 
Prefents  made  him  of  Glafs  Beads,  which  the 
InM*n  Women  are  very  fond  of.  In  return, 
the  Cacique  prefented  Fafco  with  Gold  Plates, 
and  gave  him  moreover  divers  of  his  Indians  to 
condud  him  to  the  South.Sea-coafts,  where  he 
arriv'd  Four  Days  after. 

He  took  Poffeffion  of  them  with  all  the  So-  Takes  Pof- 
lemnitv  po(fible,in  the  Prefence  of  thofe  that  ac  feffion  of 
company'dhim,and  in  theNameof  hisCathoIick '  -  fgfc 
Majefty,  whofe  Efcutcheon  he  fet  up  in  four'      J  • 
different  Places,  and  drew  up  an  authentick  Act 
of  what  he  had  done.  This  being  over,  Nunez,, 
with  Fourfcore  of  his  Men  ,  the  Cacique  and 
fome  of  his  Indians,  went  into  Nine  fmall  Boats, 
and,  having  pafs'd  a  River,  enter  d  the  Country 
of  the  Cacique  Coquera,  who  thought  atfirft  to 
make  fome  Refiftance  \  but  was  foon  beaten, 
and  put  to  Flight :  However,  he  was  at  length 
perfwadedto  yield  and  fubmit  to  Vafco,  whom 
he  thereupon  prefented  with  fome  Gold  he  had 
in  fmall  Pots.   Vafco  enter'd  his  Village  with 
his  Followers,  and  repos'd  himfelf  there  for 
fome  Days.    The  Cacique  told  him  of  a  neigh- 
bouring River,  about  60  Miles  long,  now  call'd 
the  Gulf  of  St.  Michael:  It  is  full  of  inhabited 
Iflands  and  defart  Rocks.   Va\co  had  a  great 
mind  to  go  and  difcover  that  River,  tho>  tbc^»Jg 
Cacique  acquainted  him  withal,  it  was  impoffible 
to  Sail  there,  by  reafon  of  the  frequent  Storms,  a  RlveK 
L  2  where- 
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wherewith  it  was  agitated.  His  Courage  how- 
ever never  fail'd  him,  nor  was  his  Piety  to  be 
furmounted  by  any  Obftacles ;  He  faid,  He 
trujied  in  the  Affiftance  of  the  Jlmightyy  and 
would  freely  Sacrifice  his  Life  in  the  Search  of  new 
Discover  iesy  that  he  might  propagate  the  Gofpel,  and 
gain  Riches  enough  to  fight  and  defiroy  the  Enemies 
of  the  Faith.    Thefe  Words  altogether  inclin'd 
his  Companions  to  be  of  his  Mind,  fo  that  they 
ali  went  on  board  Nine  Canoos  for  that  Expe- 
dition.  Having  fail'd  fome  Leagues  up  the  Ri- 
ver the  Water  began  to  grow  White,  foam 
and  lwell  confiderably,  fo  that  the  Waves  re- 
fembled  Mountains :    Their  Boats  being  but 
fmall,  ill  equipp'd,  and  little  capable  to  refill  fo 
furious  a  Tempeft,  they  knew  not  what  to  do, 
being  neither  able  to  go  forwards,  nor  back- 
wards, fo  that  they  look'd  upon  one  anotfcer 
with  great  Confternation  }  but  the  Cacique  Chi- 
appa,  and  his  Indians  that  accompany'd  him, 
were  moft  frighten'd,  as  well  knowing  the 
Quality  of  the  River,  and  the  Dangers  they 
were  to  encounter.    At  length,  however,  by 
hard  Rowing,  theyarriv'd  fafe  at  a  fmall  De- 
fart-Ifland,  where  having  landed,  theyfaften'd 
their  Boats  as  well  as  they  could,  and  then  cut. 
ting  down  Branches  of  Trees,  fpread  them  up- 
on the  Ground  to  Repofe  themfelves j  but  the 
Water  fwell'd  fo,  daring  the  Night,  that  the 
Ifland  was  almoft  wholly  cover'd  over  with  it 
infomuch  that  they  were  forc'd  to  fly  to  a 
neighbouring  Mountain  for  refuge. 
Heefeapes    The  Inhabitants  of  the  South- Sea-coafts  fay, 
narrowly,  this  River  Flows  and  Ebbs  every  Day,  and  that 
it  has  a  Flux  and  Reflux  much  like  that  of  the 
Ocean  on  the  Coafts  of  France  and  Spain  : 
When  it  Ebbs,  it  leaves  divers  Rocks  difcover'd, 
J    which  teem  fo  many  Wands  \  but  when  it  Flows, 
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they  are  eoverM  again.    As  Toon  as  the  Day  ap- 
pear'd,  and  the  Waters  retir'd,  the  Spaniards 
return  d  to  the  Place  where  they  had  left  their 
Boats,  but  they  found  them  all  funk,  and  lull 
of  Sand  ;  nay,  moftof  them  with  Holes  beaten 
through  them,  by  the  knocking  of  one  Boat 
againft  another,  altho'  they  were  made  ot  one 
Piece  of  Wood :   The  Cordage  was  Iikewife 
broken,  which  laft  Defed  they  fupply  d  by 
Rinds  of  Trees,  and  certain  Sea-weeds,  which 
were  flexible  and  ftrong  ;  thefe  Weeds  ferv  d 
them  alio,  toftop  up  their  Leaks-,  fo  that  the 
Weather  becoming  Calm,  they  venturd  to  Sea 
again  \  for  this  River  could  be  term'd  no  other. 
They  were  half  dead  with  Hunger    for  as  foon 
as  the  Tempeft  began  to  rife,  they  threw  their 
Provifions  over-board,  to  lighten  their  Boats. 
Soon  after  they  had  fet  fail,  they  heard  a  Noife 
upon  the  Water,  which  frighten  d  them  fo 
much  the  more,  in  that  the  Winds  were  down. 
The  Indians  acquainted  them,  the  Water  of  this 
River  running  with  Impetuofity,  during  the 
Flux  and  Reflux,  and  beating  againft  the  Rocks, 
was  the  Occafion  of  that  Noife  which  they 
heard  at  fo  great  a  diftance. 


CHAP.  XIX. 

The  Remainder  of  Vafco'*  Expedition  to  the 
South-Seas,  and  hit  Return  to  Darien. 

AFter  great  Fatigues,  they  at  length  arriv'd  ContraSs 
at  the  Territories  of  a  Cacique,  call'd  Friendjbif 
Tumacco,  where  they  tarried  feveral  Days  : 
They  found  that  Cacique  in  Arms  ;  but  they  ^  * 
foon  put  him  to  Flight,  and  he  was  wounded  in 
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the  Conteft,   The  Dread  he  had  of  the  Euro? 
peans,  hinder'd  him  from  coming  to  them,  tho* 
they  defir'd  it  of  him  by  means  of  fome  Indians 
they  had  with  them :  However,  he  fent  his  Son, 
whom  Vafco  receiv'd  very  Civilly,  and  gave  him 
good  Cloaths,  Glafs- Beads,  and  other  Prefents. 
He  thereupon  return'd  to  his  Father,  and  gave 
him  an  account  of  the  Goodnefs  and  Humanity 
of  the  Spaniards :  The  Cacique  feeing  his  Son 
clad  after  the  European  manner,  took  Courage, 
and  Went  to  Vafco  with  a  great  Number  of  In- 
dians, who  carry'd  divers  Pieces  of  Wrought- 
Gold,  and  240  very  large  Pearls,  with  a  great 
Quantity  of  lefler  ones.   The  Sight  of  fo  great 
Riches,  made  the  Spaniards  amends  for  all  the 
Pearls.     Fatigues  they  had  fuftain'd  •,  neverthelefs,  the 
Pearls  were  not  fo  fair  as  they  ought  to  have 
been,  by  reafon  the  Natives  did  not  underftand 
the  Secret  of  taking  them  out  of  their  Shells, 
without  letting  them  come  near  the  Fire,  which 
they  brought  them  to  for  the  fake  of  the  Fifh, 
that  *hey  efteem'd  much  better  than  the  Pearls. 
The  Cacique  obferving  what  Value  they  fet  upon 
his  Pearls,  immediately  commanded  divers  of 
his  Indians  that  were  about  him  to  go  and  fifh  for 
more ;  they  obey'd,  and  in  a  fhort  time  return'd 
with  Twelve  Pound  weight  of  them,  as  well 
great  as  fmall,  and  which  were  exceeding 
White,  becaufe  they  had  not  come  near  the 
Fire  :  In  exchange,  tbey  had  feveral  European 
Trifles  given  them,  wherewith  they  were 
charm'd.    The  Cacique  could  not  fufficiently 
teftifie  his  Joy  for  the  coming  of  Vafto^  with 
whom  he  contracted  a  ftrift  Friendfhip. 
h  dijjwa.     Altho'  thefe  Caciques  go  commonly  naked, 
ded from   lead  miferable  Lives,  and  want  for  the  moft  part 
an  Exfg-  tne  greateft  Neceflaries,  yet  are  they  neverthe- 
titien.     jefs  Yerv  prouci:  They  are  irreconcileable  to 
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one  another,  and  do  each  other  all  the  Mifchief 
they  can.  7  umacco  told  Nunez*,  the  better  to  ob- 
tain his  good  Will,    That  in  that  Gulf  of 
St.  Michael,  there  was  an  IQand  much  larger 
than  all  the  reft,  govern'd  by  a  very  powerful 
Cacique,  who  every  Year  rais'd  an  Army,  with 
which  he  came  in  an  infinite  Number  of  Canoos, 
and  ravag'd  all  the  Coafts  of  the  Gulf,  Mafia- 
cring  the  Indians^  and  carrying  them  away  Pn- 
foners.    This  Ifiand,  quoth  he,  is  not  above 
20  Leagues  \  but  it  extends  a  great  way,  even 
out  of  the  Gulf,  and  is  waQi'd  in  feveral  Places 
by  the  Ocean.   There  are  Pearls  commonly 
fiih'd  there,  that  are  to  the  full  as  large  as  Ulgg 
Beans  or  Olives.    This  News  extreamly  pleas  d  pearls. 
Pafcojnho  told  the  Caciques  Tumacco  and  ChUpf*, 
He  would  immediately  go  and  Conquer  that  rich 
Country,  and  give  them  the  Dominion  of  it. 
The  Two  Caciques  endeavour'd  in  a  very  obli- 
ging manner,  to  diflwade  him  from  fo  danger- 
ous an  Enterprize,  or  at  leaft  advis'd  nun  to 
defer  his  Refolution  till  a  more  convenient 
Junaure^  for,  that  at  that  Seafon  of  the  Year, 
Storms  were  fo  frequent,  he  could  not  well  put 
to  Sea^  without  an  evident  Rifque  of  Perifhing. 
Pafco  &w  plainly  this  Advice  was  fincere,  for  he 
cafily  obferv'd  how  high  the  Sea  was ,  and 
witji  what  force  the  Waves  beat  agamft  the 

ShSuring  the  little  time  he  was  on  the  Coafts  of  J  great 
the  Gulf,  he  faw  great  Inundations  of  Rain^'W- 
with  Winds  that  threaten'd  to  over-turn  all  -9 
fuakflive  Thunder  and  Ligbt'ning  flew  from  the 
Clouds,  and  Torrent?  roul'd  down  from  the 
Mountains  with  that  Impetuoufity,  that  they 
carry'dUway  Trees  Roots  and  all,  and  Rocks 
of  prodigious  Size.  The  Indians  own'd  they 
had  never  feen  the  like  tempeftuous  Weather, 
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tfand^faid,  They  believed  the  Sout h-Sea  (commonly 
;  call'd  the  Pacifick  Ocean)  was  in  Jo  great  a  Rage* 
meerly  on  account  of  the  Arrival  of  the  Chriftians. 
rafco  then  judg'd  it  advifable,  to  defer  the 
Execution  of  his  Project  till  the  following 
Sfrt„g  :  But  having underftood  that  the  Caciques 
lumacco  and  Chiappa  had,in  the  Neighbourhood, 
very  proper  Places  to  fifh  Pearl  in,  whither  the 
r,    ,  r„  other  Indians  had  not  Permiffion  to  come,  he 
V°*rl-.fijh-  defir'd  them  to  fend  thither  fooie  of  their 
Fifhers  that  could  go  to  the  Bottom  of  the 
Water,  when  the  Sea  was  Calm,  where  'tis  fa  id 
the  greateft  Shells  lye  ;  as  for  the  middle  fort, 
they  were  to  be  found  fomewhat  off  the  Shore  ; 
but  the  fmaller  ilze,  lay  generally  about  it.' 
Chiappa^  to  comply  with  Vafco%  Dellre,  fent 
Thirty  of  his  Indian  Fifhers  accordingly,  to 
whom  Six  Spaniards  were  joyn'd,  to  learn  the 
Art  of  Pearl-Fifhing. 
Great        The  Place  aflign'd  for  this  Purpofe  was  about 
^uanti-  Ten  Miles  off  the  Cacique's  Houfe,  but  as  the 
zksga.    Sea  was  then  pretty  high,  they  had  not  the 
therd.     Courage  to  dive  in  the  deepeft  Places  ;  they 
contented  themfelves  to  gather  up  thofe  Shells 
that  were  about  the  Shores,  which  were  in  fo 
great  Quantities,  that  Six  Indians  were  loaded 
with  them.   Thefe  Shells  were  open'd,  to  take 
out  the  Pearls,  and  the  Indians  eat  the  Fifh  of 
them,  which  the  Spaniards  joyn'd  with  them  in, 
perhaps  through  Hunger,  becaufe  they  had  not 
eaten  for  fo  long  a  time  :  To  fpeak  Truth,  thefe 
Pearls  were  not  larger  than  Peas,  but  they  were 
exceeding  White  and  Clean. 
Vafco/tff    V*fco  having  inform'd  himfelf  of  all  he  was 
out  for     defirons  to  know,  refolvd  to  return  to  Darien 
Darjen.    with  his  Companions,  but  that  by  another  Way 
than  he  came.    The  Caciques  embracd  him  with 
ail  the  Tokens  of  a  lincere  Affection,  arid 
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he  prorois'd  them  to  return  fpeedily  and  put 
his  proje&ed  Enterprise  in  execution.  They 
defir'd  he  would  leave  his  Sick  Men  behind,  and 
they  would  fend  them  to  him  with  a  good 
Guard  as  foon  as  they  mould  be  recovered  of 
their  indifpolitions. 

They  departed,  and  fome  time  after  entred  Does  fe_ 
the  Country  of  a  Cacique  nam'd  Pacra,  a  cruel  vers  Ju~ 
Perfon,  and  a  profefs'd  Enemy  to  the  other  Ca-  pee  upon 
cic,ues :  They  paf>'d  thro'  wild  Places  and  large  So' 
Forefh  filVd  with  Lions  and  Tigers,  which  the  •  * 
Indians,  by  reafon  they  are  Naked,  fear  exceed- 
ingly. This  Cacique  who  had  already  heard  of 
the  Europeans,  fearing  they  were  now  come 
tochaftife  him  for  his  Cruelties.,  fled  inconti- 
nently. What  moft  afflicted  the  Spaniards  in 
their  March  was,  the  Fears  they  were  under, 
that  they  mould  die  with  thirft  through  the 
great  Heats  they  underwent  on  thole  fteril  and 
parch'd  Mountains  :  God  comforted  them  in 
their  Diftrefs,  by  caufing  them  to  find  in  their 
way  a  large  Grotto,  wherein  was  a  Fountain  of 
Frefh  Water,  with  which  the  Indians  that  ac- 
companied them  fill'd  the  Pitchers  they  carry'd 
on  their  Backs.  They  were  defirous  to  pafs 
the  Night  there,  but  the  Indians  diffwaded  them, 
by  telling  them  the  Lions  and  other  wild  Beafts 
of  the  Fbrefts,  were  accuftomed  to  come  thi- 
ther a  Nights  to  drink.  This  made  them  Tra- 
vel on,  and  they  at  length  arriv'd  at  the  Houfe 
of  the  Cacique  Pacra,  but  found  no  body  there. 
His  Subjects  however  came  in  crowds,  and 
brought'  them  all  manner  of  Provifions,  re- 
counting to  them  the  heinous  Crimes  of  this 
Cacique,  arid  how  he  had  lately  RavihYd  four 
youngWomen  that  were  Daughters  to  a  Neigh- 
bouring Lord.  Fafcd  refolv'd  to  take  him  ei- 
ther by  Force  or  Art :  He  brought  his  Defign 

abous 


The  General  HISTORY 
about  by  terrifying  him  with  Menaces.  He 
came  accompanied  by  three  Neighbouring  Lords, 
addicted  like  himfelf  to  that  abominable  Sin, 
and  iurrentlred  himfelf  to  Vafco,  who  has  fince 
faid,  he  never  faw  one  of  a  worfe  Mien  or  a 
more  wild  Afped,  infomuch  that  he  rather  re- 
fembled  a  Beaft  than  a  Man.  Vafco  immediately 
causd  him  and  his  Companions  to  be  Bound, 
telling  them,  He  would  hear  what  Complaints 
came  in  againft  them,  and  do  Juftice  upon  them 
accordingly.  The  Lords  and  People  of  the 
Neighbouring  Countries  came  in  flioals  to  ac- 
cufe  them  of  enormous  Crimes  ,  as  violating 
their  Daughters  and  all  the  young  Men  that  fell 
into  their  Hands.  Vafco  condemn'd  them  to  be 
devour'd  by  Dogs  that  he  carried  along  with 
him,  who  in  a  moment  eat  them  to  the  very 
Bones.  Before  he  put  them  to  Death,  he  de- 
manded of^ them  where  their  Gold  was?  They 
anfwer'd,  They  had  none,  nor  had  ever  trou- 
bled their  Heads  about  getting  any.  They 
could  be  brought  to  fpeak  no  more.  The  fe- 
venty  Vafco  pra&is'd  towards  this  infamous  Ca- 
ci«ue,  procur'd  him  the  Love  and  Efteem  of  all 
the  Neighbouring  People,  who  thereupon  fur- 
nifli'd  him  with  Provifions  and  Gold  in  great 
abundance.  A  Cacique^  one  Bononiana^  lifting 
up  his  Hands  to  Heaven,  told  Fafco,  he  had  by 
this  piece  of  Juftice,  deliverd  the  Country  of  a 
cruel  Enemy  ,  and  an  infupportable  Tyrant  • 
and  that  for  the  future  they  and  their  Pofterity 
might  have  hopes  to  live  in  a  profound  Peace, 
fince  the  common  Difturber  was  ridded  out  ot 
the  way.  He  begM  rafco  to  accept  Prefents 
from  him,  which  he  offer'd  with  the  utmoft 
good  will  and  moreover  acquainted  him,  that 
Country  abounded  in  Gold,  and  that  he  might 
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nd  it  either  in  Plates  in  the  Indians  Houfes, 
^  in  Chains  about  their  Arms  or  Necks. 

Vafco  and  his  Companions  underwent  great  Meets 
:xtremities  afterwards,  they  could  meet  with gnatDif- 
tothingto  eat  but  wild  Herbs  and  Fruits  ;  they^"^n 
vere  moreover  obliged  to  clear  the  way  with 
;heir  Hatchets  through  Bullies  and  Bryars,  and 
jver  now  and  then  were  forc'd  to  cut  down 
branches  to  throw  on  the  Boggs  to  render  them 
paflable,  which  the  Indians  had  been  frequently 
fwallow'dup  in  for  want  of  that  Precaution.  The 
difficulty  of  Travelling  in  thofe  Countries  has 
been  one  caufe  that  neighbouring  Caciques  have  No  Com- 
no  Commerce  with  one  another/The  others  are,  m™e  *~g 
that  they  always  look  upon  each  other  as  Ene-  i°2fznL 
plies,  and  endeavour  to  make  Slaves  of  as  many 
of  them  as  they  can  get.  Our  Adventurers  arriv'd 
at  length  at  theHoufe  of  a  Cacique  namM  Bucche- 
to,who  was  retirM  into  the  Woods;  but  he  gave 
the  Spaniards  to  underftand,  it  was  out  of  a  Con- 
fufion  he  had  for  not  being  able  to  receive  them 
in  fuch  manner  as  they  deferv'd,  having  nothing 
to  give  them  to  eat  ^  however  he  fent  to  Vajc9 
a  Prefent  of  fome  Gold :  The  Spaniards,  after 
they  had  fatisfied  their  Hunger  the  beft  they 
coui4  with  Roots  and  Water,  left  that  Place. 
Not  far  off  they  met  with  feveral  Indians,  who 
prefented  them,  in  the  name  of  their  Cacique, 
with  Thirty  Pieces  of  flatted  Gold,  fomewhat 
like  the  Cover  of  a  Chalice:  This  they  faid  they 
did  as  an  Acknowledgment  for  the  Service  had 
been  done  them  by  exterminating  the  wicked 
Caciques,  The  Indians  make  ufe  of  thofe  Plates  Go/4 
%o  adorn  themfelves  with :  They  fallen  them  platts' 
about  their  Necks,  and  let  them  hang  down 
upon  their  Breafts.    They  gave  the  Spaniards 
to  underftand  by  figns,  that  there  was  in  the 
Neighbourhood  a  certain  Cacique  vtho  pouefs'd 
;-i       2       r.»      ,         a  great 
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a  great  deal  of  Gold  ;  That  he  was  a  very  cruel 
Perfon,  and  did  his  Neighbours  all  theMifchief 
he  could  5  That  if  the  Chriftians  would  but 
Conquer  his  Country  they  might  find  immenfe 
Riches,  and  get  the  Good  will  of  all  the  neigh- 
bouring Countries;,  and  for  their  own  Parts 
Vafco  rc~  they  offer'd,  that  if  Vafco  pleas'd,  they  would 
M*  to   begin  the  War  themfelves.   Vafco  thank'd  them 

Cacioue ,   th/ir  Prefents  and  Go°d  will,  and  gave 
*  c'  them  four  Saws  with  which  they  were  charm'd, 
and  which  they  made  more  account  of  than  of 
all  the  Gold  in  the  World.    He  aflur'd  them  in 
a  little  time  he  would  return  to  their  Country 
with  powerful  Succours  to  fubdue  their  Ene- 
Cufioms.   mies.    The  Indians  of  that  Country  live  very 
hard,  they  neither  make  nfe  of  Table,  Nap- 
kins nor  Pots ;  in  one  Hand  they  take  a  piece 
of  Main-bread^  and  in  another  a  morfel  of  Salt 
and  Broil'd  Fifli :  They  rarely  eat  any  Meat; 
When  their  Fingers  are  greazy  or  dirty,  they 
rub  them  againft  their  Feet  or  their  Sides  j  but 
they  often  throw  themfelves  into  Rivers  to 
cleanfe  their  Bodies. 

The  Spaniards  parted  from  this  Country  load- 
ed with  Gold,  but  very  much  opprefs'd  with 
Hunger  :  They  arriv'd  next  at  the  Territories 
of  the  Cacique  Pocchorrofa,  where  they  relied 
themfelves  Thirty  Days.    This  Cacique  prefent- 
ed  them  with  great  quantities  of  Gold  and 
many  Slaves  :  He  was  told  he  would  be  oblig  d 
to  pafs  over  into  the  Country  of  the  Cacique 
Tumanama,  a  Perfon  dreadful  to  the  Indians ; 
but  the  Spaniards  found  his  Power  too  weak,  and 
therefore  refolv'd  to  go  and  attack  that  Coun- 
Surprizts  try  themfelves :  For  this  purpofe  Vufco  with  60 
another    Spaniards  and  a  few  Indians  march'd  all  Night, 
CW*  and  at  Day-break  Suddenly  furpriz'd  the  Caciqaey 
hmes.     whom  they  feiz'd  with  Fourfcore  of  his  Concu*. 

bines 


of  Voy ares  and  Travels.  149 
tfnes  that  he  had  rob'd  other  Caciques  of:  All 
Che  Indians  his  Subje&s  were  clofe  in  their  Hutts 
without  thinking  of  any  thing.   Thefe  Hutts 
which  are  divided  from  each  other,  are  made 
of  Wood,  and  cover'd  with  Straw  or  Herbs: 
That  of  the  Cacique  was  Sixfcore  Paces  long, 
and  Fifty  broad.    The  Indians  infulted  Tumana-  j  farfa- 
mas  and  Spit  in  his  Face  as  foon  as  they  faw  him  rous  Cm-  j 
a  Prifoner,  it  being  their  Cuftom  to  ufe  thei?ow. 
Unfortunate  fo.   Great  Rejoicings  were  made 
all  around  for  the  downfall  of  this  Cacique  who 
was  univerfally  hated.    Va{coy  to  frighten  him, 
threatned  to  throw  him  into  the  River,  upon 
which  this  unfortunate  wretch  fell  on  his  Knees, 
and  humbly  befought  him  to  forgive  him,  tel- 
ling him,  that  his  Enemies  had  given  an  ill 
Chara&er  of  him  purely  out  of  Malice  \  but 
that  if  he  would  be  pleas'd  to  fpare  his  Life,  he 
would  give  him  a  great  Quantity  of  Gold : 
Moreover  he  protefted  he  had  never  done  any 
harm  to  the  Chriftians,  being  always  affraid  of 
their  Swords,  which,  he  faid,  would  cleave  a 
Man  in  two  at  one  Stroak.  Whilft  he  was  talk- 
ing after  this  rate ,  all  the  Gold  Chains  and  spoils. 
Bracelets  found  upon  the  Concubines  we*e 
brought  to  Vafco:  The  chief  Men  of  this  petty 
State  likewife  brought  theirs  \  but  they  all  pro- 
tefted they  had  their  Gold  from  other  Coun- 
tries.  The  Cacique  was  pardonfd»jby  Pafco, 
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CHAP.  XX. 

Of  the  Difcoveries  made  by  Gonzalez  Her- 
nandez of  Oviedo,  and  the  Riches  he 
heafd  up  in  his  Expedition* 

HI S  Catholick  Majefty  fent  this  Perfon  to 
the  Indies  to  Melt  down  the  Gold  taken 
out  of  the  Mines,  becaufe  he  was  very  skilful 
at  it.    Being  arriv'd  at  a  Port  inhabited  by 
Fifhermen ,  he  began  to  confider  their  Nets 
made  of  Cotton,  and  their  Lines  made  of  the 
Rinds  of  Trees,  which  were  faflned  to  Stakes 
that  they  ftuck  into  the  Sand  when  they  FifliU 
They  had  in  their  Hutts  great  Quantities  of 
Dried  and  Salted  Fifh,  which  they  kept  there 
ready  to  be  tranfported  to  other  Countries  : 
He  likewife  obferv'd  they  had  Pots,  Spoons, 
and  earthen  Trenchers  very  well  wrought,  and 
great  Urns  of  the  fame  matter,  all  Painted  with 
different  Colours,  Red  and  Blue ;  and  others 
with  different  Figures  of  Animals  and  Plants. 
The  Walls  of  thefe  Hutts  were  coverd  with 
fine  Matts  made  of  a  fort  of  Cane,  very  loofe, 
and  fmall  firings  of  an  Herb :  This  Tapeftry 
ftain'd  with  feveral  Colours,  had  a  very  agree- 
able effed  on  the  Eye  j  and  what  was  furpri- 
zing  was,  that  you  fhould  fee  upon  it  the  Fi- 
gures of  Lions;  Tigers  and  Eagles,  very  natural 
and  well  defign'd.   Their  Cotton  Coverlets 
were  Painted  and  diverfified  after  the  fame 
manner.    Over  their  Doors  they  hung  a  great 
number  of  ftrung  Shells,  which  when  mov'd  by 
the  Wind,  afforded  a  not  unpleafant  found. 

Hernandez,  upon  his  Landing  at  the  Head  of 
a  Company  of  Soldiers,  met  firft  with  a  Saphir 

as 
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as  big  as  a  Goofes  Egg ,  and  a  little  while 
after  with  a  very  large  piece  of  Ambergreefe  : 
He  moreover  obferv'd  divers  precious  Stones  Tnciow- 
faftned  to  the  Matts  which  the  Indians  cover'd  Stones, 
their  Walls  with  :  They  bought  them  of  remote 
Indians  for  fome  Salted  Fifti.Having  entred  aPlain 
three  Leagues  long  and  two  broad,  he  obferved 
that  the  Hutts  lay  divided  from  each  other  Hutts* 
at  the  foot  of  Mountains,  and  all  cover'd  with 
Fruit-Trees.   Divers  little  Rills  ran  from  thefe 
Mountains  and  watered  the  neighbouring  Plain. 
They  have  in  this  Country  fine  Gardens  and 
cultivated  Fields,  which  they  Water  with  Ca-  Camls. 
nals  made  for  that  purpofe.   The  Air  here  is  The  Air. 
fo  mild  and  temperate,  that  the  Spaniards,  who 
flept  feveral  Nights  upon  the  River-fide  with- 
out any  Covering,  felt  no  Inconveniency  there 
by  it.   The  Streets  of  thefe  Habitations  are  streets. 
ftrait,  asif  they  had  been  drawn  by  a  Line. 

Their  Hutts  were  full  of  poyfon'd  Arrows,  Voyfon'i 
which  the  Spaniards  burnt.   In  the  Caves  they  Arrows. 
found  great  Quantities  of  Venifon  and  Wild-  frm^9ny 
Boar  Pork,  with  which  the  Europeans  made&v. 
good  cheer  for  feveral  Days.   They  found  alio 
great  Magazines  of  Cotton-Cloth ,  and  Fea- 
thers of  divers  Colours,  with  which  the  Indians 
made  Plumes  to  fet  themfelves  off :  They  pre-  flumes. 
ferve  in  a  Chamber  a-part,  the  Bones  and  Alhes 
of  their  Lords  \  the  Ames  are  kept  in  Urns  of  Urns. 
painted  Earth.    There  are  fome  that  do  not 
burn  the  Bodies,  but  content  themfelves  with 
drying   them ,    laying  over   them  Cotton 
Covertures,  to  which  are  faftned  fmall  Plates  of 
Gold.    The  Europeans  made  fine  Plunder  of  all 
thefe  Things  :    They  likewife  found  great 
pieces  of  exceeding  white  Marble,  which  feem'd  Wrought 
to  have  been  wrought  and  polifh'd  by  fome  Car-  Marble? 
ver:  This  furpriz'd  the  Spaniards  very  much,  in 

that 
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that  the  Indians  have  no  manner  of  ufe  of  Iron 
After  having  heap'd  up  vaft  Riches,  the  Spm£ 
ards  put  to  Sea  the  15th  of  Jttne%  to  return  to 
Cartbagena :  They  would  fain  have  landed  on 
fome  Mands  inhabited  by  the  Canibds,  with  a 
Delign  to  deftroy  them  ;  but  the  Sea  ran  fo 
high  that  all  the  Pilots  in  the  World  could  not 
have  efFe&ed  it :  Infomuch  that  in  one  Nights 
time  they  found  themfelves  above  40  Leagues 
from  their  Mark.    Admiral  Columbus,  who  firffc 
difcover'd  thefe  Seas,  obferv'd,  that  when  he 
had  a  mind  to  Sound,  the  Lead  would  not  go 
to  the  bottom,  by  reafon  of  the  rapidity  of  the 
Rapd     Current^  and  although  he  had  the  Wind  in  his 
currents.  poop  ne  cool(j  hardjy  fomet jmes  make  a  LeapUe 

in  an  Hour. 

Their  Even  to  this  Day  the  true  Caufe  of  thefe  Cur- 
Caufe  va-  rents  has  not  been  found  out,  no  more  than  the 

ITe  fd  at  F1Hxor  Reflux  of  the  Sea>  which  fome  have  at- 
*  J       tnbuted  to  the  Sun,  others  to  the  Moon*  and  a 
third  fort  to  fubterranean  Winds,  which  blow 
the  Floods  to  and  fro.    Some  think  thefe  Cur- 
rents are  occafion'd  by  the  Earth's  being  higher 
in  fome  Places  and  lower  in  others,  fo  that  the 
Water  has  a  natural  Defcent  with  it ;  others 
are  of  Opinion  they  are  caus'd  by  great  Rivers,- 
and  a  great  Quantity  of  Earth  and  Sand  which 
they  drag  along  with  them.    One  of  the  An- 
tients  remarket,  that  the  Currents  which  are 
obfervable  in  the  Straits  of  Gibraltar,  proceed- 
ed from  the  Oceans  being  lefs  deep  than  the 
Mediterranean,  by  which  means  the  Water  ran 
from  the  higher  Place  into  the  lower.  Thofe 
that  have  Saird  through  the  Weft- Indian  Seas, 
and  along  the  Shores  of  the  Terra  Firma,  affirm' 
that  in  the  Strait  that  feparates  the  South  Sea* 
from  the  North,  near  the  Cities  of  Panama  and 
Nombre  de  Dios^  fix  Leagues  above  the  Eqm- 

vottial 
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Equinoctial,  during  the  Space  of  about  thir- 
ty Leagues.  There  are  very  deep  Caverns, 
thro'  which  the  Waters  of  one  Sea  run  into 
the  other  Eaftward,  and  that  this  IVIotion 
is  occafionM  by  that  of  the  Sun.  Others 
fay  the  Waters  return  by  thefe  Caverns  to 
their  principal  Source  in  the  Centre  of  the 
Earth,  and  that  When  they  abound  too 
much  they  overflow  ,  and  make  to  the 
Shores. 

Sebaftian  Cabot  a  Venetian,   mov'd  with  a  Cabot** 
Defire  of  making  new  DifcoVeries,  after  the  Expedhi* 
Example  of  Columbia,  fitted  out  two  VelTels™' 
at  his  own  Charges,  and  departing  from  a 
Port  in  England,  continu'd  failing  till  he  faW 
the  Polar  Star  elevated  55  Degrees.  Heat 
iaft  came  to  a  Sea  fill'd.  with  great  Flakes 
of  Ice,  which  beating  againft  his  Ships  threat- 
ned  him  with  Deftruction  in  cafe  he  pro- 
ceeded.  The  Twilight  was  there  as  bright 
as  our  fongeft  Days  in  Europe  in  Summer 
at  Noon.    In  a  word,  Ice   forc'd  him  to 
iriake  to  a  Shore  riot  far  off,  where  he  found 
a  prodigious  Quantity  of  large  Fifli,  which  , 
the  Inhabitants  of  thofe  Parts  call  Baccalai.  ™*  Ffr 
The  Manners  of  thefe  People  are  civiliz'd mccai * 
eiiough,  and  they  go  all  cloath'd  in  Skins 
of  Beafts.    Cabot  and  his  Companions  took 
a  great  deal  of  Pleafure  in  feeing  the  Bears 
hunt  thefe  Fiih,  which  they  did  in  the  fol- 
lowing manner.    There  are  upon  thefe  Coafts^w^ 
many  large  Trees,  whofe  Leaves  falling  in-"Be4rf" 
to  the  Water,  the  Filh  cdme  and  fnap  at 
them  greedily.   The  Bears,  who  have  no  0- 
ther  Food  here,  obferving  this,  lay  them- 
felves  in  Ambufcade   to  catch  them.  As 
foon  as  th«  Fifh  lift  their  Heads  above  Wa- 
ter to  get  the  Leaves,  the  Bears  throw  in  their 
M  Claws* 
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Claws,  and  if  they  can  but  grapple  them  un*» 
der  their  Scales,  they  will  be  fure  to  bring 
them  to  Land.  But  fome  great  Fifh  have 
been  known  to  drag  the  Bears  into  the 
Water  by  meer  force,  when  there  has  hap- 
pen'd  a  very  diverting  Combat  between 
them  }  fometimes  one's  uppermoft,  and  then 
the  other,  but  it  generally  happens  the  Bear 
gets  the  better,  and  brings  the  Fifti  to  Land 
and  devours  him.  Thefe  Bears  are  by  no 
means  dangerous,  nor  do  any  manner  of  harm 
to  the  Inhabitants. 


CHAP.  XXL 

Pedro  A  via,  Governoiir  of  the  New  Worldy 
gives  Orders  for  facilitating  the  Navi- 
gation of  the  South  Seas.  An  Account 
of  the  remarkable  Piracies  of  Juap 
Aiora. 

Pedro   T}£^  arriving  at  IJla-fuerte  with  his 

Avh'sAr-  XT  Squadron,  all  the  Inhabitants  fled  up  in- 
rival.      to  the  Woods.    The  Spaniards  enter'd  their 

&n  Huts'  where  they  found  Sreat  Numbers  of 
Mat-Paniers,  exceeding  finely  wrought,  fill'd 
with  very  fine  white  Salt,  which  the  Na- 
tives were  wont  to  exchange  with  their 
Neighbours  for  other  Commodities.  They 
obferv'd  on  the  Rocks  very  large  Birds  with 
strange  red  Throats,  whofe  Bellies  were  big  enough 

Birds,  to  contain  a  Bufhel  of  Corn.  One  of  thefe 
Birds  fuffer'd  it  felf  to  be  caught,  but '  it 

died5 
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clied  feme  few  Days  after.    As  foon  as  the 
feovernour  arriv'd  at  Darien,  Vafco  gave  him 
the  beft  Reception  he  could,  with  Maizr 
Bread  and  Salt-Fifh.  The  Cacique  Caretta  made 
him  a  Prefent  of  a  very  fine  Veft  with  Sleeves  ^Mxndiafl' 
wrought  with  Birds'  Feathers  of  various  Co-  veft. 
lours,  fo  exa&ly  that  one  would  have  fworn 
it  had  been  of  Silk.    He  gave  him  alfotwo 
large  Quilts  of  the  fame  Wbrki    The  Go- 
vernour return'd,  his  Compliment  by  giving 
him  a  Spanijh  jerkin  and    a  Velvet  Hat, 
both  which  appear'd  wonderful  to  the  Ca- 
cique, who  tarry 'd  with  the  Governour  three 
Days,  and  eat  as  he  did  all  the  while.  What 
be  feem'd  to  be  beft  pleas'd  with  was  the 
Wine  and  Bread.    After  Dinner  the  Gover- 
nour had  every  Day  Mufick  play'd  to  him,  Ef'tl  of 
which  when  the  Cacique  firft  heard  he  lifted  Mufick: 
up  his  Eyes,  and  Sighing  laid,  the  Europe- 
ans were  more  favour'd  by  Heaven  than  the 
Indians  in  that  they  had  it  in  their  Power 
by  fuch  Sounds  to  raife  their  Dead  Friends 
to  Life.    To  do  him  the  greater  Honour, 
the  Governour  caus'd   a  Squadron  of  Horfe 
well  equip'd  with  mining  Armour  and  Arms 
to   be  drawn  ,  up  in  Battalia.    This  Sight 
fill'd  all  the  Indians  with  Joy  and  Admira- 
tion,  to  fee  with  what  Addrefs  the  Euro- 
peans manag'd  their  Horfes.    They  were  af- 
terwards carry'd  on  Board  the  Ships,  which 
gave  the  Cacique  occafion  to  fay,  he  had  in 
his  Country  a  large  Sort  of  Trees  in  which  strange 
the   Worm   never   bred  by  reafbn  of  the  Treai 
Bitternefs  of  the  Wood,  and  which  he  had 
often  experienc'd  in  his  Canoes.    He  added 
there  were  other -Trees  fo  Venimous,  that 
the  bare  Smoak  of  the  Wood  occafion'd  pre- 
fent Death,1  .  . 

M  £  To; 
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three  Forts  To  facilitate  and  fecure  the  Navigation 
of  the  South  Seas,  the  Governour  built  three 
Forts,  one  in  the  Country  of  the  Cacique 
Comagro,  another  in  the  Province  of  Toe 
chorrofa,  and  a  third  in  that  of  Tumanama, 
and  plac'd  fufficient  Garrifons  in  all  three 
of  them.  He  then  fent  out  divers  Captains 
Aiora^  ^  different  Routes,  and;  among  the  reft  a 
fiwieL  Cor^ovan  Gentleman  one  Juan  Aiora^  with  a 
competent  Number  of  Soldiers  and  two 
Brigantines.  This  Perfon  coafted  along  the 
Province  of  Comagro  to  get  into  the  South 
Sea.  He  went  afhore  and  came  to  the  Houfe 
of  the  Cacique  Charles  who  was  a  good  Friend 
to  the  Chriftians,  and  had  been  baptized 
together  with  all  hisSubjefts.  This  Captain 
no  fooner  entred  his  Houfe  but  he  carry'd 
away  all  his  Gold,  and  all  the  Furniture 
he  could  find.  He  moreover  rob'd  the  Wo- 
men of  their  Cotton  Habits,  and  Bracelets 
and  Collars  they  had  about  their  Arms 
and  Necks.  At  his  departure  he  rov'd  along 
the  Countries  of  other  Caciauts  ferving  theni 
the  fame  Sauce,  and  exercifing  the  fame  Vi- 
olences in  all  the  Places  where  he  came. 
The  poor  Indians  feeing  all  this  were  glad 
to  fcamper  into  the  Woods  to  fave  their 
Lives.  Aiora  after  fo  many  Thefts  and  Rob- 
beries fearing,  with  Reafon  enough,  that  he 
might  be  call'd  to  an  Account  by  the  Go- 
vernour, he  Med  to  the  Sea-fide  where  there 
lay  a  Brigamwe,  on  which  he  went  Aboard 
with  his  molt,  faithful  Followers  who  were 
Accomplices  with  him  in  the  fame  Crimes. 
They  fled  with  the  Gold  and  Merchandizes 
they  had  got  without  any  Bodies  being  able 
to  hear  of  them  more. 


the 
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The  Governour  likewife  fent  Gafr*  MorMet^** 
on  the  other  fide  of  the  Mountains  towards 
the  South,  and  the  Ifland  which  is  in  the 
Gulph  of  St  Michael  where  variety  of  large 
Pearls  are  found.  He  had  100  Men  under 
his  Command  among  whom  were  divers 
that  had  accompany'd  ^afeo  in  ?IS 

Voyage  to  difcover  the  South-feas.  Morale 
being  arriv'd  in  the  Territories  of  Tumacco 
and  Ckiapfa,  thofe  Caciques  made  him  great 
Prefents  and  told  him  they  would  aflat  him 
m  the  Conaueft  of  the  Ifland  of  Pearls  which  mand  of 
was  formerly  call'd  the  I/Und  of  Gold.  They  Pearls, 
furnilh'd  him  with  Provifions  fufficient,  but 
as  they  had  bo*  few  Canoes,  there  could  but 
Sixty  Spaniards  pafs  over  into  the  Mand, 
whereof  the  Cacique  having  notice  he  came 
down  with  a  great  Number  of  Indians  arm  d 
with  Lances  and  Wooden  Swords,  and  oppos  d 

Woolen 

their  Landing,  crying  with  all  their  might  smrds. 
Guazzjtvara,  Guazxavara,  that  is  to  the  War 
with  the  Emmy.  They  attack'd  the  Spaniards 
with  fo  much  Courage  and  Bravery,  that 
tho'  they  were  thrice  repuls'd  they  came  on 
again  to  the  Charge  •,  but  at  length  feeing 
the  great  Numbers  of  their  Men  that  were 
kill'd  they  retreated  and  fled.  "  $S:  . 

The  Example  of  the  other  Caciques,  his  Joe  Ca« 
Neighbours,  at  length  inclin'd  him  to  feekPqnc 
the  Friendlhipofthe  Spaniards  and  beg  Peace.  * 
He  thereupon  conduced  them  to  his  Pa- 
lace,  which  was  perfeftly  well  built,  H,e  pre- 
fented   the   Governour    with  a  Pamer  V*  J**™ 
Pearls  weighing   at  lealb  no  Pounds.    He?/  **% 
gave  him  in  Exchange  Glaf*  Beads,  and 
frnail  Looking-Glafles,  with  which  he  was 
infinitely  well  pleas'd.  He  had  moreover  divers 
Saws  Riven  him,  which  the  Indians  made  more 
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Account  of  than  of  fo  many  Mountains  of 
<^old.  They  could  not  enough  wonder  that  the 
Europeans  fought  after  that  Metal  with  fo 
great  Greedinefs,  and  that  they  mould  give 
fo  many  precious  and  profitable  Inftruments 
tor  fuch  Trifles  as  Chains  and  Bracelets  of 
kold.  The  Cacique  led  the  Chief  of  this 
Expedition  to  the  Top  of  a  Tower,  whence 

Jftands.  ;a '  ,You  fee>  cry'd  he,  an  infinite  Number 
ot  little  Iflands  all  belonging  to  me.  They 
are  vaftly  rich,  if  to  be  fill'd  .with  Gold 
and  Pearls  may  be  call'd  Riches.  All  the 
Shores  of  thefe  Iflands  are  cover'd  with 
Mother  of  Pearl.  Now,  continu'd  he,  if  you 
will  but  confent  to  be  my  Friend,  take 
as  much  of  thefe  things  as  you  pleafc.  I 
fet  a  greater  Efteem  on  your  Friendfliip, 
Jhan^  on  all  the  Gold  and  Pearls  in  my 
Province,  and  for  my  Part  I  do  proteft  to 
you  folemnly,  I  will  never  break  the  Alli- 
ance I  mall  make  with  you. 
An  roo  .  0vF  and  ^ove  all  thefe,  fair  Protections 
Weight  of™e  Cacique  oblig'd  himfelf  to  give  every 
fe*rt  pMYezr  to  the  King  of  Spam,  an  hundred 
Weight  of  Pearl  which  he  the  eafier  engag'd 

1°,  , ln  that  he  little  valu'd  fo  precious  a 
Merchandize,  and  could  not  think  he  by 
that  means  became  Tributary  to  his  Catholick 
Majefty.  This  Province,  which  is  not  above 
qrcat  itt  Degrees  from  the  Equinoctial,  is  fo  full 
flemy  oj  of  Deer  of  all  forts  that  the  Spaniards  could 


—      ------  inv  vUUJU 

A  Ca     •  3S  many  as  they  Pleas'd  without  almoft 
cique     g°,n,S  °ut  of  theif  Houfes.     This  Cacique 
ktoifd.  "use!  himfelf  to  be  baptiz'd  with  his  whole 
Family  and  would  needs  take  the  Name  of 
the  Governour  Pedro  Avia.    At  parting  they 
gave  each  other  Aflurances  of  an  inviolable 

Friend- 
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Friendfliip,  and  the  .Ci«>e  lent  the  Com- 
mander his  Canns  and  People  to  affilt  him 
in  his  Expedition,profering  to  accompany  him 
himfelf  as  far  as  the  Sea  Shore.    The  F  fth 
Part  of  the  Pearls  was  given  to  the  Kings 
Treafurers,  and  the  reft  ^p/^f^A tap 
mone  the  Spaniards.  Among  thefe  Pearls  there  TelrU 
wasSone  as"  large  as   a  Nat    "hich  ^was 
laid  afide  till  fuch  time  as  it  mould  be  de- 
termined whom  it  helong'd  to.   This  j» 
afterwards  fold  to  the  Lady  //-* tU  B, add,*, 
Wife  to  the  Governoar,  who  had  the  Cou- 
rage to  accompany  her  Husba*!  to  the  New 
World.   Thofe  that  went  on  this  Expedi- 
tion, were  only  able  to  fay  concerning  it 
that  the  largeft  Pearls  were  to  be  found  n 
the  deepeft  Water,  and  the  lefler fort  near 
the  Shore.   Pearl-fhells  refemble  in  fome  mea- 
fure  a  Hen  that  has  many  Eggs  m  her  Bo 
dy,  from  whence  the  moft .  perftft  drop  firft, 
and  the  reft  remain  behind  till  fuch  time^^  ^ 
as  they  are  mature.    In  like  manner  whenPe„„. 
rhefe  Shells  open  the  moft  perfcft  Pearls  al- 
ways ftart  firft,  and  the  others  remain  .n 
the  Shell  till  they  come  to  a  fufficient  ivia- 
fu  ity    It  is  to  be  fear'd  many  Pearls  upon 
dropping  from  the  Shell  which  they  will  do 
when  th?y  are  ripe,have  been  devour  d  byF  fh. 

Many    Captains  made  Voyages  to  theA«fc, 
South  Seas   after  Morale  •,  among  others  ^". 
GoZez.  Sadaglno^o,  who  fail'd  towards .the"* 
Weft  in  the  Beginning  of  the  Month  ot 
March,  in  the  Year  1515  with  80  Men,  and 
this  by  Order  of  the  Governour  VedroAma. 
A  neighbouring  Caciqm  to  the  South  Sea 
fled  at  the  Approach  of  the  Spaniards,  lhey 
fack'd  his  Village  where  they  found  fome 
Slaves,  whofe  Faces  were  painted  black  ai.q 
M  4  reQ' 
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Sdtos.^'  \  Thf?  In*Um  make  Hole*  in  their 
Cheeks  with  pointed  Bones,  which  filling  up 
with  the  Powder  of  certain  Herbs  feveral 
Colours  are  difpers'd  throughout  the  Face, 
which  cannot  afterwards  be  remov'd.  The 
Spaniards  carry'd  off  thefe  Slaves,  andload- 

%m™d\d„thlmr  Wkh  l.he  Booty  they  h3d  ta*en. 
t.   J     All  thefe  Countries  are  rich  in  Gold,  the 

Earth  is  fat  and  fertile,  and  the  Trees  are 
laden  with  excellent  Fruits.    The  Spaniards 
plunder'd  all  the  Caciques  they  met  in  their 
Way,  and  took  their  Gold  from  them.  No- 
thing efcap'd   their  Hands  but  what  the 
Indians  carry'd  away  with  them  when  they 
fled  into  the  Woods  and  inacceffible  PJaces. 
The  Booty  they  had  got  was  fo  great  that 
it  loaded  400  Slaves.    Going  afterwards  to- 
wards the  Province  of  a  Cacique  nam'd  Pa- 
riz&a  with  Defign  to  plunder  him,  he  laid 
himfelf  in > their  Way  between  two  Hills 
Spaniards  cover'd  with  thick  Trees,  at  the  Head  of 
routed.     5000  Indians,  who  as  foon  as  the  Spaniards 
came  up  let  fly  at  them  with  that  good  Will 
that  above  fixty  of  them  immediatly  dropt, 
which  the  reft  feeing  they  fled,  leaving  the 
Field  of  Battle  and  all  the  Treafure  they 
had  got  to  the  Conquerors.    After  great  Fa- 
tigues they  at  length  arriv'd  at  the  Port 
call'd  G  rati  as  a  Bios  where  their  Brigantines 
lay.    They  went  on  Board  curling  their  ill 
Fortune,  and  foon  after  arriv'd  at  Darien 
half  dead  with  Hunger.    The  Governour 
having  heard  how  it  had  far'd  with  them, 
refolv'd  to  go  himfelf  toj  the  Province  of  the 
Cacique  Parizza  to  revenge  the  Affront,  but 
as  he  was  then  Sick  the  Execution  of  that 
Enterprize  was  defer'd  to  another  Opportu- 
nity, 

CHAR 
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CHAP.  XXIX 

Of  the  unfortunate  Adventures  of  Juan 
Solis  and  his  Companions  fent  by  his 
Catholick  Majefty  on  the  Difcovery  of 
certain  Coafis. 

Ciralez.  Dcdor  of  Laws  and  Official  to  hM^Jff* 
Catholick  Majefty  at  Barien  wrote  in-^gjua* 
to  5/?^»  that  an  Indian  who  had  efcap'd 
ffcm  Faffallage  told  him,  upon  feeing  him 
read  a  Letter  written  upon  European  Paper, 
that  thofe  People  where  he  had  been  a  Slave, 
had  Books  and  Paper  made  of  Leaves  of 
Trees  few'd  together    that  their  Towns  were 
Wall'd  round  with  large  Stones,  and  that 
the  Men  and  Women  wore  Cloaths,  In 
this  fame  Year  151$   the  King  of  Spain 
equipped  three  Veflels,  and  gave  Orders  to 
Captain  Juan  Solis  to  pafs  the  Cape  of  St.  Vnfom* 
Auguftine  diftant  Six  Leagues  from  the  Equi-n&tc* 
tioftial.   This  Captain  after  he  had  coafted 
along  the  Terra  Firma  for  fome  time  found  the 
Antartick  VoU  elevated  thirty  Degrees.  See- 
ing one  Day  divers  Indians  with  their  Wives 
and  Children  Sapping  about  upon  the  Shore 
and  making  Signs  to  him  to  land,  offering 
him  feveral  things  which  they  laid  upon 
the  Sand,  he  put  out  his  Boat  and  went 
a  Shore  to  difcover  what  fort  of  Country 
and   People  they  were.   But  he  was  no 
fooner  landed  than  a  great  Number  of  Ca- 
nibal- Indians  came  down  thundring  upon  him, 
and  hisJVJsD,  having  lain  alj  the  while  in  Am- 

bufcade 
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bufcade.  They  furrounded  the  Spaniards  in  an 
Inftant  and  kill'd  them  every  Man  with 
their  Bows  and  Arrows,  the  Ships-Crew  that 
were  on  board  being  not  able  to  help  them 
but  remaining  unwilling  Witneffes  of  fo  fad 
a  Spe&acle.    Thefe  Barbarians  charm'd  with 
the  white  Flefh  of  the  Europeans  cut  it  in* 
to  Pieces  and  devour'd  it  half  roafted  and 
bloody,  fo  great  was  their  Appetite  for  fuch 
unnatural  Viands.    The  Ships  Artillery  how* 
ever  quickly  drove  them  up  the  Mountains 
but  then  they  carried  on  their  Backs  in  view 
the  Heads,  Legs  and  Arms  of  thofe  unhap- 
py wretches  they  had  maflacred.    The  Spa- 
niards foon  after  thought  fit  to  retire  with- 
out being  able  to  revenge  the  Deaths  of 
their  Companions.  i 
Captain  Juan  Ponce  had  the  foregoing  Year 
wT//uanan  Aci  venture  fomewhat  like  this.    His  Ca- 
Ponce.    tholick  Ma  jetty  fent  him  to  deftroy  the  Ha- 
bitations of  the  Canibals  who  made  a  bloody 
War  on  all  that  approached  their  Teritories. 
This  Captain  prompted  by  a  Defire  of  ex- 
tirpating thofe  Barbarians  accepted  with  Joy 
the  Command  of  two  Velfels  equipp'd  at  the 
Kings  Charges  for  that  Enterprize.    He  went 
on  Shore  at  Guadaloupe  •  the  Canibals  feeing 
fome  Europeans  arrive  laid  themfelves,  after 
their  Manner,  in  Ambulh  to  furprife  them. 
As  foon  as  the  Captain  came  a  Shore  with 
his  Men,  the  Canibals  fet  upon  them  with 
horrible  Crys  and  having  kill'd  moft  of  them, 
AtiH  un-  the  Captain    being   dangeroufly  wounded 
fuccefsjui.  witri  ail  Arrow,  retir'd  to  his  Ships  toge- 
ther with  two  only  of  his  Companions,  who 
had  the  Mortification  to  fee  their  Fellows  j  • 
boil'd  and  roafted  by  thofe  barbarous  Fee- 
ders.  From  that  Time  there  has  been  no 

News 
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News  of  the  Captain  or  his  Veflel  but  the 
other  Ship  return'd  to  Spain. 

About  this  Time  came  Letters-Patents^*** 
from  Spain  conflicting  Vafco  Nunez.  Gene- c0  ^  tj&(, 
ral  of  Darien  in  confideration  of  his  great 

Governor. 

Services,  in  the  difcovery  of  the  South  Seas.^ 
Thofe  Letters,  full  of  Commendations  of 
Vafco,  were  read  publickly,  and  being  fo  much 
to  his  Advantage  pufF'd  him  up  fo  that  he 
foon  fail'd  in  his  Refpeft  to  the  Governour, 
which  made  that  Gentleman  think  of  fe- 
cret  Meafures  to  revenge  himfelf.  The  moft 
confiderable  Perfons  of  the  Country  appre- 
hending ill  Confequences  from  this  Difference 
between  the  Governour  and  Vafco,  apply'd 
themfelves  to  a  Fryar  of  the  Order  of  St. 
Francis,  a  great  Preacher,  befeeching  him  to 
endeavour  to  reconcile  them.  This  Perfon 
to  bring  fo  good  an  End  about,  offer'd  Vafco 
the  Governour's  Daughter  in  Marriage,  but 
the  Pride  both  of  one  and  the  other,  would 
not  furFer  fo  good  a  Defign  to  take. 

To  avoid  all  Difafters  that  might  arife  TbeFomer 
from  this  Animofity,  Vafco  rcfolv'd  to  jf^'jfr 
fent  himfelf,  and  go  to  and  fettle  on  the     CJ**  9 
Coafts  of  the  South  Sea.    Having  got  to- 
gether all  his  Gold  and  other  Riches,  he 
parted    from  Darien  with   300  Men  that 
were  the  moft  faithful  to  him.    Divers  In- 
dian Slaves  carry'd  his  Baggage  and  Provifi- 
bns.    In  a  fliort  time  they  arriv'd  at  the 
Territories  of  .the  Caciques  Tumacco  and  Chi' 
appa,  who  receiv'd  them  with  inexprelfible 
joy. 

Out  of  a  Defign  that  Vafco  had  to  build  Defigns  t* 
a  Town  on  the  Southern  Coafts,  he  caus'd  difcover 
four  Brigantines  to  be  built  in  order  to  go the  ftce 
and  difcover  the  Iflands  of  Spices,  whereby 

he 
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he  thought  to  make  his  Court  powerfully  to 
the  King  of  Spain,  by  doing  him  fo  impor- 
tant a  Piece  of  Service.  He  had  the  Pre- 
caution to  bring  from  Darkn  Cotton  Cloth 
which  ferv'd  him  to  make  Sails  of.  As  for 
Cordage  that  was  made  of  certain  Roots 
of  Herbs  which  the  Indians  know  how  to 
make  Cords  of  tolerably  ftrong.  The  Pines 
of  the  Country  furnifli  Wood  and  Gum  fuf- 
ficient  for  the  reft  of  a  Ship.  Vafio  obfer- 
ving  that  many  of  his  Followers  murmur'd 
at  their  berng  incelTantly  put  upon  new  Ad- 
Ventures  inftead  of  enjoying  what  they  had 
got  at  quiet,  afTembled  them  one  Day,  and 
to  put  an  End  to  their  Complants  and  Mur- 
murs, fpoke  to  them  in  the  following  man- 
m Speech aer.    "  My  dear  Friends  and  Companions, 

Tomrs^'ll  lt  is  thro'  your  Courage  and  Patience 
*    rj  I  have  been  able  to  profepite  fuch  Glori- 
"  ous  Enterprizes  as  I  have  done  m  the 
"  Difcovery  of  the  South  Seas.    You  are 
"  fenfible  how   high  the  Governour's  Info- 
*  lence  has  been  carry'd  againft  me.  He 
"  was  not   contented  with  the  Authority 
"  and  Preheminence  which   his  Catholick 
Majefty  had  honour'd  him  with,  by  con- 
cc  ferring  on  him  the  Government  of  the 
cc  Terra  Firtna  of  the  Indies,  but  I  mull  for- 
^  footh  obey  him  as  a  vile  Slave,  tho'  the 
"  King  had  nam'd  me  for  General  of  Da- 
"  rien.    However  infupportable  this  Slavery 
"  mightfeem,yet  would  I  have  chearfully  under- 
iC  gone  it,  had  the  King's  Intereft  requir'd 
fg  me  fo  to  have  done.    But  the  haughty 
"  and  avaricious  Governour  found  an  Occa- 
"  fion  from  this  Obedience  to  aim  at  taking 
"  away  our  Lives  and  our  Goods,  that  he 
?  might  thereby  footh  his  Ambition,  and 

"  pro- 
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|  procure  to  himfelf  Riches  wherewith  the 
|  Countries  we  have  difcover'd  abound. 
f  If  we  will  therefore  live  in  Quiet  and 
44  Safety,  we'muft  feek  a  Country  remov'd  from 
I  his  Violences  and  Authority.  You  know 
p  both  Gold  and  Silver  is  to  be  found  ia 
P  great  Abundance  on  the  Southern  Coafts  s 
44  let  us  go  on  Board  then  thefe  VefTels 
44  we  have  firft  finifti'd,  and  truft  the  reft 
44  to  Providence  and  the  Almighty  Prote&ion. 

All  Applauded  this  Harangue  of  raJco\fc*l?d  t$ 
and  cry'd    out  with  one  Voice  they  wtVtu*ntn* 
ready  to  follow  him  whitherfoever  he  would 
lead  them.   This  was  immediately  Tent  to 
the  Governour  by  fome  of  his  Followers 
that  were  foifted  in  among  his  Friends,  oa 
purpofe   to  betray  him.   The  Governour 
knowing  Fafco's  great  Courage,  fear'd  leaft 
fcemight  procure  fo  great  a  Reputation,  that 
he  might  fettle  himfelf,  and _  build  a  Ci- 
ty in  a  rich  Country,  by  which  means  he 
might  be    able  to  put  him  out  of  the 
King's  Favour,  for  he  would  folely  have 
the  Glory  of  his  New  Difcoveries.  Having 
confider'd  all  this,  the  Governour  thought 
fit  to  inform  againft  Vafco  by  the  Ring's 
Officers,  and   moreover  fent  four  of  his 
principal  Captains  to  let  him  know  he  muft  ( 
immediately  ceafe  from  his  intended  Expe-£f'«  m 
dition  and  come  forthwith  to  Darien,  unlefs  **** 
he  had  a  mind>©^  be  treated  as  a  Rebel 
and  Traytor.    Fafco  -who  had  always  pre- 
fer'd  his  Honour  above  all  Things,  not  be- 
ing willing  to  incur  a  downright  Difobedi- 
ence,  and  moreover   relying  upon  his  In- 
nocence, return'd  to  JDarien  with  fome  few 
of  his  Friends,  whither  he  war  no  fooner 
come  but  he  was  call  into  Prifon  and  had 
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a  large  Chain  put  about  his  Neck  by  the 
Governour's  Order.  The  fame  Civil  Treat- 
ment was  difpenc'd  to  four  of  his  Compa- 
nions. Yafco  complaining  of  the  Injuftice 
and  Affront  had  been  offer'd  him,  was  told 
he  was  fo  us'd  becaufe  he  would  have  re- 
volted againfi:  the  King,  and  for  making  a  fedi- 
tious  Harangue.  He  anfwer'd,  the  occafion 
of  his  having  made  that  Speech  was  to  en- 
courage his  Companions  to  follow  him  in  a 
Difcovery  for  the  Benefit  of  his  Majefty  ^  but 
no  Excufes  would  go  down  with  the  Go- 
vernour,  for  he  muft  return  to  Prifon  and 

Cwi«B»v*have  his  Head  chop'd  off,  which  Sentence 
was  forthwith  pafs'd  upon  him.  The  Ex- 
ecutioner coming  next  Morning  to  the  Pri- 
fon for  that  rjurpofe,  Vafco  demanded  the 
Favour  to  fpeak  with  fix  of  the  Principal 
Citizens  hefore  he  died,  who  coming  accor- 
dingly, he  declar'd  to  them  he  had  never 
had  other  Intention  than  to  obey  and  do 
Service  to  his  Catholick  Majefty,  wherefore 
he  thought  he  had  juft  Reafon  to  complain 
that  fo  commendable  Inclinations  fhould  have 
no  better  a  Reward.  He  added  he  com- 
-  plain'd  principally  of  two  Things,  firft  that 
being  Innocent  he  fliould  fuffer  fo  Ignominious 
a  Death,  and  fecondly  in  that  his  Death 
Would  deprive  the  King  of  many  Advan- 
tages he  could  have  procur'd  him  by  new 
Discoveries.  LafUy  he  faid,,  as  for  Death 
every  Body  knew  he  fear'd  it  not,  and  that 
he  had  frequently  expos'd  his  Life  to  as 
imminent  Hazards  for  his  Majefty's  Service. 

Beheaded.  However  plaufible  thefe  Pvea'fons  of  Faf-' 
co's  were,  the  Sentence  of  Death  was  foon 
after  executed  upon  him.  He  had  his  Chain 
taken  off  his  Neck,  and  fo  kneeling  fubmit- 

ted 
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ted  to  the  fatal  Stroke.    His  Body  was  ex- 
pos'd  in  the  Market-Place  of  Damn  to  in- 
timidate the  People.    Both  the  Inhabitants 
and  Strangers  could  not  refufe  their  Tears 
to  the  Death  of  this  great  Man,  who  came 
to  fuch  a  Tragical  End  after  the  Important 
Services  he  had  done  the  State.  Ancient 
and  Modern  Hiftories  are  full  of  Examples 
of  the  like  Kind,  and  that  fuch  as  fignaliz  d 
themfelves  in  the  mod  mining  Enterprises, 
had  met  with  nothing  but  Ingratitude  for 
their  Reward.   The  Governour  Pedro 
after  the  Death  of  V tfco,  leaving  his  WifcjJ^ 
behind  at  Darien,  pafs'd  the  Mountains  and' 
penetrated  as  far  as  the  Southern  Coafts, 
where  having  feiz'd  upon  Vafco\  Ships,  he 
after  undergoing  a  fevere  Tempeft  for  three 
Days  and  three  Nights,  arnv'd  at  an  In- 
dian Village  on  the  Coafts  call'd  Panama, 
where  having  examin'd  the  Place  and  the  3^ 
Commodioufnefs  of  it,  he  laid  the  Founda- Panam, 
tion  of  a  City  which  became  afterwards  one 
of  the  moft  confiderable  in  the  Indies. 


CHAP.  XXIII. 

A  (bort  Defection  of  Hifpaniola,  with  an 
Account  of  its  firft  Inhabitants,  Rivers, 
Lakes,  &0 

i  1  11  Defcriftu 

AFter  having  conduded  you  along  au  ^Hir_ 
the  Terre  Firma  of  the  Indies  it  would  pani Ja. 
be  but  reafonable  to  refame  what  has  beea 
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formerly  faid  concerning  Hifpaniola  to  give 
you  a  more  compleat  Idea  of  that  Ifland. 
It  is  Situated  between  the  Equinotlial  Line 
and  the  Tropick  of  Cancer.    It's  Length  from 
Baft  to  Weft  is  about   500  Miles,  and 
Breadth  from  North,  to  South,  about  300. 
The  City  of  San  Domingo^  its  Capital,  lies 
in  about  eighteen  Degrees  of  Northern  La- 
titude.  Two  different  Nations  pretending 
to  the  Dominion  of  it  came  to  Blows,  and 
the  Weaker  was  fain  to  give  Way  to  the 
Stronger.   Thefe  laft  gave  the  Name  of 
hs  \niunL!?in&}\  thlts  Illand,  which  was  afterwards 
Nmt.     Chang  d  by  the  Spaniards  to  that  of  Hifpa- 
mola.   The  Days  and  Nights  here  are  aU 
moft  of  equal  Length  the  whole  Year  round. 
When  the  Sun  is  in  the  Tropick  of  Cancer 
akut,  fhere's  almoft  an  Hours  difference.   The  Air 
™     1S  temperate  and  neither  Cold  nor  Heats 
Treks.   are  The  Trees  are  always  Green 

ever  laden  with  Fruits  orBloffoms.  The  Leaves 
Jiever  fall  till  others  are  ready  to  fucceed 
Herbs.   tnem-  All  forts  of  Herbs  that  have  been  fow'd 
there  thrive  admirably  well.    In  like  Man- 
StS6"  «r  .the  Eurofean  Animals,  as  Oxen  and 
SX     Horfes  multiply  exceedingly.    It  has  been 
Com.    ODierv  d  that  Corn  thrives  better  upon  the 
Hills  and  Mountains  where  there's  fome 
Cold  to  refrefli  it,  than  in  the  Plains  and 
Valhes  where  the  Earth  is  too  rich  and 
the  Heat  too  fuffocating.    The  Ears'  of  Corn1 
on  the  Mountains  are  as  big  as  a  Man's 
Arm,  and  all  fill'd  with  Grains  w hereof  there 
are  fome  times  2000  in  one  Ear. 
Division.     HifpanioU  is  water'd  by  four  large  Rivers 
which  divide  it  into  five  Provinces.   In  one 
of  thefe  Provinces  there  is  a  Very  deep  Ca- 
vern into  which  you  may  hear  the  Rivers 

fall 
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fall  with   a  horrible  Din  five  Miles  off. 
Thofe  that  have  liv'd  but  a  little  while 
near  the  Mouth  of  this  Cavern  become  deaf. 
Thefe  Rivers  form  a  great  Lake  where  the  m^ 
Waters  turn  With  that  Rapidity  and  occa-^m  <jf 
fion  fuch  violent  Whirl-Pools,  that  who-x^a. 
ever  falls  therein,  is  irnmediatly  fwallow'd 
lip.    What  feems  yet  more  wonderful  is,  that 
there  is  a  Lake  full  of  Fifli  on  the  Top  of 
a  Mountain,  which  is  almoft  inacceflible  on 
all  fides.    In  other  Places  you  may  meet 
with  Lakes  of  frefli  Water,  fait  Water  and 
bitter  Water,  as  in  the  Province  pf  Bainoa 
Where  there  is  a  Lake  above  30  Miles  long 
and  is  broad,  whofe   Waters  are  as  bit- 
ter as  Gall.    Many  Rivers  run  into  this 
Lake  yet  you  can  never  obferve  that  any 
run  out  again,  which  makes  People  apt  to 
believe  there  are  profound  Caverns  that  re- 
ceive thofe  Waters,  for  the  Indians  and  their 
Canoes  that  are  loft  in  great  Numbers  in 
that  Lake  are  never  feen  afterwards.  One*™** 
took  one  Day  a  young  Filh  and  putting J  J 
him  into  another  Lake  that  was  not  fo 
large  as  this  fed  him  conftantly  With  Maiz.- 
Bread  by  which  Means  he  became  fo  tame 
and  large  >,that  he  fuffer'd  that  Perfon  to 
get  upon  his  Back  and  carry'd  him  to  and 
fro  along  the  fides  of  the  Lake.    At  length 
the  fame  Perfon  was  fo  bold  as  to  venture 
crof*  the  Lake  with  htm  and  the  Fifh  carried 
him  over  and  brought  him  again  to  the 
Place  where  he  took  him  up.    The  Figure  hs Fi„ure> 
of  this  Fifh  is  difagreeable  to  the  Sight.  He 
refembies  a  Beaft  with  four  Feet,  but  in- 
ftead  of  them  he  has  four  large-  Bones  very 
hard  Which  come  out  of   his  Body   that  is 
m  covert  with  hard  Scales-    His  Head  is 
^  Mk@ 
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like  that  of  an  Ox,  it  is  heavy  and  not 
eafily  mov'd,  but  thofe  that  have  eat  of  it 
fay  'tis  exquifite  and  delicious  Food.  This 
i  Fifth  remain'd  a  long  while  in  the  Lake  where 
a  World  of  People  came  to  fee  it  and  gave 
it  Bread  :  But  at  length  a  fudden  Hurricane 
coming  there  follow'd  fuch  an  Inundation  of 
the  Lake  that  this  Fifh  was  fuppos'd  to  be 
carry'd  into  the  Sea  for  he  was  never  heard 
of  after. 

fycksah.     By  digging  very  deep  in  the  Mountains 
you  find  a  very  hard  Salt  mining  like  Chri- 
ftal.    You  may  alfo  find  great  Quantities 
of  Gold,  but  the  Inhabitants  will  not  give 
themfelves  the  Trouble  to  dig  for  it,  by 
reafon  having  all  other  Conveniencies  of 
Manners  Life  they  think  they  have  no  Occafion  for 
of  the  in- that.    Bread  fuffices  to  allay  their  Hunger, 
drans.     and  tney  quench  their  Thirft  in  the  Foun- 
tains.   They  fit  all  Day  in  the  lhade  prat- 
ting  under  Trees  and  fometimes  dance  after 
their  Manner*  without  thinking  of  any  thing 
elfe,  or  giving  themfelves  any  manner  of 
Trouble.   Gold  has  been  fometimes  known 
Vegetable  to  moot  forth  of  the  Earth  like  a  Plant, 
Gold.      which  would  Teem  incredible  if  the  fame 
had  not  been  once  obferv'd  in  the  King- 
dom of  Hungary.     You  may  every  Day 
fee  Branches  of  Gold  that  climb  about  Trees, 
as  Vines  do  about  Elms,  and  this  Gold  is 
strange  commonly  very  fine.    In  the  Province  of 
Bumaws.Caiz.ima.  there  are  Fountains  whofe  Surface 
is  Frefh  and  good  to  drink,  the  Middle 
Brackifh,  and  the  Bottom  exceeding  Bitter. 
Some  think  the  Source  of  this  Fountain  is  Sale 
and  that  the  Water  a  top    is  what  falls 
from  the  Mountains  and  will  not  mix  with 
the  fait  Water  by  reafon  of  its  different 

Weight, 
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height.  If  you  lie  down  upon  the  Ground 
and  lay  your  Ear  clofe  to  the  Sides  of  thefe 
Fountains,  you  (hall  plainly  perceive  they  are 
follow  under  the  Water.    You  hear  a  Horfe- 
man  five  Miles  before  he  comes  at  you,  tnHthuHeiu 
a  Footman  one.   The  Inhabitants  of  fome 
of  thefe  Rrovinces  retire  into  Caverns  in  the 
Woods  arid  on  the  Mountains  where  they 
live  upon  wild  Fruit  not  caring  to  have 
any  Converfe  with  the  other  People  of  the 
Ifland.  It  has  been  found  impracticable  to; 
civilize  any  of  thefe  wild  Men  that  have 
been  taken  Prifoners.   'Ti$   believ'd  the/ 
have  no  fettled  Language,  no  more  than 
Beafts.    They  have  neither  Laws  nor  Su- 
periors among  them,  for  all  are  equal,  and 
if  they  had  not  an  human   Figure,  they 
might  be  taken  for  wild  Beafts.   They  go 
altogether  naked,  and  are  fwifter  at  run- 
ning than  our  fwifteft  Dogs,  fo  that  'tis  a 
hard  Matter  to  take  them.    The  Chriftians 
had  fonie  Fields  and  Gardens,  not  far  from 
the  Habitations  of  thefe  wild  Men  5  they 
went  thither  in  the  Month  of  September  to 
gather  their  Harveft.    Whilft  they  were  . 
difpers'd  in.  the  Fields  about  their  Work, *WJr. 
one  of  thefe  Salvages  comes  out  of  a  Copfe,  thmm 
where  he  had  hid  himfelf,  and  {hatches  up 
a  Child  that  was  fleeping  oh  the  Grafs 
and  ran  away  With  it  as  hard  as  he  could 
drive.    The  Father  of  the  Child  and  all 
that  were  with  him  fet  up  pitiful  Cries  arid' 
ran  after  the  Salvage  but  in  vain.    He  fee- 
ing them  come  after  him,  at  length  ftopt 
as  if  he  had  a  Mind  to  ftay  for  them,  but 
as  foon  as  they  were  come  up  he  fet  up  his" 
Legs  again  and  was  quickly  out  of  Sight. 
The  Father  verily  believ'd  the  Salvage  would 
K  2  have 
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have  devour'd  his  Child,  but  whether  it  was 
out  of  Companion  for  his  Grief  or  other- 
wife,  the  wild  Man  obferving  fome  Shep- 
herds keeping  their  Flocks,  went  and  laid 
down  the  Infant    unhurt  near  them,  who 
foon    returned   him  to  his   overjoy'd  Fa- 
ther. * 
tniu-n  in-    You  have  in  this  Ifland  a  large  Tree  call'd 
incense-  Coppei  whofe  leaves  are  half  a  Foot  long. 
Whatever  is  writ  on  thefe  Leaves  with  a 
Bodkin  remains  as  legible  as  what  is  writ  on 
Paper  with  Ink.    A  Lord  fent  one  Day,  by 
one  of  his  Slaves,  four  Rabbits  to  a  Friend 
of  his,  and  wrote  upon   thefe  Leaves  the 
Number  he  fent.    The  Slave  eat  two  by  the 
Way,  and  prefented  the  other  two  toge- 
ther with  the  Leaves,  without  thinking 
they  could  have  difcover'd  his  Theft,  but  he 
was  not  a  little  furpris'd  when  he  heard 
that  he  ought  to  have  brought  four.  Here- 
upon   he  ingenuoufly  confefs'd   the  Facl, 
which  being  known  among  the  Indians,  oc- 
caficn'd    them    great  Perplexity  ,  becaufe 
now  they  thought  they  Ihould  not  be  able 
to  difcourfe  any  more  under  thofe  Trees 
without  having  their  Secrets  reveal'd  by  the 
..    Leaves.    It  is  a  common  thing  in  this  Ifland 
^  westb  have  Perfons  live  a  hundred  or  fixfeore 
Years,  which  is  attributed  to  certain  Herbs 
they  eat,  to  Truffles,  Onyons,  or  their  Bread 
made  of  Cajfave  which  is  very  eafie  to  digeft. 
The  Rivers  and  Ponds  are  full   of  Fifii 
Shortened,  which  they  eafily  take  without  Trouble.  Since 
the  Indians  have  been  fore'd  to  live  expos'd 
to  the  Sun,  and  to  dig  Gold  in  the  Mines, 
they  have  not  liv'd  fo  long.    Several  of  them 
have  made  away  with  themfelves  after  they 
few  they  were  redue'd  to  fo  great  Mifery, 

they 
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they  that  had  formerly  liv'd  fo  contentedly 
and  happy.    Many  likewife  have  refolv'd 
not  to  marry  becaufe  they  would  not  beget 
Slaves  for  the  Spaniards.    The  Women  with  ^ 
Child  make  their  bringing  forth  eafie  by  u&f0rthmaie 
Vertue  of  certain  Herbs.  It  is  not  to  be  won-  eajj. 
der'd  at%  however,  that  this  Ifland,  which  was 
formerly  fo  productive  of  People,  fliould  at 
prefent  be  half  ruin'd  and  defart,  fince  the 
Avarice   and  Severity  of  the  Spaniards  has 
made  fuch  Havock  among  them. 

It  rains  but  rarely  in   thefe  Parts  and 
they  are  oblig'd  to  bring  Water  by  Canals 
into  their  Grounds.    The  Indians  are  all  ni-Cbvcfor 
rurally  mild,  fimple,  peaceable  and  credulous.^  ^ 
They  have  fo  great  a  Veneration  lor  their thdr  Cu. 
Caciques,  that  whenever  any  one  of  themyjaay. 
dies,  divers  of  his  Women  devote  them- 
feives  to  Death,  to  wait  upon  him  in  the 
other  World.   Some  Fryars  of  the  Order 
of  St.  Francis  being  prefent  one  Day  at  one 
of  thefe  Ceremonies,  had  all  the  Difficulty 
in  the  World  to  diflwade  feveral  Indians 
from  killing  themfelves  to  do  Honour  to 
their  deceas'd    Cacique  *   but    they  could 
obtain  only  this  Favour,  that  one  only  mould 
die.    This  Woman  was  perfectly  handfomc, 
file  fet  herfelf  off  with  all  her  fineit  Attire, 
and  took  with  her  a  Bottle  of  Water,  and 
Bread  as  if  me  mould  have  Occafion  for  them 
in    the   other   World.    Her   Name  was 
Guanehetta  Beneckena.    When  any  Cacique  has 
a  Child  born  ajl  the   Inhabitants  of  the 
Neighbouring  Territories  come   to  filute 
the  Lady  in  the  Straw  and  the  Child,  to 
whom  every  one  gives  a  Name.   Some  call 
him,  in  cafe  he  be  a  Son,  the  burning  Flambeau^ 
others   the  (liimnr  Flambeau^  and  4  third 
"  8  3  (  iQrt 
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fort  the  Conqueror    of  Enemies,  and  a  moft 
powerful  Lord  more  precious  than  Gold.  The 
Compliment  to   female   Children  is,  that 
they  are  more  odoriferous  than  Flowers,  and 
more   delicious  than  the   moft  charming 
Fruits :  Moreover,  that  they  are  the  Eyes 
Pt  the  Sun  and   Stars.    When  any  Cacique 
is  mention  d,  all  his  Denominations  muft  be 
likewife  repeated,  or  they  run  a  Rifque  of 
being  pumfti'd  for  their  Negligence. 
Their  Tc~     fhe.  J"di*ns  adore   the  Sun  and  Moon, 
pen  in    and  raingIe  a  great  many  fuperftitious  Ce- 
^ligion.  remomes  with  their  Worlhip.    They  hold 
a  Firft,  Eternal,  Omnipotent  and  Invincible 
Principle,  to  whom  they  give  two  Names, 
Mamona  and  Guamaonocon.     They  fay  this 
God  has  a  Mother  who  has  five  Names, 
viz..   Attabeira,   Mamona,  Guacavarita,  Siella. 
Gemi's.  lnd  Gmnazona.    This  God  they  likewife  hold 
has  many  MefTengers  call'd  Cemi\  and  that 
every  Cacique  has  one  afllgn'd  him  thro1  a 
fpeaal  Pnviledgc.    They  believe  he  appears 
only  in  the  Night,  and  reveals  to  the  O- 
fique  a  thoufand  Secrets  j  that  he  is  of  the 
Colour  of  Cotton  dy'd  bfack,  and  throws 
out  Fire  at  his  Mouth.    His  Feet,  they  fay, 
are  like  thofe  of  black  Serpents,  on  two  of 
Which  only  he  fits.    When  the  Indians  go 
put  to  fight  their  Enemies  they  always  have 
one  of  thefe  little  Figures  faften'd  to  their 
Foreheads,  believing  that  by  their  Affiftancc 
fhey  fliall  furely  have  the  Victory.  They 
demand  Rain  of  them  and  Fair  Weather, 
according  as  their  Occafions  require.  When 
thefe  Cemfs  appear  by  Chance  in  the  Woods 
pr  elfewhere,  the  Indians  have  always  a  parti- 
cular Veneration  for  the  Places  where  they 
fawthem. 

When 
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When  they  have  a  Mind  to  be  inform'd 
of  the  Succefs  of  any  important  Affair,  <*,ism. 
the  Abundance  of  their  Harveft,  of  the  b- 
vent  of  any  War  they  have  engagd  in,  ot 
the  Recovery  or  Death  of  any  confiderable 
Perfon,  the  Chief  of  the  Ctciws  enters  a 
fort  of  Temple  dedicated  to  thefe  Cerm  s, 
where  a  certain  Drink  is  prefented  to  him 
made  of  an  Herb  which  the  hduns  call 
Chohobb*.   This  Drink  he  fnuffs  up  at  the 
Nofe,  which  he  has  no  fooner  done  than 
he  grows  mad  for  a  Time,  the  Houft  turns 
round  with  him,  and  the  People  walk  on 
their  Heads,  in  a  manner  that  he  knows 
not  where  he  is  nor  what  he  does,  nor  in 
a  Word  what  he  fays.   As  foon  m  theft 
Fumes  begin  a  little  to  abate,  hefets  him 
down  upon  the  Ground  with  his  Hands  and 
Head  upon  his  Knees,  and ;  after  having  con- 
tinu'd  a  while  in  this  Pofture    he  all  of  a 
fudden,  as  if  he  had  awak'd  from  a  p.  o- 
found  Sleep,  lifts  up  his  Eyes  towards  Hea- 
ven and  mutters  certain  Words  between 
his  Teeth  which  no  body  underftands.    1  ne 
Principal  People  of  the  Country  fiand  round 
the  Cacirt  whilft  this  Ceremony  »s  perform, 
in",  and  afterwards  return  Thanks  to  the 
cfmi  for  rettoring  him  to  his  Senfts,  when 
thev  begin  to  enquire  of  him  what  he  has 
feel   He  anfwerl  gravely  the  Cm  has 
fpoke  to  him  and  promis'd  him  Wtorv .  o- 
ver  his  Enemies  if  the  Qaeftion  be  about 
F!ghting,  or  elft  Succefs  or  Information  in 

^tS^Efc  alfo  theft 
Converfc  with  their  Wives,   and  if  the  Mm. 
Children  that  are  born  happen  to  have  any 
particular  Mark  about  them,  then  they  arema 
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manner  certain  that  the  Child  was  begot  bv 
7he  rv  •  Since  the  Chriftians  havi  been 

fetfes.  difappeard,  and  their  Delufions  ceas'd.  The 
!»Atms  have  concluded  from  thence  their 
Country  Ihould  devolve  to  another  Domini- 
on,  and  their Cacique,  be  fubjefted  to  a  more 
powerful  Lord.    Thefe  c>s  "  ™ 

CT;/WCh,ldren  inftrufted  by  ancient  Men  of  the 

cU?-  C°r,try'  W.h°  pafs  among  th™  for  &45 
W,«-axlld  yarned  Perfons.    They  make  them  Team 

**  X  W  uY  Seart  "Weh  «e  to  explain  to 
them  the  Origin  of  Things,  and  to  recaH 
into  op  Memories  the  Remembrance  of 
what  their  Anceftors  have  done  as  well  in 
War  as  Peace.    They  repeat  thefe  Verfes 

W™!f  °f  3  LDrum  made  «»f  hollow 

Wood  and  dance  about  at  the  fame  time. 
Their  Agility  ,s  wonderful.  They  go  always 
h  ^ Part  of  trfeir  Time 

in  Dancing,  thinking  of  nothing  fo  much  as 
to  divert  themfelves.    Theyhavf  alfo  Verfes 

2°nu°r  und  b  Praife  °f  their  Miftrefles, 
by  which  they  explain  their  Paflions  for  them 
They  have  l.kewife  fad  and  very  moving 
.  Songs  in  the  FMUc  Strain,  which  they  ex? 

&m$JmtlbU  Geftures  aad  Tone  of 
Y  h3V-  worker  warlike  and 
grave  Songs  to  animate  their  People  againft 
the  Penis  of  War.  Thus  prepar'd  they  wW 
throw  themfelves  into  the  midftof  their  E- 
nemies  w>th  furprizing  Intrepidity,  and  with- 
out fearmg  either  Wounds  or  Death,  firmly 
believing  if  they  die  in  Defence  of  their 
Country  they  (hall  goto  inhabit  in  the  Sun! 
Thefe  Songs  have  been  handed  down  to 
them  by  their  Anceftors  for  a  long  Succef! 
&n  of  Time.   They  have  likewife  Prophe- 

tick 
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tick  Rhimesby  which  they  pretend  the  com'" 
ing  of   the    Europeans  into  their  Country 
was  foretold  a  long  while  before  it  hap- 
pen'd.   They  accomodate  thefe  Songs  to  the 
Words,  and  fing  them  in  a  lamentable  and 
moving  Strain.   The  Contents  of  one  of 
them  is  thus  :  The  Eternal  God  has  refolv'd 
that  Men  wearing  Habits  jhall  come  into  this 
JJland  arrtfd  -with  long  Swords,  and  who  will 
be  able  to  cleave  a  Man  in  two  with  one  Stroke, 
and  that  from  Head  to   Foot.    Thefe  Strangers 
will  drive  away  our  Cemi's,  and  abolijh  all  our 
Ceremonies,  and  our  Children  and  Pofierity  will 
be  obliged  to  fubmit  to  the  Yoke  of  their  Domini- 
on.   They  thought  at  firft  the  Predictions 
contain'd  in  thefe  Rhimes  related  to  the 
Canibals  their  Neighbours,  from  whom  for 
that  'reafon  they  would  run  and  hide  them- 
felves  as  foon  as  ever  they  faw  them  land. 
However  it  is  a  conftant  Tradition  in  that 
Country,  that  two  of  their  moft  famous  Ca- 
ciques having  fatted  for  five  Days  together 
in  Honour  of  their  CemPs,  a  little  before 
the  Arrival  of  the  Spaniards  in  that  Ifland, 
it    had  been  reveaPd  to  them  by  Night, 
that  in  a  little  Time  a  ftrange  Nation  all 
Cloath'd   mould  come  and  make  them  all 
Slaves.    It  feems  the  Succefs  has  verify'd" 
this  Prophecy,  for  the  (Spaniards  made  them- 
felves  Matters  of  that  Ifland  much  about 
that  Time.    All  the  Indians  have  been  bap-^//^ejn. 
tized,  and  fince  the  Difplaying  of  the  Chri-dians  bap- 
ftian  Standard  in  the  Indies  all  the  Wor-^Y^ 
fhip  of  the  Cem?s  has  been  abolifh'd  and  for- 
got. 

Jhey  mow  you  at  the  Foot  of  a  Mour-^  No_ 
tain  in  the  Country  of  the  Cacique  Macchia- tims  mijL 
yes,  a  vaft  and  obfeure  Cavern,  whofe  En- opinions* 

trance 
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trance  is  adorn'd  with  divers  Paintings,  and 
among  the  reft   two  great  Figures  of  the 
Cemfs  different  from  each  other,  which  the 
Indians  formerly  went  frequently  to  vifit  with 
great  Devotion,  and  when  they  were  ask'd 
the  Reafon  of  it,  they  anfwer'd  the  Sun  and 
Moon  came  out  of  that  Cavern  to  light  the 
World.    They  relate  many  Childifli  Notions 
concerning  the  Peopling  of  the  Earth,  for 
Example  that  all  Men  were  ihut  up  in  a 
very  deep  Cavern,  not  being  able  to  get 
out  becaufe  the  Sun   hindred  them,  being 
unwilling  they  mould  fee   him.    For  this 
purpofe  he  clap'd  Sentinels  and  Guards  at 
the  Caverns  Mouth,  one  of  whom  having 
the  Curiofity  to  know  what  pafs'd  in  the 
Ifland  came  out,  but  the  Sun  having  quick- 
ly obferv'd  him,  chang'd  him  into  a  Rock 
for  his  Difobedience.    This  fatal  Stone  is 
ftill  remaining  at  the  Entrance  into  the  Cave. 
They  add  that  divers  more  of  thefe  Prifo- 
ners  being  tir'd  with  their  Captivity,  came 
out  in  the  Night  time  to  take  the  Air,  but 
being  not  nimble  enough   to  return  before 
the  Rifing  of  the  Sun,  he  caught  them  and 
chang'd  them  into  Trees.    One  of  the  old- 
eft  Inhabitants  of  this  Cave,  calPd  Va^uoni^ 
ana  got  by  flight  one  of  his  Children  out  whom 
the  Sun  foon  transform'd  into  a  Nightin- 
gale. This  they  fay  is  the  Reafon  that  that  fmall 
Bird  lings  all  the  Year  round  to  demand  Af- 
fiftance  of  his  Father,  for  thefe  Indian  Night- 
ingales are  not  like  ours  in  Europe,  which 
ling  only  at  certain  Seafons.     This  unfor- 
tunate Father  being  willing  to  go  and  com- 
fort his  Child  whom  he  lov'd  tenderly,  got  out 
one  Night  and  carry'd  all  his  Women  and  other 
Children  with  him,but  the  Sun  having  furpris'd 

them 
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them  on  the  Banks  of  a  River,  chang'd 
theChildren  into  Frogs.  Now  as  thefe  Children 
underwent  great  Hunger,  they  cry'd  mcef- 
fantly  Toa,  Toa,  which  fignifies  <  in  Indian, 
fifama,  Mama ;  now  faid  they,  this  Toa,  Toa, 
has  remain'd  to  the  Frogs  ever  after.  . 

The  other  Inhabitants  of  this  Cave  getting 
out  one  Night  to  warn  themfelves  in  fomecm. 
Ponds  of  Rain  Water,  they  perceiv'd  great ge9gkj. 
Numbers  of  Women  that  like  Birds  flew 
about  from  Bough  to  Bough.  They  were 
greatly  furpriz'd  and  charm'd,  and  endea- 
voured all  they  could  to  take  fome  of  them, 
but  they  ftill  (lid  thro'  their  Fingers  like 
Eles.  Having  confulted  with  an  old  Stager 
what  they  mould  do  in  this  Cafe,  he  advis'd 
thofe  that  had  molt  Knots  on  their  Fingers 
to  endeavour  to  catch  them,  but  they  could 
take  but  four  and  all  the  Reft  flew  away : 
Now  faid  they  'twas  thefe  four  Women 
that  peopled  the  Earth,  their  Children  being 
permitted  to  come  out  of  the  Caves  and  no 
Body  was  metamorphos'd  ever  after. 

Now  fee  what  Account  they  gave  of  origin  of 
the  Origin  of  the  Sea.  A  certain  very™"* 
rich  Perfon,  one  Aia,  happening  to  lofe 
his  only  Son  he  bore  his  death  with  great 
regret.  Having  burnt  his  Body  he  put  the 
Allies  into  a  great  Pitcher  and  buried  it 
at  the  Foot  of  a  Mountain  not  far  from 
his  Habitation.  One  Day  going  to  vifit 
this  Pitcher,  he  faw  feveral  large  Filh  come 
out  of  it,  even  Whales,  and  fuch  like  Sea 
Monfters.  Being  much  frighten'd  he  went 
and  told  this  Wonder  to  his  Neighbours, 
who  not  lefs  furpriz'd  had  the  Curiofity  to 
go  and  fee  fo  rare  an  Adventure,  In  a  Word 
they  all  faw  the  Pitcher  M  of  Filh,  and 
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while  one  more  curious  than  the  reft  went 
to  take  it  up  he  chanc'd  to  let  it  fall  and 
it  broke,  when  ou  a  fudden  there  rufh'd 
forth  the  Sea  and  all  the  Rivers  of  the 
World.  The  Plains  and  Valleys  were  imme- 
ciatly  cover'd  with  Water,  and  the  Moun- 
tains only  efcap'd  the  Inundation  by  their 
Height. 

Returns      Thefe  Indians  have  odd  Notions  concer- 

tle  ZT^rl10  dead*    They  believe  theY  c™ceal 
themfelves  only  a  Days,  and  a  Nights  take 
a  Walk  to  eat  of  a  certain  Fruit  call'd  GvA 
bona.  They  fay  they  afterwards  Aide  into 
the  Houfes,  and  into  the  Beds  of  the  Indian 
Women  under  the  Forms  of  Men 5  that 
they  appear  a  Nights  in  the  Streets,  and 
if  any  one  has  Courage  to  face  them  fly  in-' 
continently,  but  if  he  flies  and  Ihews  Fear 
of  them,  they  do  all  the  Mifchief  they  can, 
in  a  Manner  that  fome  People  have  been 
lam'd  bythefe  fort  of  Apparitions. 
school m-    The  Schoolmafters  affemble  the  People  at 
fters  or   certain  Times  to  preach  thefe  Whimfies  to 
ity/fw»j.them.    Thefe  AfTemblies  are  always  kept  un* 
der  Trees.    Thefe  Matters  are  in  great  E- 
fteem,  for  they  feign  that  the  Cem?s  fpeak 
to  and  reveal  to  them  whatever  is  like  to 
happen  to  every  one.  Over  and  above  this,they 
are  likewife  Phyficians  and  have  fome  Know-, 
ledge  of  Herbs  and  other  Medicines.  They 
Heal  with  their  Juices  confiderable  Wounds. 
When  any  Cacique  is  fick  he  fends  for  one 
"°ZJa  yot  thefe  School-Matters  who  is  oblig'd  to 
fall  and  drink  of  the  Juice  of  the  Plant  Cho- 
hobba.  That  turns  him  immediatly  to  Madnefs 
as  we  have  already  obferv'd.    He  then  rouls 
his  Eyes  about  after  a  frightful  Manner,  and 
being  a  little  come  to  himfclf,  takes  the  lick 
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Perfon  and  places  him  in  the  Midft  of  the 
Chamber  into  which  no  Body  is  permitted  to 
come  except  two  or  three  of  his  Friends.  He 
next  takes  three  or  four  Turns  round  the  C*f 
wjfgtte  fcrewing  his  Face  and  Mouth  into  a  thou- 
sand frightful  Contorfions,  beating  with  his 
Feet  and  Hands  as  if  he  were  diftra&ed. 
Then  he  blows  upon  the  Neck,  Forehead  and 
Temples  of  the  Patient.    Afterwards  fucks 
in  his  Breath,  and  rubs  the  Shoulders,  Thighs 
and  Legs  of  the  fick  Man.    Then  he  wrings 
his  Hands  and  runs  towards  the  Door  to 
drive  out,  if  he  can,  the  Malady  and  Venom 
that  has  taken  FolTeffion  of  the  dying  Perfon. 
He  makes  him  drink  moreover  the  Juices  of 
certain  Herbs,  which  purge  him,  and  he  for- 
bids him  to  eat  before  next  Morning.    If  he 
perceives  there's  any  Hopes  of  a  Cure,  he 
plays  all  the  fame  Tricks  over  again,  but  if 
he  defpairs  of  it,  he  fays  the  Cemfs  are  angry 
with  the  fick  Perfon,  and  will  not  permit 
him  to  live  any  longer  becaufe  he  has  fail'd 
in  his  Refped  to  them,  and  not  built  them  an 
Habitation  fine  enough.  If  it  be  a  Cacique 
that  dies,  his  Friends  inform  themfelves  whe- 
ther it  happened  thro'  the  Difpleafure  of  the 
Cem?s  or  the  Negligence  or  Ignorance  of  the 
Phyfician,  whether  he  has  fatted  as  he  ought 
to  have  done,  or  not  made  Ufe  of  good^J^ 
Remedies.    To  fucceed  in  this  Enquiry,  af*,w. 
ter  having   us'd  certain    Ceremonies  for  a 
whole  Night,  they  lay  themfelves  down  by 
the  dead  Perfon,  and,  they  fay,  he  reveals  to 
them  in  a  Dream,  what  has  been  the  true 
Occafion  of  his  Death.    It  has  fometimes 
coft  the  Phyfician  his  Life,  when  the  Dream 
has  not  been  favourable  to  him.  There  are 
Part    of    the    Superftittons     which  have 

been 
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been  impos'd  on  the  Inhabitants  of  Hifpa* 
niola  by  their  CemPs  and  Do&ors.  The  European 
Preachers  have,  however,  now  undecetv'd 
them  by  fliewing  the  Extravagances  of  thefe 
Fables  and  proving  evidently  that  they  have 
been  deceiv'd  by  the  Devil  who  is  the  Au- 
thor of  all  Evil.  , 
togsfim    All  has  been  here  faid  concerning  Bifpaniol/y 

tkfiLu-1*  taken  out  of  Don  Pedro->  a  Milanese  Mar- 
tions  btvctyfi  who  was  at  the  Court  of  the  King 
hen  taken  of  Spain  when  Chrifiopher  Columbus  made  the 

Difcovery  of  the  New   World,  in  1492. 

Giovanni  Battifta  Ramufio  has  inferted  it  in 

his  Third  Volume  printed  in  Italian  at  Venice 

in  166$. 

Thofe  that  are  dellrous  to  have  a  more 
compleat  Account  of  the  Rarities  which  are 
to  be  found  in  Hifpaniola  may  read  what  Don 
Fernando  Cortex  has  written  concerning  them 
in  four  ample  Relations.  The  Original  of 
the  firfl:  is  not  to  be  got.  It  feems  to  be 
that  which  the  Council  Royal  of  the  Indies 
caus'd  to  be  gather'd  together  at  the  Re-' 
queft  of  Pamphilo  Narvaez..  The  fecond  and 
third  have  been  printed  in  Spanijh  and  are 
become  very  fcarce.  The  fourth  was  printed 
in  Folio  in  1525.  An  Anonymous  Author 
has  tran Qated  them  all,  and  printed  them  in 
High  Dutch. 

Fedro  Savor gnano  has  tranflated  the  fecond" 
and  third  into  Latin,  which  were  printed  in. 
1532  as  Valerius  Taxandre  and  Abraham  Or- 
teUus  inform  us.  All  three  are  to  be  met 
with  \n  Latin  together  with  other  Works  printed 
in  Folio  in  1  532.  'Tis  probable  they  are  thofe 
Taxandre  fpcaks  of,  tho'  he  mentions  but  two. 
Juan  Hervagio  has  added  thcfe  two  Relations 
*h  the  New  World  of  Juan  de  Farvo,  Ramufio 

has 
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lias  tranflatcd  them  into  ^  Italian  as  well 
as  the  thiid  Relation  and  inferted  them  in 
his  third  Volume. 

Father  Tenbio  de  Motolinia,  a  Franciscan, 
has  colle&ed  Hiftorical  Memoirs  which  are 
yet  but  ManufcriptS.  Gabriel  La fo  de  la  Vega 
has  written  a  Poem  entitl'd  the  Generous  Cortez, 
printed  in  Quarto  in  i  $88.  He  corrected  it 
afterwards  and  added  a  thirteenth  Canto  to 
the  twelve  that  were  before  printed.  This 
laft  Edition  appear'd  under  the  Title  of  La 
Mexicana  in  OBavo  in  1594. 

There  is  a  Letter  of  Chrifiopher  Colum- 
bus written  from  Jamaica  the  7th  of  July 
1503,  where  he  made  his  lafl  Voyage,  of 
which  a  Relation  was  fent  to  their  Catho- 
lick  Majefties  printed  in  Quarto.  Altho'  Don 
Lorenz.0  Ramirez,  de  Prado  of  the  Council  of 
the  Indies,  pretends  to  keep  it  in  Manufcript  it 
is  neverthelefs  to  be  had  printed  in  the 
Bibliotheque  of  Don  Juan  de  Saldierna. 

There  is  alfo  another  Relation  of  the 
Voyages  of  Chrifiopher  Columbtts,  which  Americus 
Vefpucius  tranflated  into  Italian  and  printed  in 
his  New  World  t,  and  Juan  de  Prado  did  the 
like  in  Latin. 

Don  Fernand  Columbm  Son  of  Chrifiopher^ 
has  written  the  Life  and  Hiftory  of  his 
Father  and  his  Voyages.  Alonfo  de  Vlloa  has 
tranflated  it  into  Italian,  and  caus'd  it  to  be 
printed  in  OBavo  in  1571* 

Lorenzo  Gambora  has  compos'd  a  Poem  in 
Latin  Verfe  on  the  Navigations  of  Chrifiopher 
Columbm.  This  Poem  was  printed  in  Octavo- 
in  1 581. 

Another  Poem  of  Juan  BaptiTta  Stella,  en- 
titled La  Colombeida,  printed  in  Latin  Verfe  in 
Quarto  in  1589. 

Lopez, 
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Lopez  Felix  de  Vega,  has  compos'd  a  Car- 
medy  on  the  Difcovering  of  the  New  World 

by  Columbus. 

The  New  World  of  Giovanni  Tdmafo  EftiU 
lano  is  a  Poem  in  Tufcan,  which  contains  34 
Cant  oh  printed  in  Twelves  in  1628. 

Father  Bartbelemy  de  las  Cafas,  a  Domini- 
can,  Bifhop  of  Chiappa,  famous  for  his  Wri- 
tings among  Foreigners,  has  given  us  divers 
Tra&s  upon  .'different  Subje&s  in  the  Form 
of  Memoirs  concerning  the  Affairs  of  the 
New  World.  One  of  thefe  Tradts  bears  this 
Title,  Sixteen  Remedies  againfl  the  Pefi  which 
dtfhoys  the  Indies,  as  does  another  this  Title, 
A  jhort  Account  of  the  Deftruftion  of  the  In- 
dies. The  Liberty  this  Author  has  given 
himfelf  makes  him  belov'd  by  Strangers. 

Theodoras  de  Bry  has  tranflated  this  laftTraft 
into  Latin,  and  given  it  this  Title,  The  true 
Account  of  the  Countries  that  were  deflrofd  in 
the  Indies  by  the  Spaniards.  He  has  adorn'd 
his  Book  with  feveral  fine  Gutts  and  printed  it 
in  Quarto  in  1 598. 

Giovanni  Battifta  Ramufo  in  his  Preliminary 
Difcourfe  to  his  Third  Tome  which 
contains  the  Hiftory  of  the  Indies,  fays 
fpeaking  of  Signior  Gonzales  d*  Oviedo,  that 
he  had  compos'd  in  Three  Parts  a  General 
Hi'ftory  of  the  Indies,  but  that  he  has  only 
printed  the  Firfh  The  Second  con- 
tains the  Difcovery  of  Mexico  and  New 
Spate',-  and  the  Third  comprehends  the  Con- 
queft  "of  Peru.  Fdrnand  d'  Oviedo  came  on 
purpofe  from  Hifpaniola  to  Sevil  to  printthefe' 
Voyages,  adorn'd  with  above  400  Figures  of 
Animals,  Birds,  FiQi,  Trees,  Plants,  and  Stm- 
pies  unknown  to  the  Europeans.  The  Author 
printed   Only   the  Firft  Fart,  of  which  we 
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ftall  give  you  here  an  Abridgment.  Altho' 
this  Hiftory  treats  of  the  lame  Countries  and 
the  fame  Things  with  that  of  Don  Pedro 
the  Martyr,  of  which  we  have  already  given  ah 
Extrad,  yet  as  Travellers  have  different  Gouts 
and  Views,  their  Obfervations  may  be  fo 
likewife. 


CHAP.  XXIV. 

An  Abridgment  of  the  Natural  Hijtorj 
of  the  Weft-Indies,'  and 'what  was  found, 
there  mofi  remarkable  by  Fernand  cP 
Oviedo,  and  related  in  the  Conferences 
he  had  with  Charles  V. 

THE  Place, to  fet  ,  fail  from  for  the  In-  Route 
dies  is  commonly  Sevil  or  San  Jjucar miMan- 
where  the  River  Guadalquivir  flows  into  the     of  fad- 
Ocean.    They  fail  ftreight  for  the,  ^.^^ 
and  touch  either  at  Camera  or  Grand.  Cana~d-l£^ 
ria  to  take  in  frelh  Water,  Wood,  Cheefe, 
frefh  Provifioris  and  fuch  other  Things  as 
they  are  like  to.haVe  occafion  for  in  the 
Voyage.    This  fhOrt  Cut  is  made  common- 
ly in  eight  Days  for  it  is  not  above  250 
Leagues  Sail.    When  you  leave  the  Canaries  1 
you  will  be  at  leaft  five  and  twenty  Days  be- 
fore you  can  difcover  any  of  the  Iflands  that  lie 
before  Hiffaniola.  The  nrftyou  come  at  are 
the  Ifiands  of  Todos  Us  Santos,  Maria  Galan- 
f'W,  San  Domingo,  St.  Chriftoyher''$  and  Guada* 
loupe,  it  happens  fome  times  that  Ships  go  with- 
out feeing  any  of  thefe  Ifland.    They  then 
fte'er  ftreight  for  the  Ifland  of  St.  John,  thofe 
O  of 
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of  Hifpaniola,  Jamaica  or  Cuba  which  lie  far- 
ther off.  It  may  alfo  happen  that  they  may 
arrive  at  the  Terra  Firma  without  feeing 
any  of  thefe  Iflands,  which  is  occafion'd  by 
the  fmall  Experience  of  the  Pilots  for  when 
they  know  their  Bufinefs  they  always  touch 
at  fome  of  thefe  Iflands  the  neareft  of  which 
is  900  Leagues  or  thereabouts,  from  the 
Canaries.  From  thefe  firft  Iflands  to  Hifpa- 
molality  reckon  150  Leagues,  fo  that  that 
liland  mull  be  Diftant  from  Sevil  about  1300 
Leagues.  The  PafTage  from  Htfpaniola  to  the 
Terra  Firma  is  for  the  moft  part  performed 
111  feven  or  eight  Days.  One  may  %  in 
general  that  the  whole  Ifland  of  Hifpaniola 
is  exceeding  fertil  and  that  if  it  were  poflefs'd 
by  one  Sovereign,  he  would  foon  be  richer 
and  more  powerful  then  a  King  of  Sicily  or 
Cyprus.  0  J 

iTtl    Bef°re  th?  EuroF*»*  "me  thither  there 
brj££   ™ere  no  Animals  to  be  found  there  of  four 
/™*SpainF5et,except  two  forts  of  little  Rabbits,  one 
of  which  the  Iflanders  call'd  in  their  Lan- 
guage Vtias,  and  the  other  Cons.  What- 
ever four  footed  Beafts  are  there  now  be- 
Mes  thefe  have   been  brought  from  Spain. 
They  have  multiply7 d  exceedingly  efpecially 
Bulls  and  Cows ;  fome  of  the  Inhabitants 
ftave  at  leafl:  2000  to  their  fhare.    'Tis  true 
there  are  not  better  Paftures  in  all  the  World, 
clearer  or  fcfter  Water,  nor  a  more  pure  or 
temperate  Air.    Animals  there  are  never  lean, 
nor  of  a  bad  Taft.    The  Fertility  of  the 
Country ^  and  the  great  Abundance  of  all 
Neceflaries  that  is  to  be  found  there  has 
t>tfcripti-r?Wrt  the  Inhabitants  very  rich  and  flou- 
«*  0/ Sannfliing,  and  it  is  no  Rhodomomade  to  fay 
Domingo  that  Sm$  Domttgo^  is  to  the  full  as  rich  as 

Bar- 
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Barcelona.    The  Streets  are  all  large,  ftrafc 
and  laid  out  by  Line,  and  the  Sea  wafhes 
the  City-Walls.    The  Church  of  St.  JDomimck 
is  magnificently  built  of  a  fair  Stone  or  fat 
Earth,  and  fo  well  put  together  that  nothing 
could  be  better  fancy'd.    On  the  other  Side 
of  the  City  the  River  Oiama  wafties  the  In- 
habitants Houfes  and  forms  a  vaft  Port  lnjtsFort. 
which  Ships   of  the  greateft  Burden  may 
ride,  and  which  come  and  unlade  even  at 
the  Burghers  Doors.    'Tis  rare  to  find  any 
other  Port  fo  commodious  for  lading  and  un- 
lading of  Merchandifes.  natives  of 
The  Houfes  of  this  City  are  built  wifh™^ 
fo  great  Neatnefs,  that  hardly  any  LordsoIa. 
in  CajtUe  lodges  better  than  the  common 
Citizens  do  here.    The  Natives  of  Hifvaniola 
are  naturally  lefler  in  fize  than  thofe  of  I 
Europe,    They  have  large  Foreheads,  black 
Hair  and  very  long,  no  Beards,  nor  any 
other  Hair  about  their  Bodies  any  more 
than  Women  have ;  their  Colour  is  light 
Brown.   They  go  all  naked   except  their 
Privy  Parts  but  which  they  cover  fo  (lightly 
that  one  may  eafily  fee  what  Sex  they  are 
of.   They  have  but  one  Wife,  and  they  marry 
neither  their  Daughters  nor  their  Sifters  but 
cbntrad  in  all  other  Degrees.    They  eat  two 
forts  of  Bread,  one  made  of  Maiz>,  a  Grain 
like  'Millet,  and  the  other  of  Caffave,  which 
is  a  fort  of   Root.    The  Places  where 
Wood  grtfws  are  more  proper  foV  Tillage  places  pro* 
than  where  Grafs,  for  they  grub  up  theperforTiU 
Roots  of  Wood  and  fow  Matz.  there.  Thefe^ 
Roots  with  the  Wood  they  burn  upon  the 
Ground  and  the  Alhes,  render  it  fertil  by  fat- 
tening it.  Anhdlan  takes  aStakeof  aMans  height 
and  pitches  it  into  the  Ground  with  all  his 
O  2.  force 
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Mxmier  o/force,  then  pulling  it  out  puts  five  or  ffc 
owwg.    Grains  of  Maiz.  into  the  Hole  and  covers 
it.    A  Foot  from  thence  he  makes  another 
Hole,   and  fo  continues  to  do  till  all  the 
Time  of  Fiel(i  is  f°wn-    Their  Harveft  is  about  four 
mrveft-  Months  after,  and  in  fome  Places  in  Three. 
When  the  Grain  begins  to  grow  ripe  they 
are  oblig'd  to  look  after  it  for  fear  of  the 
Parrots  that  fvvarm  in  this  Country.  Chil- 
dren have  the  Charge  of  driving  them  away, 
for  which  purpofe  they  plant  themfelves  in 
little  Huts  made  of  Reeds  on  the  Tops  of 
Trees,  and  bawl  out  inceflantly  which  frigh- 
tens the  Birds. 
"Maiz  it-    The  Stalk  of  this  Maiz,  is  commonly  the 
■fcrib'd.    Height  of  a  Man,  the  Ear  of  the  Length  of  ones 
little  Finger,  and  the  Leaf  much  like  thofe 
!      of  our  Reeds  in  Europe^  but  larger  and  more 
flexible.  Every  Stalk  has  a  Bunch,  in  which  are 
3  or  400  Grains.    Every  Bunch  is  enclos'd 
with  two  or  three  Coats  one  upon  another, 
which  cover  the  Grain  and  fecure  it  from 
the  Wind  and  Sun.    The  Natives  roaft  this 
Mivmr  of  Majz,  and  eat  it  without  more  ado.  When 
Ufiiig  it.  it  is  young  and  tender  they  do  not  roaft 
it,  but  eat  it  as  it  is-.    The  Europeans  give 
this  Grain   to  their  Horfes  and  Beafts  of 
Burden.    They  that  have  a  mind  to  make 
Bread  of  it  pound  it  with  all  their  Force 
in  a  Stone-Mortar,  and  throwing  in  Water 
by  little  and  little  make  a  Pafte,  which  they 
wrap  up  in  the  Leaf  of  an  Herb  prepar'd  for 
that  purpofe,  then  laying  it  on  the  Coals 
it  bakes  and  grows  hard,    and  at  length 
becomes  very  white  Bread.    This  Bread  muft 
be  eat  very  hot,  for  as  foon  as  it  cools  it 
lofes  its  Taft,  and  turns  dry  and  harfh,  fo 
that  one  is  at  no  fmall  Trouble  to  chew  it. 

this' 
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This  Bread  will  not  keep  but  becomes 
mouldy  in  three  or  four  Days,  and  is  fit 
for  nothing  but  to  be  thrown  away. 

The  Cafave  is  the  Root  of  a  Plant  which  ^/g^ 
the  Indians  call  Juca.    It  moots  out  of  the  ^ 
Earth  to  the  Height  of  a  Man.    Its  Leaf 
is  about  as  large  as  ones  Hand,  and  fome- 
what  refembles  that  of  Hemp.    The  manner  Howpltm- 
of  Planting  it  is  by  putting  thefe  Stalks  into"*, 
little  Hills  rais'd  at  an  equal  Diftance  from 
each  other,  and  plac'd  in  a  Line  as  we  plant 
our  Vines  in  Europe.    The  Root  only  is  va-^w  »A  ^ 
luable,  and  refembles  large  Carrots  red  with- 
out and  white  within.    They  fcrape  them  to 
make  Bread,   and  afterwards  pound  thofe 
Scrapings  and  put  them  into  a  Sort  of  Bag 
made  of  Palm-Leaves,  which  they  twift  found  - 
ly  to  get  out  the  juice,  as  we  do  pounded 
Almonds  to  get  the  Milk.    This  Juice  of  the 
Cafave  is  mortal,  no  Poifon  is  more  dange- Mot*j 
rous  or  violent.    A  Glafs  of  it  will  be  fure  to  *Vteh 
kill  a  Man  upon  the  Spot.    What  remains 
of  the  Cafave  after  it  has  been  well  fqueez'd 
they  make  Bread  of.    They  put  it  into  an 
Earthen  Platter  of  fuch  Bignefs  as  they  have 
a  mind   to  give  the  Loaf,   and  the  Pafte 
foon  grows  hard  being  fet  near  the  Fire, 
after  which  they  expofe  it  likewife  to  the 
Sun.    What  is  remarkable  is  that  this  Juice 
of  Cafave,  which  is  naturally  a  dangerous 
Poifon,  being  boil'd  fometimes,  and  after- 
wards fet  in  the  Air  for  certain  Days,  turns 
fo  mild  that  it  changes  into  a  pleafant  fort^^ 
of  Honey,  which  the  Indians  make  ufe  of  in^ 
their  Ragouts.    But  what  is  yet  more  diffi- 
cult to  believe  unlefs  one  has  feen  it,  is 
that  this  very  fame  Honey  being  boil'd  a- 
gain  and  expos'd  anew  to  the  Air,  turns. 
*   •  •  O  a  sfFe&u- 
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effe&ually  to  Vinegar,  which  may  be  made* 
ufe  of  without  any  manner  of  Danger.  The 
Bread  made  of  Cajfave  will  keep  a  Year  and 
more,  and  may  be  tranfported  any  where 
without  fear  of  its  Corrupting.  It  is  for 
this  Reafon  reckon'd  a  good  Provifion  for 
Ships  j  but  then  it  muft  be  preferv'd  from 
all  manner  of  Moifture.  It  fometimes  hap- 
pens that  Caciques,  and  other  confiderable 
Men  among  the  Indians,  being  weary  of 
living,  murther  themfelves  in  a  Company  by 
drinking  the  Juice  of  this  Plant.  Before 
they  proceed  to  drink  they  lay  before  their 
Friends  and  Relations  the  Reafons  that  in- 
duc'd  them  to  fo  barbarous  a  Refolucion, 
and  they  commend  them  for  it,  and  to  tefti- 
fy  their  Friendship  for  them  take  each  a 
Glafs  of  the  fame  Juice  and  die  with  them, 
without  its  being  in  the  Power  of  any  Re^ 
medy  to  afford  them  an  Antidote. 
Serpents  One  of  the  fineft  Ragouts  among  the  In- 
rohich  the  dians  is  made  of  certain  Serpents  of  an  Am- 
Pn^ous  Mature,  f°r  tn^y'  are  to  be  found 
gouts  of\  ~  *n  t^ie  Water,  on  tne  Ground,  or  upon 
Trees.  Their  Figure  has  fomething  fright- 
ful in  it,  altho'  they  are  not  larger  than 
Rabbets.  They  have  Lizard's  Tails.  There 
are  of  them  white,  red,  and  of  other  Co- 
lours. They  have  Prickles  upon  their  Backs 
fticking  up  like  thofe  of  certain  Fifh.  Their 
Teeth  are  fnarp  and  pointed  like  Dogs. 
Their  Snouts  are  long  with  Whsikers.  They 
are  Dumb,  for  they  are  never  heard  to 
cry,  nor  fo  much  as  hifs,  which  is  the  Pro- 
perty of  other  Serpents.  They  fuffer  them- 
felves to  be  taken  and  bound  without  do- 
ing any  Mifchief.  They  can  fubfift  fifteen 
or  twenty  Days  without  eating  or  drinking. 

Their 
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Their  Forefeet  are  long  as    ones  Finger 
with    Birds    Claws  ,    which    being  fofc 
are  little  capable  of  Grafping.   Few  People 
would   have  the  Courage  to  eat  of  thefe 
Animals  if  they  did  but  fee  them  firft,  tho' 
to   fpeak   Truth  they  have   an  excellent 
Relift.    It  has  been  obferv'd  that  the  Flefh 
of  thefe  Creatures  was  very  bad  for  fuch  as  Badfortbs 
have  labour'd  under  the  Venerial  Difeafe,  Venerial 
and  altho'  they  have  been  cur'd  for  fome^/to^ 
time  it  renews  their  Diftemper. 

In  the  Iflands  of  Cuba,  St.  John,  Jamaica 
and  Hiffaniola  there  were  no  Four-footed 
Beafts  before  the  Spaniards  brought  them 
thither,  but  now  they  abound  in  great  Num- 
bers.   There  are  in  the  llland  of  Cuhk  zTsrtriiga 
fort  of  Partridges  very  fmall  but  which  in- 
finitely furpafs  in  Favour   ours  of  Europe. 
They  are  eafie  to  be  taken  and  may  be  made 
Tame  in  four  Days.    What  is  greatly  to 
be  wondred  at,  there  are  in  this  Ifland  a 
fort  of  natural  Bullets' of  a  very  hard  fmooth  KmrA 
Stone,  and  of  divers  fizes  which  are  found  BuIiet^ 
in  a  large  Plain  between  two  Mountains. 
Thefe  Stones  eafily  fit  all  Bores  of  Muskets 
and  Cannons.   They  feem  either  a  Mineral 
or  a  Flint.    By  digging  a  little  you  jind  as 
many  as  you  pleafe  of  them.    There  is  ano- 
ther thing  very  remarkable  in  this  Ifland,  BiMimen 
and  that  is  a  fort  of  Bitumen,  or  fuch  like 
Liquor  which  rouls  down  from  a  Mountain 
and  is  very  proper  to  Tar  Ships  withahY 
This  Tar,  Pitch,  or  what  yod  pleafe,  fwim§ 
upon  the  Sea  on  that  fide  where  the  Wind 
drives  it  or  the  Current  carries  it,  and  may 
be  taken  up  in  great  Quantities.  Quintus 
Curtius  tells  you  Alexander  the  Great  found  in 
his  Expedition  to  the  £aft-tedies  a  Urge  Ca- 
94  vera 
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vern  fill'd  with  Bitumen,  and  it  may  be  'twas 
with  this  Pitch  that  the  Walls  of  Babylon 
were  cimented. 
Indian  '  The/W/*«  hunt  wildGeefe  with  a  great  deal 
m>wer  of0{  Addrefs.    Thefe  Geefe  coming  upon  the 
takin^wiid  Lakes  of  the  Ifland  in  van:  Flights  the  Na- 
fives  put  a  great  Number  of  Pitchers  into 
the  Water  which  fwim  on  all  Sides  as  the 
Wind  drives  them.    This  odd  Sight  at  firft 
frightens  the  Geefe,  who  immediatly  fly  a- 
way  but  at  length,  being  us'd  to  it,  return 
to  the  Lake.  When  they  begin  to  be  pretty 
Tame  the  Indians  put  their  Heads  up  to  the 
Shoulders  into  fome  of  thefe  Pitchers  and 
fwmi  towards  that  fide  where  the  wildFowl  are, 
when  coming  upon  them  unawares  they  pull 
them  by  the  Legs  into  the  Water  and  drown'd 
them.   This  done  they  ftick  them  in  their 
Girdles,  and  continue  fo  to  do  till  they  have 
a  fufficient  Load,  when  they  return  to  Land 
again  with  what  they,  have  got.    The  Birds 
accuftonfd  to  fee  thefe  Pitchers  are  not  a- 
fraid  of  them  and  confequently  remain  quiet 
upon  the  Water  without  perceiving  the  Snare. 
You  muft  remember  the  Indians  fwim  with 
the  fame  facility  and  fwiftnefs  that  Fifh  do. 
Jparticu-The  Europeans  arriving  in  thefe  Iflands  were 
UrDiftm ami&ed  with  an  extraordinary  Malady.  A 
|K£      fort  of  Animal  much  lefs  than  a  Flea,  bred 
in  the  Soles  of  the  Feet  between  the  Skin 
and  Flelh.  This  rais'd  a  Blifter  which  was 
loon  filPd  with  Nitts  and  which  being  neg- 
lected to  be  cleans'd  the  Blifter  encreas'd  in 
fuch  Manner  that  it  became  incurable  and 
many    have  loft  the  Ufe  of  their  Feet 
by  it, 
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CHAP.  XXV. 

Of  the  moft  remarkable  Things  to  be  found 
on  the  Terra  Firraa  of  the  New  World. 

THE  Indians  of  the  Terra  Firma  are  taller  Indians  of 
and  better  made  than   thofe  of  the'*e  Tcr- 
Iflands,  and  there  are  fome  among  them  of ra  ma* 
very  good  Miens.    On  the  Coaft  of  Panama 
and  other  Coafts  the  Sea  decreafes  fo  pro- 
digioufly,  that  you  lofe  Sight  of  it  without 
being  able  to  difcover  whither  it  retires. 
It  fwells  in  Proportion  when  the  Waters 
return. to  their  Shores.    What   is  mcon- ExtrdQfm 
ceivable  is  that  in  fo  fhort  a  Space  as  20  dinary 
fmall  Leagues,  which  there  are  only   be- Flux  and 
tween  the  North   and   South  Seas,  there  %Sfiux* 
ihould  be  fo    great  a  Difference  between 
the  Flux  and  Reflux,  that  one  would  be 
tempted  to  imagine  they  were  not  the  fame 
Sea. 

The  Difference  between  the  Lands  and  Continual 
Poffeflions  caufe  continual  Wars  among  thenars-  and 
Indians.    They  that  have  leaft  are  continu-*^.^/™ 
ally  endeavouring  to  difpoffefs   thofe  that0-'*'* 
have  more.    They  make  Slaves  of  all  they 
become  Matters  of,  and  fet  Seals  upon  their 
Chains,  as  moft  Perfons  of  Quality  in  Europe 
do  their  Coats  of  Arms  on  their  Blach  Col- 
lars.   Some  Lords  pull  out  one  of  the  fore 
Teeth  of  their  Slaves  to  diftinguifh  them  by 
that  Mark'.'  The  Cambals  that  inhabit  along  Cuftoms of 
the  Coaft  of  Carthagena  make  no  Slaves  ths  Cani- 
they  eat  all  they  take  both  Men  and  Wo-bals* 
men.   They  give  Quarter  neither  to  Stran- 
gers 
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gets  nor  their  Enemies.  They  preferve  fome 
Women  indeed  for  their  domeftick  Services 
and  Children  to  make  Soldiers  of,  but  the 
greateft  Part  they  devour.  They  geld  the 
Children  of  Foreigners  to  make  them  grow 
fat  and  render  them  more  delicious  Food, 
as  we  do  Capons  in  Europe.  That  they  may 
make  them  mffre  frightful  in  War  they  are 
accuftom'd  to  paint  their  Faces  black  and 
red. 

Tequinas    xhey  have  amoflg  them  certain  Religious 
People  whom  they  call  Tequinas,  and  to  whom 
they  pay  the  greateft  Refped.    Thefe  Te- 
quinas  confult  the  Devil  about  all  Affairs  of 
State,  as  whether  they  (hall  go  to  War  or 
not,  and  at  what  Time,  to  which,  the  Devil 
being  an  old  Aftrologer,  often   gives  fuch 
Anfwers  as  prove  proper,  which  the  Tequinas 
immediatly  make  a  Report  of  to  the  Peo- 
ple.   The  Indians    deceiv'd  by  thefe  Pre- 
dictions, fee  the  Effeft  of  all  thefe  Things 
that  had   been  foretold  them  for  a  long 
while  before  they  happen,  which  enclines 
Human    them  eafily  to  believe  the  reft.    There  are 
fiejh fieri- certain  Provinces  where  human  Flefh  is  of* 
fcL      fer'd  in  Sacrifice  to  thefe  Demons,  but  in 
fome  they  content  themfelves  to  burn  Incenfe 
and  fweet  Odours  to  them. 
Religion      If    it  happens    the    Succefs  does  not 
cf  the  In-  anfwer  the  Pjedi&ions  of  the  Tequina,  he  im- 
dians.     pudently  tells  the  People  God  has  chang'd 
his  Mind,  and  is  not  afham'd  to  impofe  on 
poor  Ignorants  in  the  grofteft  Manner-  They 
pay  their  principal  Devotions  to  the  Sun 
and  Moon,  but  they  likevvife  look  upon  their 
Caciques  as  vifible  Gods.    They  pay  them 
all  imaginable  Refped  and  do  them  all  the 
Service  within  their  Power.    When  any  Ca- 
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time  comes  to  die,  his  chief  Servants  both 
Men  and  Women  kill  themfelves  to  accom- 
pany and  ferve  him  in  the  other  World. 
It  is  a  common  Error  among  thefe  Wretches, 
that  thofe  who  make  away  with  themfelves 
for  the  fake  of  their  Cacique  go  with  them 
direftly  to  HeaVen,  to  do  them  the  fame 
Services  they  did  when  here  upon  Earth, 
whereas  if  they  mould  die  natural  Deaths, 
they  think  they  mould  not  be  fo  certain 
of  fuch  Happinefs.  They  believe  alf^hat 
the  Souls  of  thofe  that  have  not  the  Cou- 
rage to  kill  themfelves,  die  with  their  Bodies 
like  thofe  of  other  Indians  that  have  not  the 
Honour  to  belong  to  the  Caeiques.  Before  they 
make  away  with  themfelves,  they  have  the 
Precaution  to  bury  in  the  Ground  a  certain 
Quantity  of  Maiz.  and  other  Provifions  to 
fubfift  them  in  the  other  World,  or  to  fow 
fome  Grain  if  by  chance  they  happen  to 
want  Maiz.  in  that  Country. 

Upon  the  Sea  Coafts  the  Indians  compofe^  ^ 
a  Poyfon  of  certain  odoriferous  Apples,  Ants,/^* 
Scorpions  and  other  venemous  Infeds  poun-^  M- 
ded  together,  of  all  .which  they  make  a  kindrww- 
of  black  Pitch  with  which  they  rub  their 
Arrows  when  they  go  out  to  fight.  Thofe 
that  are  wounded  with  thefe  Arrows  imme- 
diately die  mad.    They  throw  themfelves 
on   the  Ground,  bite  their    Flefh,  and 
tear  it  to  Pieces,  without  its   being  pof-  D  f 
fible  to  cure  them.   There  are  Diitmctions 
and  Degrees  of  Honour  among  the  Indians  mng  thsm 
as  with  us  in  Europe.    Thofe  they  call  Ca- 
bras  are  a  Sort  of  Knights  or  Gentlemen. 
They  merit  that  Title  by  having  perform'd 
fome  eminent  Adion  in  War,  or  by  receiv- 
es fome  honourable  Wound,  Thefe  Cobras 
0  have 
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have  Command  over  the  reft;  they  have 
Lands  and  Women  given  them  as  a  Re- 
ward ;  they  are  diftinguiftYd  by  the  People; 
their  Children  fucceed  to  their  Honour  and 
like  them  are  oblig'd  to  go  to  the  Wars: 
Their  Wives  over  and  above  their  com- 
mon Names,  are  ftil'd  Efpanes,  which  is  as 
much  as  to?  fay  Ladies.    This  is  likewife  the 
Tltle  which  the  Cacl9ies  Ladies  have. 
hl  Lu    *lik  h  the  c°mmon  Food  of  the  Indians, 
in %Z "  "whicFmakes  them  live  upon  the  Sea  Coafts 
or  the  Banks  of  Rivers  where  they  can  fifh 
commodioufly.    They  prefer  Fifh  to  Flefh 
wr;w»     aild  Venifon-    They  neverthelefs  kill  wild 
rSrBoarS  and  StaSs  whofe  Flefh  they  eat.  They 
*  '  take  them  in  Nets  or  kill  them  with  Ar- 
rows or  Clubs.    They  take  off  their  Hair 
and  Skins  with  fliarp  Stones.  They  cut  them 
into  Quarters  and  roaft  them  the  fame  Day, 
for  they  would  ftink  if  they  kept  them  any 

TorrM   longer  by  reafon  of  the  Heat  of  the  Climate. 
ZoncL         Ancients  imagin'd  the  Torrid  Zone  was 
hmbk.\   unnabitable,  and  that  Men  could  not  under- 
'   go  the  extream  Heats  that  reign  near  the 
EquinoEtial  Line  ;  but  altho'  the  Earth  be  ex- 
tream hot  when  one  digs  a  little,  yet  on  the 
fuperficies  it  is  frefii  and  moift  by  Reafon  of 
the  Rains  that  fall  here  continually,  without 
mentioning  the  Torrents,  Rivers,  Fountains 
and  Marfhes  wherewith  this  Country  abounds. 
The  Dews  of  the  Night  contribute  like- 
wife  towards  tempering  the  Heats  of  the 
Day. 

Wives.  Caciclues  and  Chief  among  the  Indians 

take  as  many  Wives  as  they  pleafe,  but 
always  of  their  own  Nation,  thofe  of  other 
Countries,  and  that  fpeak  another  Language 
being  ftri&ly  forbid  them.   The  Eldeft  Male 
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is  preemptive  Heir  to  his  Father's  Dominions \He\n  mi 
By  default  of  Males  the  Daughters  fucceed,^/V#*' 
and  become  likewife  Caciques  after  their  Fa- 
ther's Death.    They  commonly  Marry  the 
moft   confiderable  of  their  Vaflals.    If  tn,e 
Eld  eft  of  the  Children  has  Daughters  only 
and  no  Sons,  they  mall  not  fucceed  but  the 
Male  Children  of  the  fecond  Daughter.  Perfons 
of  a  meaner  Condition  take  only  one  Wife,/>nww.' 
but  they  fometimes  put  her  away  to  take 
another  that  they  fancy  more.    This  however 
feldoin  happens.    The  mutual  Confent  of 
both  Parties,  or  of  but  one,  fuffices  for  a 
Divorce  which  is  generally  made  ufe  of  when  Womn  $f 
there  are  no  Children.    Women  of  elevated  guMy. 
Conditions  make  nothing  of  defpenfing  their 
favours  liberally,  giving  for  reafon  that  fuch 
as   they   ought  never  to  refufe  any  thing 
that  is  ask'd  of  them  j  but  then  they  do 
not  proftitute  themfelves  to  poor  Wretches, 
or  fuch  as  are  below  them.    They  look  up- 
on all  the  Europeans  as  illuftrious  Perfonages 
altho'  they  are  not  ignorant  of  the  diffe- 
rent Degrees  among  us.    They  have  ever 
a  great  Regard  and  Refpeci  for  fuch  as  have 
any  Poll  or  Command,  and  they  always  e- 
fteem  themfelves    greatly  for    being  be- 
lov'd  by  them.   After  they  have  once  had 
any  Commerce  of  this  Kind  with  any  Chri- Faithful 
ftian,  they  obferve  the  greateft  Fidelity  to-to  tk  Eu- 
wards  him,  providing  he  does  not  abfent  roPeans* 
himfelf  long  from  them,  nor  go  a  great 
way  off. 

The  Cacique  that  fucceeds  in  the  G  OVCni-  Honour  a- 
ment  always  buries  honourably  in  bis  own^  BumU 
Houfe  all  thofe  that  had  the  Generofity  to 
accompany  his  Father  to  the  other  World. 
It  is  a  Cuftom  to  bury  with  them  great 
"  Quail- 
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Quantities  of  Gold  and  Pearls,  together  with 
fuch  Inftruments  as  they  made  ufe  of  while 
alive,  that  they  may  likewife  have  them  to  ufe 
them  in  the  other  World.    When  any  one 
goes  about  to  prove  to  them  the  Ridicu- 
loufnefs   of  their   Superftitions,  and  that 
whatever  they  bury  in  the  Ground  does  but 
mould  and  rot  there,  they  anfwer  ftupidly 
that  the"  Dead  have  occafion  for  thofe  things, 
and  therefore  they  thought  fit  to  furnifti 
them  with  them.    All   the  Arguments  in 
the  World  to  difTwade  them  from  their  Er- 
rors fignify  nothing,  they  ftill  perfift  in  their 
Frightful  own  Way.    All  the  Figures  they  have  of 
Figures  of  the  Devil  are  frightful,  with  Horns  and 
theDivl1-  Dragons  Tails.    They  likewife  believe  that 
the  Devil  is  the  Caufe  of   the  Hurricanes 
that  wafte  the  Indies  in  a  flrange  Manner, 
for  they  overthrow  entire  Towns,  pull  down 
Popijh Fic-Y2Lft  Trees  from  the  Mountains,  and  hurry 
tion.      them   away  with  fuch  Violence,  that  no 
Force  is  able  to  refill  it.    It  has  been  ob- 
ferv'd  that  in  the  Places  where  the  Holy  Sa- 
crament lies  the  Hurricanes  have  never  come, 
which  may  convert  all  thofe  that  are  doubt- 
ful of  the  Corf  oral  Pre  fence. 
Ceremo-    The  Ceremonies  the    Indians  obferve  at 
riesatob-thz  Obfequies  of  their  Caciques  are  extraor- 
fequics.    dinary  enough.    They  lay  the  Body  upon  a 
large  Board  or  Stone,   about  which  they 
light  Fires  to    heat  the  Carcafs,   till  fuch 
Time  as  the  Gieace  and  Humours  diftil 
thro'  the  Pores  and  under  the  Nails,  and 
the  Flefh  is  fo  dried  that  it  cleaves  to  the 
Bones.    When  it  is  brought  to  this  Pafs, 
they  place  the  Body  in  a  feparate  Appartment, 
where  the  Bodies  of  their  Anceftors  all  are^ 
and  which  have  been  dried  after  the  fame 

Mannqp. 
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Manner.  Thus  may  be  feen  at  one  View 
the  whole  Generation  of  Caciques  that  have 
govern'd  a  State.  If  any  Cacique  happens  to 
lie  in  a  Battel,  either  by  Land  or  Sea,  and 
it  is  impoffible  to  come  at  his  Body  to  de- 
pofit  it  artfong  his  Anceftors,  then  is  a  void 
Space  left  to  preferve  the  Memory  of  fuch 
Cacique,  and  his  Children  take  Care  to  have 
fuch  Verfes  made  as  may  defcribe  the  Caufe 
and  Manner  of  his  Death,  which  are  very 
folemnly  fung  upon  fuch  Occafion.  Both 
Men  and  Women  afiemble  together  to  re- 
cite thefe  Verfes,  preceded  by  one  who  ve- 
ry gravely  leads  up  the  ProcelTion.  He  re- 
peats with  a  low  Voice  what  the  others 
roar  out,  accomodating  as  well  as  may  be 
their  Steps  to  the  Song.  This  Solemnity 
tafts  four  or  five  Hours,  and  fometimes  a 
whole  Day.  Whilft  they  are  finging,  Care 
is  taken  to  give  them  Drink  from  Time  to 
Time,  which  is  a  Sort  of  Wine  delicious 
pnough,  fo  that  the  Singers  oftentimes  be- 
come fuddl'd  before  they  have  done.  They 
relate  after  what  Manner  all  their  Caciques 
died  and  they  intermix  with  their  Relations 
a  thoufand  Extravagancies,  fuch  as  their  Fan- 
cies fuggeft  to  them. 

To  make  the  Wine  they  drink  they  take  Maiz- 
Grains  of  Maiz.,  and  throwing  them  into  Wine. 
Water  -  let  them  lie  there  till  they  grow 
foft  and  fwel].  Then  they  boil  thefe  Grains 
with  the  Water,  and  after  having  let  them 
boil  for  fome  time  they  take  them  off  the 
Fire  and  fet  them  by  till  next  Morning. 
This  Drink  is  in  its  Perfe&ion  the  third  or 
fourth  Day,  but  from  the  fifth  it  begins  to 
turn  fower,  for  which  reafon  they  make  on- 
ly as  much  as  they  can  drink  in  three  or 
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four  Days.    It  is  much  better  than  Cider  or 
Beer,  and  tis  what  makes  the  Indians  fat, 
and  preferves  their  Health.    Mofl;  of  the 
mm  and  Indian  Huts  are  round-  and  built   like  a 
Mrmwre.paviiylon  with    a  yery  hafd  ^  &f  Woodt 

They  are  hung  all  about  with  Cane  Mats 
wove  with  certain  Strings  that  Rang  from 
Trees  which  they  render  as  flexible  as  they 
pleafe.    The  Europeans  add  Balconies  and  o- 
ther  Conveniencies  to   thefe  Houfes,  and 
lodge  very  pleafan'tly  and  neatly.    Thefe  Ha- 
bitations for  the  mofl:  part  are  in  the  Val^ 
lies  or  along  Rivers,  where  are  to  be  found 
the  greateft  Abundance  of  Provifions.  Their 
Beds  are  rais'd  from  the  Ground  about  four 
or  five  Feet,  the  better  to  fecure  them  from 
the  Infults  of  Beafh  and  Infe&s,  and  in  cold 
Countries  they  have  a  Pan  of  Coles  fet  under 
their  Beds  to  warm  them. 
Great      The  Indians  of  both  Sexes  are  naturally 
Jwwwer/.-great  Swimmers  v  they  are  no  fooner  born 
than  thay  are  brought  acquainted  with  the 

TbidScvh^V'     Thfir  SCUllS  aTe  f0Ur  timeS  aS  thick' 

mand  larger  than  ours  in  Europe,  f0  that  when 
we  attack  them  in  Battel  it  is  not  their' 
Heads  we  muft  aim  at.  They  are  Sword- 
Proof,  and  will  foon  break  a  Blade  to  pieces.1 
When  they  find  themielves  over-ftock'd  with 
l^r  man-  Blood,  they  pierce  the  Veins  of  their  Handsv 

^BM*?d^\™h  l\%  Poil*  of  *  top  Stone, 
the  Tooth  or  a  Viper,  or  a  fort  of  Needle 
made  of  Cane.    'Tis  rare  to  fee  any  Indians 
mh,r  r  Beards,  or  Hair  in  any  part  of  their 

(hms.  Bodies*  They  are  accuftom'd  to  paint  their 
Skins,  and  their  Favourite-Colour  is  Black, 
but  they  lay  none  upon  their  Faces  except 
if  be  on  thofe  of  Slaves  which  is  a  Mark 
that  diftinguilhes  them  from  Free-Men.  Be- 
fore' 
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fore  they  begin  to  fight  they  found  a  Charge 
with  certain  Horns  which  make  a  great 
Noife.  They  have  h'kewife  Drums  which 
they  ftrike  only  on  one  Side  like  Tabres. 
They  wear  Plumes  of  Feathers  of  all  Colours, 
which  have  a  Very  agreeable  Effect.  They 
have  upon  their  Breafts  great  Plates  of  Gold 
rather  for  Ornament  than  Defence.  They 
wear  like  wife  Bracelets,  for  altho'  the  In- 
dian} are  but  very  ill  equip'd  at  other  Times, 
tfiey  are  refolv'd  to  be  magnificent  ia  War* 
"Thefe  Bracelets  are  intermix'd  with  Gold 
and  Pearl.  They  cover  their  Arms  witri 
them  from  the  Elbow  to  the  Hand,  and  their 
Legs  from  their  Knees  to  their  Ancles.  Wo- 
men are  very  curious  about  thele  Orna- 
ments. They  wear  moreover  Gold  Rings 
in  their  Ears  and  Nofes,,  to  the  latter  of 
which  they  hang  large  Pearls  that  bob  aga'inft 
their  Lips. 

The  Male  Indians  cut  their  Hair,  but  the 
Female  let  it  hang  about  their  Shoulders. 
Thefe  wave  their  Eyebrows  with  fharp 
Stones.  Thofe  that  are  molt  confidera^ 
ble  fet  themfelves  oft  with  Necklaces 
made  of  Pieces  of  Gold  faften'd  together 
with  Cotton  Strings.  Women  of  Fafhtori 
follow  their  Husbands  to  the  Wars.  When 
they  happen  to  be  Caciques  or  GovemelTeSf^fe- 
of  a  Country,  they  command  their  Troops ''Generals* 
themfelves,  and  do  the  Office  of  a  General. 
All  Caciques  whether  Men  or  Women,  have 
Twelve  of  the  Stouteft  and  Stronger!:  of  their 
Subjects  to  follow  and  carry  them  in  Lit- 
ters. When  Two  are  weary  another  two 
relieve  them  with  fa  great  Addrefs  and 
Agility,  that  the  Litter  never  ftands^ftill  till 
It  fcomes  to  its  journeys  Ead,  In  this  Man- 
F  act 
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ner  they  will  travel  fifteen  or  twenty  Leagues' 
a  D3y,  efpecially  if  the  Army  march  thro' 
Plains. 

 !  _  —  r  1 

CHAP..  XXVI. 

The   different  KJnds  of  Animals    to  be 
found  in  -the  Indies. 

fadian7^TpHE,  Ancients  affirm'd  the  T^re  was  the 
gres.  X  fwifteft  of  all  Terreftrial  Animals,  he 
has  feme  Refemblance  with  a  Lion  in  his 
Head.  His  Skin  is  all  over  fpotted  with 
Red,  which  Spots  begin  to  grow  lefler  un- 
der his  Belly  and*  on  his  Legs.  His  Teeth 
and  Claws  are.  terrible,  and  his  Wildnefs 
equals  that  of  the  fierceft  Lion.  He  fre- 
quently devours  the  Indians  and  commits 
great  Ravage  in  the"  Country,  altho'  he  be 
not  near  fo  fwift  as  Pliny  makes  him.  To 
Minyerfcw  him  the  Indians  go  to  the  Woods  with 

%emUr'g  their  BowS  and  Arrows>  and  a  little  D°g 
ff  '  who  barks  incelTantly  without  daring  to  come 
near  the  Beaft.  The  Tigre  wearied  with  thefe 
inceflant  Barkings  mounts  a  Tree,  which  the 
Archer  perceiving  he  comes  within  12  or 
15  Paces  of  him  and  fhoots,  retiring  as  foon  as 
he  has  done.  The  Beaft  feeing  himfelf  wound- 
ed falls,  and  tears  the  Ground  and  the 
Trunk  oi  the  Tree,  till  having  tormented  him- 
felf about  two  or  three  Hours  the  Archer 
returns  and  finds  him  dead.  Thefe  Beafts 
are  Hkewife  taken  with  Nets. 


The 
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The  Cat  amount  ain  refembles  a  tame  Cat  c^^moun" 
as  to  Colour  and  Figure,  but  is  much  larger ubu 
than   thefe  Tigres  we   have  been  fpeaking 
of.    It  is  a  very  dangerous  and  exceeding 
fierce  Beaft,  and  the  Europeans  fear  it  more 
than  any  of  the  other  Animals.    There  are 
as  many  Lions  on  the  Terra  Firma  of  tht  Lionsi 
Indies,  as  there  are  in  Barbary.    They  are 
fmaller  and  lefs  fierce,    which  it  may  be 
is  occafion'd  by  the  Mildnefs  Of  the  Cli- 
mate.   They  will  run  from  you  and  do  no 
Harm  only  to  fuch  as  attack  them.    The  Bears. 
Bears  are  fo  little  to  be  feard  that  they 
are  commonly  hunted  down  and  kill'd  with 
Clubs.    Thefe  Bears  have  a  wonderful  Ad-  Their fub- 
drefs  at  catching   of  Pifmires   hid  under  thiJ 
Hillocks  of  hard  and  impenetrable  Earth. 
The  Manner  is  thus.    The  great  Heat  of 
the  Sun  having  made  fmall  and  inpercepta- 
ble  Clefts  in  this  Hillock,  the  Bear  licks 
them  with  great  Patience  till  fuch  time  as 
he  has  made  a  Hole  big  enough  to  put  his 
Tongue  in.    Thefe  Infe&s  who  love  humi- 
dity, no  fooner  perceive  fomewhat  rooift  but 
they  come  in  Swarms  and  fettle  upon  the 
Tongue,  which  when  fufficiently  loaded  the 
Bear  withdraws  and  fwallows  them  all  at 
once  v  then  he  puts  his  Tongue  in  again  and 
continues  fo  doing  till  he  has  not  left  one 
Ant  in  the  Place.    The  Flefh  of  wild  Boars  mu- 
in  the  Indies  has  a  very  ill  Tail,  but  the BoarsFicfe 
extream  Kecefiity  the  Europeans  were  reduc'd 
to,  at  their  firft  landing  oblig'd  them  to 
eat  of  it  notvvithilanding  its  ill  Relifh. 

There  is  a  fort  of  fmall  Lizard  with  four  Son  of  Li- 
feet  very  pleafant  to  look  upon.    His  Body^*0 
and  Tail  are  of  a  Spotted  Grey,  and  his 
Belly  White,    This  Animal  refembles  a  Horfe 
P  2  barb'd 
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barb'dand  harncfs'd.   His  Feet  and  Tail  come 
from  under  thefe  Barbs,  as  do  likewife  his 
Keck  and  Ears.    lie  is  very  near  as  big  as 
a  Rabbet  and  lives  under  Ground  in  Holes, 
he  has  dug  with  his  Claws.    The  Tafte  of 
this  Creature  is  admirable.    He  is  commonly 
taken  in  Nets  or  fhot  with  Arrows  at  fuch 
Time  efpecially  as  the  Stubble  is  burnt  in 
order  to  fow  the  Ground.  There  is  another 
A  (tor*  A- ve.Vy  lingular  Sort  of  Animal  on  the  Terra 
nimak     p'irma  which  the  Spaniards  call  a  Greyhound 
by  way  of  Contrary,  becaufe  he  will  take 
up  a  whole  Day  to  go  but  fifty  Paces.  His 
Body  is  about  two  Foot  long  with  four  Feet 
fb  very  (lender  that  they  are  hardly  able  to 
fuftain  his  Corps.    He  has  loofe  Claws  fome- 
what  like  thofe  of  a  Bird,  and  rather  Aides 
along  upon  his  Belly  than  walks.    He  fome- 
times  climbs  up  Trees  by  the  Help  of  his 
Talons.    He  has  round  and  fmall  Eyes,  a 
Snout  like  that  of  a  Cat,  and  a  very  fmall 
Mouth.    He  lings  only  a  Nights,  and  pro- 
nounces fix  Notes  which  he  falls  always  by 
Htsmufi-  equal  Proportions,  as  if  he  fung  La,  Sol,  Fat 
ul  Notes.  Mi^  Re,  Vt,  his  Tone  is,  Ha,  ha,  ha,  ha,  ha,  ha. 
As  the  Lizard,  we  juft  now  fpoke  of,  fome- 
what  refembles  a  barb'd  Horfe,  this  Creature 
is  a  kind  of  Mufician.    After  having  fung. 
his  Gamut,  he  lies  ftill  a  while  and  then  begins 
again.    He  is  a  Night  Animal,  and  Friend 
to  the  Shades,  for  he  never  fings  a  Days. 
Thefe  Animals  are  often  taken  and  carry'd  to 
People's  Houfes,  but  it  is  impoflible  to  con- 
quer their  natural  Dulnefs,  either  by  me- 
nacing or  pinching.    If  he  can  find  any  Tree 
he  will  get  up  into  it,  and  ftay  there  for 
eighteen  or  twenty  Days  without  any  Bodies 
being  abfc  to  guefs  what  he  feeds  upon, 

unlefs 
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mnlefs  it  be  Air,  for  he  will  be  continually 
turning  about,  towards  that  Side  whence  the 
Wind  comes. 

There  are  a  fort  of  wild   Cats  without  Son  °f 
Humber  in  the  Indies.    Some  of  them  will mlii  Ctss* 
imitate  all  they  fee  done  as  Apes  or  Monkeys 
do.    When  they  fee  Almonds  crack'd  with 
Stones,  they  will  do  the  like.    When  they 
fee  any  Body  in  the  Woods,  they  break  off 
large  Branches  and  throw  them  down  upon 
th'eir  Heads.    If  any  one  throws  Stones  at 
them,  and  the  Stones  happen  to  lodge  in  the 
Tree,  they  will  take  them  and  throw  them 
with  great  Violence  at  them  again.    In  like 
Manner,  when  any  one  wounds  them  with 
sin  Arrow,  they  will  draw  the  Arrow  out  of 
their  Bodies,  and  hurl  it  at  the  Archer.  Some 
sf  thefe  Animals  are  no  larger  than  ones  . 
fciand,  and  fome  again  as  big  as  great  Maftirfs. 
The    Dogs  in  Hifpaniola ,  efpecially  thofe  Dol!*' 
the  Canibals  make  ufe  of,  neither  yelp,  bark, 
nor  make  any  Noife,  tho'  you  mould  almoft 
kill  them  with  beating.    They  are  fhap'd 
like  Wolyes,  and  are  fomewhat  fiercer  than 
3ur  European  Dogs,  neverthelefs  they  are  ve- 
ry friendly  to  thofe  that  give  them  Meat 
and  Drink. 

The  Polecats  in  America,  like  ours  in  Pole-cits* 
Europe,  have  perpetual  War  with  the  Poultry, 
and  ftrangle  them  wherever  they  catch  them 
to  fuck  their  Blood.  What  is  peculiar  to 
the  American  Polecats  is,  that  they  carry  their 
Voung  about  with  them  wherever  they  go. 
They  have  a  certain  loofe  Skin  under  their 
Bellies  which  they  can  fold  into  the  Form. 
of  a  Bag,  and  where  they  keep  their  Young 
commodioufly,  tho'  they  hunt  about  never 
to  much.  From  this  Bag  or  Purfe  the  little 
P  3  one? 
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ones  fuck  their  Dams.  They  have  Tails 
and  Ears  like  a  Moufe,  but  much  lon- 
ger. 

Alcatraz     Aumerica  produces  all  Sorts  of  Birds  that 
Birds.     we  have>  and  many  m°re,  quite  different  from 
ours  that  we  have  not.    That   Sort  call'd 
Alcatraz? s   have  Beaks  two  Handfuls  lone, 
very  wide  towards  the  Head,  and  growing 
narrower  towards  the  Tip.    This   feems  a 
Sea-Fowl,  and  has  Legs  much  like  to  a  Goofe; 
On  the  Coafts  of  Panama  the  South-Sea  ebbs 
and  flows  above  two  Leagues  from  fix  to 
fix  Hours,  bringing  along  with  it,  when  it 
comes   in,    a  vaft    Quantity  of  Pilchards! 
The  Alcatrazls  no  fooner  fee  them,  but  the^ 
come  in  great  Numbers  and  plunge  into  the 
Sea  for  thefe  Fifh  which  they  live  upon. 
When  the  Sea  retires,  thefe  Birds  follow  their 
Prey,  but  as  they  return  they  many  times 
meet  with  another  fort  of  Birds  that  attack 
them  and  force  them  to  quit  the  Booty  they  have* 
got.    This  Combat  is  very  diverting.  When*! 
thus  bufied,  you  may  knock  them  down  with!? 
Poles  and  fill  your  Canoes  with  them.  They 
are  fat  and  have  an  excellent  Tafte.  The 
Spaniards  make    Oyl  of  them   to  burn  M 
Nights  in  their  Lamps. 
tftllHem    The  wild  Hem  are'  as  large  as  Peacocks  A 
the  Tafte  of  them  is  worth  nothing;,  for? 
they  feed  upon  Ordure  and  dead  Bodies  of 
Men  and  Beafts }  but  in  Recompence  there 
comes  out  of  their  Carcaffes  an  Odour  more 
son  of  aSr^eable  ^an  Musk.    This  Odour  vanifhes 
Sfatrotvs.  as.  r°on  as  the7  die-    The  Addrefs  of  a  cer- 
tain Sparrow  is  extraordinary  in  'hindring  the 
wild  Cats  that  climb  from  Tree  to  Tree, 
from  devouring  his   Yoanz-    He  choofes  a 
Tree  for  his  Neft  feparate  from  ail  others. 
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This  Neft  is  a  Fathom   deep,   and  hangs 
to  a  Branch  very   lull  of  Thorns,  to  ren- 
der the  approaching  it  more  difficult.  There 
is  only  one  little  Hole  in  it  big  enough  for 
a  Sparrow  to  go  in  and  out  at,  fo  that  when 
the  wild  Cats  come  to  attack  the  Neft,  they 
can  neither  reach  the  Eggs  nor  the  Young, 
the  Neft  being;  fo  deep,  that  'twere  impof- 
fible  for  a  Cat  to  get  his  Claw  fo  far.  You 
muft  know  likewife  thefe  Birds  go  in  great 
Flights  like  Sterlings,  and  when  they  fee  the 
Cats  coming,  they  will  fet  up  fuch  a  Nmfe, 
as  perfectly  frights  them,  and  obliges  them 
to  retire.    Sparrows    of  another  Kind  that  Anther 
love  to  be  near  the  Water,  make  their  Nefts 
on  Branches   of  Trees  that  hang  over  it 
by   which    Means  they  think    to  drive 
away  the  wild  Cats  from  hurting  them,  for 
as  thefe  Branches  are  weak  and  bending, 
they  will  not  bear  the  Weight  of  a  Cat  that 
ihould   come  to  eat  their  Eggs  or  their 
Young.    'Tis  thus  that  Animals  the  -molt 
weak  and  innocent  guard  themfelves  againft 
fuch  as  are  more  ftrong  and  fubtle,  thro   a  v 
natural  Inftind  given  them  by  the  Author 
of  Nature.  > 

The  Colours  in  Birds  Feathers  are  much  colours  of 
finer  and  more  luftrous  in   America  thanretffc". 
elfewhere,  and  nothing  can  be  lo  pleafant 
as  to  fee  fo  many  that  furpafs  the  Beauty 
of  Rubies  and  Emeralds.    There  is  another  other 
Sort  ot  Sparrow  whofe  Body  is  no  bigger  sorrow 
than  the  Top  of  ones  great  Finger,  yet  it 
flies  fo  fwiftly  without  moving  its  Wings, 
that  in  .the  Air  you  would  take  it  for  an 
Humble  See.    Their  Beaks  are  (harper  and 
more  pointed,  if  poffible,  than  a  Needle. 
When  they,  fee  any  one  going  up  into  the 
:  Pa  Tree 
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Tree,  where  their  Neft  is,  they  will  attack 
him  with    fuch  Courage  and  Vigour,  and 
give  him  fo  many  Pecks  in  the  Face,  that 
he  foon  finds  himfelf  oblig'd  to  go  down 
again  fatter  than  he  came  up. 
fibers.        The  Terra  Firma  of  Ctftilia  dy  Oro  is  very 
much  infefted  with  ripers,  who  bite  and  kill 
many  Indians  if  they  are  not  affifted  before 
the  fourth  Day.    They  raife  themfelves  in- 
to the  Air  to  attack  PafTengers.    When  any 
one  hurt  by  thefe  ripers  is  blooded,  you  get  no 
Blood  from  him  but  only  a  yellowifh  Wa- 
ter, and  whatever  Remedies  you  ufe,  you 
can  never  hinder  that  Perfon  from  dying. 
Serpem  ?°  B°dy  .\furPriz'd  to  fee   Serpents  here 
P       ff™  or  eight  Foot  long,  which  appear  in 
the  Night  like  fo  many  lighted  Coals.  In 
the  Day  Time  they  look  red  as  Blood,  but 
their  Poyfon  is  lefs  dangerous   and  fubtil 
than  that  of  the  ripers.    You  fometimes  find 
of  them  above  twenty  Foot  long,  and  al- 
tho'  they  do  no  great  Harm,  their  horrid 
Figure  frightens  Travellers. 

tTS    ^°nn.  the  Sh°res        meet  with  a  fort  of 
c:^/«,Mbnftcrsnam'd  Lizards  only  frbm  their  Fi- 
gures, but  they  are  fourteen  or  fifteen  Foot 
long,  and  as  large  as  a  Man's  Thigh.  Their 
upper  Lip  has  divers  Holes,  thro'  which  vou 
fee  their  canine  Teeth  very  fliarp,  with  great 
MaftoMs.    This  Animal  is  very  fierce  in 
the  Water,  and  fwims  with  great  Swiftnefs 
but  at  Land  it  is  no  lefs  flow  and  heavy.' 
You  find  them  on' the  Sea  Coafts  near  the 
difemboguing  of  Rivers.    They   have  four 
*eet  ^and  exceeding    hard   Scales.  Their 
Back-bone  is  full  of  Brizles,  from  Head  to 
Tail    Their  Skin  is  fo  thick  that  neither 
owords  nor  Lances  can  enter  it,  and  they 


are 
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are  only  vulnerable  under  their  Bellies  where 
they  are  more  foft  and  tender.   They  lay 
their  Eggs  in  the  Month  of  December,  be- 
caufe  then  the  Rains  are  lefs  frequent  and 
the  Rivers  have  done  overflowing.  They 
fcrape  a  hole  in  the  Sand  on  the  Brink  of 
the  Water  where  they  hide  Three  or  Four 
Hundred  Eggs,  which  the  Sun  only  hatches 
by   the  Putrefa&ion,  the  Males  and  Fe- 
males   having   no  more  to  do   with  it. 
As  foon  as  the  Young  are  hatch'd-  they  go 
of  themfelves   and   find   out  the  Water 
where  they  get  their  Subfiftence.  Some  Coafts 
abound   fo  with   thefe  Animals,  that  you 
cannot  look  that  Way  without  Horror.  They 
go  out  of  the  Water  in  great  Numbers  to 
lleep  upon  the  Sand,  and  return  to  it<To 
foon  as  ever  they  perceive  any  one  coming. 
They  always  go  ftrait  forwards  fo  that  if 
one  were  purfu'd  by  any  of  them  one  need 
only   ftep  a   little  afide  to  avoid  them. 
When  they  run  they  carry  their  Tails  curv'd 
upon  their  Backs  like  Cocks  Feathers.  Altho' 
their  Legs  are  very  fliort  they  do  not  crawl 
upon  their  Bellies  but  raife  their  Bodies 
from  the  Ground  about  half  a  Foot.  Some 
have  taken  thefe  Animals  for  perfect  Croco- 
diles, altho'  thefe  lafl:  breath  only  at  their 
Mouth*,  and  move  equally  their  two  Jaw- 
Bones,  whereas  the  others  have  not  the  fame 
Propriety.    'Tis  dangerous  to  go  near  thofe 
Places  where  they  are,  for  they  commonly 
devour  Dogs,  Cows,  Horfes  and  even  Men. 
You  fometimes  find  in  one  of  their  Bellies, 
Flints  enough   to  fill  two   large  Paniers. 
They  are  to  be  taken  with   Iron  Hooks 
or  elfe  foot  while   they  are  in  the  Wa- 
ter,  They  that  have  eat  of  them  fay  their 

Flefli 
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Flefh  is  pretty  well  tatted.    As  for  their 
Eggs  they  are  eaten  without  Fear  in  feveral 
forts  of  Sauces,  and  are  fold  in  the  Markets 
like  Geefe  or  Pullets  Eggs. 
Urge  sfi-    Spiders  here  become  as  large  as  Sparrows  \ 
dcrs.      upon  opening  them  you  find  their.  Bodies 
full  of  thofe  Threads  wherewith  the/  make 
their  Webs.    You  have  on  the  Terra  Firma 
Land-  great  Numbers  of  Crabs,  as  in  Europe  on 
Crabs      the   Shores.    Without   their   Relief  Tra- 
vellers would  oftentimes  perifh  with  Hun- 
ger.   You    fee    them   come   out  of  cer- 
tain  Holes  and  take  them  eafily  becaufe 
they  go  but  (lowly.    >Tis  to  be  fear'd  thofe 
Crabs  eat  fomewhat  that  is  venemous  becaufe 
fometimes  People  die  inftantly  that  have  fed 
on  them.    The  Canibals  make  ufe  of  them 
as  one  Ingredient  in  their  Venom  wherewith 
they  poifon  their  Arrows,  for  which  Reafon 
the  Europeans  dare  not  touch  them  when  they 
fee  them  near  a  fort  of  Trees  that  beat- 
venomous  Apples. 
Indian     The  Indian  Fruits   have  much  more  ex-J 
Fruit.      quifice  Taftes  than  ours  of  Europe  by,  reafoni 
kamei.  °*  t^ie  Difference  of  Climate  and  the  AfpecV 
of  the  Sun.    That  which  they  term  Mamei 
is  as  large  as  two  of  dm  Bon-Chretien  Pears.  It  is 
divided  into  three  Parts  by  a  fmall  inwarcfl 
Film.    Its  Kernel  is  in  the  Middle  and  re-? 
fembles  a  blanch'd  Chefnut  i,    but  it   is  as 
bitter  as  Gall,  tho'  the  Fruit  be  fo  very 
agreeable.    This  Fruit  tafts  fomewhat  like 
a  Peach ,  and  has  a  very  odoriferous  Flavour. 
bana7>ee'rte  Guanaba.no  is  a  great  Tree  whofe  Bran* 
ches  are  {height :,  it  bears  a  Fruit  like  a 
Melon  and  its 'Rind  is  wrought,  as  it  were,  with 
a  great  many  Scales.   It  is  alfo  of  the  Thick-$ 
a?fs  of  the  Rind  of  a  Melon  ,  the  infide  of  the 

Fruit 
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Fruit  is  a  fort  of  Pafte  inclofing  a  delicious 
Liquor.  There  are  likewife  feveral  Seeds 
larger  than  thofe  of  Cajfia  and  of  the  fame 
Colour.  Thefe  Fruits  wei^li  at  leaft  two 
or  three  Pounds  each,  and  never  hurt  the 
Stomack  tho'  you  eat  never  fo  much  of 
them. 

The  Coc0-Trees  refemble  thofe  Palms  that  Coco- 
bear  Dates ,  if  we  have  regard  to  their  Size  rrefs- 
or  the  Shape  of  their  Leaves,  but  the  Coco 
Leaves  grow  out  of  the  Trunk  of  the  Tree 
like  the  Fingers  of  ones  Hand.  This  Tree 
rifes  to  a  great  Height  and  great  Numbers 
of  them  are  to  be  met  with  on  the  Coafts 
of  the  South  Sea  ;  their  Fruit  is  ty'd  to  the 
Body  of  the  Tree  wrap'd  up  in  a  certain 
Rind  or  Flax  whereof  the  Indians  make 
very  fine  Cloth,  of  three  or  four  forts,  and 
Sails  for  Ships  neverthelefs  they  fomewhat 
Defpife  this  Cloth,  becaufe  they  have  great 
Quantities  of  exceeding  fine  Cotton.  There 
is  within  the  Coco  a  fort  of  white  Pulp  of 
the  tafte  of  Almonds,  and  when  you  pierce 
it  with  a  Bodkin  there  comes  out  a  large 
Glafs  full  of  a  very  lufcious  Liquor,  in  a 
Manner  that  this  Fruit  affords  you  both 
Meat  and  Drink.  The  Europeans  make  Cakes 
of  this  Milky  Liquor  mix'd  with  Maiz.- 
Flower,  which  nourifhes  extreamly,  and  fat- 
tens like  the  Juices  of  the  beft  Meat.  They 
which  have  try'd  it  fay  the  Strangury  is  to 
be  cur'd  by  drinking  out  of  thefe  Cocc-mells 
which  makes  you  pifs  freely  and  diffolves, 
or  makes  the  Stones  pafs. 

In  the  I  (lands  of  Hifpaniola,  Cuba,  Jamaica  B!jci 
and  San  Domingo,  Palm  Trees  are  to  be  met  palms. 
with  of  all  kinds,  and  among  others  fome 
that  are  black,  whereof  the  Indians  make 

fuch 
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fuch  excellent  tough  and  hard  Arrows  that 
they  will  pierce  thro'  a  Man  Target  and 
all.  They  likewife  make  Lances,  Pikes  and 
Glnbs  of  them  %)r  the  Wars.   The  Woods 

midVineshere  abound  with  wild  Vines,  which  bear 
excellent  Grapes  much  larger  and  better 
tailed  than  ours  of  Europe,and  if  they  were  but 
cultivated  and  tranfplanted,  no  doubt  but 

Figf*  .  they  would  be  yet  finer.  Hie  Figs  are  as 
large  as  Melons  and  they  are  eaten  the  fame 
Way  by  cutting  Slices  out  of  them  long-ways. 
They  are  cover'd  with  a  Down  like  to  that 

Pear  Trees011  Q^^es-  The  Indian  Pear  Trees  grow 
very  large  and  have  Leaves  like  Laurels  but 
Greener.  Their  Fruit  fometimes  weighs  a 
Pound}  the  Kernels  refemble  blanch'd  Al- 
monds and  are  very  bitter,  they  are  inclos'd 
in  a  very  loofe  Film,  between  which  and 
the  firft  Skin  there  is  a  Liquor  of  furprir 
fing  Tafte  and  Flavour.  All  thefe  Fruits,  as  1 
fine  as  they  are,  Nature  prefents  them  with, 
for  they  grow  without  any  Manner  of  cul- 
tivating. 

Ouaican.     The  Tree  which  the  Indians  call  Guaican 
(with  us  Guaictim)  is   good  to   cure  Ve- 
J0b  and  ncrhl  Diftempers,  which  are  as  common  in  the 

*'°&fs°j Indies  as  with  us  in  Europe,  but  much  lefs 
e  dangerous  by  Reafon  of  the  Goodnefs  of  the 
Air  which  purifies  the  Blood.  The  Rind  of 
this  Tree  is  all  over  fpotted  with  green. 
They  rafp  it  and  boil  it  in  a  certain  Quan- 
tity of  Water,  which  becomes  a  Drink  to 
be  drank  feveral  Times  a  Day,  obferving  a 
„  ftricl:  Diet.  Venerial  Diftempers  were  never 
heard  of  in  Spain  before  the  Discoveries  made 
by  Chrifiopher  Columbus,  who  'tis  probable, 
brought  them  with  him  from  the  Indies,  and 
fo  they  fpread  over  other  Parts  of  Europe. 
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In  the  Year  1495,  when  the  great  Captaia 
Gonfalvo  of  Cordoua  went  into  Italy  to  aflift 
Ferdinand  King  of  Naples  againft  the  French 
King  CW/m  VIII.  divers  Spaniards  of  his 
Army  being  infe&ed  with  this  Diftemper, 
communicated  it  to  the  Neapolitans,  where 
they  have  eftablifh'd  themfelves  ever  fince. 
Now  becaufe  feveral  French  continu'd  for  a 
Seafon  in  Italy,  the  Italians  c&lFd  it  the  French 
Difeafe,  and  the  French  the  Difeafe  of  Naples, 
becaufe  France  never  knew  it  before  the 
War  of  Naples,  from  whence  it  difpers'd  it 
felf  into  other  Countries  of  Europe.  It  is 
rare  to  have  any  thing  to  do  with  any  In- 
dian Woman  without  getting  it,  but  tho'  it 
be  eafily  got  it  is  likewife  as  eafily  cur'd. 

The  Fruit  of  the  Tree  which  the  IndiansXagua* 
call  Xagua  refembles  a  Poppy,  and  affords  a 
dear  Liquor  in  fuch  Abundance,  that  the 
Iflanders  wafh  their  Legs  and  Bodies  with  it. 
It  dyes  a  jet  Black  which  can  hardly  be  wafh'd 
away.  The  Soldiers  ftain  their  Faces  with  it 
before  they  go  to  Battel,  to  render  themfelves 
more  terrible.  The  Natives  fometimes  play 
Tricks  with  the  Europeans,  by  mixing  fcented 
Waters  with  this  Liquor,  with  which  if  they 
do  but  warn  their  Faces,  they  are  furpriz'd 
to  find  them  turn'd  black  in  a  Moment,  in 
fuch  Manner,  that  all  the  Water  in  the  Sea 
would  not  be  able  to  wafh  it  out  prefently, 
and  tho'  they  mould  fley  their  Skins  they 
could  not  hardly  get  rid  of  it  immediately  ; 
Time  only  can  fuffice  to  get  away  thofe 
Stains. 

The  Venomous  Apples  which  the  CanibalsVenomous\ 
compofe  their  Poyfons  of  to  envenom  their  Apples. 
Arrows,   refemble  in    Figure  and  Colour 
Musk  Pears,   They  are  fpeckl'd  with  red  and 

have 
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have  a  moft  odoriferous  Flavour.  Thefe 
Trees  grow  -on  the  Sea  Side,  upon  the  ve- 
ry Brink  of  the  Water,  and  all  that  fee  the 
fine  Colours  of  their  Fruit  are  defirous  to 
tafte  of  them.  Their  Juice  mix'd  with  a 
fort  of  Pifmires  and  Vipers  pounded  together 
compofes  a  Poyfon  that  is  incurable.  The 
bell  Remedy  for  it  is  to  warn  fpeedily  and 
frequently  in  the  Sea,  but  of  fifty  hardly 
three  will  recover.  If  one  chances  to  fall 
#  afleep  under  the  Shade  of  one  of  thefe  Trees, 
ones  Head  and  Body  Will  immediatly  fwell' 
but  one  drop  of  Dew  from  it  will  put  out 
ones  Eyes,  nay,  they  will  inftantly  burft,  fo 
great  is  the  Force  of  this  Poyfon.  The  Num- 
ber of  thefe  Trees  is  almoft  innumerable, 
and  when  any  of  its  Wood  is  thrown  into 
the  Fire  it  will  ftink  prodigioufly,  and  caufe 
L         a  Head-Ach  that  is  infupportable. 

TrZs         Upon  the  Borders  of  the  River  Cuti,  near 
the  City  of  DarUti,  there  are  Trees  fo  ex- 
celfively  large  that  Canoes  of  one  Piece  are 
made  out  of  their  Tronks,  which  are  able 
to  carry  at  leaft  130  Perfons  and  Room  left 
to  pafs  to  and  fro.    They  have  two  Sails 
made  of  Cotton  y  you  fee  fometimes  of  thefe 
Trees  that  have  three  Roots   rais'd  above^ 
Ground  triangularly,   and  fo  high,  that  a 
Chariot  may  pafs  under  them.    At  the  Height; 
of  a  Pike  they  reunite  into  one  Tronk  whicli 
riles  higher  than  any  Tower  in  Europe  be- 
fore it  (hoots  forth  any  Branches. 
odd  iray    The  Indians  have  a  new,  and  altogether 
*P.tir iking  unknown  Way  to  us,  to  ftrike  Fire.  They 
tin-      take  a  fmall  Stick  of  very  hard  Wood  made 
round  and  fmooth,  and  of  about  eight  Inches 
long,  and  the  Thicknefs  of  ones  little  Fin- ' 
ger.    This  done,  they  tie  two  little  Ends  of 

dry 
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Wood  together  and  lay  them  upon  the 
Ground,  When  they  have  a  Mind  to  get 
Fire,  they  put  this  Stick  between  the  two 
others  which  they  move  along  very  fwiftly 
till  fuch  time  as  the  Fire  comes. 

You  fee  fometimes  in  Europe  rotterf  Wood  Joining 
that  will  mine  a  Nights;  in  like  manner m°d 
they  have  in  the  Indies  a  fort  of  Wood  that 
will  mine  like  Fire.  The  Europeans  make 
ibfe  of  it  to  light  them  thro'  unknown 
Ctmhtries,  or  when  they  have  a  Mind  to 
go  and  furprife  their  Enemies  by  Night.  They 
make  fome  of  the'  Indians  who  know  the 
Roads,  march  before  them  and  they  fatten 
to  their  Shoulders  fome  of  this  Wood  which 
mines  like  fo  many  Stars,  and  ferves  to 
guide  the  Army  along,  but  as  this  Light 
does  not  dart  its  Rays  far,  the  Enemy 
can  never  come  by  that  Means  to  know  of 
their  March. 

r  Pliny  the  Philofopher  in  his  Natural  Hiftory,MoJi  Trees 
makes  mention  of  fome  Trees  that  are  al-^^zr 
ways  green  in  every  Seafbn,  :$k.  the  Lawrel, 
Cedar,  Olive,  and  the  Orange-Tree:  But  we 
may  fay  in  general  all  the  Trees  in  the 
Indies,  except  that  which  bears  Cajfia,  keep 
their  Leaves  and  their  Verdure  the  whole 
Year  round :  Moreover,  thofe  Trees  which 
in  Europe  ihed  their  Leaves  in  Winter,  after 
being  tranfplanted  into  the  Indies  take  the 
Nature  and  Qualities  of  the  Trees  of  that 
Country,  and   like  them   always  continue 

green-  • 

The  Terra  Firma  produces  a  great  many  ^ineu 
ibrts  of  Cams  which  the  People  of  the  Coun- 
try make  ufe  of  for  covering  their  Houfes, 
and  making  Hangings  or  Mats  for  their 
Rooms;  There  are  fome  as,  thick  as  the  Leg 
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of  an  ordinary  Man,  and  each  Pipe  from  one 
Joint  to  another,  contains  a  Pint  of  Liquor. 
The  Indians    make  Quivers  of  thefe  Canes 
to  carry  their  Arrows  in  ,  there  are  others 
that  lie  twining  round  the  Bodies  of  Trees  an  J 
fhootup  as  high  as  the  Tops  . of  them.  Thefe 
Pipes  are  full  of  a  very  clear  Liquor  that 
never  ftinks  nor  does  any  manner  of  Harm : 
This  Liquor  has  often  fav'd  the  Chriftians 
Lives,  in  their  travelling  thro'  dry  and  de- 
fart  Countries  where  they  certainly  woul4 
have  perim'd  with  Thirft,  had  it  not  been: 
for  this  Supply :  They  cut  thefe  Cams,  and 
carry  with  them  as  many  as  poffibly  they 
can,  to  fecure  themfelves  from  the  incon* 
veniency  of  Thirft  in  thofe  hot  Countries^ 
where  they  can  find  no  Water. 
Melons,       nr/he  Melons  in  the  Indies  grow  to  a  pro- 
digious Size  fo  that  a  Man  has  much  add 
to  carry  one  of  them  on  his  Shoulders  j  the 
Subftance  of  them  is  white,  but  of  an  ex- 
/^-cellent  Tafte  ■  One  of  the  moft  ufeful  Plants 
tir-via.nt.oi  the  New  World  is  that  whofe  Leaves  are 
as  it  were  fo  many  Plaifters  which  Deing 
apply'd  to  a  broken  Leg  or  Arm  cements 
them  together  again,  and  in  lefs  than  a 
Fortnight  perfe&ly  cures  chem.    This  Leaf 
fticks  fo  clofe  to  the  Part,  till  the  Opera* 
tion  is  perform'd,  that  one  cannot  pull  it 
off ;  but  when  the  Cure  is  effected  it  falls 
off  of  courfe. 
the  Tu-    The  Tunas  is  a  wild  Plant  that  bears  a 
nas.       Fruit  much  like  a  Fig,  of  a  reddilh  fubftance 
in  the  infide,  and  of  a  wonderful  Tafte  }  af- 
ter eating  one  or  two  of  them  the  Water 
that  one  makes  is  as  red  as  Blood,  which 
is  very  furprifing  at  firft,  and  makes  one 
think  that  one  is  in  danger  of  loling  ones 

Life,, 
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Life,  fo  that  the  Imagination    very  often 
produces  a  real  Difeafe  in  timorous  Perfons: 
The  Leaves  of  the  Bihaos  not  only  ferveBihaes, 
for  covering  of  Houfes,    but  are  alfo  fo 
very  large  as  to  be  made  ufe  of  inftead  of 
VmbreUo's  when  it  Rains :  The  Indians  make 
many  of  them  which  keep  the  Water  from 
[baking  in,  when  they  fwim  over  a  River.  The 
Branches  of  this  Tree  being  bruis'd  with 
the  Leaves  ferve  alfo  for  Salt  in  defart 
Countries,  where  they  can  find  nothing  to 
sat.  The  Root  of  this  Plant  is  likewife  made 
afe  of  for  Food.    They  ftrip  its  Rind  off, 
ind  in  the  Infide  find  a  Pith  much  like 
fat  of  Elder  or  a  Bvlrvjh.  The  Indians  are 
well  skill  d  in  the  Properties  of  the  Barks 
ind  Leaves  of  certain  Trees,  which  thev  ?arhs**£ 
nake  ufe  of  in  dying  their  Cailicoes  of  all 
iorts  of  Colours,  viz..  red,  black,   yellow,  g° 
?reen,  and  blew;  Thefe  Colours  are  "fo  ex- 
•reamly   fine  and  lively,  that  they  fcarce 
:vcr  wear  out,  even  after  they  have  been 
valh  d.  But  what  feems  yet  more  wonderful  is " 
Aat  all  are  dy'd  in  the  fame  Fatt  without 
manging  any  thing  in  it  ;  which  perhaps 
nay  arife  from  the  Difpolmon  of  the  Co- 
ours  tnat  they  give  to  whatever  they  have 
1  Mind  to  dye,  let  it  be  Thread  or  Lin- 
len. 

After  having  fpoken  of  thofc  things  that  Infers/ 
ire  molt  curious  and  confiderable,  it  will 
lot  be  improper  to  fay  fomething  of  MeBs 
(ince  Nature  has  in  them  made  her  Wifdom 
ippear  as  vifible  as  in  the  greateft  Animals:     '  , 
fhoie  that  the  Indians  call  Garapates  are  fcarce  r,ra  ■ 
iifcernable  to  the  Eye  however  they  are^T 
not  lefs  troublefome,  for  they  fHne  the  Less 
^ery  feverely,  and  fticlr  fo  clofe  to  them, 
Q'  that 
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that  'tis  impoflible  to  pull  them  from  thence 
without  rubbing  them  over  with  Oyl:  The 
Indians  fcrape  their  Legs  with  fomething  that's 
very  fharp,  which-puts  them  to  a  great  deal 
strange  °?  Pain.    Certain  Creatures  that  are  bred 
.  property  of  in.  the  Hair,  as  Lice  and  Fleas,  die  imme- 
fome  in-  diatly  upon  parting  the  Line,  and  never  en- 
fefts.      gender  in  the  Indies,  but  fo  foon  as  ever 
one  returns  to  Europe,  upon  the  Change  of 
Climate  they  revive  again  unlefs  one  fhifts 
ones  felf  twice  or  thrice  a  Day.    By  Prac- 
tice there  is  an  eftablifh'd  Cuftom  among 
Trucking  of  the  Indians,  of  trucking  their  Wives  as  they 
Wives.     ^0  ot}ier  Commodities  *,  but  what  one  can 
hardly  believe  is,  that  the  Old  ones  bear  a 
sat.       higher  Price  than  the  Young  ones.    Salt  is 
alfo  a  Commodity  for  which  they  barter 
Gold,  pretious  Stones,  Cotton,  and  whatever 
elfe  they  have  of  greateft  Value  :  They  make 
it  of  Sea- Water,  and  it  is  whiter  and  of  a 
Indians   marPer  Tafte  than  the  belt  Salt  in  Europe, 
great  Bar-  The  Indians  are  the  greateft  Barterers  in  the 
ierers*     World,  they  go  all  over  the  Terra  Firma, 
or  along  the  Coafts  in  their  Canoes  carrying 
their  Commodities  with  them,  which  they 
exchange  for  others,  having  not  yet  learn'd 
the  Ufe  of  Money. 
theirUxn-    They  that  apply  themfelves  to  fearch  for 
ner  of  dig-  Gold  in  the  Earth,  firft  take  care  to  have 
gingfor    the  Place  where  they  intend  to  dig,  very 
Cold.      werj  dean'd,  then  having  made  a  Pit  of 
eight  or  ten  Foot  in  Length  and  Breadth, 
they  hollow  it  about  eight  or  ten  Inches 
deep,  and  take  the  Earth  that  they  dig 
thence  and  warn  it  y  if  they  find  any  Gold 
there  they  proceed,  and  continue  digging, 
but  if  they  meet  with  none,  they  go  and 
dig  in  another  Place,  till  they  find  the  Uvt\ 

Stone. 


of  Voyages  and  Traveis.  219 
Stones.    When   they    have   once  difcover'd  of  wafting 
the  Gold-Mine  they  fill  great  Baskets  with"' 
the  Earth  that  they  have  dig'd  out  of  it,  and 
then  go  to  the  next  Brook  and  wafh  it 
to  feparate  the  Gold  from  it,  which  remains 
at  the  Bottom  of  the  Basket,  after  all  the 
Earth  is  carry'd  off  by  the  Water :  This 
Employment  generally  falls  to  the  Womens 
Lot  who  putting   themfelves  up   to  the 
Middle  of  their  Legs  in  the  Water  keep 
fhaking  the  Basket,    till  all  the  Earth  is  Hm  GoM 
wafli'd  away.    If  the  Gold-Mine  is  in  (grig  is  found  in 
Brook  or  River,  they  are  forc'd  to  turn  the^wj&c- 
Courfe  of  the  Water.  When  it  is  dry  at  the 
Bottom,  they  diligently  fearch  every  Hole 
and  Cranny  of  the  Stones,  for  there  the  Gold 
that  is  brought  down  by  the  Stream,  lodges 
it  felf.    We  mud  obferve  the  belt  Gold  grows  where  His 
upon  the  Tops  of  Mountains  whence  it  isbefi. 
carry'd  down  by  the  Violence  of  the  Tor- 
rent, not  but  that  they  alfo  find  fome  Gold- 
Mines  in  the  Plains  and  Fields  far  enough 
off  from  the  Mountains.    Gold  purines  and 
refines  in  Proportion  to  the  Diftance  of  the 
Place  of  its  Growth,  where  it  is  always  much 
coarfer,  and  not  fo  valuable  by  a  Carat.  Some- 
times they  alfo   find  very  large  Grains  of 
Gold  upon  the  Surface  of  the  Earth :  The 
greateft  that  ever  has  been  yet  found  weigh'd 
three  thoufand  two  hundred  Spanijh  Piftoles, 
which  at  that  Time  were  worth  four  thou- 
fand, one   hundred,  thirty  eight  Ducats  of 
Gold.  There  have  been  fome  found  that  have 
weigh'd  two  and  thirty  Pounds,  allowing  fix- 
teen  Ounces  to  every  Pound,  which  makes 
fixty  four  Marks  of  Gold  :  The  Indians  have 
an  Herb  that  adds  a  great  Luftre  to  the^*^^ 
natural  Colour  of  Gold,  fo  that  what  they 
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touch  with  it  tho'  Gold  of  the  leafi:  Value 
fhmes  as  bright  as  if  it  had  been  the  belt, 
If  the  Gilders  of  Europe  knew  but  this  Se- 
cret, they  would  grow  rich  in  a  very  fliort 
Time. 

Fijk.  If  the  Fruit  of  the  Indies  have  an  excellent 
Tafte,  the  Fifli  alfo  may  boaft  of  the  fame 

Pilchard  P5°Perty  :  Amongft  the  reft  there  is  a  foft 
*of  Pilchard  with  a  red  Tail,  that  is  delicious 

Turbots.  Food:  The  Indian  Turbots  are  of  a  prodi- 
gious  Bignefs :  Towards  the  Me  of  Cuba  there 

lonoijts.  are  fomeTortoifes  that  weigh  fo  very  heavy,that 
they  require  the  Strength  of  fifteen  Men 
to  pull  them  out  of  the  Water ;  they  lay 
their  Eggs  upon  the  Shore,  where  in  a 
Morning  one  may  fee  them  fometimes  feed- 
ing and  crawling  about.  As  foon  as  the  In- 
dians have  found  the  Prints  of  their  Claws 
upon  the  Sand,  they  follow  them  by  the 
Track,  and  having  overtaken  them,  which 
is  no  difficult  Matter  by  Reafon  of  their 
flow  Motion,  they  thruft  a  great  Stick  under 
their  Bellies,  and  fo  turning  them  on  their 
Backs  leave  them  in  that  Poflure,  unable  to 
ftir  or  move  out  of  it,  to  fearch  for  others. 
By  this  Method  they  are  able  to  catch  a 
great  Number  of  them  in  a  little  Time. 
Their  Flefh  is  a  very  wholefome,  as  well  as 
a  very  excellent  fort  of  Food.    The  Fifli 

Mwati's.  tne  Info*™  call  Manati,  is  about  ten  or 
twelve  Foot  long,  and  five  Broad  •,  it  has  a 
very  thick  Head  like  that  of  an  Ox,  and 
its  Fins  are  like  a  Man's  Arms:  Tho' this 
Fifli  feems  to  be  of  the  Monfrer-kind,  yet 
the  Meat  of  it  is  fweet  enough  ;  it  comes 
very  near  the  Banks  of  the  River  to  feed 
upon  the  Grafs  the  Indians  kill  it  with 
their  Arrows,  either  from  the  River  lide,  or 

out 
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Diitof  their  Canoes.  Thefe  Fifh  fwim  clofe 
to  the  Surface  of  the  Water,  fo  that  there 
is  no  great  Trouble  to  pull  them  out,  but 
there's  no  carrying  them  off  without  a  Wag- 
gon with  two  Oxen.  This  Fifh  is  efteem'd 
above  the  reft,  on  account  of  its  Tafte, 
which  is  the  neareft  of  any  to  that  of  the 
Fiefli  of  Beafts,  fo  that  when  it  is  pulPd  to 
Pieces,  one  may  be  deceiv'd,  and  take  it  for 
an  Ox  cut  out  into  Joints  :  The  Flefh  of  it  is 
as  good  as  the  fatteft  Veal,  and  keeps  a  long 
while  in  Salt.  In  its  Head  is  a  Stone  to  be 
found,  which  being  clean'd,  pounded  and 
taken  in  the  Morning  in  a  Glafs  of  Wine, 
eafes  the  Pain  of  the  Gravel. 

The  Vitruella  is  a  Fifh  as  large  as  the  Ma-  VitrucBa, 
nati  \  he  wears  in  the  Middle  of  his  Fore- 
head a  long  Sword,  fet  on  two  Sides  with 
trery  fharp  Teeth:   This  Sword  is  extream  . 
hard,  and  about  fifteen  or  twenty  Inches 
long,  in  Proportion  to  the  Size  of  the  Crea- 
ture, for  there  are  fome  of  them  as  fmall  as 
Pilchards,  and  others  again  fo  very  large, 
that -two  Yoke  of  pxen  can  hardly  draw 
them  from  the  Rivers  Side.    As  there  are 
fome  Lands  very  barren  and  unfruitful,  fo  Barren 
are  there  alfo  fome  Seas  where  one  may  seas* 
fail  a  hundred  Leagues  or  two  without  find- 
ing a  Fifh. 

-  In  certain  Parts  of  the  Ocean  there  are  FljingFifi* 
flying  Fifh,  which  riling  in  great  Shoals  a- 
bove  Water,  afford  the  mod  agreeable  Sight 
that  can  be  •,  fometimes  they  fly  about  an 
hundred  Yards  from  the  Place  where  they  firlt 
appear'd,  and  often  tumble  in  vaft  Quan- 
tities into  the  Ships.  Thefe  Fifh  have  two 
Wings  near  their  Jaw  Bones,  as  long  as 
their  whole  Bodies :  When  they  begin  to 
Q.  3  be 
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be  a  little  dried  in  the  Air,  they  plunge  a- 
gain  into  the  Water  to  wet  their  Wings. 
The  Birds  of  Prey  are  very  expert  at  catch- 
ing them  when  they  mount  up  into  the  Air, 
which  affords  a  great  deal  of  Diverfion,  for 
if  they  attempt  to  dive  beneath  the  Water, 
they  are  purfu'd  by  fome  other  Fifli  that 
fwimming  clofe  to  the  Surface,  eafily  devour 
them,  fo  that  they  know  not  which  Element 
M^rof10  nlake  choice  of  to  fove  themfelves  in. 
feZJl    The  Indtam  when  they  fifh  for  Pearl,  go 
iitg.       down  to  the  Bottom  of  the  Sea,  and  ha- 
ving a  Sack  tied  about  their  Necks,  fill  it 
With  what  Shells  they  can  lay  their  Hands 
on    when  they  want  to  take  Breath  they 
come  up  into  their   Barks,  and  emptying 
their  Bags,  go  down  to  the  Bottom  of  the 
Water  again  to  pick  up  more  Shells.  Ha- 
ving open'd  them,  they  find  four   or  five 
Pearls,  little  and  great  in  every  Shell,  and 
a  vaft  Quantity  of  fmall  Grains,  that  are 
SeedPearlthe  Seeds  of  Pearl:  Sometimes  the  Fifli  of 
thefe  Pearls  ferve  them  for  Food,  but  gene- 
rally they  throw  them  ,away,  being  quite 
glutted  with  eating  fo  great  "  a  Quantity  of 
them  as  they  do:   In  thofe  Places  where 
Wyoffix-the  Water  is  very  deep,  it  bears  up  the 
hg  thar Swimmers  fo  ftrongly  that  they  have  much 
tooting,  ado  to  get  a  fteddy  Footing  at  the  Bottom. 
To  remedy   this    Inconveniency,  they  tye 
two  great  Stones  about  their  Middles,  which 
hanging  on  each  Side  make  them  heavier, 
and  keep  them,  as  it  were,  in  a  Ballance  : 
The  Indians  are  excellent  Swimmers,  but 
what  one  can  hardly  believe  without  having 
feen  it  is,  that  they  can  ftay  under  Water 
[a  quarter  or  half  an  Hour,  without  fetching 
Breath.    Another  thing  very  incomprehen- 
sible 
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fible  is,  that  they  may  have  fifh'd  in  one 
Place  fo  long  as  not  to  leave  a  Shell  there, 
yet  upon  their  return  to  the  fame  Place  in 
a  little  Time  after,  they  find  the  fame  Quan.- 
tity  of  Shells  they  met  before,  which  being 
driven  by  the  Winds,  are  heap'd  together 
on  the  Coafts:  Some  have  been  of  Opinion 
that  thefe  Fifh  have  the  Power  of  moving 
themfelves  up  and  down,  as  well  as  others 
have:  There  was  once  a  Pearl  found  -  thatpw?/j  s* 
weigh'd  one  and  thirty  Carats,  and  another 
twenty  fix,  which  perhaps  are  the  fineft 
that  ever  were  brought  into  Europe. 

Before  we  finifh  this  Extract,   we  mult 
fpeak  fomething  of  that  wonderful  Bridge,  a  wonder- 
form'd  by  the  Hands  of  Nature,  about  four fuiBrtd&c. 
Leagues  diftant  from  the  Port  of  Panama. 
The  Breadth  of  this  Bridge  is  fifteen  Foot, 
and  the  Length  feventy  or  eighty.  The  Arch 
in  the  Middle  confifts  of  a  great  Stone, 
cut  into  the  Form  of  a  Bow  by  Nature  : 
All  that  have  feen  this  Work  cannot  fuf~ 
ficiently   admire  the  Wifdom  of  the  Cre- 
ator, who  has  been  pleas'd  to  make  fo  eafy 
a  PafTage  over  a  River,  which  by  the  Indi- 
ans is  nam'd   Chagre.    'Tis  from  the  Coun- 
tries that  lye  round  about  this  River,  that 
all  forts   of   Drugs,    Spices,    and    other  Vrugh 
rich  Commodities  are  brought  into  Europe,  spices>$c? 
which  for  fo  many  Ages  lay  conceal  d  and 
ufelefs,  and  that  never  were  difcover'd  but 
fince  Columbus's  Voyages  thither,  and  thofe 
other  Perfons  whom  God  had  made  Choice 
of  to  introduce  the  preaching  of  the  Gofpel, 
and  the   Chriftian   Faith  into  thofe  valt 
Countries. 

This  Abftraft  is  taken  from  the  Summary 
oi  Gon^akz*  £  Ovisdo  Comptroler  General  of 

the 
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Sat^^f  ¥K^P  W3S  an  E?e-Wit^  of 

Z«£e**11  he  ha*  left  behind  him  in  Writing:  He 
was  a  Perfon  bred  up  to  Letters?  and 
trom  his  Youth  had  beftow'd  a  great  deal 
of  Pains  upon  Hiftory.  The  King  of  Spain 
Chofe  him  to  be  the  Intendant,  or  Infpefor  Gene- 
ral of  Trade  in  the  New  World.  He  made  feve- 
ral  Voyages  from  Spain  to  the  Indies,  and 
trom  the  Indies  to  Spain,  to  inform  the  Em- 
peror Charles  V.  of  the  Difcoveries  and  Affairs 
of  the  New  World:  This  Abftraft  was  read 
over  before  his  Majefty,  in  the  Prefence  of  fe- 
yeral  Perfons  who  went  the  fame  Voyage, 
and  who  would  have  contradided  him  if  he 
had^  endeavour'd  to  have  impos'd  on  his 
Majefty  •  fo  that  it  muft  needs  merit  all  the 
Credit  ought  to  be  given  to  a  Man  of  Ho- 
nour and  Learning,  who  was  an  Eye-Witnefs 
of  what  he  gave  an  Account  of  to  fo  great 
a  Monarch. 

As  we  have  already,  for  the  fake  of  the 
Learned,  iet  down  the  Names  and  Works  of 
a  great  many  Authors  that  have  treated  of 
the  Affairs  of  the  Indies,  fo  we  fhall  continue 
the  fame  Method  of  giving  a  fhort  Cata- 
logue of  them,  that  thofewho  have  the  Cu- 
riofity  of  being  more  thorowly  inftru&ed 
in  the  Hiftory  of  the  New  World,  may  con- 
fult  the  Originals,  and  fee  every  thing  in 
its  full  Extent. '  6 
A  Cm-      A  Treatife  to  prove  the  Sovereign  Power 
iogue  of  of  the  Kings  of  Cafiile  over  the  Indians: 
pookso     Printed  in  Quarto,  in  1553. 

Dofror  Juan  Gines  de  Sepuheda,  a  Spanifli 
Canon  very  '  famous  in  Europe,  has  written  two 
Treatifes  intitl'd,  Democrates  of  the  Agree- 
ment of  War  with  the  Chriftian  Religion, '  and 
tfojuft  Motives  0}  the  War  with  the  Indians' • 
Printed  in  Ottavo,in  1555.  jFr. 
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Fr.  Francifco  de  Vittoria,  a  Dominium  has 
written  two  Accounts  of  the  Indies  upon  the 
juft  Caufes  of  the  War  againft  the  Infidels  \ 
thefe  Accounts  are  to  be  found  among  ft  the 
Theological  Works  of  this  Author  printed 
in  Ottavo  in  the  Year  1 586. 

Fr.  Bemardin  de  Arevalo  a  Francifcan^  has 
left  us  the  Justification  of  the  Conqueft  of 
the  Indies  :  I  believe  this  Book  is  but  in  Oftavo9 
for  there  is  no  printed  Copy  to  be  found  of  it. 

Fr.  Vincencio  Valavicino,  of  the  Right  of 
making  War  againft  the  Infidels,  and  of  the 
Institution  of  a  good  Government,  two  Vo- 
lumes in  Latine  ,  the  Royal  Council  of  Spam 
has  given  Orders  for  receiving  thefe  Books. 

Don  Bernardo  de  Vargas  Machucha  wrote  a 
Defence  of  the  Conqueft  of  the  Indies  Fryar 
Antonio  de  Remefal  fays  the  Reafon  of  this 
Book's  not  being  printed  in  OBavo,  was  its 
being  againft  the  Bifliop  of  Chiappa. 

Dr.  Juan  de  Solornano  Bereyra  Treafurer  of 
the  foveraign  Council  of  theJW/«,  has  compos'd 
a  learned  Treatife  of  the  Affairs  of  the  Indies  and  of 
the  Right  that  the  Spaniards  had  to  conquer  and 
keep  them  -.Printed  inLatine,  inFolioJ  in  the  year 
1629  The  fame  Author  has  printed  a  learned 
Memorial  or  Difcourfe,  containing  the  Me- 
thod that  ought  to  be  obferv'd  by  the  Royal. 
Council  of  the  Indies  in  their  publick  Atts : 
Printed  in  Folio  in  the  Year  1629. 

Don  Pedro  Martyr  d'  Angleria,  who  was  one 
of  the  Royal  Council  of  the  Indies^  has  compo- 
fed  eight  Decades  in  Latine^  of  which  only  the 
three  firft  are  in  Print.  A  fecond  Edition  of 
them  in  Ottavo,  in  the  Year  1536  is  to  be 
had,  of  which  the  Abbot  Trithemius  takes  no 
Notice.  They  were  all  printed  in  Folio ^  in 
i  536,  this  Impreffion  is  much  better  than  that 
jniSS?.  R  The 
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The  Hiftory  of  the  Weft-Indies  taken  from 
the  Memoiresof  Don  Pedro  Martyr-.  Printed 
in  Italian  in  Quarto,  in  the  Year  1534.  'Tis  to 
be  met  with  in  the  Duke  of  Sefa's  Library. 
Of  the  IQands  newly  difcover'd,  of  their  In- 
habitants and  their  Cuftoms  in  Latine  •  This 
Treatife  it  feems,  is  a  Sequel  of  the  Decades 
of  the  Year  1587. 

Do&or  Pedro  Savorgnano  inferted  this  Iaft 
Treatife,  among  his  Latine  Works,  with  three 
of  Ferdinando  Cortex] %  Letters,  printed  in  Folio , 
in  the  Year  1 532. 

Giovanni  Battifta  Ramufio  has  made  an  A- 
bridgement  of  thefe  Decades  in  Italian,  and 
inferted  them  in  his  third  Tome 

Juan  Paul  Martiriz^o  defcended  from  Don 
Pedro  Martyr,  known  by  the  Works  he  has 
printed,  has  tranflated  his  Great  Grand-Fa- 
ther's Decades  into  the  Caftilian  Language. 

Gonzalez.  Fernandez,  d' Oviedo  has  COmpiPd  a 
general  Hiftory  of  the  Indies  in  fifty  Books.  The 
firft  Tome  printed  in  Folio,  in  the  Year  1 547, 
contains  nineteen  of  them,  with  eight  Books  of 
Misfortunes  and  Shipwrecks  :  Giovanni  Battifta 
Ramufio  has  tranflated  this  Tome  into  Italian, 
and.  placed  it  in  his  third  Volume  with  the 
Books  of  Shipwrecks,  which  makes  the  twen- 
tieth of  his  Hiftory. 

John  Opoleur  has  tranflated  the  fix  firft  Books 
into  French  ;  Printed  in  Folio,  in  1 555. 

Diego  de  la  Tobilla  wrote  a  Treatife  calPd 
La  Barka.  'Tis  a  Hiftory  of  the  Terra  firm  a 
of  the  Indies :  Antonio  de  Herrera  had  a  Ma- 
nufcript  of  it,  and  'tis  by  his  Means  we  came 
to  the  Knowledge  of  that  Work. 
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CHAP.  XXIV. 

An  Abftratf  of  the  General  Hiftory  of  the 
Weft-Indies,  written  by  Gonzalez  Fer- 
dinand d  'Oviedo  in  twenty  Books,  and 
dedicated  to  the  Emperor  Charles  V* 

TIS  not  of  India  lying  towards  the  Eaft  Authority 
near  the  Rivers  Indus  and  Ganges  that°i  tbU  Hi- 
this  Hiftory  gives  an  Account  \  but  of  the^* 
Weft -Indies  which  are  the  lflands,  and  Terra 
Firma  in  the  weftern  Ocean,  fubjecl:  to  the 
Crown  of  Spain,  ever  fince  their  firft  Difco- 
very  by  Chriftopher  Columbus.  Altho'  we  have 
already  given  you  an  Abridgment  of  thofe 
things  that  Ferdinand  dy  Oviedo  related  in  the 
Conferences  he  had  with  the  Emperour  Charles 
V.  and  the  Prefidents  of  the  Royal  Council  af- 
ter the  Voyage  he  made  from  the  new  World 
to  Spain,  we  cannot  forbear  retouching  a  little 
upon  them  in  this  Place.  This  Hiftory  then 
merits  fo  much  the  more  Credit,  in  that  the 
Author  has  been  an  Eye-Witnefs  of,  and 
carefully  examin'd  whatever  he  relates,  having 
liv'd  two  and  twenty  Years  in  the  Indies  during 
the  Reigns  of  Charles  V.  and  Ferdinandl.  in  qua- 
lity of  Infpetfor-Genzval  of  the  Gold-Mines. 
Pliny  fays  in  the  Beginning  of  his  Hiftory 
that  he  will  relate  things  which  he  has  read 
in  four  thoufand  Volumes,  a  very  laborious 
Task  indeed  \  but  when  we  have  fet  down 
all  we  have  met  with  in  reading,  we  can  but 
relate  it  upon  the  Teftimony  and  good  Cre- 
R  2  M 
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dit  of  the  Authors,  who  are  not  always  to  be 
depended  on,  whereas  there  is  Lefs  Danger 
of  being  cheated,  where  a  Man  has  been  an 
Eye  Witnefs and  this  is  the  Diference  be- 
7/>e  Indies tween  Plinfs  natural  Hiftory,  and  that  of 
not  un-    G onz.de s  Ferdinand  ft  Oviedo.    Some  People 
known  to  are  of  Opinion,  that  the  New  World  difco- 

wtf"*'  Ver'd  in  thefe  laIt  AFS  by  Chrifi°Per  c°lumbus, 
and  Americus  Vefpucius  was  utterly  unknown 
to  the  Ancients,  yet  it  is  however  highly  pro- 
bable they  had  fome  Knowledge  of  it  :  for 
Ariftotle  fays  pofitively  that  the  Carthaginian 
Merchants,  having  pafs'd  the  Streights  of  Gi- 
braltar and  penetrated  the  Atlantic  Ocean, 
difcover'd  a  great  Ifland  full  of  wild  Beafts 
that  never  had  been  inhabited  by  Men.  They 
alfo  found  in  it  large  Woods,  navigable  Ri- 
vers, and  a  Land  abounding  with  all  forts 
of  Fruits  that  Nature  had  produc'd  fpon- 
taneoufly.    Ariftotle  adds,  that  this  Ifland 
was  very  far  diftant  from  Africa,  that  the 
Carthagimans  did  not  land  there  till  after 
a  great  many  Days  Sail,  and  that  being 
charm'd  with  the  Beauty  of  and  Fruitfulnefs 
of  the  Place,  they  fettl'd  themfelves  there. 
This  Opinion  of Ariftotle's  would  make  us  con- 
jecture, that  the  Carthaginians  landed  either 
at  HifpanioU,  Cubay  or  fomewhere  on  the  Coaft 
of  the  Terra  Firma.    'Jis  not  altogether  un- 
likely that  the  Hefperian  Iflands  fo  famous  for 
Antiquity,  took  their  Name  from  Hefperus 
the  fecond  King  of  Spain,  it  being  the  Cu- 
ftom  among  the  Ancients  to  give  to  Kingdoms, 
and  Provinces,  the  Names  of  thofe  who  had 
founded  or  conquer'd  them.    Thus  the  Affy- 
rians  took  their  Name  from  AJfur,  the  Lydians 
from  Lydus,  the  I/maelites  from  Ifmacl,  theAm- 

monite- 
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infinites  and  Mo  obit  es  from  JT/o^  and  Ammoi^ 
the  Perfians  from  Per  feus,  the  Ph&nicians  from 
Phoenix  Brother  of  Cadmus  the  Egyptians  from 
Egyptus  their  King,  the  Armenians  from  Armi- 
who  was  one  of  the  Argonautes  that  aflifted 
J*/©*  in  the  Conqueft  of  the  Golden  Fleece-, 
and  in  a  Word  the  Arcadians  from  Arcasy  the 
Son  of  Jupiter.  Sometimes  Conquerors  gave 
parties  to  thofe  Towns  they  had  built,  ei- 
ther as  a  Mark  of  Honour,  or  to  eternize 
their  Memories  and  Glory ,  and  'tis  upon  this 
Account,  Alexandria,  and  Cefaria,  were  fo 
call'd  from  Alexander  and  Cos  far. 

Succeeding  Ages  ought  to  have  the  greateft  Mankind 
Veneration  for  the  Memory  of  Chrifiopher  hov>  m- 
Columbus,  who  has  taught  Mankind  the  Artdebtedt0 
of  Sailing   by  the  Elevation  of   the  Sun^olum' 
and  Stars*,  few  before  his  Time  car'd  for  us* 
making  Voyages,  and  the  Pilots  that  pre- 
ceded him,  durft  never  lofe  Sight  of  Land,  or 
ever  truft  themfelves  in  the  open  Sea,  for  they 
had  no  certain  Rule  to  go  by,  but  fail'd  at  a 
Venture,  without  either  Art  or  Judgement: 
Columbus  addreft  himfelf  firft  to  Henry  VII.  Tb  whom 
Father  of  Henry  VIII.  King  of  England,  offering  ie^  rfi  &i- 
to  go  and  difcover  in  his  Name  thofe  vail dre&  fc»r 
Countries,  provided  he  would  contribute  to~^% 
wards  the  neceflary  Expences  of  fitting  out 
Ships-,  but  the  privy  Council  of  England  be- 
lieving Columbus  to  be  fomewhat  crack-brain'd, 
reje&ed  his  Propofal.    Meeting  with  no  bet- 
ter a  Reception  from  John  King  of  Portugal, *>botn 
he  went  into  Spain  where  being  favourably  emPlo/d> 
receiv'd  by  Don  Henriquez.de  Gunman  Duke  oi^Jy 
MedinaSidonia,  and  Don  Lewis  delaCerda,  he  by  Means. 
their  means  had  Audience  of  King  Ferdinand  and 
Queen  Ifabe/la:  He  was  alfo  fo  fortunate  as 
to  get  in  Favour  with  Don  Gonzalez,  de  j\ien- 
R  3  do.ta 
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doza  a  Cardinal  of  Spain,  and  Archbifhop  of 
Toledo,  who  was  extreamly  furpriz'd  at  the 
great  Learning  and  Poverty  of  Columbus,  who 
at  that  Time  was  deftitute  of  Neceflaries  for 
his  Support.    The  King  and  Queen  having 
refolv'd  to  drive  all  the  Moors  out  of  Spain, 
were  at  that  Time  at  the  Siege  of  Granada, 
In  the  Year  1492  they  granted  Columbus  what 
he  demanded,  with  Ships  and  Men  to  afliffc 
him  in  his  great  Undertaking. 
mere  he     He  landed  at  the  Ifle  of  Guanahani  in  Oc- 
firfi unded tober,  the  very  fame  Year,  and  difcover'd  a 
vaft  Number  of  little  IQands  lying  all  round 
about,  which  he  nam'd  the  White  IJlands,  be- 
caufe  of  the  prodigious  Quantity  of  Sands 
thatfurrounded  them,  and  made  them  look  of  a 
whitilh  Colour  :  Afterwards  he  nam'd  them  the 
Prime  Iflands  becaufe  they  were  the  firfthe  had 
Where  ^difcover'd.He  landed  next  at  the  Mand  of  Cuba, 
termwr  s.  vvj1;cj1     ^at  twcive  Leagues  farther  towards 
the  North-,  fomeof  the  Indians  imbark'd  with 
him,  and  conducted  him  to  Cebao,  which  he 
7h 'w^ff  afterwards  named  Hifpaniola  ;  and  it  is  there 
Mneu    the  richeft  Mines  are,  which  produce  the  fi- 
neft  Gold.    The  Indians  of  thofe  Countries 
are  of  a  fweet  and  affable  Temper,  they  foon 
grew  familiar  with  the  Chriftians,  tho'  upon 
their  firft  landing  they  fcarnper'd  into  the 
Woods  to  fave  themfelves.    This  made  the 
Admiral  refolve  upon  leaving  fome  of  his 
own  Men  amongft  them,  whilft  he  went  back 
to  give  the  Court  an  Account  of  his  new 
Builds  a  L^ifcoveries.    Accordingly  he  order'd  a  little 
Fon  and   f°.]  t    °f  lntrenchment  or  Fort  to  be  built 
leaves     with  the  Planks  of  one  of  his  Ships  that 
fome  mm  was  leaky,  to  ftielter  and  fecure  his  Men, 
behind,    jf  t{ie  j„gi;afls  ftould  attempt  to  infult  them. 

Upon 
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Upon  his  Departure   he  fiddly  enjoyn'd 
them  to  be  always  upon  their  Guard,  not  to 
ramble  too  far  up  into  the   Country,  not 
to  touch  the  Women,  nor  to  offer  any  Man- 
ner of  Incivility  to  the  Natives.  Takes  md' 
Columbus  took  about  a  Dozen  Indians  aboard  him  fomc 
with  him  as  WitnefTes  of  his  new  Difcove-  Natives  to 
ries  and  in  the  Name  of  all  the  Inhabitants^^ 
of  all  the  IHands,  to  do  homage  to  their  Catho- 
lick  Majefties.    He  alfo  defign'd  to  have  them 
taught  the  Spanijh  Language  and  by  mowing 
them  the  Riches  and  Curiofities  of  Europe,  to 
engage  their  Affe&ion  towards  his  Nation. 
The  Court  of  Spain  exprefs'd  a  great  deal  rhe  Coun 
of  Joy  at  the  fight  of  Columbus  and  his  In-rejoyr.es  at 
dians  whom  they  look'd  upon  as  extraordi-^'"^ 
nary  Men,  having  never  feen  any  of  them  in 
Europe  before.    All  of  them  earneftly  defired  ™d™s 
Baptifm,  either  of  their  own  Accords,  or  elfe  1  K 
prompt'd  to  it,  by  the  lnftigation  of  others. 
The  King  and  Queen,  their  Son  Don  Juan 
and  the  cheif  Lords  and  Ladies  of  the 
Court  were  the  Godfathers  and  Godmothers. 
This  Ceremony  was  perform'd  with  all  the 
Pomp  and  Magnificence  that  fuch  a  Novel- 
ty could  require :  One  of  the  principal  In- 
dians was  chriften'd  by  the  Name  of  Don 
Juan  of  Arragon  \  he  was  originally  a  Native 
of  Hifpamola,  and  a  near  Relation  of  the 
Cacique  Goalanagare.    Another  was  nam'd  Don 
Juan  of  Caftile,  him  the  young  Prince  adop- 
ted and  kept  in  his  Court,  treating  him 
with  the  fame  Refpeft  and  Indulgence  as  if^/* 
he  had  been  his  own  Child.    He  ordered  his  ' 
Treafurer  to  inftruft  him  in  the  Spanifi  Tongue 
which  he  afterwards  understood  to  perfection, 

as 
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bTZ]  T  he  (Jild  f  yery  thing  elfe  they  were  pleas'd 
great  No-  f°  teach  nun.  The  other  Indians  went  back 
murs  done  Mo  their  own  Country  with  Columbus  on 
him.       whom    the   King  and  Queen    conferred  a 
great  many  Honours  with  Abundance  of 
I  hanks  for  the  important  Service  he  had 
done  the  Crown,  giving  him  leave  to  add 
to  his  Coat  of  Arms  thofe  of  Arraron  and 
Cafttle,  with  the  Title  of  perpetual  Admiral 
ot  the  Seas  in  the  Nerb  World,  to  him  and 
rns  Heirs  for  ever. 
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CHAP.  V. 

The  Colonies  fettled  in  the  New  World,  by 
the  Admiral  Chriftopher  Columbus. 

HAving  already,  in  the  Preceeding  Abridg- 
ments, fpoken  concerning  the  Voyages 
and  Adventures  of  Columbm%  we  will  not  trou- 
ble the  Reader  with  a  needlefs  Repetition  there- 
of in  this  Place ;  but  proceed  to  give  a  Rela- 
tion of  certain  Particulars,  not  mention'd  by 
thofe  Authors,  of  whom  we  gavethofe  Abridg- 
ments.   The vex'd  to  the  Heart,  to  feejy,,, 
the  Europeans  fettled  among  them,  refolv'd  toansendea- 
make  themperifti  by  Hunger:,  and  for  that  Pur-  vow  to 
pofe  forbore  to  fow  and  cultivate  their  Lands ->£arve  thf 
fo,  that,  moil  of  the  Spaniards  dy'd  miferably  for  5pamar4s 
want  of  Food  :  However,  the  Indians  were  not 
exempted  from  the  fame  Punifhment*  raft  Num- 
bers of  them  being  ffcarv'd  to  Death}  becaufe 
the  Europeans  feiz'd  and  carry'd  off  what  Stores 
they  had  laid  up  for  their  own  Subfiftance: 
Notwithstanding  this,  the  Spaniards  were  re- 
duc'd  to  fuch  Extremities,  that  they  wereforc'd 
to  feed  upon  Dogsr  and  what  other  living 
Creatures  they  had  brought  along  with  them 
out  of 'Spain  \  and,  when  thefe  were  all  confum'd, 
they  had  recourfe  to  the  Flefli  of  Serpents, 
which,  tho*  it  was  not  venemous,  yet  the  very 
Sight  thereof  was  very  naufeous  to  the  Europe- 
ans \  they  drefs'd  it  as  well  as  they  could,  they 
boil'd  they  broifd  it,  to  make  it  fomewhat  a- 
greeable  to  their  Stomachs*,  but  in  fpite  of  all 
their  Care,  this  bad  Nourifhment,  join  d  to  the 
moiftnefs  of  the  Climate,  threw  them  into  a 
fort  of  Tellow  Jaundice,  which  proving  incurable, 
S  *  their 
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their  Countenance  continuM  for  ever  after  of  a 

Saffron  Colour. 

Captain  Don  Pedro  Afargarit,  Commander  in 
Chief  in  the  Fort  of  St.  Thomas^  perform'd  an  . 
Adtion  very  well  deferving  to  be  recorded  in 
Hiftory  :  He  was  reduced  to  the  fame  extremity 
as  the  reft  of  the  Spaniards  were.  A  young 
Indian  prefentcd  him  with  two  Turtles,  but  he 
let  them  fly  immediately,  in  Sight  of  hisGar- 
rifon  :  God  forbid,  faid  he  to  them,  /  fhould  put 
a  greater  V due  upon  my  own  I  ife  than  yours ;  and 
ftnce  yon  are  wiRiug  to  (It are  your  Fate  with  mine^  "'tis 
but  Reafon  1  fhoula  take  part  in  your  Sufferings, 
ThisHercique  Action  gain'd  no  fmall  Applaufe 
and  Affedion  to  the  Commander,  from  his 
Garrifon. 

Michael  Diasy  a  Native  of  Arragon,  happen- 
ing to  wound  dangeroufly  another  Spaniard  in  a 
Duel,  was  forc'd  to  fave  himfelf  by  Flight,  with 
fome  few  others  of  his  Adherents.   In  their 
Travels,  they  efpy'd  a  very  delightful  Place, 
which  prov'd  an  Indian  Plantation  moft  com- 
modioufly  lituated  (  where  iince  the  City  of 
Domingo  was  built)  under  the  Government  of  a 
Cacique.    This  Lady  being  as  yet  very  young, 
fell  in  Love  with  Michael  Dias,  whofe  Compa- 
nions met  with  a  kind  Reception  there  on  his 
account.    She  difcover'd  certain  Gold-Mines, 
not  above  Seven  Leagues  from  thence,  and 
told  them,    that,  if  they  would  bring  thi- 
ther a  greater  Number  of  their  Country-men, 
She  would  furnifli  them  with  all  manner  of  Ne- 
5r/jtfSpani. ceffaries-    Tn.is  haPpy  Chance  faved  the  Lives  ' 
ztds  fettle  °^  tne  Remainders  of  the  Spaniards  in  thofe 
thtmjelves  Parts,  moft  of  whom  fettled  themfelves  in  the 
about  St,  Dominions  of  this  Cacique,  who  took  effectual 
DjiaiDgo.  Care  to  provide  them  with  Guides,  who  con- 
duced them  thither  j  the  Spamfi  Settlements  be- 
ing above  50  Leagues  from  thence.  The 
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The  Spaniards  highly  taken  with  the  Fertility, 
Plenty  and  Beauty  of  the  Place,  lived  there  for 
fome  time  in  a  perfect  Union,  till  this  good 
Correfpondence  was  difturb'd  by  the  indifcreet 
and  prepofterous  Zeal  of  Father  who  ex- 
claimM  lowdly  againft  the  Admiral's  Severity  ; 
becaufe  he  had  caus'd  fome  Spaniards  to  be 
hang'd,for  aTerror  to  the  reft,the  better  to  keep 
them  in  their  Duty,  it  being  one  of  his  Maximss 
That  no  good  Difcipline  can  be  maintained  a- 
mong  Soldiers,  without  keeping  them  in  Awe 
and  Obedience.  But,  whenever  he  made  life  of 
his  Authority,  this  Father  exclaim'd  againft  his 
Proceedings,  as  favouring  too  much  of  Severity 
and  Cruelty  *,  and,  being  therein  the  Quality  of 
the  Popes  Vicar,  at  laft  launch'd  out  his  Inter- 
dicts againft  the  Admiral,  and,  by  his  abfolute 
Authority  forbid  Divine  Service  to  be  per- 
form'd  in  the  Churches.  This  Mifunderftand- 
ing  proved  the  Caufe  of  great  Mifchief  and  JJJJfJJ, 
Diforders  among  the  Europeans :  For,  the  Ad-  Spaniard? 
miral,  to  be  even  with  the  Vicar,  would  not 
fuffer  him  and  his  Family  to  be  furnifti'd  with 
what  was  neceffary  for  their  Subfiftance,  where- 
by they  were  reduced  to  the  lafl  Extremity. 
The  Chief  Men  of  the  Colony,  at  laft,  brought 
Matters  to  a  Reconciliation  between  them  \  but 
that  proved  of  no  long  Continuance :  For,  fo 
often  as  the  Admiral  was  for  puniming  Crimi- 
nals according  to  their  Deferts,  the  other 
thunder'd  out  his  Excommunication,  and  Di- 
vine Service  ceas'd,  to  the  no  fmall  Terror  of 
all  the  good  Catbolicks,  who  faw  themfelves  at 
laft,  under  a  Neceffity,  of  petitioning  the  King 
of  Spain  to  put  an  End  to  thefe  Diforders  by  his  ■ 
Authority.  Hereupon  both  the  Admiral  and 
the  Vicar  were  recalPd  5  but  the  King,  in  re- 
ined of  the  Signal  Services  of  Columbus,  gave 
S  2  him 
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him  another  Commiflion  to  return  to  the  New 
World,  recommending  to  him,  to  aft  with  more 
Moderation,  and  with  fomething  lefs  of  Seve- 
rity. The  Spaniards  are  naturally  inclined  to 
warlike  Anions,  and  being  of  a  hot  Temper 
and  Conftitution,  are  apt  to  fall  into  inteftine 
Diflenfions,  if  they  have  no  foreign  Enemies  to 
exercife  their  Valour  upon  5  befides  that,  the 
Spaniards  who  were  fir  ft  of  all  tranfported  in- 
to the  New  World,  confifting  of  Brifcayans, 
Catalonians,  Andalujians,  Arragonians,  Galicians, 
Caflilians,  befides  thofe  of  Guipu^coa,  Navarre 
and  Afturia,  Nations  different  both  in  their 
Manners  and  Language,  tho'  all  united  in  the 
Spanifl)  Monarchy,  what  wonder  is  it,  if  they 
did  fall  into  inteftine  Diflenfions  in  the  Indies. 

'Twas  this  that  furnim'd  the  neighbouring 
Indian  Caciques,  with  a  favourable  Opportunity 
Gives  the  of  entring  into  a  League  againft  the  Spaniards  : 
Indians  *»  They  brought  int0  thc  Fidd  five  orlixThou. 

tyifreT' fanc?  Men>  with  an  Intention  to  take  and  raze 
volting.  tneir  Fort>  afld  t0  put  the  Europeans  to  the 
Sword.  Alonfo  d'  Hogieda,  who  then  com- 
manded in  that  Fort,  having  got  Intelligence 
of  their  March,  was  continually  upon  his 
Guard,  to  avoid  a  Surprize,  and  upon  their 
Approach  to  the  Fort,  repuls'd  them  with 
great  Slaughter,  and  took  their  Chief  Cacique, 
who  commanded  as  General,  with  many  other 
Officers  of  Note,  Prifoners.  This  Cacique  had 
a  Brother,  who  having  the  Reputation  of  a 
firave  Commander  among  the  Indians,  gather'd 
a  Body  of  6000  or  7000  Men,  to  force  the 
Spaniards  to  releafehis  Brother;  whilft  he  was 
advancing  in  five  Brigades  towards  the  Fort  of 
St.  Thomas,  the  Governour  made  a  Sally  with 
300  Horfe  and  Foot,  and  the  Indians  terrify'd 
at  the  Sight  of  the  Horfe  betook  them- 

felves 
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felves  to  their  Heels,  without  ftrikingone 
Blow;  a  great  Number  of  them  were  kill'd  in 
the  Flight,  and  the  Brother  of  the  Cacique^ 
with  the  beft  Part  of  his  Army,  was  taken  Pri- 
foners.  The  two  Brothers  were  put  a-board  a 
VelTel  to  be  carry 'd  to  Spain,  but  dy'd  in  that 
Voyage  of  Grief  and  Defpair. 

This  Victory  rendering  the  Spaniards  Matters 
of  all  that  Country,  which  is  very  rich  and 
fertile,  fourteen  petty  Kings  join'd  their 
Forces,  to  the  Number  of  15000,  to  chafe 
them  from  their  New  Conquefts,  at  a  time 
which  they  thought  the  moll  favourable  that 
could  be,  to  compafs  their  Aim  :  For,  the 
Chriftians,  under  the  Command  of  Don  Bar- 
tholomew Columbia,  were  reduced  to  a  fmall 
Number,  moft  of  them  being  dead  by  the  in- 
juries  of  the  Climate,  and  bad  Nouriftiment, 
and  they  expe&ed  daily  a  new  Reinforcement, 
under  Chriflopher  Columbus%  which  induc'd  the 
Indians  to  haften  their  March,  in  order  to  at- 
tack the  Spaniards,  before  the  Arrival  of  this 
Succours.  Bartholomew  Columbm  fearing  they 
might  fet  Fire  to  the  Fort,  did  not  think  fit  to 
exped  their  coming  thither  •,  but  drew  out  his 
Forces,  to  the  Number  of  500,  moft  Horfe- 
men,  and  marching  the  greateft  part  of  the 
Night,  furpriz'd  the  Indians  in  their  Camp  be- 
fore Day,  and  put  them  to  an  entire  Rout  with 
a  great  Slaughter,  taking  as  many  Prifoners  as 
they  could  difpofe  of,  the  reft  efcap'd  under 
favour  of  the  Night.  Among  the  Prifoners  They  are 
were  the  Chief  of  the  Kings,  and  fourteen  /Mud  by 
Caciques.  This  Vidtory  gain  d  fo  vaft  a  Reputa-  ^5** 
tion  to  the  Chriftians,  among  the  Indians,  that 
they  laid  afide  all  furtherThoughts  of  encounter- 
ing them,  being  fenfible  they  were  not  able  to 
cope  with  them.  The  Spamjh  Commander , 
S  3  the 
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the  better  to  gain  the  Affeaion  of  the  Indians, 
fet  the  King  at  Liberty,  who,  in  Acknowledg- 
ment of  fo  unexpe&ed  a  Favour,  for  ever  after 
proved  a  true  Friend  to  all  the  Chriftians  that 
came  into  his  Dominions. 

About  the  fame  time  Admiral  Columbus  being 
come  back  from  Spain,  prepar'd  for  his  in- 
tended  Voyage  for  the  Streight,  (he  fuppos'd 
he  mould  find)  into  the  South-Sea-,  but  was 
miftaken  in  his  Suppofition,  the  Str eight  he 
judg'd  to  be  a  Branch  of  the  Ocean,  being  no 
more  than  a  Bay,  as  mail  be  (hewn  in  its  proper 
Place.    Bon  Antonio  Torres,  and  Bobadila,  who 
commanded  a  Body  of  Land  Forces,  having  ta- 
ken a  Refolution  to  return  into  Spain  with  their 
Troops,  would  give  no  Ear  to  the  wholefome 
Advice  of  the  Admiral,  who  being  well  ac- 
quainted with  thofe  Seas,reprefented  to  them  the 
Danger  they  would  undergo  of  being  Ship- 
wrack'd,  if  they  undertook  the  Voyage  at  that 
Seafon,  for  which  they  paid  dearly  foon  after  j 
For,  fcarce  had  they  "made  20  Leagues,  but  be- 
*6SpamfliJn&  furPrizcl  °y  a  moll  furious  Tempeft, 
Shipiofl.  twenty- fix  large  Veflels,  out  of  thirty,  were 
either  fwallow'd  up  in  the  Deep,  or  ftav'd  a- 
gainft  the  Rocks,  and  all  thofe  vaft  Riches  they 
had  gathered  in  the  New  World  loft-,  beiides  500 
Men  drown'd,  among  whom    was  Rowland 
Ximenes,  Ring- leader  of  thofe  who  had  revolt- 
ed againfl  the  Admiral  and  his  Brother. 

The  Admiral  himfelf,  after  many  Difcove- 
phet  Co-  ries  made  in  his  Voyage,  arriv'd  on  the  Coaft 
Iambus    of  Jamaica,  where,  having  loft  two  of  his  Ships, 

li'maka*'  he  thoi!&ht  lt  his  fafeft        t0  £ive  Notice  of 
f     c  '  his  being  there  to  the  Governour  of  the  New 
World,  then  refiding  at  Domingo.    One  Diego 
Mendsz,  was  fo  courageous,  as  to  put  himfelf  I 
into  a  Canoe,  under  the  Conduct  of  fbme  In- 
dians : 
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dians ,  not  without  a  molt  manifeft  Danger  of 
his  Life,  fince  thefe  Canoes  being  very  light, 
are  turn'd  topfy-turvy  by  the  leaft  Blaft  of  W  ind, 
which  is  the  Reafon,  they  always  keep  near 
the  Shore ;  however,  he  had  the  good  Fortune 
to  fucceed  in  his  Voyage,  contrary  to  every 
bodies  Hopes  *,  the  Admiral  did  not  negkd  to 
reward  fo  hazardous  a  Piece  of  Service,  and  of 
fuch  vaft  Confequence  to  him  \  and  the  Spamjh 
Court,  to  eternalize  the  Memory  of  fo  fervice- 
ableanAdion,  befides  other  Rewards,  added  a 
Canoe  to  his  Coat  of  Arms. 

The  Viceroy  was  no  fooner  inform'd  of  the 
prefent  Condition  the  Admiral  was  in,  by  his 
Letter,  but  he  bought  a  Veflel,  and  having 
furnim'd  it  with  all  manner  of  neceflary  Pro- 
lions,  fent  it   immediately  to  conduct  him 
and   his  Company,  to  Hifpaniola.    Moft  of 
them  were  lick,  and  much  weaken'd  by  the 
Fatigues  of  the  Voyage,  and  thofe  that  were 
as  yet  fit  for  Service,  revolted  againft  the  Ad- 
miral, being  headed  by  two  Brothers,  Francis 
and  Diego  de  Vorras^  one  of  which  was  a  Captain 
of  a  Ship,  and  the  other  Pay-mafter  of  the 
Forces.   They  feiz'd  upon  all  the  Indim  Canoes , 
with  an  Intent  to  crofs  over  to  Hifpaniola 
but  moft  of  them  were  fwallow'd  up  by  the 
Sea,  few  only  returning  to  the  Admiral,  but 
not  to  their  Duty.   For,  the  two  Brothers  per.  f*r^nt 
filling  in  their  Mutiny,  he  faw  himfelf  obligM^^ 
to  reduce  them  by  Force  of  Arms,  which  was  /fospani- 
foondone  ;  they  were  routed,  their  two  Ring-  ards. 
leaders  taken  Prifoners,  and  the  Mutiny  quelTd. 
This  was  the  firft  Engagement  that  happen'd 
betwixt  the  Chriftians  in  the  New  World. 

The  Indians  fully  inform'd  ot  the  DhTenfions 
among  the  Europeans,  refolv'd  to  conceal  their 
Provifions,  to  reduce  them  to  the  utmoft 
S  4  Famine, 
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Famine  *  But,  no  fooner  had  theAdmiral  got  No- 

T.rl  fhSfr  ^"T'  but  callinS  together 
theChiefeft  of  the  Inhabitants  of  this  ml  told 

^lnafll0rtHar?Vge'  That>  he  could  fore- 
tell  them,  they  would  all  perilh  by  the  Plague 
unlefs  they  furnifli'd  the  Chriftians  with  every 
thing  they  Hood  in  need  of;  And,  added  he,  to. 
convince  you  that  my  Predidion  will  prove  true 
Cbrifto-  i7ldnhave  y°u         ^tice,  that  fuch  and 
Pher  Co-  ficha  Day,  you  will  fee  the  Moon  all  on  Fire, 
lumbus    and  foon  after  difappear.    For,  he  being  well 
impfes    vers  d  m  Aflronomy,  it  was  eafie  for  him,  by 
upn  the  the  Rules  of  that  Art,  to  foretel  them,  that 

i%a«E-  ^1jlute'  *s  £  mention'd  to  them.    All  the 
cliffe  of  f^^^embled  at  the  prefixed  time,  to  fee 
the  Moon.  ™e  Effects  of  his  Prediction,  and  perceiving 
the  Moon  actually  eclips'd,  they  were  ftruck 
with  fuch  an  Amazement,  that  they  could  not 
but  believe,  he  would  certainly  make  them  all 
dye  of  the  Plague.   They  threw  themfelves  at 
Columbus  jus  Feet,  imploring  his  Mercy  with 
moft  doleful  Cries,  promiffing  they  would  ftr- 
mln  him  and  his  Company  with  every  thing 
they  fhould  Hand  in  need  of,  and  at  parting 
gave  hrm  moft  evident  Te/timonies  of  their 
Grief,  to  fee  themfelves  bereav'd  of  the  Affift- 
ance  of  a  Man,  whom  they  looked  upon,  as  a 
Meflenger  from  Heaven,  for  their  Prefervation. 
Soon  after  he  return'd  to  Spain,  where  he  dy'd 
of  Age   at  the  beginning  of  the  Reign  of 
Phihp .and  Queen  Jean.    Spain  ftands  indebted 
to    him  for  the  Difcovery  of   thofe  rich 
Countries,  which  have  difFus'd  their  vaft  Pro- 
duds  and  Treafures  through  Europe;  and  God 
waspleas'dto  make  this  great  Man  his  Inftru- 
ment  to  open  the  Door  to  the  Preachers  of 
the  Gofpcl,  for  the  Converfioa  of  fo  many 

Millions 
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Millions  of  People,  who  groan'd  under  the 
Slavery  of  the  Devil,  and  fpent  their  Lives  in 
the  Darknefs  of  Paganifm. 


CHAP.  Vfc 

The  Churches  and  Clergy  of  Hifpaniola  ; 
with  a  Defeription  of  the  mofl  remarka- 
ble things  m  the  City  of  St,  Domingo. 

THE  King  of  Spain  and  Queen  Joan  his 
Daughter,  order'd  a  very  fine  Cathedral 
to  be  built  at  St.  Domingo  whereof  Father 
Garcias  de  Padklia  a  Francifcan  was  made  the 
the  firft  Bifliop,  as  Don  Sebaftian  Ramires  was 
Prefident  of  the  Court  of  Juftice  ere&ed  in  that 
City,  and  at  the  fame  time,  Bifliop  of  the 
Church  of  the  Conception  of.  la  Pega,  in  Hifpa- 
niola. There  is  not  a  City  in  all  Spain  which 
exceeds  this,  for  magnificent  and  beautiful  ADefcrip- 
MTuclres  :  Here  you  may  fee  Palaces  fit  for  the  l!°n  °fSt' 
Reception  of  a  great  Prince  ^  and  as  for  its  DomID&°* 
Situation,  the  Beauty  and  Regularity  of  its 
Streets,  and  the  Pleafantnefs  of  the  Avenues 
leading  to  it,  they  are  fuch  as  may  invite  even 
the  greateft  Monarch,  to  chufe  it  for  his  Refi* 
dence.  The  City  is  feated  in  avaftPlain,  di- 
vided from  one  End  to  the  other,  from  North 
to  South,  by  the  River  Ozama,  the  Banks 
whereof  are  adorn'd  with  Gardens  well  planted 
with  Orange-Trees,  and  very  fine  Canes :  On 
the  South-fide,  the  Walls  of  this  City  being 
wafrYd  by  the  Waves  of  the  Sea,  one  half  of 
its  whole  Circumference  is  enclos'd  by  the  Sea 
and  the  River  :  The  Streets  are  very  broad  and 
ftrait  j  on  that  fide  where  you  look  into  the 

Fields, 
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Fields,  you  fee  moll  delicious  Walks,  and  vaft 
Meadows ;  to  be  (hort,  all  its  Avenues  are  fo 
very  delightful,  that  it  is  iinpoflible  to  fee  a 
finer  Situation  than  this,  the  Harbour  being 
not  above  12  or  15  Paces  from  the  City,  the 
Ships  coming  to  the  very  Houfes  of  the  Mer- 
chants, wher#they  load  and  unload  without 
much  Trouble  and  Charge  :  Beiides  that,  with, 
in  Musket-fhot  of  the  Harbour,  they  may  enter 
the  River,  which  is  of  vaft  Confequence  to 
Traffick. 

Francis  de  Jarai  was  the  firft  who  built  a 
Structure  of  Stone  in  this  Hie  after  the  Spanifb 
Fafliion,  fince  which  time  moll  of  the  other 
Spaniards  built  theirs  after  his  Model.  Don 
Diego  Columbo,  Vice- Admiral  of  the  Seas  of  the 
New  World,  and  Eldeft  Son  to  Admiral  Chifto- 
fher  Columbus,  was  made  Sovernour  of  Hifpa- 
mola,  being  fupported  by  the  Intereft  of 
Von  Frederick  de  Toledo,  Duke  of  Alba,  becaufe 
he  had  marry 'd  his  Niece,  Mary  de  Toledo, 
Daughter  to  Ferdinand  de  Toledo,  Grand  Com- 
mander of  Leon.  King  Philip  and  Queen  Joan, 
who  fucceeded  in  the  Throne  of  Spain  after  the 
Death  of  Ferdinand  and  Ifabtlla,  had  fo  great  an 
Efteem  for  theDuke  of  Alba,  that  they  refufed 
him  nothing,  whatever  he  ask'd  for  ;  fo  'tis  no 
Wonder,  if  he  with  Eafe  obtain'd  the  Govern- 
ment  of  Mifpaniola,  for  Don  Diego  Colum-  t 
bo,  who,  as  we  told  you,  had  married  that  ' 
Duke's  Niece  ;  the  Grand  Commander  of  Al- 
cantara, who  was  Governour  of  that  Ifle, 
feeing  recalfd  by  the  Intreagues  of  Fonfeca 
Bifhop  of  Badajoz,  his  private  Enemy.  Tho' 
this  Gentleman's  Place,  befides  his  own  Re. 
venue,  was  valu'd  at  8000  Ducats  a  Year,  he 
ipent  it  all  in  Ads  of  Charity,  but  efpeciallyin 
founding  an  Hofpital;  fo  that  he  was  forc'd  tq 

borrow 
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borrow  50  Piftoles  for  the  life  of  his  Voyage, 
when  he  was  recall'd  into  Spain. 

'Twas  in  the  Year  1509,  when  Don  Diego 
Columbo  fet  fail  for  Hifpaniola  with  the  Title 
of  Governour-General  •,  As  he  carry'd  his  Lady  T1)e  s 
Mary  de  Toledo  along  with  him,  a  great  Number  niih'Wo- 
of  other  Ladies  and  Gentlemen  took  this  Op.  men  firfi 
portunity  of  going  along  with  them,  and  the^07'^ 
young  Ladies,  for  the  moft  part,  made  their  ™'° the 
Fortunes  there  by  Marriage.   This  was  the  firft  ^x\^ 
time  any  Spanifh  Woman  was  known  to  have  left 
her  Native  Country,  to  fettle  in  the  New  fVorldt 
which  proved  of  great  Confequence  to  the 
Spaniards    for,  tho'  not  a  few  among  them,  had 
con  traded  Marriages  with  Indian  Women,  the 
greateft  Part  of  them  naufeated  them  too  much 
to  marry  them:  Thefe  Ladies  which  came  from 
Spain  proving  a  lingular  Ornament  to  the  City  of 
St.  Domingo,  and  meeting  with  great  Encourage- 
ment there,  many  other  Gentlemen  went  thi- 
ther with  their  Wives  and  Families,  which  rais'd 
this  City  to  a  moft  flourifhing  State ;  we  muft 
look  upon  this  as  an  Effect  of  God's  Mercy, 
who  would  have  his  Name  be  glorified  in  thofe 
Places,  where  the  Devil  had  bin  worftiip'd  with 
fo  much  Devotion  for  many  Ages. 

The  GrandCommander  was  not  at  St.Domwgo 
when  Don  Diego  arriv'd  there  with  all  thofe  that 
accompany'd  him  \  but  upon  his  return  thither, 
fhevv'd  a  great  deal  of  feeming  Satisfaction  at 
the  Sight  of  him,  and  told  them,  He  was  ready 
to  obey  the  King's  Orders,  which  recall'd  him 
into  Spain ;  and  accordingly  fet  fail  thence  in 
September,  in  the  fame  Year,  1509.  Don  Diego, 
upon  bis  Arrival  at  St.  Domingo,  had  taken  up 
hisRefidence  in  the  Caftle  ;  but  his  Catholick 
Majefty  was  pleas'd  to  bellow  the  Government 
pf  that  Fortrefs  upon  Michael  de  Poffamont,  and 

foon 
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foou  after  uponCapt.Gonzalez.Ferdinand  d'Oviedo 
a  Native  of  Madrid,  his  Favourite  and  Roya 
Hiftonographer,  Author  of  the  fame  Hiftory 
whereof  we   have  given  you  this  Ah/had 
The  Grand  Commander  met  with  a  moft  favour- 
able Reception  from  the  King,  as  well  on  ac- 
count  of  the  Signal  Services  he  had  done  him  in 
the  Indies,  as  in  refpeft  of  that  ancient  Friend- 
ihip  he  bore  him  ;  and  told  him,  He  was  hearti- 
ly lorry  he  had  recall'dhim  from  his  Govern- 
ment ;  So  foon  as  the  Commander  had  given  him 
a  circumftantial  Relation  of  the  true  State  of 
his  Affairs  in  the  Indies,  where  the  Natives  be- 
ing generally  inclin  d  to  that  Governour,  very 
much  regreted  his  Departure.    In  all  probabi- 
lity he  had  foon  bin  reinftated  in  that  Poft,  had 
not  his  Death,  which  happen'd  foon  after,  pre- 
vented it. 

Divifions 

The  Departure  of  the  Grand  Commander 
among  the  Pr°v  d  the  Caufe  of  no  fmall  Divifions  and  Dif- 
Spamards. orders  in  the  New  World,  becanfe  his  Friends  and 
Creatures,  who  had  vaft  Obligations  to  him, 
thwarted  under  hand  all  theDefigns  of  the  new 
Governour,  and  the  Court  of  Madrid  was 
pefter'd  with  continual  Petitions,  and  mutual 
Complaints  of  both  Parties.    To  check  the  fur. 
ther  Progrefs  of  thefe  Devifions,  it  was  thought 
lit  to  fend  a  Lord  Chief  Juftice  into  the  Indies, 
to  hear  and  determine  the  Complaints,  as  well 
of  the  Governour  as  of  theSubje&s    But  the 
firft  looking  upon  this  as  an  fntreuchment  upon 
his  Prerogative  and  Authority,  fo  far  fliew'd 
his  Diflike  thereat,  that  he  receiv'd  Orders  to 
return  to  Spain,  which  he  did  accordingly,  ha- 
ving fpent  vafl:  Summs  in  this  Voyage,  with- 
outreaping  any  confiderable  Benefit  by  it.  The 
King's  Death,  which  happen'd  foon  after,  prov'd 
another  Misfortune  to  Colambo,  as  well  as  to  the 

Affairs 
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Affairs  of  the  Indies,  which  he  had  left  entan- 
gled under  no  fmall  Difficulties,  the  Indians 
being  fickle,  inconftant  and  changeable,  which 
whether  it  owes  its  Origin  to  the  Air  and  Cli- 
mate, or  to  their  natural  Difpofition,  I  will  not 
pretend  to  determine. 

Upon  this  Occalion  it  will  not  be  improper 
to  mention  here,  what  Queen  Ifabelta  told  Chri- 
floyher  Columbus  one  Day,  when  he  was  giving  her 
an  Account  of  divers  Curiofities  he  had  met 
with  in  the  New  World.  He  told  her  among 
other  things,  That  the  Trees  in  thofe  Parts,  did 
not  fpread  their  Roots  into  the  Ground,  as  they 
do  in  Europe,  but  on  the  Surface  of  the  Earth. 
The  Queen  asking  the  Reafon  of  this  Difference, 
heanfwer'd,  That  the  Ground  being  burning  hot 
within,  by  reafon  of  the  Heat  of  the  Climate,  and 
the  Surface^  on  the  contrary,  moiftend  by  the  conti* 
final  Kains;  and  the  Roots  being  fenfible  of  this 
excejfive  Heat  and  Drynefs,  turn,  upwards,  to  par- 
take of  the  Benefit  of  the  Moifinefs,  on  the  Surface 
of  the  Ground,  which  fur  nifties  them  with  Nourifh- 
tnent.  I  am  very  much  afraid,  repiy'd  the  Queen, 
that  this  Difpofition,  and  thefe  Qualities  of  the 
Climate,  are  infused  into  the  Inhabitants  likewije  \ 
and  that,  as  the  Trees  do  not  take  firm  Root  there, 
fo  it  will  prove  a  hard  Task  to  fix  a  (fable,  confiant 
and  durable  Government  there.  'Tis  certain,  that  ^  Qha- 
if  you  converfe  never  fo  little  with  the  Indians,  rafter  of 
it  is  eafie  to  find  them  the  moft  fickle  and  the  the  Indi- 
raoft  Inconftant  of  all  Men  living,  who  never ans* 
ftick  to  any  thing,  and  who  fcarce  ever  know 
what  they  would  be  at ;  the  leaft  Appearance  of 
Fear,  difperfes  and  puts  them  to  Flight  \  in 
ftiort,  they  are  more  mirefolv'd,  more  weak 
and  credulous  than  Children  of  five  or  fix  Years . 
old;  and  what  is  the  worft,  is,  That  thofe 
which  are  born  from  Indian-women,  and  an  Eh- 
t  ropem 
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ropean  Father,  participate  to  a  very  high  De- 
gree of  their  Mother's  Infirmities. 

After  ChaiUs  V.  afcended  theSpanifi  Throne, 
he  commanded  Don  Diego  Columbo,  to  return  to' 
his  Government  of  St.  Domtngo  in  the  Indies 
which,  as  we  told  you  before,  he  had  bin  forc'd 
to  leave  by  the  Cabals  and  Power  of  his  Enemies 
againft  whom  he  had  pleaded  his  Caufe  at  Court 
for  five  Years  pair. 

'Tis  to  be  obferv'd,  that  molt  of  the  great 
Lords  in  Spain  had  their  Factors  and  Creatures 
in  the  Indies,  who  forc'd  the  Indians  to  work  in 
their  Sugar-works  and  Gold-mines,  and  treated 
them  otlierwife  in  a  moft  barbarous  manner  • 
of  thefe  fome  had  200,  others  300,  which  be- 
ing us'd  worfe  than  Beafts  of  carriage,  every 
Day,  what  with  Hunger,  and  what  with  the 
Toils  they  underwent,  they  drop'd  down  dead 
in  vaft  Numbers,  to  the  utter  Ruin  and  De- 
ftrudtion  of  the  Natives  of  this  Ifle. 

The  continual  Calamities  thefe  poorWretches 
groan'd  under,  by  the  Barbarity  of  the  Spa- 
niards, made  them  at  laft  refolve  upon  a  Mu- 
The  Indi-  tin7-    Accordingly  they  got  into  a  Body  in 
ans  drawn  Cbriftmoi  time,  1 522,  without  being  fufpe&ed 
to  defpe-  by  any  of  the  Spaniards,  of  whom  they  mafla- 

mZre  °[ed  not  a  few  in  the  Couiltr^  when  they 
tbe~§m-  tnouSh5  themfelves  in  the  utmoft  Security, 
niards.  Don  Diego  Celumbo  no  fooner  receiv'd  the  News 
of  this  Revolt,  and  the  Maflacres  committed 
by  the  Natives,  but  he  aflembled  all  his  Forces, 
both  Horfe  and  Foot,  and  march'd  with  them  in 
purfuit  of  the  Rebels :  On  the  fecond  Day  he  :' 
halted  on  the  Banks  of  the  River  Nizao,  where 
he  receiv'd  Intelligence,  that  they  lay  encamp'd 
about  four  Leagues  thence,  having  pillag'd  one 
of  the  Spanijh  Towns,  and  carry'd  off  every  • 
thing  they  could,  being  refolv'd  to  do  all  the 

Mifchiefl 
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Mifchief  that  poflibly  they  could  to  the  Eu- 
ropeans ;  which  they  would  certainly  have  effect- 
ed with  a  Vengance,  had  not  Providence  foon 
after  determin'd  it  otherwife,  and  made  all 
their  Proje&s  to  vanifh  into  Smoak  at  one 
Blow. 

Among  thofe  that  attended  the  Governour  in 
the  Army  was  Melchior  de  Caflro,  who  having 
fufFer'd  much  by  the  Revolted  Indians,  took  a- 
long  with  him  two  Horfemen  only  (but  with- 
out the  Governours  Knowledge,  who  hefup- 
pos'd  would  not  give  his  Confent)  and  with 
them  riding  to  his  Houfe,  found  it  miferably 
pillag'd  and  demolmYd  :  He  then  fent  Word  to 
the  Governour,  that  he  intended  to  amufe  the 
Indians,  whilft  he  mould  advance  with  his 
whole  Body,  to  attack  them  on  all  Sides. 
Hereupon  the  Governour  fent  him  Ten  Horfe- 
men, and  as  many  Foot- Soldiers,  with  whom 
he  advanced  to  the  Place  where  the  Rebels  lay 
encamp'd.  At  the  Sight  of  the  Chriftians  they 
fet  up  a  loud  Huz,2.ah,  whereat  thefe  being  not 
in  the  leaft  terrify'd,  refolv'd  to  charge  them 
immediately,  without  flaying  for  any  further 
Aid,  before  they  could  fully  difcover  their 
Number,  or  retreat,  till  they  were  join'd  by 
others :  So,  clapping  Spurs  to  their  Horfes,they 
came  upon  them  on  a  full  Gallop,  who  bravely  ^n  ^rm} 
ftood  their  Gronnd,  but  were  foon  broken  h°/0l^tb' 
however,  they  rallied  again,  and  ftood  the  ^ sodL 
Brunt  a  fecond  time,  annoying  the  Chriftians  ards. 
with  their  Darts,  Stones  and  Clubs  •,  but  thefe 
returning  likewife  to  the  Charge,  put  them  to 
an  entire  Rout,  with  a  great  Slaughter  of  the 
revolted  Indians,  the  remainders  whereof  faved 
themfelves  in  the  Woods.  The  Governour 
with  his  Body  coming  up  with  them  at  the  Con- 
clufion  of  the  Day,  return'd  thanks  to  God  for 

this 
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this  fo  providential  a  Viftory,  and  fpent  fix 
Days  in  the  Purfuit  of  the  Revolters,  which 
being  all  taken  at  laft,  were  hang'd  for  the  moft 
part,  in  the  Fields,  to  terrifie  the  reft  from  at- 
tempting any  fuch  thing  for  the  future. 
Theft  fe.      Theft  is  a  thing  the  Indians  abhor  moft  of  all 
othcrs'  and  whichthey  think  cannot  be  too  fe. 
tL  Indi  verely  Punifll'd  \  the7  empale  a  Thief  alive,  and 
ans.       leave  him  thus  till  he  expires,  and  this  feverePu- 
nifliment  is  infii&ed  upon  thofe  who  fteal  the 
moft  inconfiderable  thing  that  can  be  named. 
This  Crime  is  unpardonable  among  *em,  without 
anyRefpedl:  to  their  Parentagejntereft  or  Inter- 
ceflion  \  nay,  it  is  look'd  upon  as  a  Crime,  to 
follicitorfpeak  in  behalf  of  a  Thief,  or  to  re- 
queft  an  Abatement  or  Alteration  of  hisPunifh- 
ment.   The  Indians  are  not  in  the  leaft  avari- 
cious, or  coveting  of  any  fixd  Pofleflion  5  they 
are  given  to  trucking  to  a  Degree  of  madnefs, 
becaufe  they  do  it  only  to  fatisfie  their  Fancy, 
without  any  Regard  to  the  Value  of  the  Things 
they  intend  to  exchange:  They  will  ibmetimes 
part  with  a  Thing  of  20  or  30  Pounds  Value, 
for  two  or  three  Needles,  or  perhaps  a  Piece  of 
Ribbon,  meerly  to  gratifie  their  Fancies. 

They  were  animated  to,  and  engag'd  in  this 
Revolt,  at  the  Inftigation  of  the  Cacique  Don 
Henry,  who  having  embrac'd  theChriftian  Faith 
was  baptized,  he  having  learn'd  to  read  and 
write,  and  could  fpeak  Spanijh  very  well,  be- 
ing inftru&ed  in  all  thefe  things  from  his  In- 
fancy, by  a  religious  Francifcan,  and  the  Negli- 
gence of  Pitter  de  Vadiglio,  contributed  not  a 
little  to  the  Infurre&ion  of  this  Cacique,  he  be- 
ing Deputy  to  the  Governour  Dan  Diego  Colom- 
bo :  For  this  Cacique  having  receiv'd  a  grofe 
Affront  from  a  Spaniard,  made  Complaint  there- 
of to  the  Deputy  Governour,  defiring  Satis- 
faction 
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faction  for  the  Injury  he  had  done  him,  befides 
that,  he  had  Debauch'd  his  Wife.    The  De-Tfolnju- 
puty  Lieutenant  was  fo  far  from  giving  Ear  t0^ceJt°T{^ 
the  Cacique\  Complaints,  and  from  ordering  aian  Ca- 
dueSatisfa&ion  to  be  made  him,  that  he  treated 

cique. 

him  very  roughly,  and  committed  him  to  Pri- 
fon  ;  'tis  true,  he  difcharg'd  him  fcon  after, 
but  not  without  fome  haughty  and  thrcatning 
Expreflions.  The  Cacique  hereupon,  had  Re- 
courfe  to  the  Royal  Council  of  the  Indies^ 
which  is  kept  in  the  City  of  St.  Domingo  -0  but 
this  Council  referring  the  Cognizance  of  his 
Caufe  to  Vadiglio,  the  Cacique  faw  himfelf  in  a 
worfe  Condition  than  before,  being  again  com- 
mitted to  Prifon,  and  worfe  treated  than  for- 
merly. The  Cacique  then  thought  it  his  fafeft: 
Way  to  ad  the  Diflembler,  with  a  Refolution 
to  revenge  his  Quarrel  with  the  firft  Oppor- 
tunity, which  he  did  mofl  efFt&ually  ;  For,  no 
fooner  was  he  fet  at  Liberty,  but  putting  him- 
felf at  the  Head  of  a  good  Body  of  difcontented 
Indians ,  he  retir'd  into  the  Mountains  :  From  „  . 
hence  they  made  daily  Excurfions,  maflacring  faj0%  * 
all  the  Chriftians  that  fell  into  their  Hands,  pil- 
laging their  Houfes,  and  committing  a  thou- 
fand  Outrages  in  the  open  Country.  It  feems 
almoft  furprizing,  how  an inconlide table  Cacique 
could  have  the  Boldnefs  to  appear  in  Arms  a- 
gainfb  the  Chriftians,  when  all  the  Spanijh  Do- 
minions in  the  Indies,  which  were  very  full  of 
People,  were  conquer'd  by  300  Spaniards  only. 
But  it  is  to  be  obferv'd,  that  thde  firft  Con- 
querers  did  lead  a  Life  far  different  from  what 
their  Succdlbrs  have  done  fmce  there ;  thole 
lay  continually  under  their  Arms  upon  the  hard 
Ground,  for  fear  of  a  Surprize,  u  hcreas  thefe 
lead  an  idle  Life,  thinking  of  nothing  but  how 
to  heap  up  Gold  and  Riches.  Twas  this  ihat 
T  made 
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made  them  take  little  notice  at  firft  of  the 
Cacique's  Revolt,  tho'  they  faw  many  Negro's 
join  him  daily,  whereof  by  this  time  they  had 
fo  vaft  a  Number  in  their  Sugar-works,  that 
you  would  have  fwore  Hifpaniola  had  bin  tranf- 
planted  to  the  Coaft  of  Guinea. 

However  the  King  of  Spain,  to  ftifle  this  Re- 
bellion in  its  Infancy,  ofFer'd  a  general  Pardon 
to  the  Cacique  Don  Henry  and  his  Adherents, 
provided  they  would  return  to  their  Duty ; 
but  finding  them  refolute  to  perfevere  in  their 
Revolt,  Preparations  were  made  to  reduce 
them  by  force  of  Arms. 

In  the  mean  while,  itfeemsasif  God  thought 
fit  to  punifh  the  Guilt  of  Fadiglio,  who  had  bin 
the  Caufe  of  thefe  Difturbances,  by  the  ill 
Treatment  put  upon  the  Cacique,  inftead  of  do- 
ing him  Juftice  :  For,  in  his  return  from  the 
Indies  to  Spain  ^  aboard  a  VelTel  richly  loaden, 
the  fame  was  fwallow'd  up  in  the  Sea,  with  all 
the  Men  and  Riches  that  were  aboard  her.  We 
may  look  upon  this  Accident  as  an  Effect  of 
God's  Juftice,  who  fometimes  punilhes  in  this 
World,  fuch  as  make  an  ill  life  of  their  Autho- 
rity, to  opprefs  thofe  that  lye  under  Mis- 
fortunes. 

The  rebellious  Cacique^  with  his  Followers, 
was  retreated  into  the  Woods  and  Mountains, 
inacceffible  by  reafon  of  the  many  ftanding 
Waters  and  Marines  that  furrounded  them  : 
However,  Captain  Francis  Barrio  having  rcceiv  cl 
a  Commiffion  from  the  King  and  the  Royal 
Council  of  the  Indiansjio  fupprefs  this  Infurre&i- 
on,  went  abroad  with  thirty  Spaniards  only, 
with  an  intention  to  get  fome  Intelligence  con- 
cerning the  prefent  Condition  of  the  Rebels, 
in  order  to  reduce  them  by  Force,  in  cafe  they 
could  not  be  prevail'dupon,  ro  lay  down  their 

Arms. 
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Arms.  The  Captain  being  advanced  near  the 
Place  were  the  Cacique,  who  headed  the  Rebels, 
had  his  head  Quarters  at  that  time,  was  forced 
with  his  Men  to  pafs,  for  half  a  League  toge- 
ther, through  fenny  Places,  where  theyfome- 
times  fell  into  the  Water  up  to '  the  Arm-pits, 
till  at  laft  feeing  fome  Indians  in  their  Canoos^ 
they  ask'd  them  certain  Queftions  concerning 
the  Cacique  Von  Henry  and  his  Forces.  They  con- 
tinued all  that  Night  Under  their  Arms,  for 
fear  of  being  furpriz'd  y  but  at  the  fame  time 
difpatch'd  fome  Indians  to  the  Cacique,  to  give 
notice  of  their  Arrival,  and  that  they  had  cer- 
tain Proportions  of  Peace  to  offer  to  him  from 
the  King  of  Spain*  The  next  Day  twelve  In. 
dians  fent  by  the  Cacique i  and  conduced  by  one 
of  hisbeft  Captains,  came  in  t\\t\tCanoos  to  the 
Place  where  the  Spaniards  flood  at  their  Arms; 
but  Captain  Francis  Barrio,  to  remove  all  Caufe 
and  Sufpicionof  Fear,  met  them  atfomedift- 
ance  from  the  reft  of  his  Men,  and  embraced 
them.  They  told  him,  that  the  Cacique  was 
indifpos'd,  and,  that  otherwife  he  would  have 
come  in  Perfon  to  fee  him. 

The  Spanijh  Captain,  without  hefitating  upon  BoUnefi 
the  matter j  refolv'd  to  go  and  pay  a  Vifitta  °f  Spa- 
ihe  Cacique,  tho'  thofe  that  were  along  with  nifh  ,Com~ 
him  were  agamic  it,  reprelentmg  to  mm  the 
terrible  Paftages  cover'd  with   Briars  and 
Thorns,  and  many  other  Difficulties  they  were 
to  over-come  :   But  he  told  them    That  God 
and  the  King's  Service  requir'd  it  •,  That  they 
h3d  furmounted  as  great  Obftacles  as  thefe  long 
ago,  and  that,  as  the  Cafe  flood,  they  could  not 
retreat  with  any  Hopes  of  Safety,  even  tho* 
their  Lives  lay  at  Stake.    He  was  no  fooner 
come  in  fight  of  the  Cacique  Don  Henry's  Quar- 
ters, but  he  fent  an  Indian  to  give  him  notice  ot 
T  2  his 
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his  coming,  to  affnre  him  of  his  fincere  Intenti- 
ons, and  to  let  him  know,  that  he  was  come  at- 
tended only  by  a  few,  to  take  away  all  occafion 
ox  Sufpicion  ;  That  he  had  a  Commiffion  from 
the  King  of  Spain,  to  allure  him.  that  he  would 
pardon  every  thing  that  was  pafs'd,  if  he  would 
return  to  his  Duty.  The  Cacique  deputed  im- 
mediately one  of  his  Chief  Officers  to  the  Spanijh 
Captain,  to  let  him  know,  that  he  might  come 
to  him  with  all  imaginable  Security.  They 
embrac'd  one  another  at  their  firft  meeting,  and 
feated  themfelves  under  the  Shade  of  a  Tree  on 
a  kind  of  Callicoe  Quilt,  or  Carpet.  Captain 
Tamacco  an  Indian %  one  of  the  moit  redoubtable 
Enemies  of  the  Chriftians,  and  who  had  bin  a 
conftant  Plague  to  them,  came  alfo  with  five 
other  Captains  to  embrace  the  Spaniard  -7  for  it  is 
to  beobferv'd,  that  the  Cacique  Henry  had  un- 
der him  fix  Captains  or  Leaders ;  they  wore 
Swords,  and  were  arm'd  after  the  European 
manner,  except  that  inftead  of  a  Cuirafs,  they 
wore  a  kind  of  Breaft-  Armour  of  twilled  Cords 
of  a  red  Colon r. 

The  SpamjJj  Captain  told  the  Cacique.  That 
he  was  highly  oblig'd  to  the  King's  Mercy  and 
Goodnefs,  who  was  willing  to  pafs  by  and  bury 
in  Oblivion  all  his  pafs'd  Faults,  and  to  receive 
him  into  his  Favour.  He  then  deliver  d  to  him 
a  Letter  from  the  King,  which  being  read 
m  the  Prefence  of  all  that  were  there  on  the 
Spot,  the  Od^kifs'd  it,  and  then,  to  (hew  his 
Keiped,  laid  it  upon  his  Head  ^  He  alfo  gave 
hun  a  Letter  of  Safety  from  the  Royal  Council 
of  the  Indies  t  fealed  with  the  Seal  of  the 
Chancery,  kept  in  the  City  of  St.  Domingo.  He 
added,  That,  in  cafe  he  now  refus'd  the  Pardon 
offer  d  him  from  the  King,  he  muft  expect  no- 
thing but  War,  without  any  Hopes  of  a  Peace 

or 
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or  Truce,  'till  he  were  intirely  reduc'd.  Re- 
member, faid  he  to  him,  that  for  thefe  13 
Years  laft  paft,  fince  you  have  withdrawn  your 
felf  from  your  Allegiance  due  to  the  King,  you 
have  not  enjoy 'd  one  Minutes  Reft,  being  o- 
blig'd  to  lurk  and  hide  your  felf  in  unhabitable 
and  inacceflible  Places  \  whereas  on  the  other 
Hand,  if  you  return  to  your  Duty,  it  is  left  to 
your  Choice  to  pitch  upon  the  moft  convenient 
and  pleafant  Place  in  the  Ifland,  fuch  as  you  (hall 
belt  approve  of,  to  pafs  the  remainder  of  your 
Days  in  Quiet. 

Thefe  Arguments  had  the  defir'd  EfFeft  upon 
the  Cacique  ;  He  told  him ;  That  the  Affront  he 
had  receiv'd  from  the  Spaniards,  had  moved  him 
to  take  up  Arms  againft  them  ;  but  that,  for 
the  future,  he  promis'd  an  inviolable  Fidelity 
to  the  King:  That  he  would  immediately  call 
back  all  the  Indians  he  had  fent  abroad  in  divers 
Parts  of  the  Ifland,  to  annoy  the  Spaniards,  and 
would  reftore  the  Negro  Slaves  to  their  Mailers. 
They  embracd  once  more  at  parting,  with  mu- 
tual Aflurances  of  Friend  (hip,  and  the  Cacique 
fent  a  Captain  and  another  Indian,  to  conduct 
the  Spaniards  to  the  Sea-fide.  Thefe  two  drank 
fo  much  Wine  that  the  Spaniards  thought  they 
would  have  dy'd  upon  the  Spot,  being  not  us'd 
to  this  kind  of  Liquor.  As  their  Death  might 
have  bin  laid  at  the  Door  of  the  Spaniards, whhh 
would  have  prov'd  very  unlucky  at  this  Con- 
juncture, they  made  them  fwallow  down  good  The  Revolt 
Store  of  Oil,  which,  with  fome  other  proper^  in  a 
Remedies,  brought  them  to  themfeives  :  Be-^"' 
fore  they  were  fent  back,  the  Spanijh  Captain 
made  them  a  Prefent  of  fome  Cloths  for  them 
and  their  Chief  Officers,  and  of  a  rich  Veil  for 
the  Cacique,  Don  Henry,  The  Indians  are  a 
fickle  Generation,  they  muft  be  fix'd  and  en- 
T  3  gag'4 
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gag'd  by  fmall  Prefents,  to  keep  them  in  a  good 
Underftanding  with  the  Chriftians. 

It  appears  by  the  Books  of  the  Chamber  of 
Accounts,  that  the  Charges  of  the  War  carry'd 
on  for  1 3  Years  fucceflively  againft  the  Cacique^ 
amounted  to  400000  Pounds  of  Gold,  taken 
out  of  the  King's  Treafury.    Twas  ftirewdiy 
fufpedted  that  this  War  was  under-hand  fo- 
mented, or  at  leaft  protracted  by  fome,  which 
atlaft  ended  in  an  honourable  Peace,  for  the 
Cacique  and  his  Adherents,  confidering  the  vaffc 
Difproportion  betwixt  him,  and  the  Power  of 
that  Prince  againft  whom  he  had  taken  up 
Arms.    But  it  was  thought  moft  advifeable  to 
bring  Matters  to  a  Reconciliation,  by  granting 
a  general  Ad  of  Oblivion  of  all  the  Murders, 
Robberies,  and  other  Depredations  or  Dama- 
ges they  had  committed  upon  the  Spaniards.  It 
was  alfo  left  to  the  Cacique's  own  Choice,  to 
chufe  what  Places  he  thought  beft  and  moft  con* 
venient  in  the  Ifland,for  his  Refidence and  thofe 
that  belong'd  to  him  :   The  King  of  Spain  being 
more  inclinable  to  grant  an  honourable  Peace  to 
thefeRebels,than  to  expofehis  ChriftianSubje&s 
any  longer  to  their  Rage.  Befides,  that  this  Ca- 
cique being  baptiz'd  in  his  Infancy,  and  his  Do- 
minions containing  a  great  Number  of  Men, 
with  their  Wives  and  Families,  it  was  hop'd, 
not  without  Reafon,  that  this  Peace  would  prove 
a  Means  to  augment  the  Number  of  Chriftians 
in  that  Ifle.    Neither  were  they  miftaken  in 
their  Aim  \  For,  all  thofe  that  had  any  Depen- 
danceonhim,  by  the  Example  and  Perfuafion 
of  their  Leader,  received  Baptifm,  and  for  ever 
after  cultivated  a  good  Correfpondence  with 
the  Europeans* 
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CHAP.  VII. 

Of  certain  particular  Curiosities  relating  to 
the  Indies  ;  Of  the  moft  confiderable  Ri- 
vers ;  Of  their  Gold,  and  Silver  Mines, 
and  their  manner  of  digging  for,  and  ma- 
naging of  Gold, 

THere  are  innumerable  Proofs  which  con- 
vince us  of  that  Forefight  of  Nature, 
according  to  which  me  provides  for  us  every 
thing  that  is  neceffary  for  our  Subfiftance.  We 
have  told  you  already,  with  what  Dexterity  the 
Indians  ftrike  Fire,  with  a  Piece  of  pointed  Iron 
of  about  a  Foot  long  and  half  an  Inch  thick  if 
they  happen  to  make  any  Stay  in  the  Country, 
and  ftaud  in  need  either  of  Light  or  Fire,  to 
drefs  their  Vi&uals  or  otherwife,  they  take  two  How  the 
fmall  Sticks,  very  dry  and  light,  which  they  Indians 
tye  together,  and  lay  at  length  upon  tWtrlketire' 
Ground  \  betwixt  thefe  two  they  fix  the  Point 
of  the  Iron,  and  turning  it  with  the  fwifteft 
Motion  that  poffibly  they  can,  betwixt  their 
Hands,  the  Point  of  the  Iron  by  being  thus  vio- 
lently rubb'd  betwixt  the  two  Sticks,  is  heated, 
and  foon  after  fets  the  Sticks  on  Fire.  This 
Way  of  ftriking  of  Fire,  which  has  fomething 
peculiar  in  it,  is  frequently  made  ufe  of  among 
the  Indians.    Pliny  tells  us,  Fire  may  be  made  by  UK  a. 
rubbing  two  Sticks  againft  one  another,  much  Hilt.  Nat. 
after  the  fame  manner  as  the  Indians  do.  With- 
out going  fo  far,  we  fee  frequently  the  Axel- 
trees  of  Chariots,  and  Cables  of  Ships,  take 
fire  by  too  violent  a  Motion. 
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rJf  „f  1 \  5  n,eCeTa7 than  Fire'  for  the  Sup- 
port of  Life.  In  thofe  Places  of  the  Ind.i 
where  they  hare  no  Salt,  they  have  a  Way  of 

t,?  in|,3Water'  t0,fiPPly*e  Defeft  of  na- 
tural Saltoprings.    However,  they  have  Moua- 

'Parent  Saline  Criftal,  not  inferiour  in  Goodnefs 
toour  e™„, Salt.   Thefe  Criftals  are  carry'd 

X°ftr Parts°f.the/*f'<  exchanged  for 
other  Commodit.es-,  fome  Pieces  of  them 

Tretrc'd0^ \k"fTf  Weight'  fo  tllat  they 
are  tore  d  to  break  them  into  feveral  Pieces 

for  the  Conveniency  of  Carriage  ' 

raole  oi  the  .t  pafles  through  the  City  of 

St,  Domwgv,  unto  which  it  is  both  a  great  Or- 
nament and  lingular  Conveniency,  its  Entrance 
being  very  deep,  fo  that  Ships  of  a  confiderable 
Bu  tnen  may  come  up  to  the  very  Houfes  of  that 

hM ]™eVe\the  Wrater*  oftn3t  R^er  being 
bra,ki!h  there  by  reafon  of  the  Vicinity  of  thf 
Sea,  they  are  oblig'd  to  fetch  their  Sweet  Water 
—.7  p.     ^bove  a  League  higher  up  the  River.  TheRiver 
Ndvf"^^      Cerent  croft  the  whole £ 
difchargmg  it  felf  into  the  Sea  on  the  North 
hde  ,  but  it  is  fcarcc  Navigable,  unlefs  near  its 
m  River  Entrance.    The  River  Ni^o '  is  a  very  fa  r 

rarHSnare  llnd^ith  Sugar-canes,  handfome 
Gardens,  good 'Corn-fields,  and  excellent  Pa- 
ri, Xiver  "ur,es'  wh'cb  feed  abundance  of  Cattel.  The 
Hain..    Bmks  °;  the  River  Hmn»  arealfo  full  of  Sugar- 
canes,  its  Waters  are  very  excellent  and  falu- 
bnous  tho  not  very  deep,  and  the  adjacent 
Grounds  exceeding  fertile  \  it  difembogu'es  in- 
The  Rive,-  $  he  If  °"  ,the  South-fae  of  the  Ifle.  The 
X%Z     H'veriW  derives  its  Name  from  a  certain 
"       fmall  Creature,  which  iufinuates  it  felf  into  the 
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Flefh  at  the  Extremities  of  the  Toes,  where  it 
caufes  moft  violent  Pains,  and  fometimes  Death, 
if  not  timely  taken  care  of.    The  Banks  oa 
both  Sides  of  this  River  are  cover'd  with  Sugar- 
canes  \  the  Pafture  Grounds  which  are  behind 
them,  and  its  many  Channels  it  fends  forth  into 
the  adjacent  Country,  are  of  great  life  to  the 
Inhabitants-,  'tis  only  Four  Leagues  diftant  from 
St.  Domingo,    The  Juna  is  one  of  the  moft  ra-  The  Rive) 
pid  Rivers  of  all  this  Ifle,  it  runs  through  the  Juna. 
Province  of  Bwm?  and  falls  into  the  Sea  on 
the  North- fide  of  it.  J  ache  is  a.  Name  belong-  The  Rive* 
ing  to  two  Rivers  in  the  Ifle  of  Spain,  one  joins  Jache. 
its  Water  with  the  fpacious  River  Neiva,  and 
changes  its  Name  as  foon  as  it  falls  into  it.    The  jnoth 
other  Jache  is  a  River  much  celebrated  for  its  rLt\. 
Saline  Springs  upon  its  Banks  ;  which  arealfoche. 
embelliuYd  with  delightful  Fields,  Pafture- 
Grounds  and  Medows  *,  it  has  a  very  rapid 
Current.  The  Hatibonko  is  another  large  River,  The  River 
but  very  rapid  on  the  Weft-fide  of  the  Jfle;  the  Hatib°- 
adjacent  Country  affords  excellent  Corn-fields. Ilico' 
There  are  befides  thefe,  many  other  Rivers  in 
this  Ifle,  which  afford  great  Plenty  of  Fifh,  as 
the  Macoris,  the  Catui,  the  Cibao,  where  thev 
fifh  for  Gold.  3 
The  Ufe  of  Gold  is  of  a  very  ancient  date. 
Pliny  tells  us,  that  Cadmm  was  the  firft  who 
found  out  Gold,  and  the  way  of  melting  it  : 
Others  attribute  it  to  Tkoas,  or  to  Lailides,  or 
tothe5/w,  Son  of  the  Ocean,  unto  whom  Ge Bus 
likewife  afcribes  the  firft  life  of  Medicines. 
God  commanded  Mofesto  take  Gold  and  Silver 
from  the  Jfraelites,  for  the  Ufe  of  the  Taberna- 
cle he  was  to  erecf.    When  Jofeph,  Surveyor 
General  of  Egypt,  order'd  his  Brothers  Sacks 
to  be  fill'd  with  Corn,  and  the  Money  they  had 
brought  along  with  them,  to  be  put  uppermofi: 
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in  each  Sack,  he  caus'd  a  Silver  Cup  to  be  laid 
in  that  of  the  youngeft,  befides  his  Portion  of 
Money.   The  fame  Jofeph  was  fold  by  bis  Bro- 
thers into  Egypt)  to  the  JJhmaelites,  for  Money 
which  fufficiently  proves  the  Antiquity  of  the 
life  of  Silver  and  Gold,  and  of  other  Metals. 
Pliny  likewife  relates  of  Servius  T ullius,  King  of 
Rome,  That  he  was  the  firft  who  introduced  a 
Golden  Coin,  and  that  before  that  Time  they 
us'd  it  only  in  rough  Pieces  \  he  put  the  Stamp 
of  a  Sheep  upon  this  Coin,  whence  the  Latins 
have  given  the  Name  of  Pecunia  to  all  coin'd 
Metals. 

After  the  Spaniards  had  made  King  Atabaliba 
their  Prifoner,  in  1533.  they  fent  to  the  King 
of  Spain  for  his  fifth  Share  400000  Golden  Pi- 
Holes,  the  other  i5ooooc  being  divided  among 
thofe  who  had  aflifted  in  this  Conqueft  \  each 
common  Soldier  had  for  his  Share  pooo  Pi- 
iloles  \  the  Officers  according  to  their  refpective 
Degrees,  fome  15000,  fome  20000,  and  fome 
50000.  This  Viftory  was  not  inferiour  to  that 
the  Spaniards  obtained  over  King  Montazuma  in 
Nm  Spain.  'Tis  very  remarkable,  that  juft 
when  the  Forces  deiign'd  by  his  CathoUck  Ma- 
jefty  againft  the  Indians,  were  aflembling  at 
Barcelona,  four  Ships  arriv'd  in  that  Port  loaden 
with  Ingots  of  Gold,  valued  at  two  Millions 
of  Money,  being  the  Spoils  of  that  Victory  ob- 
tainM  by  Francis  Pizarc,  Governour  of  Peruy 
over  the  before  mentioned  AtabaUba,  There 
are  Inflances  of  entire  folid  Pieces  of  Gold 
being  found,  of  3000  or  ^ood  Piftoles  in 
Weight. 

Hifpaniala  produces  Gold  in  divers  Parts ; 
its  Mountains,  as  well  as  its  Rivers,  con- 
tain a  good  Store  of  it,  efpecially  the  River 
Cibaoy  which  is  very  Famous  for  the  great 
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Quantity  of  Gold  it  affords  but  after  all,  the 
Charge  of  finding  it  is  more  than  rnoft  People 
can  well  imagine ;  bcfides  that,  it  is  not  always 
of  the  fame  Finenefs  or  Goodnefs*  tho*  it  be 
taken  out  of  one  and  the  fame  Mine  or  River. 
The  Indians  frequently  mix  Silver  and  other 
Metals  among  the  Gold  they  exchange  with  the 
Europeans.  The  Virgin  Gold  is  found  in  the  Gold 
Rivers,  on  their  Banks,  or  in  the  Waters,  and  vhere  end 
fometimes  alfo  in  the  Mountains.  Thofe  who  how  2f  M 
make  it  their  Profeflion  to  manage  the  Gold'  ' 
Traffick,  maintain  a  great  Number  of  In- 
dian Slaves  for  that  purpofe.  They  caufe  the 
Ground,  where  they  fuppofe  they  may  find 
Gold,  to  be  well  cleans'd  of  the  Sand,  Stones, 
Shrubs  and  Trees  that  ftand  in  their  way ; 
after  which,  they  begin  to  digg  about  eight  or 
ten  Feet  fquare,  butfearce  above  a  Foot  deep > 
if  they  meet  with  a  Gold-vein,  they  digg  deep- 
er, and  what  ever  is  call  up  they  waffi  very 
well,  to  feparate  the  Gold  from  the  Earth. 
Whenever  they  come  to  the  rocky  Part# 
without  getting  Sight  of  any  Gold,  they 
leave  off  digging  there,  and  begin  at  another 
Place. 

So  foon  as  any  one  has  difcover'd  a  Gold 
Mine,  he  is  obliged  to  give  notice  thereof  to  the 
King's  Commiffioners,  but  efpecially  to  the 
Surveyor  of  the  Royal  Mines,  for  him  to  caufe 
jt  to  be  meafur'd  ;  becaafe  no  body  is  allow'd  to 
digg  in  thofe  Grounds  which  are  referv'd  and 
rnark'd  for  the  King's  life  •  The  Tranfgreflbrs 
are  puniuYd  as  feverely  as  Highway-men  \  but 
the  firft  Commer  may  digg  in  the  Grounds  next 
adjacent  to  the  King's  \  tho'  it  frequently  hap. 
pens,  that  a  Mine  contiguous  to  a  very  rich 
(Gold  Mine,  produces  little  or  nothing,  or  at 
leaft  only  Silver.   Thus  it  happened  to  a  certain 

Party-* 
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Vortugitcfc  nam'd  Mela,  who  in  a  little  time 
dug;  out  of  his  Mine  to;  the  Value  of  6000  Pi- 
ftoles  in  Gold,  whereas  thofe  that  were  em- 
ploy'd  in  the  Contiguous  Mines,  did  not  get 
enough  to  defray  their  Charges. 
How  it  is     That  the  Gold  whilft  it  is  brought  out  of  the 
mfrg'd.  Mines  may  not  be  wafted,  they  put  the  Earth 
they  dig  in  Baskets  of  Ozier  or  Cane,  and 
then  wafti  it  well  with Water,to  feparate  it  from 
the  Gravel  or  Sand  ;  this  is  commonly  the  Em- 
ployment of  the  Indian  Women :  They  go  into 
the  Water  up  to  the  Middle,  holding  the 
Basket  by  two  Handles,  and  thus  making  them 
to  and  from  the  Water,  warn  away  all  the  Su- 
perfluities, the  more  ponderous  Part,  which  con- 
tains the  Gold,  remaining  fettled  at  the  Bottom 
of  the  Basket.    They  are  here  fo  indubious  in 
the  Search  after  Gold,  that  they  will  fdry  up 
whole  Brooks,  and  divert  the  Courfe  of  Rivu- 
lets, to  find  the  Gold  in  the  Sand  and  Gravel 
at  the  Bottom  of  them  ;  'tis  fufficiently  prov'd 
by  Experience,  that  the  Gold  is  carry'd  along 
%y  the  Torrents,  from  the  Mountains  in  the 
V allies  and  Rivers  •  'tis  alfo  found  fometimes 
in  the  open  Fields,  which  if  it  happen,  they 
conclude,  the  whole  circumjacent  Grounds  to 
contain  Gold  Mines  ;  but  mofc  commonly  the 
Difference  Sreateft  Quantity  of  it,  is  found  at  the  Foot  of 
m  Gold   the  Mountains.    Sometimes  a  Gold  Mine  is  of 
Mlms.    no  great  Extent  on  the  Surface,  but  reaches, 
very  deep  towards  the  Center  of  the  Earth  \  in 
fuch  a  Cafe  they  dig  as  if  they  intended  to 
make  a  Well,  and  the  deeper  they  go,  the  more 
Gold  they  meet  with  \  but  they  muft  take  care 
the  Ground  don't  fink  from  above  upon  the 
Work-men,  and  flifle  them.    There  are  abund- 
ance of  fubterraneous  Mines  in  Hifamola. 
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To  take  due  precaution  againft  this  Acci- 
dent, Pliny  fays,  That  thofe  that  work'd  in 
the  Mines,  us'd  to  fupport  the  Earth  above 
them,  with  Planks  and  Trunks  of  Trees,  He 
relates  this  of  Afinria,  Galicia  and  fome  other 
Countries  of  Spain,  which  he  fays,  afford  but 
little  Grain  and  other  Neceflaries  of  Life,  but 
in  lieu  thereof  arc  exceeding  rich  in  Gold  Mines, 
and  that  every  Year  they  us 'd  to  bring  out  of 
the  Mines  of  Afturia ,  no  lefs  then  20000 
weight  of  it.  Thefe  Gold  Mines,  Pliny  fpeaks 
of,  muft  at  prefent  be  exhaufted  \  yet  there 
is  yet  remaining  fome  Silver,  Copper  and  Iron 
Mines  in  Spain,  which  are  of  great  Advantage 
to  the  King. 

The  further  you  find  the  Gold  removed 
from  its  original  Place  of  Nativity  fas  we 
may  call  it)  the  more  refin'd  it  is,  being 
carry  d  along  by  the  Torrents  that  fall  from 
the  Mountains,  or  by  the  Currents  of  the 
Rivers.  'Tisalfo  worth  Obfervation,  that  the 
Virgin  Gold  appears  purer,  and  carries  a  better 
Luftre,  before  it  is  touch'd  by  the  Fire.  It 
happens  fometimes-,  that  in  digging,  they  find 
a  Gold  Vein  which  difperfes  it  felf  into  an 
infinite  Number  of  Branches  no  bigger  than  a 
Thready  or  Needle,  which  meeting  at  a  certain 
Concavity  fills  it  quite  up,  fo  that  penetrating 
through  the  Pores  of  the  Earth,  it  gathers 
there  like  melted  Wax  \  For,  whilftit  is  under 
Ground  it  is  whitifli  and  pliable,  you  may 
handle  and  mould  it  as  eafily  as  mollify'd 
Waxj  but  it  becomes  hard,  fo  foon  as  it  is 
cxpos'd  to  the  Air.  No  Body  is  permitted 
to  dig,  or  go  in  quell  of  Gold,  without  a 
Warrant  fign'd  by  the  King's  Coramiffioncrs  •, 
if  they  do,  and  are  d-fcover'd,  ail  they  get  is 
forfeited  to  the  King  of  Spain, 
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CHAP.  VIII. 

Of  the  Manners  and  particular  Cufioms  of 
fome  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Continent 
in  the  Indies. 

WE  read  in  many  Paflages  of  Pliny's  Natural 
Hiftory,  that  in  Scythia  there  were  cer- 
tain People,  who  fed  upon  Humane  Flefh,  and 
drunk  their  Blood  in  Cups  made  of  Men's 
Skulls ;  they  us'd  to  pull  out  the  Teeth  of 
thofe  they  had  flain,  and  ware  them  for  Orna- 
ments fake  about  their  Necks,  whence  they 
were  calfd  u4ntropophagi  ;  they  liv'd  beyond 
Cannibals  the  River  Bortflhenes.  There  are  to  this  Day  in 
or  Men-  the  Indies  fuch  like  Men-eating  Nations,  who 
eaters.  feed  Up0n  humane  Flefli,  and  who  facrifice  Men, 
juft  as  formerly  the  People  of  Thrace  ofFer'd 
up  Strangers  to  their  falfe  Divinities.  The 
Savages  inhabiting  on  the  Continent  of  the 
Indies,  call'd  Cborotegas  or  Caribes,  wage  War 
with  their  Neighbours,  chiefly  for  the  Benefk 
of  taking  Prifoners,  whom  they  devour.  They 
are  a  Generation  without  the  lean:  Senfe  of  Hu- 
manity, much  lefs  of  Pitty,  who  differ  from 
wild  Bears  only  in  outward  Shape.  They  fhew 
not  the  leafl:  Symtoms  of  any  good  InclinatH 
ons,  and  even  fuch  as  have  bin  taken  in  their 
Infancy,  and  educated  among  the  Chriftians, 
return  in  time  to  their  vicious  Difpofition. 
They  are  fo  much  addi&ed  to  Cruelty  andVene- 
ry,  that  it  is  next  to  an  Impoflibility  to  make 
them  defift.  from  it,  it  is  as  it  were  natural  to 
them. 

Tis  a  very  common  thing  in  the  Indies,  to 
meet  with  Monfters  and  monftrous  Births; 
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fometimes  fuch  like  happen  alfo  in  Europe.  The 
10th  of  Jdy^  in  the  Year  1533.  the  Wife  of   Jn  Tn~ 
John  Lopez,  a  Native  of  SeviU,  but  then  living^/.  °f* 
at  St.  Domingo  in  the  Indies^  was  brought  to  Bed  forth™* 
of  two  Daughters  grown  together ;  all  the 
chief  Inhabitants  of  that  City,  who  had  the 
Curiolity  of  coming  to  the  Houfe  to  fee  the  Mo- 
ther and  thefe  monftrous  Children,  were  Eye 
\Witnefles  of  this  Angular  Accident.  They  were 
join'd  together  from  the  Stomach  and  Breafts  to 
the  Navel    each  of  thefe  two  Children  had  two 
Arms,  each  a  Head,  and  a  well  featur'd  Faces, 
each  its  peculiar  Neck  \  their  Bodies,  from  the 
Navel  down  to  the  Feet  were  alfo  feparated : 
They  had  each  its  peculiar  Name  given  them  in 
their  Baptifm ;  the  Prieft,  after  having  fprin- 
kled  the  Baptifm  Water  over  one  of  their  Heads, 
baptizing  the  other  likewife,  with  thefe  addi- 
tional Words,  If  thou  art  not  baptized  already  ; 
being  under  fome  doubt,  whether  they  had  two 
diftind Souls.   This  monftrous  Birth  dying  in 
about  1 8  Days  after,  was  open'd,  and  all  the 
Entrails  found  double ,  two  Livers ,  two 
Hearts ,  two  Inteftines  \  however,  the  two 
Livers  were  clofed  together,  being  parted  only 
by  a  skinny  Thread.    The  Navel,  which  on  the 
outfide  feem'd  to  be  only  fingle,  was  feparated 
within,  fo  that  one  of  the  Navel-ftrings,  of 
one  of  them,  enter  d  within  the  Concavity  of 
the  others  Belly,  they  being  from  thence 
actually  feparated  downwards,  for  each  had 
two  Thighs,  two  Legs,  Feet,    &c.  One 
dy'd  about  an  Hour  before  the  other-,  but  it  is 
ro  be  obferv'd,  that  the  fame  Child  being  born 
and  brought  into  the  World  an  Hour  before, 
they  may  be  faid  to  have  liv'd  the  feif  fame 
time.    A  remarkable  Difference  was  obferv'd  in 
their  Actions ,  for  one  would  cry,  whilft  the 
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other  was  quietjone  would  fleep,whilft  the  other 
was  awake  5  and  fo  in  the  fame  manner  with 
their  natural  Functions,  Pifllng,  &c.  whence  it 
was  eafie  to  infer  that  they  were  twodiftinct 
Bodies,  animated  by  two  Souls. 

And  fince  in  this  and  the  preceeding  Chap- 
ter, we  have  enter'd  upon  the  Theme  of 
extraordinary  Accidents,  we  mufl:  not  pafs  by 
in  Silence,  a  certain  miraculous  Spring  which 
arifes  in  the  midffc  of  the  Sea,  not  far  from  the 
Ifle  of  Navaza,  being  a  fmall  uninhabited  Ifle, 
betwixt  HifpanioU  and  Jamaica,  about  18 
Degrees  from  the  Equinoctial  Line.  In  the  open 
Sea  about  half  a  League  from  the  Shoar  of  the 
Ifleof  Navaza,  there  are  certain  Rocks  which 
you  may  plainly  difcover  under  Water  •  from 
jfre/bWa-  thence  you  fee  arife  a  fmall  Spring  or  Spout  a- 
7nthcSea  bove  the  Sea  Waves,  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  you 
*  may  plainly  difhnguifti  the  fweet  Water  of  the 
Spring,  without  any  Intermixture  of  the  Sea 
Water.  The  Spout  is  of  the  thicknefs  of  a 
Man's  Arm,  and  arifes  from  the  Rocks  lying 
under  the  fait  Water,  at  leafl  five  Foot  deep 
from  their  top  to  the  Surface  of  the  Sea. 

In  the  I  lie  of  St.  Domingo,  not  far  from  the 
Country  of  the  Cannibals,  about  14  Degrees 
beyond  the  Equinoctial  Line,  there  is  a  fmall 
River,  not  above  twenty  Paces  broad  at  its 
Mouth,  and  fcarce  four  or  five  Foot  deep  •,  un- 
j  hot  der  the  Water  of  this  River,  you  meet  with  a 
Spying  in  boiling  Spring  of  Water,  fo  that,  if  you  put 
tbevudjl  of  your  Hand  into  it,  and  take  up  fome  of  the 
a  Rwer.    Sand  from  the  Bottom,  you  would  think  you 
had  your  Hand  full  of  warm  Afhes.  This 
Fountain  confines  its  Water  only  to  the  Bottom 
ef  the  River,  that  on  the  Surface  being  coor 
and  very  pleafaut  to  the  tafte.    The  Reafon  of  < 
it  doubtleis  is,  That  a  certain  Subterraneous 
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Stream  of  Water  which  pafTes  through  the 
Sulphur  Mines,  communicates  its  Heat  to  this 
Spring  ;  and  what  confirms  this  Opinion,  is,  . 
That  about  300  Paces  beyond  it,  there  iffues  a 
Spring  out  of  the  bare  Earth,  the  Water 
whereof  is  fo  hot,  that  you  can't  keep  it  in  your 
Mouth  without  Danger  of  burning  it.  On  the 
Banks  of  tkis  River,  is  found  abundance  of 
Gold; 


CHAP.  IX, 

Concerning  fome  Plants  and  Fruits  peculiar 
to  the  Indies. 

TH  E  Plant  call'd  dges  by  the  Indians^  is  a  The  Plant 
kind  of  Turnep,  growing  under  ground  ;Ages. 
the  Leaves  not  unlike  to  the  Ivy  :  They  Plant 
them  in  a  Line,  the  Ground  being  rais'd  a  little 
above  them  ;  it  grows  up  and  produces  Leaves 
immediately*  which  afford  a  Shade  that  pre* 
ferves  the  Fruit,  which  does  not  come  to  full 
maturity  till  at  five  or  fix  Months  end  \  it  is 
the  ordinary  Food  of  Labourers,  who  eat  it 
inftead  of  Bread  with  Fifh  and  Flefh  \  whence  it 
is  that  you  meet  with  it  in  moft  Gardens.  The 
Indians  and  Negroes  have  fcarce  any  other  al- 
lowance for  their  Food ;  when  it  is  hroifd  it 
"dimes  much  better,  and  is  often  eaten  after 
Supper,  with  Wine,  to  help  digeftion.  They 
weigh  fometimcs  three  or  four  Pound  a  piece, 
:hey  have  a  white  or  reddilh  Paring,  the  Pulp  is 
lot  unlike  a  Turnep. 

The  Potato  %  grow  in  vail  Qantities  in  the  Potato's* 
rndiesy  being  one  of  the  belt  Fruits  the  Indians 
fesd  upon,  beiugj  when  they  are  well  drefs'dj 
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not  inferior  to  many  of  the  beft  Fruits  of  En. 
rope.  They  are  propagated  in  the  fame  manner 
as  the  Ages,  and  'tis  very  probable  they  are  of 
the  fame  Kind,  there  being  fo  near  a  Refem- 
blance  betwixt  their  Leaves,  and  Shape,  only 
that  the  Potato's  have  a  much  finer  tafte,  being 
fit  to  beferv'd  up  on  a  Princes  Table  :  When 
they  are  well  drefs'd,  they  will  keep  good  in 
all  the  Voyage,  from  America  to  Spain,  provi- 
ded they  are  not  detain'd  too  long  by  con* 
trary  Winds,  for  otherwife  they  will  be 
fpoil'd. 

TbeFruft  Jajama  is  the  fineft  and  molt  excellent  Fruit 
Jajama.  in  the  World :  It  refembles  in  Shape  to  a  Pine- 
Apple  ,  but  its  beautiful  Colour  is  not  to  be 
exprefs'd  by  Words,  containing  more  Variety 
of  Colours  than  the  Peacock's  Tail :  It  is  us'd 
and  cut  in  Slices,  like  Melons  \  but  the  Pulp  is 
more  juicy,  and  calls  fo  agreeable  and  ftrong  a 
Scent,  that  one  of  them  is  enough  to  perfume 
a  large  Apartment:  The  Rind  refembles  the 
Scales  of  Fifh  rais'd,  and  lying  clofe  one  upon 
another.  This  Fruit  grows  upon  a  thorny  Shrub 
orThiftlewith  long  rough  Leaves :  The  Stem 
of  this  Shrub  is  ftrait  and  round,  and  each 
produces  no  more  than  one  fingle  Fruit ;  they 
require  ten  Months,  or  a  whole  Year,  to  bring 
them  to  their  full  maturity }  notwithstanding ' 
which,  they  grow  in  fuch  Plenty  in  the  Indies^ 
that  they  are  little  regarded  and  very  cheap  : 
They  won't  keep  above  fourteen  Days,  and 
then  are  apt  to  rot.  In  certain  Places  of  the 
^  Continent,  the  Indians  make  a  fort  of  Wine  of 
this  Fruit  \  'tis  very  fweet,  but  is  not  near  fo 
good  as  the  European  Wines, 
^f™'  All  fuch  Trees  as  were  tranfplanted  out  of 
thrive  in  E!iro?e->  in  the  as  the  Orange,  Citron^ 

afe indies.  frgg»  Pomegranate,  and  other  Trees,  multiply 

there 
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there  in  6  moft  prodigious  manner,  and  afford 
moft  excellent  Fruits.   Vines  thrive  as  well 
there  as  any  of  the  reft;   but,  becaufe  the 
Climate  is  hot,  and  the  Ground  continually 
nioift,  fo  Toon  as  the  Grapes  are  gather'd  they 
begin  to  produce  new  ones,  which  much  im-  Bui  don^ 
pairs  and  fpends  their  natural  Sap  or  Juice  in  a  contimc 
fmall  time.    The  Olive  Trees  are  very  fair  and  long, 
large  here,  yet  produce  no  Fruity  but  only  a 
Bloifom.    It  is  a  certain  Obfervation,  That  Fnlits 
fuch  Trees  as  bear  Fruit  with  Kernels  in  witbKar- 
them,  thrive  but  indifferently  in  the  Indies,  neh -  don't 
and  fcarce  ever  bare  any  Fruit.     Thus  thethrive' 
Apricot,  Apple,   and  Cherry-Trees,  either 
fow'd  or  tranfplanted  in  feveral  Parts  of  thefe 
Ifles,  never  came  to  any  thing.    Pliny  fays,  Lib- 1** 
That  the  Olive-Trees  bare  no  Fruit  in  the 
Indies. 

The  Tree  Gaazuama  brings  forth  a  certain 
Fruit,  which  the  Indians  put  into  their  Drink^ 
and  makes  them  as  Fat  as  Hogs.  If  they  can 
make  a  Horfe  to  Drink  of  this  Mixture,  be 
he  never  fo  Lean,  he  will  grow  Plump  and 
Fat  in  a  little  time.  The  Tree  Gagai  bares 
fmall  White  Figs  with  fmall  Kernels,  like  the 
European  Figs,  and  are  very  well  tafted.  Out 
of  the  Bark  of  this  Tree,  they  make  Cords  *, 
and  out  of  thefe  Cords,  their  Shoes  and 
Pumps. 

Wild  Vines  grow  plentifully  in  all  Parts  of 
the  Indies,  as  well  on  the  Continent  as  in  the 
Ifles,and  bear  a  tolerable  good  Grape  or  Raiins  j 
they  creep  up  to  the  very  Top  of  the  Trees,  m 
like  our  Vines,  if  they  be  cultivated  and  ty'd 
to  Stalks  they  produce  a  much  better  and 
fweeter  Fruit. 

Pliny  fpeaking  of  Turpentine  Trees  fays,.  The  L-,lj'  4» 
Male  bares  no  Fruit,  and  that  is  of  two  forts  , 
U  2  oae 
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one  bearing  a  Red,  the  other  a  Yellow  Fruit, 
which  ripens  about  the  fame  time  that  Grapes 
do,  being  of  the  bignefs  of  a  Bean,  and  of  a 
very  agreeable  Scent  :  When  it  is  touch'd  it 
emits  a  kind  of  a  rafinous  Subftance.  Thefe 
Trees  grow  on  Mount  Ida,  not  far  from  Troy  ^ 
and  in  Macedonia,  and  about  Damas :  Thefe 
Trees  bring  forth  certainBowls  containing  fome 
fmall  Animals,  which  fing  like  Grafshoppers  \ 
and  out  of  the  Bark  of  theTreeiflues  a  rafinous 
Indiui     vifcous  Liquor,    The  Turpentine  of  the  Product 
Turfen-    of  the  Indies,  is  different  from  that  whereof 
tine.       pn„y  t,as  gjven  us  a  Defcription  •  for  tho'  they 
have  a  kind  of  fmall  Creatures,  not  unlike 
thofe  mention'd  by  this  Author,  from  which 
iflues  a  fort  of  rafinous  Subftance,  it  is  of  quite 
another  Nature  than  Turpentine, 
The  Cel.    The  Celba  is  the  largeft  Tree  that  grows  in 
ba^/^ethe  Indies.    One  of  thefe  Trees  near  the  City 
2ree-       of  St.  Domingo,,  was  of  fo  vaft  a  Bulk,  that 
fourteen  Men  holding  one  another  by  the  Hand, 
could  not  grafp  it;  and  to  this  Day,  in  the 
Woods  on  the  Continent,  are  fome  to  be  feen 
not  much  lefs  thin  that  was ;  the  inferior 
Part  or  Pit  of  this  Tree,  is  fpungy  and  light, 
and  eafie  to  be  cut :   This  bulky  Tree  affords 
a  very  agreeable  and  fpacious  Shade,  this  be- 
ing the  only  thing  it  is  good  for  5  whereas 
Trees  that  there  are  divers  Trees  in  the  Indies,  the  Shade 
kill  Men  whereof  produces  moll:  infupportable  Pains  in 
Shade"    the  Head'  and  Sometimes  kills  thofe  that  tarry 
too  long  underneath  them  \  of  this  Kind  is  that 
Tree,  from  which  the  Caribes  draw  their  Poifon, 
wherewith  they  envenom  their  Arrows.  The 
Fruit  of  the  Tree  Celba  opens  it  felf  at  the 
approach  of  the  Sun-beams,  and  contains  a 
woolly  Subftance,  in-  the  midft  whereof  are 
fmall  Grains  or  Kernels,  which  are  the  Seed  of 
the  Trees,  jn 
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In  the  Weitern  Parts  of  Hifpaniola,  for  the 
fpace  of  400  Leagues,  you  fhall  meet  with  a  fort  Apple- 
of  Apple-Trees,  the  Fruit  whereof  is  a  mortal  Jrees  ?01* 
Poifon :  Thefe  Apples  fmell  like  our  Mufcade  in  IonoWm 
Pears,  and  fo  fair  to  the  Eye,  that  one  can 
fcarce  fmell  to,  and  look  at  them,  without  be- 
ing tempted  to  tafte  them  \  fuch  as  being  not 
acquainted  with  the  poifoncus  Quality  of  this 
Tree,  and  tarry  for  fome  time  under  its  Shade, 
find  themfelves  ftupify'd  with  their  Eyes, 
Cheeks,  and  whole  Face  fwell'd  \  and  if  by 
chance,  the  Dew  that  falls  from  this  Tree, 
happens  to  touch  them,  it  burns  like  Fire,  and 
raifes  B  lifters  and  Pimples  on  the  Skin  ;  if  it 
touches  the  Eyes  it  makes  them  burft,  and  the 
Party  remains  blind  for  ever :  A  Man  can't  iray 
for  any  confiderable  time  near  a  Fire  made  of 
its  Wood,  without  being  feiz'd  with  an  in- 
tolerable Head-acb,  and  a  certain  Heavinefs, 
which  affeds  both  Men  and  Beaft ;  fuch  is 
the  Malignity  of  the  Juice  contain'd  in  this 
Wood. 

One  thing  wherein  the  Trees  in  the  Indies  dif- 
fer from  thofe  of  Europe,  Africa,  and  Afta, 
is,  That  the  firft  never  call  their  Leaves,  being  Trees  al- 
always  Green  throughout  the  whole  Year.  yTis»apGreen 
no  hard  matter,  to  find  out  the  Reafon  of  this the 
difference    becaufe  all  the  Seafons  in  the  Indies,  ' 
are  temperate  and  moift,  the  whole  Year  being 
like  one  continu'd  Spring.  The  01ive,the  Laurel, 
and  Palm-Tree,  Myrtle,  Cyprefs,  and  Pine- 
Tree>  never  part  with  their  Leaves,  in  what 
Part  foever  of  this  Country  they  grow  \  no 
more  than  many  other  wild  Trees,  as  the  Juni- 
per, the  Cedar,  Turpentine,  the  Tamarisk,  &c. 
all  which  are  continually  Green  here.  The  Canes 
and  Reeds,  enjoy  the  fame  Advantage  in  thefe 
Parts.    Pliny  tells  us,  That  the  Trees  which 


278  The  General  HISTORY 

grow  abont  Memphis,  and  in  the  Country  of 
Thebaida,  never  loft  their  Leaves,  nay,  not 
even  the  Vines.    This  may  very  we'll  be 
apply'd  to  the  Indian  Trees ;  but  on  the  other 
But  don't  Hancii  they  are  not  Vei7  durable.    Their  na- 
contmue  tural  radical  JuLe  or  Moifture,  is  di  pers'd  in  a 
good  far    Ihort  time,  they  dwindle  away,  and  hear  no 
any  long  longer  any  Fruits  \  fo  that  they  are  oblig'd  to 
tn,V'       pull  them  up,  and  plant  others  in  their  Places, 
The  Beams  and  Planks  made  of  thefe  Trees  are 
of  no  long  Duration  \  the  Pofts,  Doors,  and 
Windows  made  of  them  perifh  daily,  and  are 
foon  confum'd  by  the  Woims.    Perhaps  fome* 
thing  of  the  Fault  may  be  laid  at  the  Work, 
mens  doors,  who  make  ufe  of  it  whilft  it  is  yet 
quite  Green. 


CHAP,  X. 

Some  peculiar  Observations  concerning  cer-> 
tain  Trees  in  the  Indies,  whereof  they  pre-* 
pare  w-ctt  excellent  Medicines  J  or  the  Cure 
of  Wounds,  and  other  Difeafes, 

TN  all  Parts  of  Hifpaniola,  as  well  as  on  the 
X  Continent,  you  meet  with  vafl:  Numbers  of 
Trees  cover'd  with  Thorns,  they  grow  wild, 
and  out  of  the  fir  ft  Leaves  fprouting  forth  o- 
thers,  and  out  of  the  fecond  others  ftill,  con- 
tiguous at  the  Extremities  to  one  another,  they 
^^"'-ferve  infeead  of  Branches.    They  take  the  j 
for  the'  Leaves  and  Thorns  of  this  Tree,  bruife  them,  j 
Cme  of  an<*  fpread  them  upon  a  Linnen- cloth,  like  a 
hoken     Plaifrer  ;  this  they  apply  to  a  broken  Leg  or  j 
Limbs.     Arm,  after  it  has  bin  well  fet  before,    This  < 

Piaifter 
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Plaifter  re-unites  and  ftrengthens  the  broken 
Part  to  a  Miracle  \  they  leave  it  upon  the 
Wound,  till  it  has  perform'd  its  Operation, 
and  when  it  is  perfectly  cur'd,  it  falls  off  it 
felf.  The  Fruit  of  this  Tree  is  of  a  reddifli 
Colour,  of  the  bignefs  of  an  Olive,  cover'do 
on  the  out-fide  with  almoft  imperceptible 
Prickles,  which  fling  your  Fingers  when  you 
touch  it :  They  make  of  this  Fruit  a  kind  of 
Pafte,  which  they  cut  in  Pieces  of  an  Inch 
fquare:  T'he  Indian  Men  and  Women  highly 
value  it,  and  ufe  it  to  Paint  their  Faces  and 
Bodies  with ,  of  -a  Rofe  Colour,  it  far  ex- 
ceeds the  Red  Paint,  made  ufe  of  by  the  £«- 
ropean  Ladies.  m  ■ 

They  grow  in  divers  Parts  of  Hifpaniola^ 
on  certain  Trees,  from  which  they  draw  a 
liquid  Subftance,  like  a  Balfam,  being  an  ex- 
cellent  Medicine:  They  grow  pretty  tall,  and*  BalJa 
their  Leaves  are  not  unlike  thofe  of  the  Pom-  * 
granate-Tree :  The  Trunk  and  Branches  of  the 
Tree,  feem  to  be  very  dry,  but  the  Leaves  are 
very  Green  and  Frelh,   This  Tree  is  cail'd 
Goacovax  by  the  Indians -7  the  Wood  will  burn 
like  a  Flambeau,  whence  it  is  that  the  Fifher- 
men  ufe  it  in  the  Night  time,  when  they  are 
a  Filhing :  It  has  an  agreeable^Scent,  notwith- 
ftanding  which,  the  Indians  can't  bear  it.  Vaft 
Numbers  of  thefe  Trees  grow  in  the  Woods, 
as  well  in  this  Ifland  as  on  the  Continent.  An- 
tonio de  Villa  Santa-)  Inhabitant  of  St.  Domingo^ 
was  the  firft  who  made  Trial  of  the  EfFe&s  of 
this  Liquor,  unto  which  they  give,  but  im- 
properly, the  Name  of  a  Balfam.    'Tis  proba- 
ble he  had  learn  d  this  Secret  from  his  Wife, 
who  was  an  Indian  Woman.    Others  fay,  That 
Codomy  a  noted  Indian  Phyfician,  firft  of  all 
found  out  this  Balfam,  in  151 5,   They  take 
U  4  the 
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the  Shavings  of  this  Tree,  and  boil  them  in 
Water,  which  produces  a  fort  of  Liquor  not 
unlike  an  Oil,  but  fomewhat  thicker,  of  a  Red 
Colour,  like  Claret.  'Tis  an  excellent  Remedy 
tor  all  frefli  Wounds,  flops  the  Blocd  in  a  Mo- 
ment, and  clofes  the  Orifice ;  there  is  not  a 
more  eafie,  nor  fafer  Remedy  to  be  found  in  the 
World,  and  which  allays  the  Pain  fo  foon  as 
this  does. 

^»  Indian  D  Whei\  the  JWfaj  have  a  mind  to  take  a 
Furge.  ?ur&>  they  make  Ufe  of  a  Fruit  not  unlike 
a  peal  d  Halel-Nut ;  the  Fruit  is  the  Produdt  of 
a  Plant,  the  Leaves  whereof  refemble  thofe 
of  our  Hemp :  It  bears  certain  Bottoms, 
.  wherein  are  enclos'd  three  or  four  of  thefe 
Kernels.  Bon  John  de  la  Vega,  after  his  return 
to  VaUdelid,  made  a  certain  Spaniard,  his  Re- 
lation,  take  one  of  thefe  Kernels,  which  had 
io  terrible  an  Operation  upon  him,  that  in 
left  than  24  Hours,  he  voided  all  his  Entrails 
and  dyd  m  the  utmoft  extremity  of  Pain  and 
Mifery. 

There  is  a  certain  kind  of  Figs  in  Hifpaniola, 
call  d  theFifs  of  Hell,  commonly  known  to  the 
Phyficians,  Druggifts,  Herbarifts,  and  Per- 
fumers. The  Banks  of  the  Rivers  here,  are 
for  the  moll  part,  lin'd  with  fine,  tall  and  ftrait 
Canes.  The  Indians  build  their  Cabins  of 
them  \  and  fo  do  th*  Europeans  fometimes.  be- 
fides  other  Ufes  they  have  for  them.  The 
Ground  which  produces  thefe  Canes  is  generally 
very  fit  to  bear  Indian  Grain,  and  all  forts  of 
Pulfc.  The  thinner  fort  of  Cane,  is  made  ufe 
of  for  Arrows,  Mats  and  Pancers,  and  divers 
other  curious  Workmanlhip  and  the  fineft  of 
all,  are  tranfported  into  Europe  for  Walking- 
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All  over  the  Indies  you  fee  (in  great  Quan- 
tity) a  certain  Herb,  call'd  /,  by  the  Indians  \  Htrh 
very  fit  to  Fatten  Cattel  withal,  as  our  Acrons  *batf**- 
in  Europe.   This  Herb  grows  up  high,  like  the  msCattd 
Ivy,  only  that  the  Leaves  are  fomewhat  thin- 
ner.  They  are  made  ufe  of  to  purge  the  Body,, 
they  evacuate  fo  gently,  that  Children  and  big 
belly'd  Women  may  fafely  take  it.   They  bruife 
thefe  Leaves,  fqueeze  out  the  Juice,  mix  it  with 
fome  Suchas,  and  take  it  fafting.    All  the 
Fields  are  full  of  this  medicinal  Herb. 

The  Ghriftians  inhabiting  the  Indies^  pre- 
pare artificial  Balfam  of  a  certain  Plant,  that  jn  artir 
grows  wild,  it  rifes  np  to  the  height  of  a  Man,  rial  Bat' 
fo  that  you  would  take  it  for  a  Shrub  or  Jam. 
Tree,  the  Stalk  being  Reed,  as  well  as  the 
Leaves,  which  are  not  unlike  the  Vine-Leaves 
in  the  beginning  of  the  Winter,  when  they 
have  loft  their  natural  Colour.    It  bears  Grapes 
of  the  bignefs  of  a  Hand,  the  Kernels  whereof 
are  no  lefs  than  a  fmall  Mufquet-ball,  and 
plainly  to  be  difcern'd  through  the  Skin  of 
the  Grapes,  they  are  Green  inclining  to  Red, 
(in  fome  Places)  eipecially  when  they  begin  to 
ripen.   Thefe  Grapes  they  boil  with  the  Leaves 
of  the  Plant,  till  it  is  made  thro' the  Confi- 
ftency  of  Honey,  then  they  let  it  fettle,  and 
keep  it  for  the  cure  of  Wounds,  which  it 
performs  with  an  almoft  ftupendious  .fuccefs  : 
For,  this  Balfam  flops  the  Blood,  cleanfes  the 
Wound,  and  clofes  it  up,  even  tho'  part  of  the 
Subftance  of  the  Flefh  be  wanting-    Many  are 
of  Opinion,  that  this  artificial  Balfam  is  fafer 
and  quicker  in  healing  of  Wounds  than  the 
true  natural  one.   The  Leaves  of  this  Plant,  .  T 
jteftill'd  through  a  Limbeck,  afford  a  mollify? 
excellent  Aqua  Vita.    A  Negro  who  had  his  Legt*. 
pite  torn,  to  Pieces  by  a  Cart,  which  run  over 

his 
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his  Body,  was  cured  by  it  in  a  very  jfhort  time 
they  only  dipp'd  fome  Linnen  cloches  in  the 
jiqua  which  they  apply 'd  to  his  Leg. 

It  is  alfban  excellent  Remedy  for  the  Cholick, 
and  the  defluxion  of  cold  Humours 
jMndi-     An  Indian,  tho*  you  treat  him  never  fo  kind- 
ans  very  ly,  will  not  part  with  his  Secret,  of  thele  they 
Uf  theh   are  Very  tenacioys  5  hence  it  is  that  they  keep 
Secrets  in  to  .themklves  the  Knowledge  of  the  Vertues  of 
vhyfuk.    tneir  Simples,  tfpecially  in  reference  to  the 
European;  \  for  let  any  one  of  them  be  never  fo 
much  their  Friend,  they  will  not  impart  to  him, 
thofe  things  they  know  may  contribute  towards 
the  curing  of  Difeafes.    It  muft  be  attributed 
to  nothing  but  a  good  Chance,  that  our  Peo- 
ple found  out  the  ftupendious  Effects  of  that 
Plant,  the  Indians  call  Perebeitsnue.    When  it  is 
come  to  its  full  growth,  it  is  as  tall  as  a  Man  \ 
it  cures  ail  manner  of  Wounds,  be  they  never 
JCureforfo  old,  nay,  even  when  gangreen'd,  and  as  one 
oldPoundsmay  fay,  become  incurable.     They  take  a 
sniuicers. Handful  of  the  Leaves  of  this  Plant,  boil  them 
in  fair  Water,  till  one  third  of  tne  Deco&ion 
be  evaporated,  then  take  it  from  the  Fire  and 
fet  it  to  cool.    In  this  Decodtion  they  dip  Lin- 
nen-Cloathss  wherewith  they  warn,  and  rub  the 
,     Wound-,  this  done,  they  apply  fome  of  the 
frefh  Leaves,    but  not  till  after  they  have 
fqueez'd  the  Juice  out  of  if  upon  a  Linnen- 
Cloath  •,  wherewith  they  bind  up  the  Wound. 
This  Operation  muft  be  repeated  twice  a  Day, 
and  in  a  very  Ihort  time  it  will  cure  the  moft 
malignant  Ulcers  and  Wounds, 
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CHAP.  XI. 

Of  fome  peculiar  forts  of  Animals  in  the  In- 
dies, and  of  their  particular  Qualities. 

ripi  H  E  Cori  is  a  little  four  footed  Creature   Cori « 
X   n°t  unlike  our  Rabbets  or  Moles  •,  they  Creature 
have  fmall  Ears,  which  they  lay  fo  clofe  to^kea^° 
their  Necks,  that  they  are  fcarce  to  be  feen  \  eU 
they  have  no  Tails:  Some  are  White,  fome 
Black.  fomePy'd,  White  and  Black  ;  fome  are 
Py'd,  White  and  Red,  very  agreeable  to  the 
Sight :  They  make  no  ill  Scent  in  the  Houfe  ; 
feed  upon  Herbs,  and  a  little  ferves  them  : 
They  tafte  like  the  bell  Rabbets,  but  their  Flefh 
is  not  fo  dry,  but  more  lufcious. 

The  Indians  did  not  make  life  of  Dogs,  till 
the  Europeans  taught  them  the  Conveniency  of 
thefe  Creatures  ^  but  what  is  molt  remarkable, 
is,  that  the  Indian  Dogs,  never  Bark,  Howl  or  Indian 
Cry,  nay,  even  not  when  they  are  beaten  or  j)0gsne- 
kill'ds  Their  Flefh  affords  good  Food,  for  ver  Bark. 
which  purpofe  it  is,  that  they  have  bin  almoft 
all  deftroy'd  by  the  Europeans.  Pliny  tells  us, 
that  the  Frogs  in  Cyrene  don't  make  any  Noife  ; 
when  they  are  tranfported  into  other  Countries, 
they  begin  to  fing.  'Tis  poffible,  that  if  the 
Indian  Dogs  were  brought  into  other  Parts, 
they  would  Bark  and  Howl,  like  other  Dogs. 
'Tis  certain  that  the  Gralhoppers  in  the  Ifle  of 
Seriphe,  don't  fing,  till  they  are  tranfported 
into  the  adjacent  Countries. 

The  Indians  were  deftitute  of  all  forts  of 
Horfes,  till  they  were  brought  thither  out  of 
ftain  j  but  fince  that  time,  they  are  encreafed 
%q  a  great  Number  in  all  Parts  of  the  Country, 

They 
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They  have  now  alfo  vaft  Store  of  Oxen 
and  Cows,  lb  that  you  may  buy  a  good  Oxe 
for  a  Piftole  }  and  abundance  of  Bears  are 
kill'd  here,  only  for  their  Hides,  the  FJefh 
they  throw  away.  The  Deacon  of  the  Church 
of  St  Domingo  has  jtfcoo  Head  of  Cattle  be- 
longing to  him,  and  the  reft  of  the  Inhabi- 
tants in  Proportion  :  However,  fince  they 
haveapply'd  themfelves  to  their  Sugar-works, 
moft  of  this  Cattle  is  grown  wild  being  al- 
ways kept  in  the  common  Fields  and  Wocds, 
but  are  encreas'd  to  an  almoit  incredible 
Number. 

^Indian  The  Indies  are  ful1  of  Serpents,  Co  that  it 
Serpents  would  be  next  to  an  Impofllbility,  to  give  a 
harmlejs.  Defcription  of  their  feveral  Kinds :  They  are 
harmlefs,  and  according  to  their  Opinion,  not 
venemous ;  Some  of  them  are  twenty  Foot 
long,  but  of  the  thkknefs  only  of  a  Doublc- 
fift.  The  Indians  eat  them,  and  fay  they  are 
very  good  Meat.  They  have,  however,  a  kind 
of  fmall  Green  Serpents,  which  are  full  of 
Poifon,  and  much  in  requeft  \  becaufe  with 
their  Poifon,  they  envenom  their  Arrows. 


CHAP.  XII. 

Of  their  Sea  and  River-ffb. 

SErpents  and  Fifli  being  the  moft  common 
Food  of  the  Indians,  they  catch  the  laft 
with  Cotton-Threads :    But  they  have  a  cer- 
How  ths  rain  Herb  they  call  Baigua,    this  they  chop, 

tlTfol    and  bait  the  Fi(h  with  ic'  bycaftiflg  ^  on  the 
jjjj/      Surface  of  the  Water  :  The  Fi/h  being  as  it  were 
intoxicated  by  this  Bait,  arife  to  the  Surface 
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of  the  Water,  where  they  remain  without 
Motion,  fo  that  they  can  take  as  many  as  tney 
think  fit,  with  their  Hands  only.  They  have 
moft  forts  of  Fifh  we  have  in  Europe :  Roaches, 
Soles,  Turbits,  Eels,  Sardins,  Sea  and  Shell-fifli 
of  ail  forts.  Their  Fifh  are  not  fo  Phlegraatick, 
and  confequently  more  wholefom  than  thofe  of 
Europe  but  oa  the  other  Hand,  are  not  fo  well 
tafted.  You  fee  here,  alfo,  other  Fifh  in  great 
Quantities j  but  the  Number  of  Tortoifes  is 
incredible. 

They  are  often  terrify'd  in  thefe  Seas  by  a  Monftrovs 
certain  monftrous  Fifh,  the  very  Sight  where-  Fijbes  in  , 
of  makes  the  Mariners  tremble  for  fear,  efpe«™*IndieSi 
daily  thofe '  in  fmall  VelTels,  which  are  in  great 
danger  of  being  overfet  by  them,  becaufe  they 
caft  a  vaft  Quantity  of  Water  out  of  their  No- 
ll rils  with  an  almoft  incredible  Strength  ;  when 
they  appear  above  VVater,  they  difcover  their 
Wings  almoft  like  two  Arms,  each  of  which 
being  twenty  or  twenty-eight  Foot  long,  and 
the  Head  fourteen  or  fifteen,  judge  of  the  bulk 
of  the  whole  Body  of  this  Animal,  which  is 
not  much  inferior  to  that  of  a  middle  fiz'd 
Veffel. 

The  Seas  in  thefe  Parts,  abound  alfo  in  Sea-^'W0M 
wolves,  efpecially  near  the  Shore  of  the  Conti- 
nent:  It  is  the  nimblefl  Fifh  of  all,  they  go 
out  of  the  VVater  to  fleep  upon  the  Sands,  and 
fleep  fo  found  that  you  may  hear  them  fnoaring 
at  a  great  diftance}  fo  they  are  eafily  taken  or 
kill'd  whilft  they  are  afleep.  The  Females 
bring  forth  two  young  ones,  whom  they  nou- 
rifliwith  the  Milk  of  their  Breafh.  On  their 
Backs  they  have  a  curious  fine  Black  Skin, 
however,  lometimes  you  Ihall  fee  alfo  fome 
Red  ones.  There  lies  a  certain  fat  Subflance 
betwixt  their  Skin  and  Flefb,  from  whence  they 

draw 
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draw  an  Oil  they  make  ufe  of,  both  for  frying 
and  burning  in  Lamps.  Every  Part  of  their 
Body  is  fit  for  Food  ;  but  if  you  eat  this  Flefti 
for  feveralDays  fucceffively,"it  lies  very  heavy 
upon  the  Stomach.  Thefe  Sea-wolves  are 
eighteen  or  twenty  Foot  long,  and  eight  in 
Circumference :  Their  Teeth  are  very  fharp, 
and  they  Prey  upon  other  Fiflf,  who  make 
open  War  againfl:  them  in  vaft:  Shoals,  fur- 
round  and  bite  them  \  but  the  Sea-wolves  com- 
monly make  their  Party  good,  let  the  odds 
of  Numbers  be  never  fo  much  againft  them. 
They  make  a  great  Noife  whilft  they  are  fight- 
ing, you  fee  the  Water  bubble,  and  the 
Waves  rife  up  to  the  height  of  the  Maft  of  a 
Ship,  and  the  Surface  appears  all  Bloody.  One 
thing  is  very  remarkable,  concerning  the  Skins 
of  the  Sea-wolves,  thatfuch  Pouches  or  Girdles 
ztt  are  made  of  them,  relax  and  lie  flat,  when 
it  is  Ebb-tide  at  Sea-,  whereas  they  are ftifF and 
bloated  when  the  Waters  flow. 


C  H  A  P.  XIII. 

Of  the  different  Rjnds  of  Birds  of  the 
Indies  •  bfith  At  Sea,  and  on  the  Conti- 
nent. 

WHen  you  travel  out  of  Europe,  to  the 
Indies,  you  will  fee  a  vaft  Number  of 
Birds  flying  clofe  to  the  Surface  of  the  Sea* 
with  an  incredible  Swiftnefs  \  they  are  not 
unlike  cur  White  Pidgeons,  with  long  and  thin 
Tails,  whence  they  are  calFd,  by  the  PafFengers, 
Balrujh;  Thefe  Bird,  breed  alhoar,  neverthe- 

lef? 


of  Voyages  mi  Travels,  2S7 

lefs,  are  frequently  feen  at  Sea  above  300 
Leagues  from  any  Land  •  their  Beaks  and 
Eyes  are  Red,  and  their  Feet  and  the  extremi- 
ties of  their  Wings  Biack  :,  fometimes  being 
quite  tir'd  with  flying,  they  pearch  or  fettle 
on  the  Mafts  or  Deck  of  the  Ships,  and  are  taken 
with  much  eafe. 

Generally  fpeaking,  all  the  Birds  of  the 
Indies  have  Feathers  varying  with  many 
lively  Colours :  The  beautiful  and  different 
Colours  of  the  Parroquet,  are  paft  all  De- 
fcription.  The  Nightingals  Ung  not  fo  fre- 
quently here,  as  in  Europe,  neither  do  they 
come  near  them  in  their  Modulations  and  Va- 
riations. On  the  other  Hand,  the  Sparrows  fing  SinPng 
very  melodioufly  here  they  have  them  hereof  s£airovs> 
all  forts  of  Colours,  nay,even  fome  that  are  quite 
Black  5  but  they  are  very  fmall,  They  have 
alfo  another  kind  of  Sparrows,  who  live,  as  it 
were,  in  the  manner  of  a  Family :  They  build 
a  Neft  big  enough  to  hold  200  or  300,  fk* 
for  feveral  Families,  with  divers  Partitions 
for  each  Family,  for  the  Father,  for  the  Mo- 
ther, and  the  young  ones  :  If  they  efpy  a  large 
Bird,  or  a  Bird  of  Prey  coming  near  them, 
the  whole  Flock  draw  out  in  a  Body,  fall  upon 
their  common  Enemy,  and  don't  leave  him, 
till  he  has  left  fome  of  his  Feathers  behind  him  *, 
that  moft  of  the  otherBirds  are  as  fraid  to  come 
near  fuch  a  Neft,  as  Men  are  to  approach  a  Neft 
of  VVafpsr 

On  the  Seas  and  Sea-coaft  of  the  Indies,  you 
iee  alfo  another  Bird,  which  has  fo'mething  ve- 
ry peculiar  belonging  to  him*:  His  Feathers  J Jlrange 
are  fpotted  like  a  Leopard,  being  a  Bird  of 
Prey  both  by  Sea  and  Land  ;  one  of  his  Feet  is 
large  and  broad  like  that  of  a  Goofe,  and  the  o- 
ther  has  a  Talon  like  an  Eagle:  If  any  Fifli  are 
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fporting  on  the  Surface  of  the  Water,  he  fpies 
them  at  a  great  diftance,  in  the  Air,  and  com- 
ing down  fwiftlyupon  them,  gripes  them  with 
his  Talons,  and  with  his  other  Foot  fvvims  a* 
way  at  his  own  eafe,  and  eats  them  ;  but  if  he 
happens  to  light  upon  a  very  flout  Fifh,  he  car- 
ries it  to  the  next  Rock  or  Tree ;  For,  as  I 
told  you  already,  this  is  an  amphibious  Bird,  he 
Preys  not  only  upon  Fifli,  but  upon  Lizards  alfo, 
for  want  of  Fifties. 


CHAP-  XIV. 
Of  the  Infetls  peculiar  to  the  Indies. 

INfetts  were  call'd  by  the  Ancients,  fucfr 
Animals  as  liv'd  without  Blood  and  Refpi- 
ration.  Pliny  can't  fufficiently  admire  thofe 
extraordinary  Perfe&ions,  which  are  obferv'd 
in  fome  of  thefe  little  Creatures  j  which  are 
exad  and  curious  in  many  of  their  Functions, 
that  fome  have  attributed  the  life  of  Reafon 
to  them  \  and  truly  it  is  almofl  incomprehenli- 
ble  how  Senfation  mould  be  obferv'd  to  fuch  a 
Degree  of  Perfection  in  fuch  niinuteBodies :  Some 
of  them  hear  to  admiration,others  are  incredibly 
quick  lighted,  fome  have  a  Nice  Palate,  others 
a  very  extraordinary  Scent  •,  fome  have  Wings, 
others  long  Legs,  &c.  fome  of  them  are  greedy 
of  human  Blood,  and  Nature  has  provided 
them  with  a  Sting  or  a  kind  of  Alembec  to 
pierce  our  Skin,  and  to  fuck  it.  Thofe  that 
live  in  Woods,  have  likewife  certain  fmall  In- 
ftruments,  wherewith  to  bore  fmall  Holes. 
We  frequently  admire  the  Strength  of  an  Ox, 
a  Camel9  and  of  the  Elephant,  who  carries 

whols 
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whole  Towers  on  his  Back,  we  dread  the  fiery 
Nature  of  a  Lyon,  we  obferve  not  without 
Admiration  the  Swiftnefs  of  a  Bird  of  Prey  ; 
but  Nature  is  no  lefs  to  be  admir'd  in  its 
Produ&ion  of  Flies,  and  of  the  vileft  Infe&s, 
which  are  provided  by  her  with  every  thing 
neceflary  for  their  Subfiftance. 

It  happens  foraetiraes,  that  certain  Parts  of 
the  Indies  are  over-whelm'd  with  fo  vaft  a 
Numbers  of  Ants,  and  that  they  make  fuchp>°<%^« 
incredible  Ravages,  that  the  Inhabitants  know  ff™?™ 
not  how  to  continue  in  their  Habitation  \  for  °*   n  s% 
they  ruin  all  the  Trees  to  fuch  a  Degree,  that 
they  bear  no  Fruit  for  feveral  Years  after,  and 
eat  or  fpoilall  the  Provifions  they  have  in  their 
Houfes.  Thus  one  time  the  Inhabitants  of 
St.  Domingo  were  reduc'd  by  thefe  Infeds  to 
fuch  Extremities,  that  they  were  upon  the 
Point  of  quitting  the  City  \  but  before  thejr 
came  to  this  laft  Refolution,  afiembled  in  the 
Cathedral,  where  Alexander  Girddin ,  their 
Arch-bifhop,  celebrated  folemn  Mafs  in  his 
Pontificalibus,  and  made>in  the  Name  of  all  his 
Diocefians,  a  folemn  Vow  to  God,  under  the 
Patronage  of  St.  Satnrnin%  whom  they  chofe 
Protector  of  their  City,  and  no  {boner  had  they 
made  this  Saint  their  Advocate,  but  the  Cala- 
mity ceas'd. 

The  Scolopender,  -or  the  Creature  with  a  . 
hundred  Feet,  is  of  a  Fingers  length,  his 
Sting  is  very  painful :  Some  of  them  are  of 
different  Colours  with  black  Streaks  and  black 
Heads,  thefe  are  the  moft  dangerous  of  all.  A 
certain  Kind  of  this  Infect  with  a  hundred  Feet, 
never  appear  but  againft  Rain,  or  approach- 
ing exceffive  Heats  *,  they  deftroy  the  Corn,  and 
rther  Produ&s  of  the  Field,  and  mine  fo  bright 
in  the  Night,  that  they  even  enlighten  the  Air 
X  that 
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that  furrounds  them.    Sometimes  Scolopenders 
and  Infe&s  of  a  hundred  Feet,  have  bin  feen  as 
long  as  the  Palm  of  a  Man's  Hand,  and  as  thick 
•   as  a  Man's  Thumb,  with  fmall  black  Streaks  and 
black  Horns    thefe  feem  very  terrible  in 
the  Night  time,  but  hurt  no  Body  *  they  are 
often  feen  as  well  in  the  Houfes  of  the  Europeans, 
as  in  the  Cabins  of  the  Indians, 
Lib.  14.     Pliny   mentions    certain  Creatures  defti- 
m\  tute  of  a  PafIaSe  t0  void  their  Exrements, 

Iiilt.INat.whlch9  he  faySj  CQme  Qut  of  thdr  Mouths. 

Thefe  Creatures  feed  moft  generally  upon  Blood, 
till  they  buift  and  dye,  and  this  kind  of  Infeds 
are  engender'd  in  the  Fleft  of  Oxen  and 

Dogs. 

Scorpions.     The  Inhabitants  of  the   Indies  are  fre- 
quently troubled  with  great  Numbers  of 
Scorpions }  thofe  that  are  ftung  by  them,  dye 
commonly  in  three  Days  time  •,  however,  their 
Sting  is  much  more  dangerous  to  Women  and 
Female  Children,  becaufe  they  are  feldomer 
cur'd  than  Men  and  Boys  \  but  after  all,  it  is 
certain,  that  the  Scorpions  in  America^  are  not 
altogether  fo  venemous  as  thofe  in  Enrope  9 
the  Wound  they  give  is  exceeding  painful 
for  a  Quarter  of  an  Hour,  and  comes  pretty 
near  to  the  Sting  of  a  Wafp  at  firft  Appear- 
Large  and  anCe*    There  is  alfo  a  r°rt  °f  Fl^S  in  the  Indies, 
fcight Jbi-  vffy  well  worth  our  Obfervation  :  They  are  as 
ning  flies,  big  as  a  Man's  Thumb,  have  Eyes  as  bright  as 
if  they  were  two  lighted  Candles,  fo  that  they 
enlighten  the  circumambient  Air,  where-ever 
they  fly,  to  fuch  a  Degree,  that  People  who 
wanted  to  light  a  Candle  in  hafte,  have  bin 
known  to  run  ft  rait  forward  to  a  Perfon  who 
held  one  of  thefe  Flies  in  his  Hand,  thinking 
it  had  bin  a  Candle.    They  give  fo  ftrong  a 
Light  in  a  Chamber,  that  you  may  both  read  , 
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and  writeby  it  *,  they  put  two  or  three  of  them 
together,  and  ufe  them  inftead  of  a  Lanthorn, 
to  light  them  through  the  Fields,  tho'  the 
Night  be  never  fo  dark.  Soldiers  frequently 
make  ufe  of  them  here,  in  their  nocturnal 
Marches,  to  keep  them  in  the  right  Way, 
and  prevent  them  from  lofing  one  another  in 
the  Woods.  The  Indians  make  a  kind  of  Collar 
of  them,  fo  that  they  may  be  feen  at  a  Leagues 
diftance,  when  they  are  abroad  a  hunting  in 
the  Night  time  *,  this  Light  being  attended  with 
this  Conveniency,  that  neither  Wind  nor  Rain 
can  extinguifh  it :  Tis  credibly  reported,  that 
one  of  thefe  Flies  put  on  the  Head  of  a  Guide 
has  given  fufficient  Light  to  a  whole  Party, 
•that  were  fent  out  in  the  Night  upon  fome 
fecret  Defign :  Tis  not  only  the  Luftre  of 
their  Eyes,  that  produces  this  Light,  it  is 
fpread  likewife  on  both  fides  of  their  Bodies, 
fo  that  when  they  move  their  Wings  in  fly- 
ing, this  Light  is  confiderably  augmented: 
They  are  kept  to  ferve  inftead  of  Candles  at 
Suppers,  without  any  other  Light.  The  Indians 
bruife  and  make  a  Pafte  of  them  ;  and  when 
they  have  a  mind  to  make  Sport,  and  frighten 
thofe  that  are  unacquainted  with  the  Secret, 
they  rub  their  Bodies  witb  it,  which  appears  to 
be  all  on  Fire  in  the  Night  time.  This  Infeft, 
when  it  is  near  Death,  its  Light  decays  and 
lofes  it  felf  by  Degrees. 
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CHAP.  XV. 

Certain  curiom  and  rare  Obfervations  of  the 
lfle  of  St.  John,  and  how  it  was  con- 
quer*d  by  the  Europeans. 

TH  E  Indians  call  Boricben  the  fame  lfle 
unto  which  the  Europeans  have  lince  gi- 
ven the  Kame  of  the  lfle  of  St.  John,  about 
2$  or  30  Leagues  diftant  from  Hifpaniola,  to  the 
Weftward  of  it.  About  midway  betwixt  both 
is  the  lfle  of  Mona,  containing  fcarce  three 
Leagues  in  Circumference,  but  is  very  fertile, 
and  inhabited  by  a  few  Indians  and  Chriftians. 
All  forts  of  Herbs  are  moft  excellent  here,  and 
they  have  the  beft  of  Melons.  The  lfle  of 
St  John  is  55  Leagues  long,  and  20  broad, 
feated  under  the  17th  Degree  beyond  the 
Equinoctial.  It  abounds  in  Gold,  and  every 
thing  that  is  neceflary  for  Life,  efpecially  in 
Mahiz.  and  Cajfaves,  whereof  they  make  their 
Bread.  They  don't  want  convenient  Harbours, 
akd  have  Plenty  of  Fifh.  The  Country  is  wa- 
ter d  and  moiftned  by  divers  Rivers,  and  ftor'd 
with  Cattle  of  all  forts. 

Don  Nicholas  d?  Ovando  having  fubdu'd  this 
Ifland,  made  John  Ponce  J?  Leon  his  Deputy  Go- 
vemour  there,  one  who  had  affifted  Chrifiropher 
O-lumbm  in  his  fir  ft  Difcovery  of  the  Indies. 
The  Chief  Cacique  or  Lord  of  this  lfle, 
nam'd  Aigucibana,  to  {hew  his  Efteem  for  the 
Chriftians,  wou'd'  aflume  the  Name  of 
Ponce  de  Uony  it  being  a  Cuftom  among  thefe 
Indians,  that,  when  they  intend  to  give  any 
one  a  particular  Mark  of  their  Efteem,  they 

change 
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change  their  Name  for  his.   This  Cacique's  ^ ftp?' 
Mother  had  alfo  taken  the  Name  of  dgn**%j£$ 
being  a  Lady  of  Angular  Merit  (confidering  me 
was  an  Indian)  and  her  Son  the  Cacique,  pay'd 
her  all  the  Deference  and  Refpedfc  me  could 
defire  ;  fhe  had  bin  an  Eye-witnefs  of  all  that 
happen'd  when  the  Europeans  firft  got  footing  in 
that  Ifle,  and  usd  to  difcourfe  of  that  Enter- 
prize  with  a  great  deal  of  Senfe  and  Judgment. 
Above  all  other  things,  fhe  advis'd  her  Son  and 
iSubje&s  to  maintain  a  good  Correfpondence 
with  the  Spaniards,  which  produced  this  Effedfc, 
that  the  Cacique  difcover'd  to  them  two  Ri- 
vers very  rich  in  Gold. 

The  Air  is  very  unwholefom  in  this  Ifle,  and 
the  Water  not  fit  for  life  ;  the  European  Chil- 
dren us'd  to  dye  as  foon  as  they  were  wean'd, 
and  drank  of  thefe  Waters,  they  turnd  Yellow, 
and  dy'd  of  a  ling'ring  Diftemper.   Thefe  In- 
conveniences oblig'd  the  Europeans  to  change 
their  Habitations,  and  to  make  their  Settle- 
ments on  the  furthermoft  Point  of  the  Ifle ; 
but  they  could  not  fubfift  there,  they  were  fo 
infefted  and  plagu'd  with  plies.   Twas  about 
this  time  the  Indians  laid  a  Deflgn  of  riling  in 
Arms  againft  the  Chriftians    they  put  it  in 
Execution  one  Friday,  in  the  Year  1 5  m,  when 
the  Chriftians,  who  not  in  the  leaft  £ ifpefted 
any  fuch  thing,  were  difperfed  in  different 
Places.    For  this  purpofe  it  had  bin  concerted 
among  the  Indians,  That  each  Cacique  faould 
murther  fuch  Chriftians  as  he  found  in  his   The  In- 
Dominions,  that  fo  they  might  be  furpriz'd  diansw/i/- 
and  maflacred  all  at  once.    The  Indians  being  facretbe 
aflernbled,  to  the  Number  of  300a,  infeveraj?^^s 
Places,  fell  unexpectedly  upon  the  Chriftians, ,  of  0fSt.]ohn. 
whom  they  put  about  So  to  the  Sword  j  for, 
this  being  a  woody  Country,  it  was  an  eafie 
X  3  matter 
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matter  for  them,  to  afTemble  and  conceal 
themfelves,  till  the  Signal  was  given.  The  other 
Chriftians  now  faw  themfelves  in  the  moll: 
eminent  Danger  of  undergoing  the  fame  Fate 
with  their  #  dead  Companions,  before  they 
could  get  into  a  Body,  when  Diego  Salaz.ar9 
a  brave  Captain,  feeing  there  was  nothing  but 
Death  to  be  expected  at  the  Hands  of  thefe 
Barbarians,  put  himfelf  at  the  Head  of  thofe 
few  Spaniards  that  were  neareft  at  Hand,  and 
charg'd  the  Enemy  with  fo  much  Refoiution, 
that  at  the  firft  Charge  (being  quite  amaz'd 
at  his  Bravery)  they  threw  down  their  Arms, 
to  fly  with  the  more  fwiftnefs  and  eafe  ;  after 
Which,  Salaza  join'd  Ponce  de  Leon  with  his 
Troops.  After  this  Shock,  the  very  Name  of 
Salazar  became  fo  terrible  to  thefe  Barbarians, 
that  whenever  they  faw  a  Spaniard,  they  thought 
it  had  bin  Salaz,ar. 

The  Indians,  among  other  Prifoners,  had 
taken  the  Son  of  Swarez,  de  Medina  del  Campo, 
and  kept  him,  with  a  Defign  to  MalTacre  him 
on  a  publick  Feftival,  in  Sight  of  the  People. 
Swarez,  advertis'd  by  a  Slave  of  the  barbarous 
Defign  of  the  Indians,  goes  thither  in  Perfon, 
One  fingh  and  meeting  with  300  of  thefe  Wretches,  who 
Spaniard  guarded  him,  throws  himfelf  into  the  middle 
is  too  hard  0{  them,  killing  all  he  met  in  his  Way  •,  and 
&lns    havin§  releas'd  the  Prifoner,  carries  him  ofT 
without  Oppofition,  the  Indians  not  daring  to 
purfue  hinl. 

This  Venom  of  Rebellion  had  fpread  it  felt 
all  over  the  lfland,  the  Inhabitants  whereof  had 
taken  a  fix'd  Refoiution  to  fhake  off  the  Yoak 
of  the  Europeans,  coftit  what  it  will.  One  Day 
3  young  Spaniard,  who  had  difguis'd  himfelf  like 
an  Indian^  by  painting  his  Body  with  fuch  vari- 
ous Colours  as  they  moll  delight  in,  took  an, 
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Opportunity  of  getting  in  among  them,  as  they 
were  Merry-making  on  a  certain  Feftival: 
Here  he  heard  them  talk  of  nothing  elfe  but 
triumphing  over  their  Enemies,  before  they 
bad  got  the  Vi&ory  *,  and  of  the  approaching 
Deliverance  of  their  Country,  by  the  Slaughter 
of  all  the  Chriftians.  He  gave  notice  of  what 
he  had  underftood,  to  the  Governour,  who 
flighting  the  Matter,  was  a  few  Days  after 
murder'd,  with  all  that  were  near  him,  by  the 
Indians, 

The  Spaniards  enragM  at  fo  barbarous  an 
A&ion,  refolv'd  on  the  utter  Extirpation  of  the 
Indians^  to  revenge  the  Death  of  their  Gover- 
nour, whofe  Funeral  Obfequies  they  celebrated 
with  as  much  Magnificence,  as  the  prefent  Cir- 
cumftances  of  their  Affairs  would  give  them 
leave.    Which  done,  Diego  Salazar^  Pence  Leony 
Michael  de  Terro,  and  the  reft  of  the  Spanijh 
Officers  of  note,  afTembled  all  the  Remnants 
of  their  Forces  into  one  Body,  above  one 
half  of  them  being  murder'd  by  the  Indians 
whilft  they  were  difpers'd  in  divers  Parts  of 
the  Ifland.   'Tis  to  be  obferv'd  here,  that  it 
was  a  general  Opinion  among  thefe  Indians^ 
That  the  Chriftians  were  Immortal  \  and  it 
was  this  that  render'd  them  fo  terrible  among 
thefe  Barbarians,  till  a  certain  Accident  un- 
ridled  this  Secret.   Some  Indians  offering  their  xhe  Indi- 
Service,  to  carry  one  John  Salced  on  their  Backs  ans  make 
crofs  the  River,  he  accepted  of  iff  5,  but  notryaiwbe. 
fooner  were  they  come  in  the  midft  of  the^^ 
Current,  but  they  not  only  let  him  drop,  butJeMoml 
alfo  ftifled  him  under  Water  \  this  done,  they 
laid  his  dead  Carcafs  upon  the  Bank  of  the 
River,  where  they  guarded  it  for  three  Days, 
frequently  fpeaking  to  it,  and  asking  it  many 
Queftions,  to  try  whether  it  would  return  an 
X  4  Anfwer  5 
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Anfwer  j  fo  foon  as  they  found  it  to  contract 
SB  ill  Scent,  they  gave  notice  of  what  had 
iiappen  d  to  the  Cacique,  who  from  time  to  time 
fe/it  fome  of  his  Indians  to  look  upon  it  in 
order  to  convince  them  by  their  own  Senfesjthat 
the  Chnlhans  were  no  lefs  Mortal  than  other 
Men.  This  prov'd  one  of  the  chiefeft  Motives 
that  embolden  d  them  to  the.  intended  Infur- 
redhon,  and  the  Maflacring  of  the  Chri- 
ftians. 

The  firft  Engagement  happen'd  in  the  Country 
of  the  Cacique  Aqueibana,  near  the  Mouth  of 
the  Rivet  Carinco.    The  Europeans  furpriz'd  the 
ledums  in  the  Night  time,  and  made  fuch  a 
Slaughter  among  them  (tho*  they  had  a  good 
Number  of  the  Caribes  or  Cannibals  in  their 
Army)  that  they  believ'd  no  .otherwife,  than 
tnat  the  fame  Chriftians  they  had  maffacredin 
cool  Blood,  were  reviv'd  from  the  dead  :  and 
it  was  to  this  Miracle  they  attributed  their 
Vidory,  when  they  fayv  a  numerous  Army  de- 
feated by  a  Handful  of  Men.    Ponce  de Leon 
with  24  Soldiers  Only,  had  another  fortunate 
Encounter  with  a  whole  Army  of  Indians,  con- 
Ming  of  no  lefs  than  1  j  000  Men.    The  Indians 
feeing  fo  milgnificant  a  Number  advance  with 
io  much  Boldnefs  and  Fiercenefs  againft  fo 
great  a  Number,  could  not  fo  much  as  bear 
the  very  Sight  of  their  Enemies,  and  therefore 
began  to  retreat  before  them  ;  but,  when  they 
law  one  of  their  Companions,  advanced  on 
fome  diftance  before  the  reft,   drop  by  a 
Musket  ball,  they  were  fo  terrify'd  at  the  un- 
gual None  and  its  Effeas,  that  believing  him 
to  have  bin  kijl'd  by  a  Thunderbolt,  they  run 
away  as  fall  as  they  could,  to  fave  their  Lives 
£>y  Misnt. 
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The  Fruit  they  reap'd  of  this  Victory,  was 
the  abfolute  Conqueft  of  the  Ifle  of  Borichen^hmt  to 
whereof  the  Spaniards  remain'd  in  quiet  Pof- thmm 
feflion  after  that  time.  Notwithftanding  all 
the  great  Services  of  Ponce  de  Leon^  done  to 
the  Crown  of  Spain  by  this  Conqueft,  he  fell 
into  Difgrace,  and  was  recalled  from  his  Go- 
vernment, by  the  Intereft  of  Chrifiopber  Co- 
hmbus7  who  was  none  of  his  Friend.  Seeing 
his  Services  fo  ill  rewarded,  he  equipp'd  two 
Barques,  in  order  to  make  fome  new  Difco- 
veries  on  the  Shoar  of  the  Continent.  In  this 
Voyage,  coming  to  the  Ifle  of  Biptini,  the 
Iflanders  told  him,  there  was  a  Fountain  in 
the  Country  which  had  the  Vertue  of  making 
old  People  young,  and  reftoring  them  to  theiu 
full  Vigour  :  Ponce  de  Leon  overcome  by  the 
Perfuafions  of  the  fimple  Iflanders  (who  actu- 
ally believ'd  there  was  fuch  a  thing)  fpent  above 
Six  Months  in  vain  in  fearch  after  it  how- 
ever, he  did  not  altogether  lofe  his  Labour, 
having  by  this  Means  difcover'd  a  Trad  of 
above  100  Leagues  long,  and  50  broad,  of 
the  moft  beautiful  Country  on  the  Continent, 
about  the  25th  Degree  beyond  the  Equinoctial 
Line.  The  Chriftians  were  much  forwarded  A  m*racu- 
in  this  Difcovery,  by  a  moft  miraculous  Dog, lous  Do^ 
caird  BerTLillo }  becaufe  he  did  fuch  Actions,  as 
would  have  perfwaded  fome  People,  that  he 
was  a  rational  Creature.  He  found  out  a  De- 
fer ter  in  the  midft  of  100  Indians,  he  bit  him, 
and  feiz'd  him  with  his  Teeth  by  the  Arm, 
to  force  him  to  come  back  to  his  own  Camp. 
If  a  Prifoner  happend  to  make  his  Efcape in  < 
the  night  time,  they  only  us'd  to  let  loofethis 
Dog,  who  following  the  Scent,  was  fure  to 
find  him  out,  and  to  bring  him  back,  tho'  he  was 
a  League  from  the  Camp.    He  knew  who 
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were  Friends,  and  who  were  Foes  to  the  Eu- 
ropeans }  he  would  wag  his  Tail  at  the  firft,  and 
fail  upon  the  laft  and  what  is  almoft  incredi- 
ble, he  could  diftinguifh  in  the  Family  fuch 
as  bore  a  particular  Affection  to  his  Matter 
from  the  reft.  His  Matter  being  a  Captain 
had  one  and  a  half  Man's  pay,  for  this  Doe's 
Service  in  the  Army.  This  ftupendious  Crea- 
ture attempting  one  Day  to  follow  an  Indian* 
that  was  run  away,  was,  in  fwimming  crofs  a 
River,  kill'd  by  a  poifonous  Dart  an  Indian 
let  fly  at  him  from  the  oppofite  Side  of  the 
fame  River. 


CHAP.  XVI. 

Some  particular  Obfervations  of  the  IJle  of 
Cuba,  calPd  othenvife  Ferdinand'*  Ifle. 

JVefcrip-*~i  THE  Ifle  of  Cuba  is  not  above  2  <  Leagues 

'T'fg'JL  dil*ant  from  ^niola:  It  has  300 
geoj^u  Leagu      mLength)  and  6$  m  Breadth  bd 

fituated  above  20  Degrees  beyond  the  Equi- 
noctial Line.  The  Capital  of  this  Ifle  is  the 
City  of  St.  James  ;  which  has  a  very  conveni- 
ent Port,  and  the  Havana  lies  on  the  North- 
point  of  this  Ifle.  The  Iflanders  wear  fhort 
Cloaths  of  Callico,  Rings  in  their  Ears,  and 
Golden  Chains  about  their  Necks.  The  Wo. 
men  have  a  Callico  Veil  on  their  Heads,  and 
about  their  Necks;  and  belides  this,  a  fhort 
Mantle  about  their  Shoulders  and  Arms. 

This  is  a  very  populous  Country,  there  are  a- 
bove  30©o  Cabanes  alone  in  the  Province  of 
Campechio.   Thefe  People  ftood  amaz'd  when 
they  faw  Ships  with  ail  their  Equippage  ap- 
proach- 
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proaching  the  Shoar  ,  but  they  were  like 
Thunder-ftruck,  when  they  heard  the  dread- 
ful Noife,  and  faw  the  Fire  and  Smoak  of  the 
Cannon,  and  got  the  Scent  of  the  Gun-powder 
into  their  Noftrils,  they  thought  no  other- 
wife  than  that  it  had  bin  Thunder  and  Lighten- 
ing.  They  feem'd  to  be  overjoy'd,  and  highly 
earefs'd  thofe  few  Europeans  that  went  a-lhoar, 
and  prefented  them  with  good  ftore  of  Birds 
fit  for  Food  ^  with  Turtles,  Peacocks,  wild 
Ducks,  and  divers  other  forts  of  wild  Fowls, 
befides  fome  Hares  and  Bucks.   About  fifteen 
Leagues  higher,  they  faw  the  Province  of 
dgvavil,  the  King  or  Cacique's  Name,  that 
then  commanded  there  in  chief,  being  Ciapotow. 
They  met  here  with  a  quite  different  Recep- 
tion, for  the  Natives  threatned  them  with 
their  Bows  and  Arrows,  and  would  not  fuffer 
them  to  come  a-lhoar.    Their  Faces  were 
painted  with  various  Colours,  and  having  a 
mind  to  draw  the  Chriltians  into  a  Snare, 
when  they  ask'd  them  for  frefli  Water,  told 
them,  That  their  Springs  were  at  fome  diftance  Tyeaej}ery 
from  the  Sea-fide,  and  that,  if  they  pleas'd  they  0f  the  in* 
would  fliew  them  the  way  how  to  come  at  them,  habitants. 
They  led  them  through  abundance  of  By-ways-, 
in  order  to  cut  off  all  Hopes  of  retreating 
and  then  charg'd  them  at  a  diftance  with  their 
Arrows.   The  Chriltians,  tho'  but  few  in  Num- 
ber, defended  themfelves  molt  gallantly,  and 
at  laft,  with  great  Difficulty,  got  back  to  their 
Ships,  after  having  kill'd  a  good  Number  of 
the  Indians ;  but  it  coft  them  the  Lives  of  no  ~~ 
lefs  than  20  Spaniards,   and  30  wounded, 
among  Which  was  Captain  Francis  Hernadez.. 
Had  the  Barbarians  let  them  go  on  for  fome 
time  longer,  before  they  entred  upon  Hoftili- 
ties,  they  mull  have  all  fain  a  Sacrifice  to  their 
fury,  The 
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An  odd  Tzie  Inhabitants  of  the  Ifle  of  Cuba  have  a 
wmtU  ft™nS«  Cuftom  belonging  to  their  Marriages : 
Inhabi'    "  lt  be  a  that  is  married,  all  the 

tants.     .Caciques  t\&t  are  prefent  at  the  Wedding- Feaft, 
lie  with  the  new  married  Woman,  before  her 
Spoufes  Face.    If  it  is  another  Perfon  of  note, 
all  thofe  of  the  fame  Rank  challenge  that  Pri- 
viledge.    If  it  be  one  of  the  vulgar  fort,  all 
the  Guefts  enjoy  the  Bride,  whoafter  this  great 
Exploit,  cries  out  as  loud  as  fhe  can,  as  if  it 
were  to  boaft  of  her  Vigour,  to  have  bin  able 
to  fuftain  the  Approaches  of  fo  many  Men. 
They  are  generally  great  Lyars,  ftupid,  volup- 
tuous, ungrateful  Idiots,  and  incapable  of  com- 
prehending or  learning  the  true  Do&ines  of 
Chriftianity.    They  worlhip  the  Devil  under 
the  Name  of  Cemi ;  they  think  it  no  Crime  to 
lie  with  a  Woman  ;  and  Sodomy  is  a  general 
Vice   among  the  Indians.    The  lead  Pre- 
tence in  the  World  ferves  for  a  Divorce,  and 
the  Women  in  this  point  have  the  fame  Liberty 
as  the  Men  •,  for,  they  leave  their  Husbands  with- 
out any  further  Ceremony,  if  they  find  them  not 
vigorous  enough  to  fatisfy  their  fenfual  Appetites. 
The  Caciques  have  as  many  Wives  as  they  pleafe, 
and  the  reft  as  many  as  they  are  able  to  main- 
tain.   Moft  of  the  Natives  of  the  Ifle  of  Cuba, 
fpend  great  part  of  their  Lives  in  Hunting  and 
Fifliing;  the  Country  is  very  fertile  in  Gold, 
and  a  moft  prodigious  Quantity  of  .  that  Metal 
has  bin  exported  from  thence*  their  richeft 
Mines  are  in  the  Mountains. 

This  ifle  affords  a  certain  Animal,  and  that 
in  vafl  Numbers*  of  a  very  good  tafle  and 
An  od-d   Nounihment,  not  unlike  our  Rabbots,  except 
Jon  of    £hat  they  have  a  Tail  like  a  Rat,  and  a  Skin  like 
Rabbets,  a  Hedge- hog  •  they  flea  them  before  they  eat 
them.    They  will  pearch  upon  certain  Trees 
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that  grow  in  the  Sea  ;  they  (hake  the  Treesjj  and 
fo  thefe  Animals  drop  into  the  Water,  the 
Indians  fwim  after  them  and  catch  them  up  ; 
they  are  call'd  Guabiniquinaz,  in  their  Language : 
They  are  fometiraes  of  a  Gray  Colour,  fpeckled 
with  Red. 

In  a  certain  Plain,  lltuated  betwixt  two 
Mountains,  in  the  Ifle  of  Cuba,  are  to  be  feen 
prodigious  Quantities  of  round  Stones  of  all 
Sizes,  fome  of  the  bignefs  of  Cannon-bullets, 
fome  of  Tennis-balls,  others  of  Musket-balls, 
and  others  of  a  lefs  Size  they  are  by  Nature 
fram'd  fo  exa&ly  round,  that  no  Turner  or  o- 
ther  Workman  could  be  able  to  bring  them  to 
fb  nice  a  Rotundity.  The  whole  Plain  is  cover'd 
all  over  with  them,  fo  that  it  in  feems  as  if  that 
whole  Trad  were  one  entire  Mine  of  Stones  | 
they  ufe  them  for  Mufquet  Bullets,  for  want  of 
leaden  ones. 

In  the  Northern  part  of  this  Ifle  there  is  a 
rich  Mine  of  Bitumen  or  Pitch,  which  they  cut 
in  large  Pieces,  and  ufe  it  in  pitching  their  Ships. 
Pliny  fays,  the  Lake  Jfphaltites  in  Judea,  pro-  ^  $# 
duces  a  bituminous  Subftance.  §uin.  Curtim 
mentions  a  certain  deep  Grotto,  from  whence 
ilfues  a  bituminous  Liquor.  In  the  Province  of 
Panuco  in  New  Spain,  is  fuch  a  Mine  of  Bitumen; 
but  it  exceeds  that  in  the  Ifle  of  Cuba.  There 
are  two  bituminous  Springs  in  the  Province  of 
Peru. 

The  Natives  of  the  Ifle  of  Cuba,  as  well  as 

How  the 

all  the  other  Indians,  when  they  intend  to  Indians 
declare  War  to  their  Enemies ,   in   order  denounce 
to  give  the  Signal  for  a  Combat,  light  a  kind^J" 
of  Flambeau,  which  they  pitch  on  a  high  place, 
fo  as  to  be  feen  at  a  confiderable  diftance  }  as 
long  as  this  Flambeau  or  Torch  continues  burn- 
ing, they  commit  not  the  leaft  Hoftilities ;  but 

no 
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no  fooner  is  it  extingui/h'd,  but  they  fet  up 
a  molt  terrible  Cry,  to  encourage  one  ano- 
ther ;  run  to  their  Arms,  and  prepare  them- 
felves  either  for  their  own  Defence,  or  for 
the  attacking  of  the  Enemy.  They  never 
ftand  their  Ground  when  they  engage  but 
fo  foon  as  they  have  let  fly  their  Arrows, 
retire  in  a  diforderly  manner  fometimes  they 
will  return  to  the  Charge,  but  this  is  moll 
commonly  from  behind  fome  Tree  or  other, 
from  whence  they  take  their  Enemies  with 
their  Arrows  at  an  Advantage  ;  fometimes 
they  will  fight  alfo  at  Sea,  and  even  fet  upon 
the  European  Ships  i  but  they  can  do  them  but 
little  harm,  becaufe  their  Canoes  being  very 
lmall  and  (lightly  timber'd,  the  leaft  Cannon- 
mot  tears  them  all  in  pieces. 


CHAP.  XVII, 

Diego  Velafco  fends  Ferdinand  de  Cortez 

to  make  fome  New  Difcoveries  :  He  is 
made  Governour  of  New  Spain. 

CAptain  Diego  Velafco  had  fpent  above 
iooooo  Crowns  of  his  own  Money,  or  at 
leaft  of  his  Friends  Money,  to  raife  certain 
Settlements  in  the  New  World  h  fo  that  he  dyd 
poor,  after  having  furmounted  great  Difficul- 
ties, and  taken  a  World  of  Pains  in  vain.  He 
fent  Ferdinand  de  Cortex  to  Nev  Svaw,  with  a 
lmall  Squadron  of  lix  Ships,  befides  fome  Bri- 
gantines,  well  provided  with  all  forts  of  Pro- 
viuons,  and  all  other  things  requiilte  for  fuch 
an  Enterprize.   The  next   following  Year, 

Ferdi- 
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Ferdinand  de  Cortex  having  got  a  good  Footing 
on  the  Continent,  did  but  little  trouble  his 
Head  about  V dafco,  nay,  not  lb  much  as  to  give 
him  the  leaft  Account  of  hisSuccefs,  or  to  let 
him  hear  the  leaft  News  of  him  ;  biit  on  the 
other  Hand,  fent  to  the  Emperor  Charles  V.  an 
ample  Relation  of  his  Voyages  and  Adven- 
tures, with  fome  Patterns  of  the  rich  Gold 
Mines  of  Pern.  Velafco  inform'd  of  theie  Pro- 
ceedings, equips  another  Veflel,  under  the 
Command  of  Captain  Pamphilio  de  Narbaes, 
with  Orders  to  declare  Ferdinand  de  Cortez. 
a  Revolter,  and  to  chafe  him  from  his  new 
Settlement ;  but  Cortex  found  Means  to  amufe 
Pamphilio  with  fair  Words,  till  he  had  an  Op- 
portunity of  feizing  and  detaining  him  his 
Prifoner.  Thofe  who  came  along  with  Pam- 
philio, prov'd  of  lingular  Advantage  to  Cortez% 
who  was  in  great  want  of  Men,  to  under- 
take the  Conquefc  of  Mexico,  and  of  Monte- 
^ma,  the  then  Lord  of  that  rich  Country. 
Velajco  grown  defperate  at  the  ill  Succeft  of 
Pamphilio,  refolv'd  to  go  in  Perfon  into  New 
Spain,  and  equipp'd  eight  Ships  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  but  return'd  without  fucceeding  in  his  n  r  r. 
Defign,  and  all  the  Charges  of  that  Arma^w°fff 
ment  was  loft,  at  leaft  to  himfelf.  In  the  Velal'co. 
mean  while  abundance  of  Chriftians  flock'd  to 
de  Cortex  from  all  Parts,  who  courteoufly  re- 
ceived and  treated  all  fuch  as  came  to  his  Affi- 
ftance,  and  beftow'd  great  Rewards  upon 
them  for  their  Services  fo  that  in  a  lhort 
time  he  was  ador'd  by  all,  whilft  VeUfco,  his 
Rival,  faw  himfelf  defpis'd,  even  by  his  own 
Creatures.  To  ftop  the  further  Progrefs  of 
thefe  DuTenfions,  which  had  already  created  no 
fmall  Animo/ities,  the  Emperor  Charles  V. 
thought  it  moft  advifable,  by  his  Letters 

Patents, 


jo4  The  General  HISTORY 

Patents,  to  conftitute  Ferdinand  de  Cortex  Gg- 
vernour  of  New  Spain,  exprefly  forbidding  at 
the  fame  time,  Velafco  to  appear  there  in  Per- 
fon,  or  to  fend  any  body  thither  in  his  Name. 
Pelafco  almoft  Thunder-ftruck  at  this  unexpect- 
ed News,  refolv'd  to  go  to  Spain,  to  de* 
raand  Juftice  from  the  Emperor,  and  to  lay 
before  him  the  vaft  Expence  he  had  bin  at  in 
doing  him  Service  in  the  New  World;  but  he 
*    dy'd  before  he  could  effect  it:  So  that  Ferdi- 
nand de  Cortex,  feeing  himfelf  thus  freed  of 
his  Competitor,  remain'd  in  the  quiet  Pofle£ 
lion  of  the  Government  of  his  New  Province. 
Velafco  was  very  poor,  when  he  went  along* 
with  Chrifiopher  Columbus  tO  the  Indies,  where 
he  became  very  rich  ;  but  fpent  it  all  in  equip- 
ping of  Ships,  to  make  new  Difcoveries,  fo  he 
dy'd  as  poor  as  he  was  born  :  He  was  repaid  in 
his  own  Qoin  by  Ferdinand  de  Cortez,  whom 
he  had  fent  at  his  own  Charge  to  the  Coaft 
of  Mexico;  for  what  he  had  done  before  to 
Don  Diego  Columbo,  from  whom  he  ufurp'd  the 
Government  of  the  Ifle  of  Cuba,  whether  he 
had  bin  fent  by  him. 

I  know  not  any  thing  wherein  the  Authors 
have  beftow'd  more  Pains-,  and  given  more 
ample  Relations,  than  in  the  Hiftory  of  the 
Weft  Indies.  Befides  thofe  already  mentioned, 
we  will  add  fome  others,  which  the  Reader 
may  confult,  to  be  fully  inftru&ed  in  a  Hiftory, 
which  contains  fo  many  curious  and  pleating 
Novelties. 

Authors  ■  Bartholomew  delas  Cafa,  Bifhop  of  Chia^a, 
tubim  writ  an  apologetick  Hiftory  of  the  Indies,  con- 
theHifiorymmti&  a  mort  Pelcription  of  the  Qualifications 
of  the  hi-  and  Difpofuions  of  the  People  of  this  New 
dies-  World; 
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World without  fpeaking  here  of  his  General 
Hiftory  of  the  Indies  mentioned  before. 

Francis  Lopez,  de  Goma> as  General  Hiftory  of 
the  Indies,  in  two  Parts,  concerning  Peru  or 
New  Spain  ;  Printed  15-53.  in  Folio^  and  a  Second 
Edition  in  2  Volumes*  ia  4to,  1554.  It  was 
publifh'd  by  order  of  the  Royal  Council  of  the 
Indies* 

It  was  tranflated  into  the  Itafian ,  by 
Auguftin  Cravalez,  and  printed  in  two  Volumes, 
in  8v6,  1560.  A  certain  Anonymous  Au- 
ther  has  done  the  fame  Hiftory  into  French,  ia 
8vo.  1606.  And  Gemma  Frifim  has  pub- 
lifh'd in  Latin,  the  Geographical  Part  of  all 
the  Places  mention'd  in  that  Hiftory. 

Jerome  Benz,ono  has  compos'd  a  Hiftory  of  the 
New  World  in  Italian,  printed  in  8vo,  1572= 
but  this  Author  is  no  Friend  to  the  Spaniards. 

Theodore  de  Bry  has  Tranflated  this  Piece  into 
Latin,  with  fome  additional  Obfervations^  and 
is  inferted  in  the  4th,  5th  &  6th  Tom.  of  his 
Hiftory  of  the  Weft  Indies. 

Licentiate  John  CafteUan  has  publifh'd  a  Hi. 
ftory  of  the  most  IUuftrious  Perfons  of  the  Indies, 
inVerfe,  ki4to,  158^. 

The  2d  and  3d  Part  of  this  Work  was  never 
Printed,  but  only  in  M  S.  and  is  to  be  feen  ia 
the  Famous  Library  of  t)on  John  de  Sddiema,  ia 
Spain.  Licentiate  Lewis  Tribaldo  of  Toledo^  a 
moft  celebrated  Hiftoriographer  of  the  Indies, 
preferves  likewife  a  MS,  of  the  fecond  Parfc 
of  this  Work. 

John  Georgino  has  writ  a  Hiftory  of  the  New 
World  in  Italian,  in  4to,  1  5 1 6. 

Guido  Pancirolla,  among  his  other  Gbferva- 
tions,  makes  mention  Pof  the  Difcovery  of  the 
New  World    printed  in  Latin,  in  8vo* 
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C  H  A  P.  XVIII. 

Of  the  Riches  and  Curiosities  to  be  obfervJd 
in  the  JJle  of  Jamaica. 

TT  was  an  Attempt  entangled  in  no  final) 
X  Difficulties,  and  attended  with  no  fmall 
Trouble  and  Labour,  to  be  exa&ly  in- 
formed of  the  Curiofities  of  the  New  Worlds 
and  to  bring  from  thence  thofe  immenfe  Trea. 
fures,  which  have  enrich'd  and  fill'd  Europe 
with  Gold  and  Silver.  What  vaft  Tradts  of 
the  Seas !  How  many  unknown  Countries,  were 
they  not  fore  d  to  traverfe,  before  they  were 
able  to  attain  to  all  thefe  Difcoveries !  The 
vaft  Difference  of  Air  and  Water  !  Of  Food 
unknown  to  the  Europeans]  and  many  other 
things,  prov'd  very  incommodious  to  them: 
The  vaft  ForeHs  and  Wildernefles  they  were 
obiig  d  to  pafs !  The  Bears,  the  Tigers,  the 
Lions,  the  Serpents  they  were  to  encounter  in 
thofe  Defarts !  all  thefe  things  feem  as  if,  in  all 
Humane  probability,  they  would  have  check'd 
and  kept  back  the  moll  courageous  from  fuch  an 
Undertaking. 

The  Difference  of  Languages  was  not  of  the 
leaft  Obftacles  among  the  reft,  fince  the  Euro- 
peans and  Indians  could  not  underftand  one  an- 
other. But  what  is  it  a  Courageous  and  Indu- 
ftrious  Man  is  not  capable  of  compaflbg,  when 
fnpported  by  certain  Hopes  of  reaping  the 
Fruits  of  his  Labour  ? 

The  Conqueft  of  the  New  World  was  not 
purchas'd  by  the  Spaniards,  without  many  a 
fmart  Engagement,  and  much  Blood  ihed  ;  be- 
fides  that,  they  were  frequently  expos'd  to 
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Famine,  Thirft,  and  the  Wants  of  every  thing 
neceflary  for  the  fupport  of  Hi] mane  Life ;  they 
were  often  forc'd  to  march  on  Foot,  without 
Shoes,  in  thefe  Savage  and  rugged  Countries  ; 
but  the  Hopes  of  Gain  made  them  bear  up  with 
an  invincible  Courage,  againft  all  thefe  Difficul- 
ties and  Obftacles. 

Chriftopher  Columbus,  after  his  fecond  return 
from  Europe  into  New  Spain,  founded  a  City 
there,  in  1493.  unto  which  he  gave  the  Name  ^  ^7 
of  Ifabelk.  He  fet  fail  from  thence  with  t^o°/uffu 
Veflels,  to  make  aDifcoveryof  the  Me  of  jaJowm(it 
maka,  about  2$  Leagues  to  the  Weftward  of 
the  hie  of  Spain,  and  under  the  27th  Degree 
from  the  Equinoctial  Line :  Its  Length  is  of 
about  S5  Leagues,  and  its  Breadth  25,  accord- 
ing to  the  Computation  of  the  Europeans  ;  but 
the  Inhabitants  make  its  Length  of  75  or  80 
Leagues,  and  its  Breadth  only  of  16  or  17.  The 
molt  Eafterly  Part  is  call'd  Cape  Moram  i  The 
whole  Circumference  of  the  Ifle  of  Jamaica 
may  be  computed  at  1 50  Leagues;  the  Province 
of  Carthagena,  on  the  Continent,  is  about  120 
Leagues  diftant  thence. 

The  Inhabitants  of  this  Ifle,  much  refemble, 
both  in  their  Language  and  Manners,  ^^fj^f" 
of  HifpamoU:  They  go  naked.  The  Country  jamakL 
abounds  in  every  thing,  and  has  fome  rich 
Mines :  It  produces  Trees  of  all  kinds,  in  vaft 
Numbers  and  abundance  of  Cattle.  The  Horfes 
brought  thither  from  Caftile,  are  multiply'd 
there  to  a  great  Number ;  their  paihire  Grounds 
are  fat  and  fertile,  water'd  by  very  falnbrious 
Waters,  coming  from  feveral  Lakes  and  Rivers, 
which  afford  them  good  Store  of  all  forts  of 
Fifh  of  an  excellent  tafte.  The  Europeans  that 
are  fettled  at  Jamaica,  make  their  chief  Profit  in 
Trafficking  with  Cattle,  Callicoes  of  which 
y  2  they 
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they  have  have  great  Plenty,  and  Sugar  the 
product  of  their  Sugar-Canes.  The  firft  Go- 
vernour  of  Jamaica  was  JohnDefihivcljivho  went 
thither  with  Chriflopher  Columbus,  in  his  fecond 
Voyage  thither  in  1493.  He  being  a  brave 
Captain,  made  an  entire  Conqueft  of  that  Ifld 
redue'd  it  under  the  Obedience  of  the  Crown 
of  CaflUe,  and  reftor'd  Tranquility  to  the  In- 
habitants, rather  by  his  gentle  and  generous 
Deportment,  than  by  force  of  Arms,  attain- 
ing, as  much  as  poffibly  he  could,  from  (hedding 
of  humane  Blood,  as  well  out  of  a  Principle 
of  Religion,  as  of  good  Policy.  He  dy'd  at  the 
End  of  three  Years. 

Ferdinand,  King  of  Spain,  commanded  Don' 
Diego  Columbo  to  take  up  his  Refidence  in  JamaU 
ca,  and  constituted  Francis  Gatai  chief  Super- 
vifor  of  his  Royal  Revenues.   This  Man  foon 
acquir'd  vaft  Riches  ;  but  his  Riches  and  good 
Fortune  occafion'd  his  Fall,  by  infpiring  him 
with  an  immoderate  Defire  of  heaping  up 
Treafure.     For    this    Purpofe  he  equipp'd, 
m  1524,  feveral  arm'd  Veflels,   which  being 
well  provided  with  Men  and  Proviilons,  he 
order'd  them  to  fail  to  the  Continent,  and  to 
ered  a  new  Colony  on  the  Banks  of  a  very  plea- 
fant  River,  call'd  the  River  of  Palm-Trees,  in 
the  Province  of  Panuco  ■  but  meeting  with 
great  Opposition  from  Ferdinand  de  Cortex,  his 
whole  Delign  vanifti'd  into  Smoak.    Soon  after 
the  faid  Ferdinand  undemanding,  that  Francis 
de  (Sarah  had  bin  made  both  Governour  and 
lntendant  of  the  Finances  of  Jamaica  by  the 
King,  he  tranfplanted  a  new  Colony  thither 
from  the  Continent,  and  appearing  there  in 
Perfon,  fcarce  any,  either  of  the  Europeans  or 
Indians,  would  acknowledge  Garai  for  their 
Governor.  Vex  d  to  the  Heart  at  this  Affront, 

he 
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he  refolv'd  to  go  to  Menko,  where  fee  dy'd  foon 
after  for  Grief ;  and  the  Government  of  Ja- 
maica devolvM  to  Don  Diego  Cohmbo. 

The  Chriftians  have  two  Settlements  in  the 
Ifle  of  Jamaica,  the  chiefefl;,  call'd  Sevile,  is  on 
the  North-fide,  and  that  to  the  South  is  call'd 
Orifian.  The  principal  Church  is  at  Sevile,  dig- 
nify'd  with  the  Title  of  an  Abby  ;  it  was  a  very 
fair  Stru&ure,  and  endow'd  with  great  Re- 
venues at  that  time,  when  Peter  Martyr  (who 
writ  the  Hiftory  of  the  New  World)  was  Abbot 
of  it}  but  both  this  Church  and  Ifland  are  not 
fo  confiderable  now,  fince  the  daily  new  Dis- 
coveries made  on  the  Continent,  which  has 
drawn  the  Inhabitants  thither,andalmoftdifpeo- 
pled  the  Ifland  :  However,  Jamaica  is  very  well 
worth  any  Bodies  Care,  by  reafon  of  its  Ferti- 
lity and  Wholefome  Air,  and  Waters,  not  to 
fpeak  of  many  other  Conveniencies  of  Life, 
whereof  there  is  great  Plenty  there  *,  Befides, 
that  its  Ports  being  both  fafe  and  large,  and  the 
Sea  furnifhing  them  with  vaft  Stores  of  Fi(h,  it 
may  be  faid,  that  Jamaica  is  not  inferior  to  any 
of  the  befl  Countries,  fince  it  abounds  in  every 
thing  that  is  convenient  or  neceflary. 

The  Religion  and  Cuftoms  of  the  Inhabitants 
of  Jamaica  are  the  fame  with  thofe  of  the  0- 
ther  Indians,  they  are  addi&ed  to  Idolatry, 
Abominations,  and  the  fame  Vices  ;  but  they 
have  a  peculiar  way  of  catching  Parroquets, 
In  the  Seafon,  when  thefe  Birds  are  upon  the How  tj}(! 
flight,  you  fee  a  prodigious  Quantity  of  them  Indians 
inthelfleof  Jamaica,  efpecjally  upon  the  Banks  catch  Par- 
of  the  Rivers  and  Brooks  where  they  are  us'd  roquets. 
to  feed  :   The  Indians  take  fome  Gourds  or 
Citruls,  thefe  they  hollow  out,  and  fet  them  a 
float  on  the  Surface  of  the  Water ;  after  the 
Wind  has  mov'd  them  fometim.es  to  one,  fome- 
Y  3  .  times 
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times  to  the  other  fide,  they  drive  at  laft 
flioar  :  The  Parroquets  frightned  thereat,  fl 
up  into  the  Air,  but  by  Degrees  begin  to 
be  accuftom'd  to  the  fight  of  the  Citru],  and 
growing  bolder,  follow  the  Motion,  fometimes 
on  one,  fometimes  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Ri-  I 
ver,  according  as  the  Citrul  is  guided  by  the  j 
Wind :  The  Bird-catcher  perceiving  the  Parro- 
quets  to  follow  the  Citruls,  puts  his  Head  into 
one  of  them,  being  hollow'd  out  before,  and 
fo  plunging  himfelf  into  the  Water,  Swims 
after  thofe  that  are  floating  on  the  Surface 
thereof ;  his  whole  Body  being  under  Water, 
and  the  Gourd  covering  his  Head  to  the  very 
Shoulders  he  looks  through  a  Hole  made  for  i 
that  purpofe  in  the  Citrul,  on  what  fide  the  : 
Parroquets  are  fettled  :    This  done,  he  draws 
nearer  that  way,  and  then  feating  himfelf  upon 
his  Citrul-head,  advances  as  near  and  as  fbftly 
towards  them  as  he  can  ;  and  fo  catching  with 
his  Hand,  the  Parroquets  that  is  moft  remote  • 
from  the  Flock,  he  draws  it  into  the  Water,  I 
ftifles  and  ties  it  to  his  Girdle,  and  then  goes 
on  in  the  fame  manner  as  before,  till  he  has 
catch'd  a  good  Number  of  them.    The  Indians  - 
being  molt  excellent  Swimmers,  they  are  more 
dextrous  in  fuch  like  things  than  any  other  Na- 
tion \  for  by  this  dexterity,  and  the  fwift  and 
eafie  Motion  they  make,  both  above  and  under 
Water,  they  catch  abundance  of  thefe  Birds  in 
a  very  fhort  time.    The  Parroquets  they  catch 
In  Jamaica  are  white  and  fraall,  but  of  a  molt 
delicious  tafte.    They  have  alfo  another  way  of 
catching  thefe  Birds  :  They  lay  themfelves  at 
length  near  the  Edges  of  the  Lakes,  and  Banks 
of  the  Rivers?  covering  their  Heads  with 
Herbs  and  Twigs  of  Trees  \  the  Parroquets 
unawares  of  the  Snare,  come  to  Pearch  upon 
theoii  and  fo  are  eafily  takeu.  CftdP.  \ 


of  Voyages  and  Travels. 


CHAP.  XIX. 

Of  the  Situation  and  Quriofities  of  the  Ifle 
of  Cubagua. 

THere  are  certain  Countries,  which  to  out- 
ward Appearance  feem  to  be  nothing  eife 
than  Defarts,  unfit  to  be  cultivated,  or  to 
produce  any  thing  for  the  Subfiftance  of  Men, 
which  nevertbelefs  contain  fome  things  which  ■ 
turn  to  the  great  Benefit  of  Mankind.  'Tis 
therefore,  not  without  good  reafon,  exprelly 
faid  in  the  Holy  Scripture,  That  God  approved 
of  all  the  Works  he  had  made.  Thus  we  fee 
fome  Grounds,  on  the  Surface  whereof  appears 
nothing  but  Thorns,  Thirties  and  Stones,  which 
in  their  Entrails  enclofe  the  richeft  Mines,  of 
Gold,  Silver,  or  fome  other  valuable  Metal. 
Other  Grounds  there  are,  which  being  abfolute- 
ly  barren  and  ufelefs  at  fir  ft  fight,  neverthelefs 
afford  excellent  Materials  for  Dying  and  Paint- 
ing. Even  thofe  venemous  and  moft  dangerous 
Creatures  the  Serpents,  furnim  us  with  the  moft 
fpecifick  Remedies  againft  Poifons  and  other  ma- 
lignant Difeafes. 

The  Ifle  of  Citbagua,  which  is  both  very  fmall 
and  barren,  and  which  affords  not  fo  much  as 
one  Drop  of  fweet  Water,  being  without  ei- 
ther a  River,  Spring,  Lake,  or  any  other 
Handing  Water  and  its  Ground  being  fuch  as 
is  not  to  be  cultivated,  but  with  the  utmoft 
Difficulty,  is,  notwithstanding  ail  this,  notquite 
deftitute  of  Inhabitants.  There  is  a  very  goodly 
City  there,  and  the  Inhabitants  live  in  lo  much 
Plenty  and  Riches,  that  it  may  compare  with 
any  of  the  bell  in  the  Indies  ;  its  Circumference 
Y  4  being 
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being  no  lefs  than  betwixt  two  and  thfee 

l  eagues.  Chriftofher  Columbus  was  the  firft  who 
difcover'd  this  lfle,  in  1495.  fince  which  time 
io  many  Pearls  have  bin  brought  from  thence 
as  amount  to  an  almoft  ineftimable  Summ,  and 
the  fame  Traffick  is  continu'd  there  to  this  Day 
becaufe  all  along  the  Shoar  of  this  Ifle,  that 
precious  Commodity  is  taken  up  in  ereat 
Quantities. 

The  Ifle  of  Cubagua  is  only  10  Degrees  and  a 
half  diftantfrom  the  Equino&ial-L  ine,  and  not 
above  4  Leagues  from  the  Continent.  Columbus^ 
when  he  firft  came  nearthe  Shoar  of  this  lfle,faw 
jwka  ,f0me  few  IndUm  bufied  in  Fi(hing  for  f**rls% 

VrZ  ana !   bUt  the>'  60t  ™^  3§  faIt  2S  th^  Could  !  HOW- 

Traffick  o/evrer?  there  happen'd  an  Indian  Woman  to  be 
the  IJle  o/left  in  one  of  their  Canoes,  Pvho  had  a  Neck-lace 
pubagua.  of  very  large  Pearls  about  her  Neck ;  for  the 
Indians  don't  regard  or  make  ufe  of  the  fmaller 
fort,  being  ignorant  how  to  bore  them-.  One 
of  Cdusmbmh  Mariners  happening  to  have  by 
him  fome  Pidures  in  Frames,  and  embellifli'd 
vvith  Figures,  this  he/hew'd  to  the  Woman,  and 
fome  of  the  Indians  that  were  not  far  off",  to 
tempt  them  by  the  Sight  thereof,  and  finding 
them  not  quite  fo  ihy  as  before,  he  took  the 
Figures  to  pieces,  and  fold  them  to  them  ;  the 
Indian  Woman  giving  him  in  exchange  leveraj 
Rows  of  Pearls.    He  carry'd  them  to  the  Ad- 
miral Columbus,  who  was  not  fo  far  Mafrer  of 
himfeif  as  to  difTemble  his  Joy,  tho'  he  did  a!l 
he  could  to  do  it,  left  the  whole  Ships-crew 
Ihould  be  acquainted  with  the  real  Value  of 
thefe  Pearls ;  fo  he  told  them  in  a  very  gay 
Humour,  That  they  were  come  to  the  ricbeft 
Country  in  the  World,  and  commanded  a  fo- 
Jemn  Day  of  Thankfgiving  to  be  held  among 
|heni.   The  Indians  foon  after  gave  him  3  whole 

Cup 
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Cup  full  of  very  large  Pearls,  in  exchange  for 
fucb  another  Piece  of  Minature,  which  was  fenc 
to  the  King  of  Spain.    But  for  fear  his  Mariners 
mould  become  too  eager  after  this  Traffick  of 
Pearls,  he  thought  it  beft  not  to  let  them  flay 
there  much  longer ;  belides  that,  if  this  Dif- 
covery  could  be  kept  from  the  Knowledge  of 
the  World,  they  might  take  another  more 
convenient   Opportunity  of  continuing  this 
Traffick  with  an  incredible  Advantage ;  tho' 
at  that  fame  time  he  might  have  exchang'd  a 
whole  Bufhel  full  of  the  fineft  Pearls  in  the 
World  for  Trifles  •,  but  knowing  the  Sea-men 
to  be  a  Generation  that  were  not  to  be  confided 
in,  he  was  afraid  he  mould  be  betray'd  by  them. 
However,  not  withftanding  all  his  Precaution, 
one  Alexander  Nigro  having  got  Scent  of  the 
Matter,  by  fome  who  were  then  in  the  fame 
Ship  with  Colnmbm^  eqnipp  d  a  VeOel,  and  in 
Company  of  thefe  Mariners  fet  Sail  for  that 
Coaft,  where  they  got  fo  many  Pearls,  that 
they  return  d  loaden  with  Riches  to  Spain.  But 
Ferdinand  de  /^^Vice-roy  of  Galkia^  feiz'd  the 
Ship,  and  put  the  Men  in  Prifon,  under  Pre. 
tence,  that  they  had  undertaken  thisVogage 
without  the  King's  Commiflion,  and  it  was  a 
confiderable  time  before  they  could  obtain  their 
liberty. 

There  is  in  the  Ifle  of  Cubagua  a  Spring  of  an  jn  q;j 
extraordinary  Nature,  from  whence  comes  zsprm/in 
Liquor  not  unlike  Oil,  which  runs  into  the  Sea,  J//V. 
without  mixing  with  the  Salt  Water,  bat  fvvims 
on  the  top  of  it  for  the  fpace  of  two  or  three 
Leagues,  after  which  it  fends  forth  .a  moll 
fragrant  Scent  \  it  enters  into  the  Compofition 
of  feveral  Medicines.   The  Horns  which  grow 
on  the  Feet  of  fuch  Hogs  as  the  Europeans 
brought  into  thatlfland,  encreas'd  by  degrees 

to 
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to  the  length  of  a  Man's  Hand,  and  bent  up- 
wards. 

One  of  the  greateft  Inconveniences  the  Inha- 
bitants of  this  Hie  are  fubjeft  to,  is,  the  want 
of  frefh  Water  \  this  they  are  forc'd  to  fetch 
from  the  Continent,  as  far  as  the  River  Cumana% 
feven  Leagues  diftant  thence.  The  Shoar  all 
about  this  Ifle  is  rocky,  and  cover'd  with  thofe 
Oifters  from  whence  they  take  thefe  Pearls, 
which  produce  thefe  Eggs  in  vaft  Numbers  ;  but 
they  mult  have  Patience  to  let  them  come  to 
their  full  Perfection  of  bignefs  and  beauty,  as 
we  fee  Grapes  grow  and  ripen  infenfibly.  In 
the  beginning  the  Pearl  is  as  fluid  as  a  Drop  of 
Milk,  and  fo  fmall  as  fcarce  to  be  difcern'd  ; 
bat  it  grows  like  a  living  Creature,  and  be- 
comes folid  and  hard  by  degrees  \  there  are 
however,  vaft  Numbers  of  thefe  Pearls  which 
remain  fmall  for  ever,  and  grow  fcarce  above 
the  bignefs  of  a  Sand  Corn.  The  King  of 
Spain  ought  to  have  a  fifth  Share  of  all  the 
Gold  and  Pearls  they  find  \  but  they  are  not  fo 
very  Confcientious  in  this  Point,  they  wiil 
often  hide  the  fineft  Pearls,  and  keep  them  for 
their  own  Ufe,  if  they  think  they  can  do  it 
with  Impunity.  Tis  incredible,  but  only  to 
fuch  as  have  bin  Eye-witnefTes  thereof,  what  a 
prodigious  Quantity  of  Pearls  this  fmall  Tract 
of  the  Sea  produces. 

In  the  Year  1515.  certain  Religious  of  the 
Order  of  St.  Dominick  and  St.  Francis^  fet  fail 
for  the  Province  of  Cumana,  on  the  Continent, 
to  convert  thefe  barbarous  and  idolatrous  Na- 
tions \  but  the  Indians  were  fo  far  from  giving 
car  to  their  Holy  Exhortations,  that  they  maf- 
facred  them.  This  ill  Treatment  did  not  de- 
ter fome  other  Fathers  of  the  fame  Orders,  who 
expos'd  their  Lives  to  the  fame  Danger,  and 
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fucceeded  fo  well,  that  they  ere&ed  two  Con-  The  Con- 
vents there.    Among  thefe  Religious  Men  , venU  &- 
there  was  one  who  being  well  skill'd  inChirur-  rfedon 
gWS'diWi?  a^eat  dealof  Charity,  to  cure  ZnZl 
the  Wounds  of  thefe  Indians,  which  producM  this  IJk. 
this  good  EfFeft,  that  they  began  to  hearken  to 
their  Inftru&ions  for  their  Converfion.  But 
at  the  End  of  three  years,  the  Indians  of  Cumana, 
Cariaco,  Chiribichio,  Maracapana,  Tacaris,  Ne- 
beri,  and  of  Vnari,  entring  into  a  Confpiracy, 
maftacredall  the  Spaniards^  as  well  the  Religio- 
n's as  others,  and  fet  the  two  Convents  on  The  ltlf~ 
Fire.   'Tis  probable  they  took  this  defperate T™L 
Courfe,  byreafon  of  the  Hardlhips  that  were  Spaniards 
impos'd  upon  them,  on  account  of  the  Traffick 
of  Pearls.    One  of  thefe  Religious  Men,  feeing 
the  Convent  on  Fire,  hid  himfelf  among  fome 
Willows  for  three  Days,  but  at  laft,  feeing  no 
Means  left  to  efcape  their  Hands,  he  refolv'd  to 
furrender  to  the  Indians,  in  hopes  of  meeting 
with  a  better  Treatment  at  their  Hands,  than 
his  Companions  had  done,  confidering-  the  ma- 
ny good  Offices  he  had  done  them  :  They  kept 
him  for  three  Days,  without  offering  him  the 
leaft  Harm  •,  during  which  time  they  had  fre- 
quent Confuitations  together,  in  what  manner 
to  proceed  with  this  Religious  Man  :  There 
were  not  a  few  of  them  who  were  of  Opinion, 
not  to  kill  him  ;  but  to  keep  him  among  them, 
and  upon  all  OccaJlons  to  make  ufe  of  him,  as 
an  Inftrument  to  make  their  Peace  with  the 
Spaniards ;  but  the  major  Party  being  of  a  con- 
trary Sentiment,  he  was  miferably  cut  to  pieces. 
But  it  was  not  Jong  before  they  repented  of  this 
Cruelty,  and  they  have  confefs'd  iince,  that  all 
the  Misfortunes  that  havebefaln  them  from  that 
time,  were  a  due  Punimment  for  the  Death  of 
this  Religiofq,    The  Spaniards  difpers'd  in  the 

ijte 
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Ifle,  hearing  this  difma!  News,  thought  it  high 
time  to  provide  for  their  Security,  which  they 
did  immediately  \  for  300  of  them  retir'd  to 
They  have  St.  Domingo  in  Hifpaniola,  with  fo  much  Pre- 
theljle.  cipitation,  that  they  left  all  their  Goods  and 
Stores  behind  them,  which  were  pill ag'd  after- 
wards by  the  Iflanders. 

Don  Diego  Cohmbo^  enrag'd  to  the  highefl 
degree  at  this  Treachery  of  the  Indians,  re- 
folv'd  inftantly  to  revenge  the  Death  of  his 
Country-men,  and  to  punifii  with  the  utmoft 
Rigour  the  rebellious  Indians.   For  this  purpofe, 
having  order'd  feverai  Ships  to  be  equipp'd,  he 
gave  the  Command  of  this  fmall  Squadron  to 
Gonzales  d1  OcampojNith  300  Men  a-board  them, 
and  all  other  Neceflaries  for  fuch  an  Expedition. 
The  Commodore  feeing  fome  of  the  chief  Na- 
tives of  the  Ifle  upon  the  Shoar,  to  learn  from 
whence  this  Squadron  came,  and  upon  what 
Defign,  thought  it  mod  expedient,  to  try  whe- 
ther they  could  get  fome  of  them  into  their 
Hands,  in  order  to  facilitate  their  intended 
Conquefh    So  they  told  them  they  were  come 
from  Cafiile,  to  Traffic^  with  them,  and  fhew'd 
them  fome  European  Commodities,  which  they 
pretended  they  would  exchange  for  Pearls.  The 
Indians  believing  that  they  being  lately  come 
from  Caftile,  knew  nothing  of  what  had  hap- 
pen'd  to  the  Spanijh  Inhabitants  of  the  ifle, 
entred  into  a  Consultation,  how  to  maflacre 
thefe  new  Commers,  a§  they  had  done  their 
Country-men  before.    This  being  refolv'd  up. 
on,  fome  of  the  Chief  of  the  Indians  ventur'd 
to  go  a-board,  in  order  to  invite  the  Commo- 
dore a-fhore,  whom  they  prefentcd  with  what 
the  Country  afforded,  and  at  the  fame  time 
gave  him  all  poftible  Bemonftration  of  Affection 
and  Refped.    He,  on  the  other  Haud,  had  ta- 
ken 


of  Voyages  ^Travels. 
ken  efFe&ual  care  to  keep  all  the  Soldiers  be- 
low Deck  ,fo  that  the  Indians  feeing  none  but  Sea- 
men, made  good  cheer  with  the  Spamfi  Officers : 
But  in  the  midft  of  their  Jollity,  at  the  Signal 
given,  they  were  foon  feiz'd  and  hang'd,  to 
terrifie  the  red,  that  were  flock'd  in  great  Num- 
bers to  the  Sea-fhoar. 

All  this  being  done  with  little  Noife,  and  lefs 
Danger,  the  Spaniards  landed  in  the  ifle  of  Cu- 
bagua^  putting  all  to  the  Sword  that  pretended 
to  oppofe  them,  purfuant  to  the  Orders  of  their 
Commodore,  who  alfo  caufed  manymoreof  the 
Indians  that  fell  into  his  Hands,  to  be  feverely 
punifh'd.  But  to  bridle  for  the  future  thefe 
Barbarians,  it  was  refolv'd  to  erect,  a  itrong 
Fort  at  the  Entrance  of  the  River  Cumana, 
which  done,  they  fettled  a  regular  Colony  in 
the  Ifle  of  Ci4baguat  which  they  had  not  bin 
able  to  effect:  with  any  Security  hitherto.  It 
was  further  thought  advifeable,  to  build  their 
Houfes  of  Stone  or  Brick-work,  as  well  as  the 
Church,  that,  in  cafe  of  Neceffity,  they  might 
ferve  for  a  fafe  retreat.  Pater  Barry,  a  Spanijh 
Gentleman^  was  the  firft  who  gave  this  Advice 
of  building  their  Houfes  of  Stones.  By  this 
Means  the  Ifle  of  Cubagua,  and  the  oppoiite 
Shoar  on  the  Continent,  were  reduc'd  to  an 
entire  Obedience  and  Tranquility,  which  has 
continued  ever  lince  that  time,  to  the  vafc 
Advantage  of  both  Parties,  who  draw  a  vaft 
Profit  from  the  Pearl- Fifhery,  and  the  Traffick 
that  depends  on  it. 

In  the  Month  of  September,  15-30.  One  Day 
when  the  Sky  appear'd  extreamly  Serene,  and 
the  Weather  very  ft  ill,  it  chang'd  on  a  fudden 
about  ten  of  the  Clock  in  the  Forenoon  the 
Sea  fvdl'd  all  along  the  Coaft  of  the  Province 
of  Cmnana,  to  a  prodigious  height,  with  a 
;  molt 
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molt  dreadful  Noife  •,  this  was  attended  by  an 
Jdreadful  Earthquake,  which  lafted  for  three  quarters  oi 
Earth-  an  Hour,  with  fuch  Violence,  that  one  would 
quake.  have  believ'd  the  whole  Earth  to  be  lhatter'd  to 
pieces.  By  this  Earthquake  the  Fort  was  quite 
deftroy'd,  and  a  vaftTracl:  of  Land  laid  quite 
under  Water  ;  vaft  Concavities  were  feen  full 
of  a  putrid  black  Water  \  a  great  Number  of 
Indians  dy'd  meerly  out  of  Fe3r,  and  a  much 
greater  Number  werecrufrYd  to  death  by  their 
Cabines  and  other  Accidents.  A  vaft  Moun- 
tain, tho'  at  leaft  five  Leagues  diftant  from  the 
Sea,  open'd  it  felf,  to  the  great  Terror  of  all 
fuch  as  beheld  fo  dreadful  a  Spe&acle.  The 
Earthquake  being  quite  over,  and  the  Waters 
fain  and  redue'd  into  their  naturalBoundaries,the 
Governourorder'd  the  Fort  immediately  to  be 
re-built,  to  keep  the  Indians  in  Awe,  which  has 
producM  the  dehVd  Effed,  for  they  never 
have  ventur'd  upon  any  Revolt  iince  that 
time.  j 

Frequent  mention  having  bin  made  in  this 
Collection,  of  matters  relating  to  the  Pearls,  it 
will  not  be  beyond  our  Scope,  to  give  a  few 
Words  of  Advice  to  thofe  who  buy  them,  they 
being  often  impos'd  upon,  for  want  of  Experi- 
ence and  Skill  ;  for  there  are  abundance  of 
Pearls,  which  pafs  currently  for  very  good  and 
perfect  ones,  when  a&ually  they  are  not  fo  \ 
their  Bignefs  and  outward  Luftre,  is  apt  to 
dazle  our  Eyes*,  but  this  Appearance  is  often 
How  to  vet7  fallacious.  To  difcover  the  hidden  De- 
kjiovgoodfe&s  arld  Faults  of  a  Pearl,  and  to  know  whe- 
PearU.  ther  me  is  fpeckled,  or  broken,  or  has  any  o- 
ther  Imperfection,  the  belt  way  is,  to  make 
Trial  of  it  by  the  Reverberation  of  the  Sun- 
beams for  by  this  Means  your  Eye  will  pene- 
trate into  the  very  Center  of  the  Pearl,  and 

dif- 
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difcover  theleaft  Defeft  it  has.;  you  will  then  fee 
whether  it  be  Pure,  or  have  any  Spots  or  not, 
and  confequently  you  may  the  better  guefs  at  its 
Value. 

'Tis  not  to  be  imagin'd,  that  the  Gold  and 
Pearls  that  are  brought  from  the  Indies,  were  at 
firft  found  out,  or  are  Hill  acquir'd  without 
great  Hazard  and  Danger  ;  ithascoft  the  Lives 
of  a  great  many  Perfonsof  all  Ranks,  who  have 
periuYd  by  Ship-wrecks  in  thofe  Seas,  that  were 
unknown  to  the  Europeans?  at  the  firft  Difcovery 
of  the  Indies ;  and  fuch  like  Accidents  happen 
fometimes  too  often  in  our  Times,  by  the  over- 
Ught  of  the  Captains  and  other  Officers  of  Ships, 
who  venture  upon  fo  long  a  Voyage  in  old  Ships, 
that  are  Rotten,  Worm-eaten  and  Leaky ;  for  w.ovm  in 
it  is  to  be  obferv'd,  that  in  forae  Parts  of  the^afdia£ 
New  World,  the  Worm  gets  into  the  Sides  and.  " 
even  into  the  Rudder  of  the  Ship.  Be- 
iides  this,  that  the  frequent  Calms,  and 
Winds  which  blow  at  certain  Seafons  of  the 
Year,  from  one  Corner  only,  oftentimes  de- 
tain a  Ship  beyond  all  Expectation  four  or  five 
Months  in  a  fmall  Voyage  5  fo  that  their  Pro- 
vifions  being  either  fpent  or  fpoil'd,  they  are  in 
the  utmoft  Danger  of  perifhing  by  Famine  or 
Thirft. 

'Tis  an  old  and  common  faying,  that,  To 
learn  to  Pray,  a  Man  ought  to  take  a  Voyage.  For 
as  there  Danger,and  even  Death  it  felf frequent- 
ly look  a  Man  in  the  Face  in  his  moll  dreadful 
Shape,  without  any  Profpecl:  of  Humane  aid 
for  his  Delivery,  he  is,  when  every  thing  elfe 
fails,  obligM  to  have  Recourfe  to  God,  and  to 
implore,  in  his  moft  fervent  prayers,  his  Provi. 
dence.  "Tis  no  difficult  matter  to  fliew,  by  a 
thoufand  Mances,  that  God  has  afforded  his 
manifeft  Afliftance,  to  thofe  who  fent  up 
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their  Vows  to  him,  in  the  laft  Extremity  of 

Danger. 

fnthe  Year  151 3.  A  Ship  bound  from  Spain 
to  the  New  Wcrld,  ftriking  againfl  the  Rocks 
on  that  Coaft  was  ftav'd  quite  to  Pieces.  There 
was  a  hoard  the  VefTel  a  Father  and  Son,  Na- 
tives of  Senile,  who  feeing  all  was  loir,  recom- 
mended thcmTelves  to  God's  Mercy,  and  light- 
ing of  a  Plank  of  the  Ship,  took  hold  of  it,  in 
certain  Hopes  that  God  would  affift  them  in 
this  Extremity  :  They  were  thus  left  to  the 
Mercy  of  the  Winds  and  Waves  for  three  Days 
together,  when  an  Enrojcan  VefTel  happening  to 
pafs  accidentally  near  them,  and  feeing  them 
in  this  miferable  Condition,  took  them  a-board 
the  Ship,  when  they  were  juft  at  the  Point  of 
Death  for  want  of  Suftenance,  and  the  Fatigues 
they  had  undergone. 

In  the  fame  Year  1  j  1 3.  Another  VefTel  fet  fail 
from  St.  Domingo,  for  Darien,  near  the  Gulph 
of  Vraba,  in  the  Province  Cumacoi  which  had 
lately  bin  conquered,  and  whereof  Captain 
Vafco  Nunez,  was  Governour.    This  VefTel  had 
a-board  both  Merchandizes  and  a  good  Number 
of  Paflengers.  The  Pilot  happening  to  mifukc 
the  Shoar,  carry'd  the  VefTel  50  or  60  Leagues 
lower  than  he  ought  to  have  done ;  fo  that  be- 
ing by  the  ftrong  Currents  at  laft  forc'd  among 
the  Rocks,  they  were  forc'd  to  throw  their 
whole  Lading  over-board,  which  in  Effe&fav'd 
fomepart  of  the  Ship  :    However,  the  Mari. 
ners  feeing  the  manifeft  Danger  they  weref 
expos'd  to.,got  into  the  Boat,but  would  notfuffer 
any  of  the  PafTengers  to  go  along  with  them  v 
they  wer3  tofs'd  up  and  down  along  the  Coaft 
for  a  conflderabletime,  without  knowing  where 
they  were,  or  being  able  to  find  out  a  landing 
Place,  till  at  laft  being  carried  by  the  Violence 
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of  the  Wind  into  the  open  Sea, they  all  miferabl? 
periftYd  there,  perhaps  by  the  juft  Punifhment  of 
God  for  their  Cruelty  in  hindering  the  PaiTengers 
from  coming  into  their  Boat    But  Providence 
took  a  particular  Care  of  them  in  their  Ex- 
tremity :    They  were  no  lefs  than  thirty-five 
in  Number,  and  by  one  Means  or  other  all  made 
Shift  to  get  a-ihoar,  in  hopes  that  the  Sea-men, 
who  were  gone  away  in  the  Boat,  would  find 
out  fome  way  or  other  to  deliver  them  from  the 
Danger  that  threatned  them  from  the  In- 
dians,  They  liv'd  in  this  Expectation  and  in- 
certitude for  three  Weeks  together,  not  know- 
ing what  to  do,  or  what  to  refolve  upon.  In 
this  Diftrefs  they  faw  3 do  Indians  coming  to- 
wards them,  in  an  hoftile  manner  \  but  finding 
them  without  Arms,  and  without  the  leaft: 
Defign  of  defending  themfelves,  they  did  them 
not  the  leaft  barm  :  They  ask'd  them  by  Signs, 
as  well  as  they  could,  from  whence  they  came  ? 
and  upoa  what  Defign  ?  In  anfwer  to  which, 
the  Chriftians  made  'emfenfible^hat  they  want- 
ed to  be  reliev'd  with  Provifions  above  all  o- 
ther  things.    The  Indians  fiiew'd  them  feveral 
Plates,  and  pieces  of  Gold,  Rings,  Ear-rings> 
and  fuch  like,  which  they  frankly  ofFer'd  them  } 
but  the  Chriftians  refus'd  to  accept  of  them  : 
They  then  brought  before  them  divers  young 
Indian  Women,  quite  naked,  which  they  offer'd 
them  with  the  fame  freedom  as  they  had  done 
their  Gold  \  but  thefe  being  likewife  refus'd  by 
the  Chriftians,  they  were  fo  much  taken  with 
their  Continency,  that  they  not  only  olFer'd 
them  not  the  leaft  Violence,  but  alio  gave  them 
a  Share  of  what  Provifions  they  had,  of  their 
Mahiz.  or  Bread   Corn,  of  Fruits  and  fome 
Fiih.    After  this  they  convers'd  very  familiarly 
with  the  Indians  for  near  feven  Weeks  %  when 
Z  be- 
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beginning  to  lofe  all  hopes  of  being  reliev'd, 
they  refolv'd  to  build  a  fmall  Bark  out  of  the 
Planks,  and  other  Remnants  of  their  Ship- 
wreck'd  Veflel,  tho'  they  had  neither  Iron,  nor 
Saw,  nor  Hammer,  nor  any  other  Tools  re- 
quifite  for  the  building  of  a  Bark  *,  they  fupply'd 
this  Defed  as  well  as  they  could,  in  fpite  of  all 
the  Difficulties  that  lay  in  their  way  they 
pick'd  the  Pitch  and  Tarr  from  the  broken 
Ship,  as  well  as  the  Tow,  and  as  many  Nails  as 
they  were  able  to  get  out,  fupplying  the  reft 
with  wooden  Peggs :  To  be  ftiort,  they  work'd 
with  fo  much  Application  and  Resolution,  that 
at  laft  they  Jaunch'd  their  Veflel,  and  brought 
her  into  the  Water. 

They  all  embark'd  a-board  this  fecond  Ark, 
except  five  or  fix  thatdy'd  before  \  they  under- 
took their  Voyage  without  any  Marine-Map, 
without  a  Compafs  or  Pilot,  without  knowing 
which  Way  they  were  to  fleer  their  Courfe,  to 
reach  Darien,  whether  Eaft  or  Weft :  After 
they  had  faiPd  at  random  for  four  Days,  with- 
out the  leaft  hopes  of  feeing  an  End  of  their 
Voyage  }  they  fteer'd  a  contrary  Courfe,  fome- 
times  making  ufe  of  their  Sails,  fometimes  of 
their  Oars  ;  but  all  this  while  going  on  they 
knew  not  whither,  like  Men  out  of  their  Senfes. 
On  the  other  Hand,  they  began  to  be  forely 
pinch'd  with  Hunger,  which  oblig'd  them  to 
make  to  the  next  Shoar,  to  get  fome  frefti 
Water,  and  a  few  Roots,  to  keep  themfelves 
from  flarving. 

What  moft  of  all  puzzled  them,  was,  that 
fometimes  they  were  fore'd  to  flop,  becaufe 
their  Bark  could  go  on  no  further  over  the 
Sands;  one  Half  of  them  dy'd  for  Hunger, 
Vexation,  and  the  continual  Fatigues  they 
were  oblig'd  to  undergo  j  fo  that  being  now 

redue'd 
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reduc'd  to  fourteen,  they  had  at  laft  the  good 
Fortune,  to  get  into  the  Ifle  of  Gomera,  from 
whence  they  were  tranfported  to  Darien.  So 
deplorable  a  Spectacle  mov'd  all  that  faw  it  to 
Compaffion  ;  for  they  were  fo  lean  and  dry'd  up, 
that  they  look'd  like  Skeletons,  having  nothing 
left  but  a  Humane  Shape.  Being  reduc'd  to 
the  utmoft  Defpair  for  want  of  Victuals,  they 
agreed  to  call  Lots  among  them,  to  fee  which 
of  them  mould  be  kill'd,  in  order  to  fave  the 
Lives  of  the  reft ;  and  they  engag'd  one  another 
by  Oath,  that  he  whofe  Lot  it  ihould  be,  to  be 
facrific'd,  for  the  Prefervation  of  his  Compa- 
nions, mould  take  his  Death  with  Patience,  and 
without  Remorfe  :  The  fatal  Lot  happen 'd  to 
fall  upon  one  Alvarez,  de  AguilUr,  a  Native  of 
Toledo  \  however,  they  agreed  to  Hay  till  Night 
before  they  would  kill  him  when  juft  upon  the 
clofeof  the  Day  they  efpy'd  a  Ship,  which  ma- 
king towards  them,  deliver'd  them  by  a  kind  of 
Miracle. 

Much  about  the  fame  time,  there  happen'd 
another  Adventure,  no  lefs  remarkable  then 
that  whereof  I  have  given  a  Relation  juft  now. 

A  Veflel  let  fail  from  Hlffaniola,  for  Europe, 
in  1 5 14.    Being  in  the  open  Sea,  above  $oojnjtanegs 
Leagues  from  the  Harbour  from  whence  it  came,  ofmiracu- 
began  to  be  fo  Leaky,  that  two  Pumps  were^  Deli~ 
fcarce  able  to  keep  her  above  Water  :    Thofe  ver-™  -u 
that  were  a-board  her,  feeing  the  eminent  ^'7* 
Danger  they  were  expos'd  too,  happily  got  into 
the  Boat,  the  fame  Moment  they  faw  theWater 
overflow  the  Deck,  and  fwallow  up  the  VefTei 
into  the  Abyfs  of  the  Sea.    The  ha  fee  they 
were  in,  to  get  one  before  the  other  into  the 
Boat,  made  them  fo  carelefs  in  all  other  Refpe&s 
but  their  prefent  Prefervation,  that  they  never 
thought  of  taking  either  Bread,  Wine,  or  any 
2  2  oth«n 
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other  thing  lit  for  Suftanance  along  with  them, 
no  more  than  their  Sea  Map  and  Compafs  by 
good  Chance  a  young  Spaniard  had  ty'd  about 
two  Pounds  of  Bisket  in  a  Napkin,  for  his 
own  life,  aud  it  feems  as  if  God  Almighty 
thought  fit  to  revive  his  former  Miracle  of  the 
Multiplication  of  Bread,  out  of  Commifera- 
tion  of  thefe  poor  Wretches,  becaufe  this  fmall 
Quantity  of  Bisket,  did  keep  alive  a  confidera- 
ble  Number  of  Men,  which  according  to  the 
Courfe  of  Nature,  is  fcarce  to  be  conceiy'd 
within  the  Compafs  of  a  Poflibility :  They 
were  tofs'd  up  and  down,  not  knowing  whe- 
ther they  went,  being,  as  I  told  you,  without 
a  Maritine-Map  or  Compafs :  Being  at  laft 
quite  fpent  with  labouring  at  the  Oar,  they 
agreed  at  laft  to  fow  their  Shirts  together,  to 
make  ufe  of  them  inftead  of  a  Sail,  one  among 
them  having  by  chance  fome  Needles  about  him, 
but  they  wanted  Thread  ;  tofupply  this  Defeft 
they  unripp'd  their  Waft-coats,  and  ftitchd  up, 
with  the  Threads  they  pick'd  out  of  them,  their 
Sail  :  Thus  abandoning  themfelves  to  the 
Mercy  of  the  Winds  and  Waves,  they  husband- 
ed their  Bisket  as  well  as  poffibly  they  could, 
till  they  had  no  more  than  an  Ounce  and  a 
Half  left  j  to  quench  their  Thirft  they  fre- 
quently wanYd  their  Hands  and  Faces  with  the 
Sea  water,  and  others  drank  their  own  Urine: 
Being  reduc'd  to  this  laft  Extremity,  they  una- 
nimoufly  offer'd  their  Vows  to  the  Virgin  Maryy 
whofe  Image  is  worfhip'd  in  the  great  Church  of 
Sevile^  and  after  a  moft  doleful  Navigation  of 
eleven  Days,  beyond  all  Expe&ation,  found 
themfelves  about  three  Leagues  from  the  Coaft 
of  HHpavioU,  where  they  got  a-fhoar  about 
Noon,  and  retnrn'd  their  hearty  Thanks  to  that 
God  who  had  fay'd  their  Lives  in  fo  miraculous 
a  manner.  jf 
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If  a  Man  happens  to  be  furpriz'd  by  fbme  un- 
forefeen  Danger,  the  beft  way  to  arm  himfelf  a- 
gainft  it  is,  Patience,  Refblution,  and  to  leave 
nothing  unattempted  to  get  out  of  it  *,  but  the 
contrary  is  a  great  Piece  of  Folly,  for  a  Man  to 
court  Danger  for  his  own  Fancies  fake,  an  In- 
Itance  whereof  we  had  in  the  Indies,  in  a  young 
PortHgnefe,  in  1 5 14  during  that  Voyage  to  the 
Continent,  wherein  Pcdrariade  Avile  command- 
ed a  Squadron  of  feventeen  or  eighteen  Ships, 
by  vertue  of  a  CommhTion  from  the  moft  Cat ho- 
lick  King  Ferdinand.  One  Day  as  they  were 
under  fail  in  the  Ocean,  with  a  favourable 
Wind,  one  a.board  the  Admiral's  Ship  took  an 
Opportunity  of  making  Sport  with  a  young 
Portuguefe,  who  being  a  rattle  brain  d  and  capri- 
cious Fellow,  fwore  bitterly,  that  unlefs  they 
defifted  to  make  him  their  May-game,  he  would 
throw  himfelf  into  the  Sea,  and  fwim  diredly 
a-board  another  Ship  belonging  to  the  fame 
Squadron :  This  rafti  Exprelfion  ferv'd  only  to 
make  the  whole  Company  laugh,  who  took  this 
Opportunity  of  tormenting  the  young  Fellow, 
and  of  playing  him  divers  unlcky  Tricks :  The 
Portuguefe  exalperated  at  their  Proceedings,  put 
an  EngliJJ)  Cap  pn  his  Head,  and  perceiving  ano-  Fool-bav- 
ther  Ship  at  no  great  diftance  from  theirs,  dinefs  of 
throws  himfelf  into  the  Water,  with  an  Inten-  *  y°unS 
tion  to  fwim  a-board  her  ^  but  the  Wind  blow-  Portfu* 
ing  very  frefti,  the  Ship  foon  out-fail'd  him. s 
The  Mariners  belonging  to  his  Ship,  fur- 
priz'd at  his  Fool-hard  in  efs,  made  a  Sign  to 
the  Ship  that  follow'd  them,  to  give  him 
their  Affiftance,  which  they  did  in  the  very 
Nick  of  time,  he  being  near  half  drown'd,and 
almoft  fenfelefs,  when  they  took  him  up  into 
their  Ship. 
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Thofe  that  travel  by  Sea,  are  fubje&  to  a 
thoufand  Accidents,  efpecially  in  long  Voyages  ; 
and  tho'  the  greateft  and  moft  frequent  Dangers 
that  threaten  a  Ship,  muft  be  attributed  to  the 
Rocks  and  Water,  neverthelefs  Fire  fometimes 
alfo  claims  its  fhare  in  thefe  Hazards,  and  puts 
a  Veffel  in  no  lefs  Danger  than  the  reft,  if  once 
it  gets  the  Mafterhood  there,  h  happen'd  in 
the  Year  t  533,  that  a  Veffel  being  under  fail, 
with  a  t\  and  frefli  Gale,  was  found  to  run 
unfteady  in  her  Courfe,  for  want  of  fufficient 
Ballad  \  to  remedy  this  Inconveniency,  three 
Tuns  of  Water  were  order'd  to  be  fill'd,  and 
,  one  of  the  Sea-men,  who  had  occafion  to'look 
forfomethingin  the  Hull  of  the  Ship,  took  a 
Candle,  which  he  fnuff'd  there,  and  caft  the 
Snuff,  thro'  Careleflhefs,  on  the  Ground.  Ia 
the  Night  time  the  Sea-men  keep  their  Watches 
by  turns,  and  about  two  or  three  Hours  after 

7"  Sun-fet,  theyperceiv'dfo  thick  a  Smoak,  that 
thofe  that  were  upon  the  Watch  were  ready  to 
be  fhfled  with  it.  They  fearch'd  in  every  Corner 
thev  could  think  of,  till  at  la  ft  they  found  this 
Snuff  faften'd  to  a  piece  of  a  Cable,  which  was 
already  half  confum'd  by  it,  and  had,  without 
all  doubt,  fet  the  whole  Ship  on  Fire,  had  they 
not  found  Means  immediately  to  ftop  it  from 
going  further,  for  it  had  quite  burnt  to  Allies  a 
whole  Trunk  with  Cloaths,  tho' there  was  not 
the  leaft  Appearance  of  a  Flame ;  by  good 
Chance  it  had  not  as  yet  touch'd  the  Sides  of  the 
Veflel,  which  were  tarr'd  and  pitch'd,  and 
very  dry  :  When  they  open'd  the  Hatches  in 
order  to  give  vent  to  the  Fire,  the  Flame  broke 
out  like  a  Whirl-wind,  to  the  midft  of  the 
Main-maft.  It  happen'd  very  luckly,  that  thefe 
three  Tuns  with  Water  were  not  far  from  the 
Place  where  this  Mifchance  Jiappen'd,  Lecaufe 
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they  did  much  greater  Service  in  extinguifliing 
the  Fire,  than  all  the  other  Helps  they  made 
ufe  of  for  the  fame  purpofe.  This  Accident 
may  ferve  as  a  Warning  to  others,  to  make 
them  fenfible,  that  they  can't  be  to  careful  in 
preventing  fuch  Difafters,  as  come  from  the  ill 
Management  of  Fire. 

Whether  it  be  that  Fear  diflurbs  our  Imagi- 
nation, or  whether  the  thing  be  really  fuch  as 
it  is  related,  certain  it  is,  that  there  are  Sea- 
men,  who  poflitively  affirm,  to  have  heard 
Humane  Voices  in  the  Air,  and  to  have  feen 
moft  dreadful  Speftres,  fufficient  to  terrifie  the 
boldeft  Man  in  the  World.   I  will  give  you  an 
Account  of  an  Adventure  of  this  Nature, 
whereof  Martin  de  Vergara,  firft  Commiffioner  to 
Admiral  Don  Lewis  Columbo^  and  Chriflopher 
Perez,  were  Eye-witnelfes.   They  fet  fail  from 
the  Port  of  St.  Domingo  mMgufi  1533.  with 
a  Veflel  laden  with  Sugar,  and  fome  other  Indi- 
an Commodities,  befides  Gold  and  Silver,  for 
Spain.    John  de  Ermura,  the   Pilot,  fell  Sick 
and  dy'd  in  the  Voyage.    In  OBober  they  were 
furpriz'd  by  a  moft  violent  Tempeft,  which 
continu  d,  without  Intermiffion,  three  Days  and 
two  Nights :  The  Mariners  declared,  that  they 
heard  certain  Voices  in  the  Air,  and  faw  the  Humane 
Veflel  furrounded  with  very  frightful  Figures 
and  Shapes.   They  were  forc'd  to  lighten  the^J*4  ' 
Ship,  and  to  throw  over-board  300  Chefts  with  feen  {n  a 
Sugar,  and  above  a  10000  Hides.   The  Veflel  Temfefu 
let  the  Water  in  on  all  Sides,  fo  that  they  judg'd 
it  their  belt  way,  tho'  with  very  little  Hopes,  to 
turn  to  the  Port  from  whence  they  came,  where 
they  got  fafely  into  the  Harbour  %  but  all  the 
Merchandizes  that  were  left  in  the  Veflel  were 
quite  fpoil'd,  and  the  News  of  their  being 
Founder'd  at  Sea  was  carried  into  Spain,  long 
Z  4  before 
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before  they  came  back  to  St.  Domingo] 

Alonfo  Suaz,  fet  fail  from  Cuba,  for  New  Spain « 
I/:  ".««ne;  in  the  Month  of  January,  about  Mid- 
night, fiirpriz'd  by  a  mcft  violent  Storm,  which 
atieveral  times  plungti  the  Veflel  into  the  very 
Abyisoi  the  Sea,  the  Captain,  who  was  a  dif- 
creet  and  good  Man,  with  his  Ship's-crew,  had 
Recourfe  to  Prayers  5  at  the  fame  Moment  they 
were  uttering  thefe  Words,  Monflra  effe  mL 
trem,  the  Veflel  was  rais'd  from  the  very  depth 
up  to  the  Surface  of  the  Waters,  and  it  being 
a  very  dark  Night,  they  plainly  faw  a  fmall 
Light,  which  flood  them  in  great  ftead,  in  the 
Management  of  the  Ship,  according  to  the  ut- 
moft  of  their  Power.    They  likewife^  faw  about 
the  Ship  great  Numbers  of  monflxous  Fifties  of 
a  prodigious  Bulk,  which  queftionlefs  follow'd 
them,  to  feed  upon  their  dead  Carcafles  if 
they  mould  be  call  away.   The  Tempeft  wa's  fo 
tunous,  that  not  being  able  to  govern  the  Ship 
by  the  Rudder,  or  to  make  ufe  of  the  Compafs, 
they  were  fore'd  to  abandon  the  Veflel  to  the 
Mercy  of  the  Wind  and  Waves ;  fo  that  at  laft 
itnkmgagainftaRock,  ihe  was  jftav'd  to  Pieces 
the  Gold,  Silver,  precious  Stones,  and  Mer- 
chandizes of  an  incredible  Value  were  all  loll 
forty-feven  Perfons  were  only  fav'd,  all  the  reft* 
together  with  the  Captain,  being  drown'd 
thofe  that  had  efcap'd  the  Ship-wreck  feeno- 
thing  but  Death  in  his  moft  terrible  Shapes 
before  their  Eyes,  fitting  on  the  Rocks  without 
Proviflons,  or  any  Hopes  of  Relief,  and  fome- 
tiraes  were  cover'd  all  over  with  the  Waves 
that  heat  with  the  utmoffc  Violence  againft  the' 
Rocks,  fo  that  they  were  in  the  utmoft  Danger 
of  being  carry'd  away  with  them  into  the  open 
Sea.    The  Tempeft:  being  fomewhat  allayed 
tneyefpy'd  a  fmall  Canoe,  which  would  hold 

about 
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about  five  Men  they  were  extreamly  rejoyc'd 
at  the  fight  thereof,  and  four  of  them  went  in- 
to her,  to  try  whether  they  could  fee  any  Land 
or  Ship,  but  faw  nothing  but  the  Wrecks  of 
their  Veflel,  with  fome  Bales  of  Goods  float- 
ing upon  the  Sea  *,  they  caft  Lots  which  Way  to 
Steer  their  Courfe,  whether  EaB,  Wtfty  North 
or  South  to  get  Sight  of  Land  ;  the  Lot  fell  four 
times  fucceflively  to  the  Eaff,  fo  choofing  that 
Courfe,  they  faw  Land  before  Night. 

The  firft  Objeft  that  tofFer'd  it  felf  to  their 
Sight,  was  a  great  Number  of  Animals  (hap'd 
like  Hogs,  which  fed  upon  certain  Fruits 
that  were  fain  from  the  Trees  ;  fome  of  thefe 
Creatures  made  a  moft  dreadful  Noife  through 
their  Noftrils  :  One  of  the  Sea-men,  who  had 
made  feveral  Voyages  in  thofe  Parts,  knew 
them  to  be  Sea-wolves  or  Sea-calves  ;  a  Crea-  su- 
ture the  Shape  of  which  is  enough  to  daunt  wolves* 
the  boldeft  Man  in  the  World  y  for  they  were 
feventeen  or  eighteen  Foot  long,  and  eight 
Foot  thick;  they  were  of  a  different  Size, 
fome  being  younger  than  others.  Near  them 
they  heard  the  Voice  of  three  Indians^  who 
came  out  of  the  Water,  but  dy'd  immedi- 
ately, before  their  Eyes,  having  fwallow'd  too 
much  Salt  Water  in  fwimming }  for  the 
Sea  Water  here,  if  taken  in  too  great  a 
Quantity,  proves  Mortal.  Their  Companions, 
who  were  left  behind  on  the  Rocks,  at  a  Signal 
given,  climb'd  from  Rock  to  Rock,  till  they 
came  near  the  Place  where  the  other  four  were 
landed  with  their  Canoe,  and  fo  were  carry'd 
a  fhoar.  Here  Providence,  which  is  always  at 
hand  to  give  her  Affiftance  to  Mankind,  when 
they  think  every  thing  to  be  loft,  directed  them 
to  a  Place,  where  they  faw  fix  lortoifes  upon 
the  Shoar,  one  whereof  was  of  fo  vaft  a  Bulk, 

that 


The  General  HISTORY 

that  five  Perfonswho  got  on  her  Back,were  lifted 
up  into  the  Air  ;  they  took  care  to  turn  them 
upon  their  Backs,  becaufe  in  that  Pofture  they 
can't  flir  or  m eve  :  The  Flefh  of  the  Tonoifcs 
is  accounted  a  whofefome  Food  ;  but  what  is 
moft  obfervable  is,  that  their  Blood  cures  the 
Pox  and  Leper.  Thefe  poor  Wretches  made 
life  of  their  Blood  to  quench  their  Thirft,which 
ran  like  a  Stream  from  them,  fo  foon  as  they 
had  loofened  their  firft  Shell }  and  they  fatisfiy'd 
their  Hunger  with  the  raw  Flefh  of  thefe  Tor- 
toifes,  and  with  their  Eggs,  having  neither 
Time  nor  Opportunity  to  drefs  them. 

They  found,  in  a  fmall  adjacent  lfle,  a  num- 
berlefs  Quantity  of  Birds3  which  fo  darken'd 
the  Sky,  that  one  Man  was  not  able  to  fee  ano- 
ther at  fifry  Paces  diflance  }  and  they  made  fuch 
a  chattering  Noife,that  they  could  fcarce  under- 
ftand  what  they  faid.  Thefe  Birds  being  not 
in  the  leail  my,  they  might  take  as  many  as 
they  pleased,  with  their  Hands  \  and  their  Eggs, 
where-with  the  whole  Shoar  was  cover'd,  flood 
them  in  great  ftead,  in  affording  them  good 
Nourilhment :  However,  feeding  continually 
upon  raw  Tortoifes-flefh,  and  drinking  nothing 
but  their  Blood,  and  that  of  the  Birds,  many 
of  them  fell  fick  and  dy'd.  To  remedy  this 
Inconveniency,  they  refolv'd  to  make  a  Fire, 
which  they  did  by  rubbing  two  Sticks  together, 
as  they  had  feen  the  Indians  do,  and  fo  they 
drefs'd  the  Birds,  who  were  very  fat  and  well 
tailed.  But  after  all,  tho'  they  now  had  pro- 
vided in  fome  meafure  againft  Hunger?  they 
were  mifcrably  afflicted  with  Thirft,  there  be- 
ing not  one  Drop  of  frefh  Water  to  be  found 
in  the  whole  lfle  ;  for  tho'  they  had  made  a  fhift 
to  dig  fome  Pits  with  their  Hands,  the  Water 
was  as  Salt  and  Bitter  as  the  Sea-water  it  felf. 

Thus 
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Thus  being  continually  tormented  by  Thirft, 
they  became  fo  lean,  that  they  refembled  rather 
Skeletons  than  living  Men,  being  nothing  but 
Skin  and  Bones.  A  little  Page  belonging  to 
the  Captain,unable  to  bear  any  longer  hisThirft, 
and  efpying  near  the  Shoar  one  of  the  Sea- 
wolves  lying  at  length,  andfuckling  two  of  her 
young  ones,  got  foftly  near  her,  and  taking  a- 
way  one  of  her  Whelps,  put  himfelf  in  its  Jgo 
ftead,  to  fuck  the  Old  ones  Tet,  which  tm^ fucks  the 
ing  about,  tore  the  Calf  of  his  Leg  all  to  pieces  Tet  of  a 
however,  the  Wound  being  rather  large  than  Sea-wolf, 
dangerous,  he  was  cur'd  of  it  in  a  fliort  time. 
It  would  be  endlefs,  to  pretend  to  infert  an 
exad  Account  of  all  the  Miferies  thefe  poor 
Men  endur'd  in  this  Defart  of  an  Ifland,  during 
the  Space  of  153  Days:  At  laft  they  contriv'd 
a  fmall  Bark,  which  they  patch'd  together  out 
of  the  Planks  of  their  Ship-wreck'd  Vefiel }  in 
this  Work  they  fpent  three  Months,  and  then 
fent  it  to  give  notice  of  their  Diftrefs  to  their 
European  Friends,  who  difpatch'd  a  VefTel  to 
deliver  them  from  fo  deplorable  a  ftate. 
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Of  the  mofi  remarkable  things  of  N  E  W 
Spain. 

N  the  Province  of  Smerchimden^  under  the 
Jurifdi&ion  of  King  Montezuma,  are  a- 
bundance  of  Borroiighs  and  Villages,  of 
a  hundred,  two  hundred  or  three  hundred 
Families  each  :  Thefe  Indians  were  of  a  very 
tra&ableHumour  and  agreeableDifpofition^they 
were  very  ready  tofurnifli  Cortez.  and  his  Atten- 
dants  with  every  thing  that  was  convenient  and 

requilite 
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requifite  for  their  Subfiftance,  purfuant  to  the  4n 
Orders  they  had  receiv'd  from  their  Lord  Mon-  c™nt°f 
tezuma,  who  then  had  his  Refidence  at  the  iC0° 
fame  Place,  unto  which  they  have  fince  given 
the  Name  of,  The  Name  of  God.    After  you 
have  travel'd  two  or  three  Days  deeper  into 
the  Country,  you  meet  fcarcewith  anything 
but  Defarts  and  barren  Grounds,  and  the  Air 
is  fo  fharp  and  cold  there,  that  the  other  In- 
dians, who  are  bred  in  a  hot,  or  at  leaft;  more 
temperate  Climate,  can't  live  there,  but  dye  in 
a  little  time.   The  Inhabitants  of  thefe  In  land 
Countries,  build  Towers  on  the  Mountains, 
wherein  they  keep  their  Idols. 

The  Chief  Men  of  this  Part  of  the  Country, 
came  in  great  Numbers  to  vifit  and  fee  Cor- 
tezl  and  his  Attendants,  without  Ihewing  the 
leaft  Fear  or  Sufpicion  of  the  Spaniards,  who 
were  not  a  little  furpriz'd,  when  they  faw  a 
good  Fort,  not  inferior  to  any  in  Europe,  in 
thofe  Parts,  being  enclos'd  within  a  double  A  %yon 
Wall,  and  a  very  deep  Ditch.  The  Houfes  Indian 
of  the  better  fort  were  very  well  built  :  And  iW. 
they  being  always  in  War  with-  Montezuma, 
they  had  made  a  Wall  of  Free-ftone,  from 
one  Mountain  to  another,  to  fecure  them- 
felves  againft  any  fudden  Surprize  :  This 
Wall  was  twenty  Foot  thick,  and  had  a  Para- 
pet of  four  Foot  and  a  Half,  from  whence  they 
call  Stones  and  other  things  to  annoy  the 
Enemy.  At  the  Extremity  of  a  Vale,  Cortez,, 
who  had  only  a  few  Horfe-men  to  attend  him, 
was  unexpectedly  attack'd  by  500©  Indians  ; 
but  feeing  fixty  of  their  Companions  kilPd 
on  the  Spot,  without  the  Lofs  of  one  Spa- 
niard,  they  run  away  in  the  utmoft  Con fu lion. 
A  few  Days  march  beyond  this  Place,  the 
Spaniards  faw  themfelves  furrounded  by  an 
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Army  of  no  lefs  than  ioocoo  Indians,  arm'd 
with  Bows  and  Arrows ;  but  no  fooner  faw 
thefe  miferable  Wretches  the  Spanifli  Horfe 
break  in  upon  them,  and  trample  them  un- 
der Foot,  and  no  fooner  heard  they  the  Noife 
of  their  Carbines  and  Piftols  (  a  thing  that 
for  its  Novelty  founded  moft  dreadful  in  their 
Ears  )  but  they  run  away  as  faft  as  they  could 
leaving  their  Villages  and  Settlements  to  the 
Mercy  of  the  Spaniards,  who  fet  Fire  to  them. 
Conez.  had  left  in  his  Gamp  about  two  hundred 
Spanijh  Foot,  twenty  Horfe-men,  and  four 
mo  5p-  hundred  Indians.    The  Natives  had  gather'd 
an  Army  of  150000  Men,  to  force  their 
Campi  but  after  having  afTaulted  it  in  vain  for 
four  Hours,  they  retreated  j  but  drew  up  a- 
gain  behind  the  Woods,  with  an  Intention 
to  furprize  them  in  their  Intrenchments  the 
next  following  Night,  and  to  fet  it  on  Fire. 
Cortex,  being  informed  thereof  by  fome  Prifon- 
ers  he  had  taken,  to  the  Number  of  fifty,  he 
commanded  their  Hands  to  be  cut  off,  and  in 
this  miferable  Condition  to  be  fent  to  the  E- 
nemies  Camp,  to  terrify  the  reft,  and  to  let 
them  know  what  they  muft  expect,  unlefsthcy 
laid  down  their  Arms :    This  produc'd  ail  the 
defir'd  Effe&,for  they  were  in  fuch  Confternation 
at  this  Spedtacle  of  their  Companions,  that  they 
quitted  their  Camp  with  all  their  Stores  and 
Provifions  (which  flood  the  Spaniards  in  great 
Head)  and  fuch  of  them,  as  could  not  fly  faft 
enough,  threw  themfelves  headlong  from  the 
Precipices,  rather  than  fall  into  the  Hands  of 
theChriftians. 
And  fcing    The  Indians  quite  difmay'd  at  all  thefe  Dif- 
themt*    afters,  bcgg'd  for  Peace,  and  declar'd  their 
jumijfion.  Subnotion  to  the  King  of  Spain  ;  they  alfo  de- 
fired  Cortex,  to  leave  his  Camp,  and  take  up 
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Ins  Quarters  with  his  Forces  in  their  City, 
which  is  in  their  Language  call'd  Tafcaltetd-^ 
being  there  much  more  fpacious*  more  mag-  cou*  J1' 
nificent,  and  more  populous  than  the  City  of  tj)e  aty  0j? 
Granada  was,  at  the  time  it  was  taken  from  Tafcalte- 
the  Moors  by  the  Spaniards.  Every  thing  necef-  tal  and  tfc 
fary  for  the  Subfiftance  of  Life  are  here  in 
great  Plenty,  and  excellent  good  Bread  ,  oun  ry' 
IVfeat,  Fifh,  Wild-Fowl,  Fruits  of  all  forts. 
The  Country  is  water'd  with  Brooks  and 
Rivers,  which  render  it  both  pleafant  and 
commodious.  There  is  in  this  City  a  Market- 
place, unto  which  you  (hall  fee  every  Day  a- 
bove  30000  Perfons  refort,  as  well  Buyers  as 
Sellers :  Here  you  fee  certain  Stations  for 
Sales-men,  who  fell  Cloaths  afeer  their  Falhioa  j 
another  for  the  fale  of  Gold,  another  for  Silver, 
others  for  precious  Stones,  for  Caps  made  of 
Birds  Feathers  of  various  Colours,  and  fo  cu- 
rioufly  contrivcl  and  wrought,  that  nothing 
like  it  is  to  be  feen  in  any  other  Parts.  The 
Country  affords  vafl;  Plenty  of  Wild-Fowl ;  and 
that  nothing  might  be  wanting  to  Ihew  their 
Politenefs,  and  their  manner  of  Living,  they 
have  abundance  of  Baths  very  well  contriv'd  : 
But  what  furpaffes  all  the  reft,  is  their  Polity  Their  Go- 
and  Government,  every  thing  being  tranfaded  vernment, 
with  a  great  deal  of  good  Order  and  De- 
cency \  whence  we  may  conclude  them  to  be  a 
Nation  not  deftitute  of  Reafon  and  good  Senfe, 
tho'  fome  Europeans  perhaps  have  fram'd  to 
thetnfelves  quite  contrary  Notions  concerning 
them  \  befides  that,  their  Plains  and  Vallies 
are  well  manur'd,  cultivated,  fow'd  and  co. 
ver'd  with  Fruits,  Grain,  Herbs,  both  for  the 
Kitchin  and  Apothecaries-mop.  Their  man- 
ner of  Government  may  moll  fitly  be  com- 
par'd  to  the  Genoeje  and  Venetians :    They  ac- 
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knowledge  no  fingle  Perfon  for  their  Lord* 
but  the  Adminiftration  of  publick  Affairs  is 
committed  to  the  Chief  Men  of  the  Country  ; 
their  common  People  obey  their  Orders  with- 
out Referve:  If  a  War  be  refolvM  upon, 
they  all  appear  in  Arms  here,  for  the  Defence  of 
their  Country.  Moft  Vices  are  punifli'd,  but 
Theft  and  Robbery  with  the  utmoft  Severity. 
An  Indian,  who  had  ftoln  fome  inconsiderable 
thing  from  an  European,  was  carry 'd  before 
the  Magifacin,  or  their  Chief  Magiftrate  \  ha- 
ving bin  taken  in  a  certain  Village,  not  far 
from  the  Place  where  the  Fa&  was  commit- 
ted ,  the  Magiftrate  order 'd  him  to  be  deli- 
ver'd,  with  what  he  had  ftoln,  to  the  Party 
he  had  robb'd,  in  order  to  punifti  him  at  his 
own  Difcretion^  but  the  European  thank'd 
the  Magiftrate,  telling  him,  That  he  left  him 
wholly  to  his  Difpofal ;  fo  the  Criminal  was 
Theft  fe-  lcad  tnrough  all  the  chief  Streets  of  the  Streets, 
verely  the  Trumpets  founding  before  him,  and  pro- 
$unffid.  claiming  his  Fad  to  the  Market-place,  where  a 
Scaffold  being  ere&ed,  the  Executioner,  with 
a  Wooden  Mallet,  gave  him  fo  many,  and  fuch 
violent  Blows  upon  the  Head,  that  he  dy'd 
on  the  Spot,  in  fight  of  all  the  People. 

Montezuma,  who  is  look'd  upon  as  the  molt 
powerful  Prince  of  all  the  Indies,  fent  his  Am- 
bafladors  to  Corte^  attended  by  two  hundred 
Domefticks,  offering  to  pay  an  Annual  Tribute 
in  Gold,  Silver,  Silks,  and  other  rich  Com- 
modities, of  the  Produd  of  his  Dominions. 
There  were  fome  among  the  Indians^  who 
forewarn'd  Cortex,  not  to  confide  too  much  in 
the  fair  Promifes  and  Words  of  Montezuma, 
who,  they  faid,  intended  only  to  cajole  him 
into  his  own  Dominions,  to  have  a  fair  Oppor- 
tunity of  ridding  his  Hand  at  one  ftroak,  both 
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of  him  and  all  his  Followers  \  they  told  him, 
he  was  a  Diflfembling  and  Treacherous  Prince, 
whofe  Intention  was  to  catch  him  in  the  Trap. 
Cortez.  was  very  well  pleas'd  to  find  fuch  Ani- 
mofities  among  the  Indians,  in  hopes  that  thefe  w 
Divifions  would  foon  furnilh  him  with  an 
Opportunity  of  vanquifhing  them  one  after 
another,  and  bring  them  under  the  Subjection  of 
Spain, 

Montezuma  had  a&ually  put  himfelf  at  the  Treacher? 
Head  of  50000  Indians,  who  were  cantoned  of  the  In* 
along  the  Road,  and  near  thofe  Places  through  &ans, 
which  Cortez.  mull  of  Neceflity  come ;  befides, 
he  had  caus'd  many  Ditches  to  be  dug,  where- 
tbey  had  can:  fearp  pointed  Irons,  or  a  kind 
of  Foot  Angles,  cover  d  with  Turfs  and  Earth, 
in  hopes  to  difable,  and  render  unferviceable 
the  Spanijh  Horfe,  after  they  were  wounded  by 
thefe  Irons ;  he  had  alfo  taken  Care  to  have 
abundance  of  rugged  Stones  laid  in  the  Streets  of 
the  City,  through  which  they  were  to  make  their 
Publick  Entry,  in  hopes  to  fpoil  the  Hoofs  of 
their  Horfes.  Cortez.  being  under-hand  fore- 
warn'd  of  all  thefe  things,  refolv'd  to  try 
whether  the  Intelligence  he  had  was  true  or 
not:  He  fent  for  this  Purpofe,  fome  Depu- 
ties to  the  Chief  Men  of  the  City  of  Churul- 
ucal,  to  acquaint  them,  that  he  thought  it 
convenient  they  mould  attend  him  in  his 
Camp,  in  order  to  concert  Meafures  betwixt 
them,  that  he  might  know,  whether  he  mult 
deal  with  them  as  his  Friends,  or  as  Ene- 
mies. Accordingly  they  came,  making  the 
belt  Excufe  they  could  for  not  having  waited 
On  him  fooner  hecaufe,  as  they  pretended, 
they  being  at  Enmity  with  the  People  of  that 
Country  where  he  then  was,  they  durft  not 
venture  to  come  thither,  without  expo  ft  ng 
A  a  their 
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their  Perfons  to  the  greateft  Hazard :  They 
further  told  him,  they  were  not  ignorant  of 
what  falfe  Rumours  had  bin  fpread  abroad  a- 
gainftthem,to  render  their  Inclinations  andCon. 
duct  fufpe&ed  to  him}  but  that  if  he  would  ho- 
nour their  City  with  his  own  Prefence,he  Ihould 
be  fully  convinc'd  of  theFaliity  of  thefeRumours. 

The  Inhabitants  of  Tafcatetal,  who  had  fore- 
warn'd  Cortez  againft  Montezuma's  iinifter 
Deligns,  did  all  that  in  them  lay  to  divert 
him  from  going  to  Chnrultecal^  to  make  trial 
of  their  Fidelity  in  Perfon ;  but  feeing  he  per- 
ilfted  in  his  Refolution  of  going  thither,  they 
ofFer'd  to  attend  him  with  iocooo  Fighting 
Men.  He  thank'd  them  for  their  generous 
offer,  but  would  take  only  6000  along  with 
him ,  becaufe  he  was  unwilling  to  be  trou- 
bled with  fo  vaft  and*  ufelefs  a  Multitude, 
and  fear'd,  not  without  reafon,  that  his  Spa- 
niard might  be  infected  with  their  diforderly 
way  of  living  in  the  Field.  The  next  follow- 
ing Day,  the  Chief  Inhabitants  of  Chnrultecal 
Tic  City  of "came  out  of  the  City,  to  meet  Cortex,  with 
Churuite- Trumpets,  Drums,  Singers  and  Dancers  at  the 
eal*  Head  of  them,  to  give  him  all  the  Demon- 
fixations  of  their  iincere  Inclinations  and  Joy 
that  could  be.  He  was  conducted  with  all 
imaginable  Pomp,  and  lodg'd  in  one  of  the 
fineft  Houfes  of  the  Place  i>  his  little  Army  had 
likewife  convenient  Quarters  aflign'd  them, 
and  were  well  provided  with  Proviftons  and 
all  other  Neceflaries:  But  having  obferv'd 
fome  of  thefe  Trap  holes,  againft  which  they 
had  a  Caution  given  them  before  hand,  they 
kept,  during  their  March,  conftantly  upon  their 
Guard,  snd  avoided  thefe  Traps  by  their  Cir- 
cumfpeclion  :  What  encreas'd  their  Sufpicion 
was,  that  after  a  while  the  Inhabitants  feldom 
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pay'd  any  Vifits  to  the  Spaniards,  and  every 
Day  pinch'd  them  more  and  more  in  their 
ufual  Allowance  of  Provifions.    Much  about 
the  fame  time,  a  certain  Indian  Woman,  who 
liv'd  with  the  Europeans  in  the  Quality  of  an 
Interpreter,  difcover'd  to  Cortez,,  how  that 
King  Montezuma  had  a  great  Army  at  Hand3that 
the  Inhabitants  of  Churultecal  had  fent  theirChil- 
dren  out  of  the  City,  that  they  might  with  the 
more  Refolution  furprife  the  Spaniards,  and  put 
them  all  to  the  Sword,  if  it  were  in  their  Power. 
Ccrtez.  being  now  convinced  that  there  was  no 
time  to  be  loft,  refolv'd  immediately  to  fall 
upon  the  Indians,  before  they  could  have  time 
to  put  their  Defign  in  Execution :  Purfuant 
to  this  Refolution,  he  fent  Word  to  the 
Chief  Lords  of  the  City,  to  attend  him  at 
his  Houfe ,   having  fomething  of  great  mo- 
ment to  impart  to  them  \  and  at  the  fame 
time  order'd  his  Soldiers  to  be  ready  ,  to 
ad  at  the  firft  Signal  given.    No  fooner 
were  all  the  Lords  alTembled  in  the  Houfej;^s  ia 
that  was  aflign'd  him  for  his  Lodgings,  butards  are' 
he  caus'd  them  to  be  feiz'd  ;  and  then  thefcforehmd 
Spaniards  mounting  on  Borfe-back,  aflail'd  the?"'?  ths 
Indians,  and  in  an  Hours  time  kill'd  above  WBS* 
3000  of  them  with  their  Swords  and  Piftols. 
Had  Cortex*  made  the  leaft  delay  in  prevent- 
ing them,  he  and  his  Forces  had  bin  infalli- 
bly loft  ;  bscaufe  the  Indians  were  juft  then 
preparing  to  fall  upon  them,  and  for  that 
Purpofe  had  barricado'd  the  Streets  with  vaft 
Stones  :  But  being  attack'd  unexpectedly, 
were  foon  brought  into  diforder  and  difpers'd, 
being  then  without  Commanders  or  Leaders, 
who  were  all  feiz'd  and  kept  in  Chains  in 
Coneys  Houfe ,    who  gave  immediate  Or- 
ders to  fet  Fire  to  fome  fortify  5d  Una  11  Tow- 
A  a  %  ers, 
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ers,  wherein  the  Indians  had  fecur'd  themfelves, 
with  a  Refolution  to  hold  out  there  to  the 
laft  Extremity  but  they  were  foon  forc'd  to 
abandon!  them  and  the  City,  at  the  fame 
time 

The  Lords  that  were  detained  in  Cortez  his 
Houfe  being  ask'd,  What  could  move  them 
to  take  fo  barbarous  a  Refolution,  thustrca- 
cheroufly  to  Maflacre,  in  cool  Blood,  all  the 
Spaniards  ?  They  told  Cortez.^  That  they  had 
bin  engag'd  in  this  Confpiracy  by  the  Inha- 
bitants of  Cufoa,  who  were  Montezuma's  Sub- 
jects, who  had  left  nothing  unattempted  to 
draw  them  into  this  treacherous  Defign  ;  That 
Montezuma  himfelf,  who  was  not  above  a 
League  and  half  thence,  had  gather'd  an  Army 
cf  50000  Men,  on  purpofe  to  favour  this  En- 
terprize.  They  begg'd  in  a  mod  humble 
manner,  that  two  or  three  only  among  them 
might  be  fet  at  Liberty,  in  order  to  take 
care  of  their  Wives,  Children,  and  Move- 
ables they  had  fent  away,  to  make  them  re- 
turn into  the  City}  making  molt  folemn 
Proteftations  to  remain,  for  ever  after,  faith- 
ful to  Spain j  and  not  to  fufTer  themfelves  to 
be  feduc'd.  Accordingly,  the  next  Day,  eve- 
ry one  return'd  to  his  Houfe,  and  the  whole 
City  was  as  quiet,  and  as  full  of  People, 
as  it  was  the  Day  before  this  Misfortune  hap- 
pen'd. 

It  being  refolv'd  among  the  Spaniards^  not 
to  take  the  leaft  Notice,  as  if  they  were  ac- 
quainted with  Montezuma's  perfidious  Defigns, 
they  gave  a  very  obliging  Reception  to  the 
Amoafladors  he  fent  to  them,  to  congratulate 
them  on  account  of  their  good  Succefs  againft 
thefe  T.  ay  tors*,  they  brought  Prefents  to 
CorttZ)  from  their  Mailer,  confifling  of  ten 

Golden 
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Golden  Plates ;  1500  Suits  of  Cloaths  adorn'd 
with  Feathers  after  their  own  Country  Fafhion  ; 
abundance  of  Turkies,  and  other  ProviJions, 
with  good  ftore  of  Panka^  being  a  fort  of 
Liquor  the  Indians  drink  :  The  Ambaflklors 
entreated  Cortez.  not  to  penetrate  any  further 
into  Montezuma  %  Dominions,  alledging  it  was 
a  barren  Country,  not  fufficient  to  find  Sub» 
iiftance  for  his  own  Troops,  who  had  fufler'd 
very  much,  of  late  for  Want.  He  anfwer'd 
them  in  very  obliging  Terms,  That  having 
fome  things  of  the  greatelt  weight  to  com- 
municate to  their  Matter,  he  was  oblig'd  to  come 
to  have  an  interview  with  him. 

Not  far  from  the  City  of  Churultecal,  are 
two  very  high  Mountains,  conftantly  cover'd 
with  Snow  on  the  Tops,  and  exceffive  cold 
from  thence  you  may  lee  iffue  forth,  without 
Intermiffion,  certain  Exhalations,  or  rather 
two  thick  Colums  of  Smoak,  of  the  Circum- 
ference of  a  large  Houfe,  riling  up  ftrait  in- 
to the  Air,  with  more  Swiftnefs  than  a  Dart 
flys  from  a  Bow  \  and  tho'  the  Wind  blows 
always   very  hard  on  the  Tops  of  thefe 
Mountains,  it  is  not  ftrong  enough  to  move 
either  on  one  fide  or  other,  much  kfs  to 
difperfe  thefe  Colums  (as  one  may  call  them) 
of  Smoak.    Several  Attempts  have  bin  made,  to 
get  up  to  the  tops  of  thefe  Moimtains,to  difcover 
the  true  Caufe  of  this  Prodigy,  but  in  vain, 
no  body  has  hitherto  bin  able  to  reach  them, 
becaufe  the  Wind  blows  whole  Heaps  of  Afhes 
into  your   Face,  fo  as  to  ftifle  you  ^  befides 
that,  the  Snow  towards  the  Tops  lies  very 
deep,  and  the  Cold  is  a  I  molt  infupportable, 
whereas  this  Climate  is  otherwife  exceeding 
Hot,  being  no  more  than  twenty  Degrees  be- 
yond the  Equinoctial  Line. 


$4'2  The  General  HISTORY 

Cortez       A  few  Leagues  diftance  from  thefe  Moun- 
Temifti-  tail?5'  is  the.Famous  Gity  of  Temifiitani  kzt- 
tan,  tofeeG&  'm  tne  midft  °f  a  Lake>  having  but  one 
Montezu-  pretty  broad  Caufey-way  leading  to  it,  which 
ma.        will  conv  eniently  hold  about  eight  Horfe-men 
a  breaft  :  The  Water  of  this  Lake  is  congeal'd 
frequently  into  Salt,  wherewith  they  drive  a 
JDeJcrip-  great  Traffick.    The  City  it  felf,  is  furround- 
tionoftbeed  by  a  ftrong  Wall,  defended  by  Towers 
City  s  Si-  0f  different  Sizes;  and  has  but  two  Gates, 
ua  wtlt   one  through  which  the  People  come  in,  and 
the  other  at  which  they  go  out.    A  thou- 
fand  Perfons  of  the  beft  Rank,  all  clad  in  the 
fame  Drefs,  came  out  of  the  City  to  meet, 
falute,  and  pay  their  Compliments  to  Cortez^ 
and  thofe  that  were  with  him ;  each  of  them, 
one   after  another,  laid  his  Hand  to  the 
Ground,  and  then  kifs'd  it  with  all  pofRble 
marks  of  a  moft  profound  Refpccr.  ;  this  Ce. 
remony  took  up  no  lefs  than  a  whole  Hour. 
After  thefe,  appear'd  Montezuma  in  Perfon, 
attended  by  two  hundred  Lords  of  his  Court, 
all  bare  footed,  but  more  richly  attired  than 
thofe  that  had  made  their  Appearance  before  ; 
they  walk'd  two  and  two,  and  kept  as  near 
the  Houfes  as  they  could,  tho'  the  Streets 
were  very  fpacious ;  Montezuma  walk'd  be- 
twixt  two  of  the  greateft  Lords  of  the  Country, 
who  fnpported  him  on  both  fides :  There  was 
not  the  lean:  difference  in  their  Drefs  or  Ha- 
bits,  except  that  Montezuma  himfelf  had  Shoes 
on,  and  the  other  two  not.    So  foon  as  Cortez 
came  near  them,  he  alighted  from  his  Horfe, 
to  pay  his  Refpe&s  to  Montezuma^  after  which, 
the  two  Lords  that  fupported  him,  paid  theirs' 
to  Cortez,  after  the  manner  of  their  own  Country; 
the  other  two  hundred  Lords  did  the  fame,  and 
the  Ceremonial  being  over,  everyone  took  his 
Place.  Cortez 
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Cortez.  had  a  Collar  of  glafs  Stones,  about 
his  Neck,  which  he  prefented  to  Montezuma, 
who  in  lieu  thereof  beftow'd  upon  him  im- 
mediately three  others  of  a  much  greater 
Value;  all  the  Company  march'd  in  the  fame 
order,  as  they  were  come,  and  conduced  Cor- 
tez,  to  a  moll  magnificent  Palace,  prepar'd 
for  his  Reception.  The  King  fent  their  con- 
fiderable  Prefents  of  Gold  and  Silver,  and 
many  other  curious  Pieces  made  of  Feathers 
of  divers  Colours,  with  5000  Suits  of  Cloaths, 
moft  artificially  wrought ;  and  feating  himfelf 
in  a  moll  magnificent  Seat  next  toCerteafie  fpoke 
in  thefe  following  Words : 

Our  ancient  Hijlories  tell  us>  that  we  are  not  the^iontezu. 
in-born  People  of  the  Country ,  we  now  live  in  \vna?sOrar 
but  that  we  are  Foreigners,  brought  hither  from  t ion  and 
far  dip  ant  Places,  under  the  Conduit  of  a  certain  Suhwjpon* 
Leader  or  Captain,  whofe  Subjects  we  were  ;  and 
who  having  left  hs  in  this  Country^  returned  to  his 
own;  Sometime  after  he  came  once  more  to  this 
Country,  to  fee  his  old  Subjects,  whom  he  found 
marrfd  with  the  IV omen  Natives  of  the  Country , 
and  much  encrcas'd  in  Number :  He  did  all  that 
in  him  lay,  to  engage  them  to  ga  back  along 
with  him^  to  their  Native  Count ey  but  they  ah- 
folutely  refused  fo  to  do,  nor  would  they  any  longer 
acknowledge  him  for  their  Lord  ;  fo  he  was  forced 
to  (to  from  whence  he  came  However  '  it  is  an 
old  and  generally  received  Opinion  among  m,  that 
his  Pofierity  are  to  .come  into  thefe  Parts  and 
Conquer  us,  and  all  our  Provinces,  twenty  being 
in  effect,  by  defcent,  their  lawful  Subjects.  When 
I  rightly  weigh  all  the  Circumjlances  of  this  Mat. 
ter,  every  thing  you  have  related  to  m,  and  the 
Wonder*  you  tell  m  of  your  great  Prime  and  iord9 
and  compare  all  thefe  things  with  the  Defcrtytiort 
A  a  4  you. 
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you  have  given  us  of  that  Country  from  whence 
you  ccme,  we  have  all  the  Reafon  in  the  World 
to  be  perfuaded)   that  the  fame  great  King,  your 
Majur,  who  has  fent  you  hither,  is  alfo  our  law- 
ful Sowtmgn  Lord.    'Tit  on  this  account  you  may 
rest  fatisfyd,  that  we  are  fully  refold d  to  obey 
you,  without  any  Fraud  or  Referve,  ftjfurim  you 
that  in  your  Perfon,  we  will  pay  our  Refpeci  to 
hm  that  has  fent  you  hither.    Difpofe  therefore 
oj  theje  Provinces,  and  command  here  at  your 
cwn  Pleafure  ;  you  will  meet  with  none  but  O- 
bedient  and  Faithful  Subjetts  here,  and  fuch  as 
are  fully  difpos'd,  te  do  you  all  the  Services  they 
are  able ;  you  have  therefore  nothing  clfe  to  do 
at  this  time,  than  to  confult  your  own  Eafe  and 
Kepofe  after  the  many  Fatigues  you  have  under- 
gone,  both  in  your  long  and  difficult  Voyaoes  at 
bea  and  in  the  feveral  Engagements  you  have 
had^  at  Land,  before  you  could  come   to  m.  1 
dont  in  the  leaf  queftion,  but  that  feme  amonv 
tae  neighbouring  Nations,  out  of  no  other  Motives 
than  Spite  and  Envy,  have  cndeavour'd  to  create 
tn  you  a  Jealoufy,   and  to  prepofefs  you  againfi 
mc J  will  not  pretend  to  clear  my  felf  on  that 
Head,  fmce  your  own  Experience  'will  fikciently 
convince  you  of  the  Falfity  of  thefe  Inflations 
and  Calumnies.     They  have  told  you,  That  the 
-very  Walls  of  my  Palace  areofmaffy  Geld-  That  1 
pretend  to  be  wo>Jhippd  like  a  God  ;  That  J  alone 
am  Mafier  of  more  Riches,  in  Silks,  and  other 
frectom  Commodities,  than  all  the  ether  Princes 
tn  the  World  together  :    Let  this  be  as  it  wUL  I 
can  only  tell  you,  that  all  I  have  is  at  your  Dif 
fcjal ;  you  are  fole  Mafters  here,  make  ufe  of  all 
the  Products  of  my  Dominions,  no  ctberwife  than 
you  would  do  of  what  i* your  own. 


This 
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This  Harangue  being  extreamly  pleailng  to 
the  Spaniards,  they  were  fure  not  to  neglect 
any  thing,  they  thought  might  confirm  Mon- 
tezuma in  his  Opinion,  that  they  were  actually 
defcended  from  that  lawful  Prince  of  thefe 
Provinces  he  had  fpoken  of,  and  that  the  King 
of  Spain  was  the  Heir  and  Succeflbr  of  him  their 
Ancient  Hiftories  of  the  Indies  made  mention 
of.    Six   Days  after  the    firft  entrance  of 
Cortez    into  that  moft  celebrated  City  of 
TemijUtan,  things  continued  in  the  fame  ftate, 
without  any  remarkable  alteration  \  when 
Cortex  reflecting  ferioufly  upon  the  whole  mat- 
ter, it  was  thought  moft  advifeable,  to  fecure 
Montezuma*  Perfon,  for  fear  he  fhould  change 
his  Mind  5  whereas,  as  long  as  they  had  him 
in  their  power,  they  were  fecure  agaiaft  any 
Revolt  or  A  (fault  from  his  Subjects:  It  being 
therefore  fully  rcfolv'd  to  feize  and  detain  him 
a  Prifouer  in  the  fame  Houfe  that  was  Sflign'd 
him  for  his  Lodgings,  (  provided  it  could  be 
done  without  much  noife  and  difturbance) 
Cortex  polled  certain  Guards  in  all  the  chief 
Streets,  rnd  then  went  in  Perfon  (  as  he  com- 
monly us7d  to  do)  to  fee  Montezuma  in  his 
Palace ;  who  welcomed  him  with  fome  Pre- 
fents,  and  his  Daughter  and  thofe  of  moft  of 
the  great  Lords  at  Court ,  did  the  fame  to 
thofe  Spaniards  that  came  along  with  him.  After  Cortez 
fome  Difcourfe  upon  indifferent  matters,  Cortez.  feizes  the 
upbraided  Montezuma  with  the  ill  treatment  Pes  fan  of 
fome  Spaniards  had  received  from  the  Indians,  Montezu- 
by  his  orders  federal   of   them  had  been ma* 
murdered  :  He  told  them,  that  he  thought 
himfelf  obliged  to  take  him  along  with  him 
to  his  own  Quarters,  till  fuch  time,  that  the 
Whole  Truth  of  fo  barbarous  an  Adion  was 
brought  to  light,  and  that  he  had  received 

full 
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full  fatisfaftion  given  him ,  for  the  Death  of 
his  Friends.  Cortez. ,  to  encourage  him  under 
this  unexpected  Affliction,  told  him,  he  mould 
not  be  treated  like  a  Prifoner,  but  like  one 
who  was  at  full  Liberty  ;  That  the  Spaniards 
fhould  obey  him  in  every  thing,  and  be  ready 
at  his  Service,  as  much  as  if  they  were  his 
natural  Subjeds.  After  fome  Protections, 
and  a  flender  Refinance,  Montezuma  confented 
to  go  along  with  Cmez  to  his  Quarters  \  fo 
being  put  into  a  Chair,  he  was  attended  thi- 
ther by  a  great  number  of  the  Chief  Men  of 
his  Court,  all  in  Tears,  but  fpoke  not  one 
word  ,  or  offered  to  make  the  leaft  diftur- 
bance :  Go  far  from  that,  that  when  Mont  em 
zuma  found  fome  Murmurings  among  the  Peo- 
ple who  flock'd  about  him,  he  was  the  firft 
that  appeafed  them  by  his  Authority  and 
Perfuafions  thus  every  thing  remain'd  quiet 
whilft  Montezuma  was  detain'd  in  Cartels 
Houfe. 

A  few  days  after,  a  certain  Indian  Lord, 
named  ghalpapoca,  his  Son,  with  feveral  others 
of  their  Accomplices,  being  accufed  of  the 
Murther  of  the  Spaniards,  were  Apprehended, 
Fettered  ,  and  put  in  a  clofe  Prifon :  They 
own'd  the  Fadt ,  and  at  the  fame  time  con- 
fefs'd  ,  that  what  they  had  done  was  by  the 
Advice  and  Command  of  Montezuma.  The 
Criminals  were  burn'd  alive  in  the  great 
Market  Place ,  without  the  leaft  Tumult  or 
Commotion  \  and  Montezuma,  upon  their  Ac- 
tufation,  was  loaded  with  Irons  \  which  caufed 
fuch  an  excefs  of  Grief  in  him ,  that  the 
Spaniards  fearing  his  death,  they  were  taken  off 
again  the  fame  day,  and  treated  him  with  all 
manner  of  Civility;  to  retaliate  which,  he 
Commanded  feveral  of  his  Indians  to  (hew 

them 
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them  his  beft  Gold  Mines,  to  the  great  fatif- 
factionof  the  Spaniards. 

Montezuma ,  to  give  them  all  the  proofs 
that  poffibly  he  could  of  his  good  Inclina- 
tions and  Intentions ,  calFd  together  an  Af- 
fembly  of  all  the  Great  Lords  of  his  Province, 
unto  whom  headdrefs'd  himfelf  in  the  follow- 
ing Harangue,  in  the  prefence  of  be  Corte^ 
who  thought  it  his  Intereft  to  be  prefent  at 
this  Affembly: 

Dear  Brethren  and  Friends,  you  are  fenftbU Montezu- 
long  ago,  that  you  are  my  Subjetls,  as  your  Fa-  ma';  Re~ 
thers  were  to  my  FredeeeJforsy  who  always  treatedfip^twn 
you  with  a  great  deal  of  mildnefs;  you  have  hither.  °f  hu 
to  pafd  me  all  the  Obedience  faithful  S^jebls™^^ 
ought  to  pay  to  their  lawful  Soveraign\  you  are 
alfo  not  ignorant ,   that  our  Nation  owes  not  its 
firfi  Origin  to  this  Country  we  live  in^  but  that 
our  Am  eft  or  s  were  tranfplanted  hither  from  fo- 
reign Parts  \  you   may  therefore  be  certain  that 
thefe  Europeans,  lately  come  into  theft  Provinces^ 
are  fent   hither1  by  a  King  defcended  from  our 
fir  ft  Founder  :   But  becaufe    our  Am  eft  or  s  would 
not  pay  him  due  Obedience,  "'tis  no  more  than 
common  Juftice  we  jhould  do  it  now  \  fo  I  ex- 
hort you ,  to  acknowledge  this  Great  Prince  for 
your  Lord  tnd  Mafter,  in  the  fame  manner  as  yon 
have  ownd  me^  in  the  fame  ^uality^  and  to  pay 
him  the  fame  Obedience  you  have  payd  to  me } 
and  this  is  the  great  eft  foisfattion  you  are  able  to 
give  me. 

Thefe  Words  of  Montezuma  were  attended 
with  Tears  intermix'd  with  very  deep  Sighs  \ 
and  the  Lords  of  his  Court  following  his  Ex- 
ample, wept  to  that  excefs,  that  they  were 
not  able  to  return  an  anfwer  for  force  time. 
Nay,  many  of  the  Spaniards^  who  were  Eye- 

witneffes 
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witneifes  of  this  Tragical  Scene,  could  not  but 
fnew  fome  Companion  for  this  unfortunate 
Prince.  At  laffc  the  Indian  Lords  being  fome- 
what  recovered,  told  Montezuma,  That  they 
Jhould  continue  at  all  times  to  be  his  faithful 
Subjetls ,  and  acknowledge  no  other  Sovereign  \ 
But  that  in  regard  of  the  Command  he  had  laid 
upon  them,  they  would  fubmit  to  the  King  of 
Spain,  that  they  would  pay  him  Tribute^  and.  do 
him  all  the  Service  that  lay  in  their  Power. 
This  Declaration  being  Regiftred  by  a  No- 
tary Publick,  feverai  Copies  thereof  were  de- 
livered to  the  Spaniards. 

After  this  authentick  Refignation,  Monte-* 
z.uma  was  told ,  that  the  King  of  Spain  had 
occafion  for  a  certain  quantity  of  Gold,  to 
carry  one  fome  great  Enterprize  he  had  in 
view,  and  that  therefore  he  mould  ask  from 
his  Subjeds  what  Gold  and  Silver  they  could 
fpare,  thereby  to  convince  the  King  of  the 
A  Prodigi-  fincerity  of   their  Promifes.    They  a&ually 
ou&quan-  raifed  in  a  fhort,  time  Two  and  Thirty  Alii- 
°f .   lions  and   Four  Hundred  Pounds  of  Gold  , 
%  i™*'  without  mentioning  a  vaft  quantity  of  other 
Mcvnteza-  ric^  Commodities  of  an  incredible  value, 
ma'j  Do-  and  many  curious  Pieces  made  of  Feathers  of 
minions,    various  Colours.    Cortez.  had  a  Crucifix  Call: 
of  Ma  fly  Goid,  and  a  vaft  number  of  Golden 
Medals  of  different  fizes.    He  order'd  alfo 
fome  Silver  Money  to  be  Coin'd ,  and  pro- 
vided himfllf  with  good  ftore  of  Plate  \  and 
Montezuma  fent  to  the  King  of  Spain  vaft 
quantities  of  Silks  of  the  moft  excellent  work- 
v  anfliip  that  caa  be  .feen,  there  being  no- 
thing like  it  to  be  met  with  in  Europe;  the 
whole  being  a  moft  furprizing  intertexture  of 
Feathers  aad  Silk,   reprefenting  every  thing 
in  its  natural  Colours. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.  II. 

A  Definition  of  that  Province  wherein  the 
City  of  Temiftitan  is  feated,  of  the  dif- 
ferent Commodities  brought  and  fold  there ; 
and  with  what  exactnefs  the  Indians  carry 
on  their  Traffick. 

THe  Province  of  Mexico,  whereof  the  City 
of  iemiftitan  is  the  Capital  City  ,  and 
whereof  Montezuma  was  King  at  that  time, 
is  furrounded  with  Mountains ,  in  the  midft 
whereof  is  a  Plain  of  about  60  Leagues  in 
Circumference  •,  This  Plain  contains  among  other 
things  two  Lakes,  one  whereof  has  Frefh,  the 
other  Salt  Water.   Thefe  Lakes  contain  feveral 
Ifles  and  Towns,  which  have  a  Communication 
with  one  another  by  their  Canoes  and  other 
fuch  Boats  ufed  by  the  Indians.   Thefe  Lakes 
have  likewife  their  Flood  and  Ebb  Tides  (  like 
the  Sea  )  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  when  it  is 
high  Water  in  the  Salt  Water  Lake,  itdifcharges 
it  felf  with  the  fame  impetuity  into  the  Frelh 
Water  Lake,  as  if  it  where  a  large  and  very 
rapid  River    on  the  other  Hand,  the  Frefh  Wa- 
ter Lake  dhTembogues  at  certain  fet  times  into 
the  Salt  Water  Lake.    The  City  of  Temiftitan  An  exafi 
is  Built  in  the  Salt  Water  Lake  about  two  defctip- 
Leagues  from  the  Land  5  It  has  four  Capital  ^nofths 
Streets  built  on  Arches  ;  it  is  as  big  in  its  Cir-  j2mfti. 
cu reference  as  Sevile  or  Corduba  in  Spain  :  One  taI1)  and 
half  of  the  Streets  is  of  Earth,  the  other  hn\itbePi0- 
is  made  up  by  a  Canal ;  fo  that  you  may  go  vince  of 
either  by  Water  or  Land ,  as  you  like  belt. Mexico. 
The  Streets  are  joyned,  and  have  a  Commu-  ■ 
nication  with  certain  Wooden  Bridges,  curi- 

oully 
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oufly  built  and  of  very  fine  Wood  ,  and  of 
fuch  a  breadth,  that  no  lefs  than  ten  Horfe 
men  may  pafs  over  them  in  Front.  Th 
Grand  Place,  or  the  Market  Place  of  Temifti 
tan,  is  much  larger  ,  and  much  handfomer 
than  that  of  Salamanca  in  Spain,  and  furround- 
ed  on  all  fides  with  Portico's :  Here  you  mail 
fee  fometimes  above  60000  Perfons  together 
who  come  thither  to  buy  and  fell ,  becaufe 
here  they  may  be  furniftYd  with  every  thing 
the  whole  Province  affords  v  Meat,  deaths, 
Gold  and  Silver  Veffels,  Lead,  Feathers  of 
Birds  Pearls,  Diamonds,  all  forts  of  Fowls, 
Patridges,  Turtles,  Pidgeons,  Cranes,  Parro- 
quets,  Sparrow-hawks,  Falcons,  Eagles,  and 
all  forts  of  Birds  of  Prey ;  Here  you  may  buy 
Rabbets,  Hares,  and  Venefon,  and  a  little  fort 
of  Dogs  which  afford  good  Food ;  Here  yen 
meet  with  Herbs  of  all  forts,  both  for  Phyfick 
and  the  Pot }  Hony  you  have  hereof  different 
kinds ;  that  which  is  produced  by  the  Bees,  ano- 
ther fort  taken  out  of  the  Canes  of  the  Mthizi, 
which  is  as  iweet  as  that  drawn  out  of  the 
Sugar  Canes;  They  have  alfo  certain  Trees, 
which  furnifh  them  with  that  fort  of  Hony 
whereof  they  make  their  Wine  or  Afetheglin. 
In  Granada  it  felf  you  fhall  not  meet  with  finer 
and  better  Silks  than  in  the  Province  of  Mexico  ; 
their  Colours  are  mctik  exquifite.    Here  they 
fell  alfo  Buckskins  well  dreiVd,  both  with  and 
without  the  Hairs  ;  Each  fort  of  Trade  has 
its  peculiar  Station,  and  they  are  very  exaft  in 
their  Weight  and  Meafure.  'Tis  very  rare  to 
find  any  one  defective  in  that  point  •„  and  their 
is  a  certain  Office,  where  10  or  12  of  the 
belt  Traders  have  their  conftant  Reftdence, 
thefe  not  only  fettle  the  price  of  every  thing 
that  People  may  not  be  Impos'd  upon,  and  de- 
termine 
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termine  what  differences  may  arife  betwixt 
buyers  and  fellers,  but  alfo  Punifii  thofe  who 
are  catch'd  in  a  Fraud. 

The  City  of  T emiftitan  is  adorn'd  with  many  ThelvAi- 
fair  Structures,  which  are  for  the  moft  part  a  an  Mosks 
fort  of  Mosks  or  rather  Pagan  Convents,  In-  at.J.&' 
habited  by  thofe  that  attend  the  Worlhip  of  miltltan" 
the  Idols.  Thefe  Religiofo's  are  clad  in  Black, 
and  never  cut  their  Hairs :  The  Children  of  the 
Great  Lords  wear  the  fame  habit  till  they  are 
fix  or  feven  years  of  Age,  or  perhaps  till  they 
are  Married  Thofe  that  live  in  thefe  Mosks 
are  not  permitted  to  vifit  any  Women,  or  they 
to  go  to  them  \  they  abflain  from  Flelh,  and 
at  fome  Seafons  of  the  year  from  other  things 
befides.  Their  principal  Mosk  is  furrounded 
by  a  very  high  Wall,  its  Circumference  being 
as  large  as  a  fmall  Town  of  5  or  600  Hou- 
fes,  the  Apartments  within  are  very  fair 
and  fpacious,  Flanck'd  by  no  lefs  than  forty 
Allies  or  Walks  moft  curiouQy  embeUifrYd  , 
You  enter  into  the  principal  Mosk  by  fifty  ' 
fteps,  the  leaft  of  them  is  as  high  as  the 
Steple  of  the  Cathedral  of  Sevlle :  There  is 
not  a  Chappel  wherein  there  is  an  Idol,  but 
where  every  ftone  of  it  is  etnbelliuYd  with 
fome  curious  Engraven  Figures,  and  the  out- 
fides  are  adorn'd  with  Painted  Images :  The 
Walks  or  Allies  are  intended  for  the  Burials 
of  Perfons  of  Note.  Day-light  never  enters 
into  thefe  Chappels  •,  none  but  the  Religio. 
fo's  being  permitted  to  come  there,  and  not 
all  of  them  neither  at  all  times. 

The  Spaniards  pulfd  down  the  chief  Statues 
of  the  Suppofititious  Deities,  they  Wafn'd  and 
Beautified  the  Chappels,  ftain'd  all  over  with 
the  Blood  of  Human  Sacrifices,  and  in  lieu 
thereof,  put  up  the  Statues  of  the  Holy 

Virgin, 
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Virgin,  and  of  feveral  other  Saints,  to  the 
great  difTatisfa&ion  of  Montezuma  and  all 
his  Subje&s.  They  reprefented  to  Cortez., 
that  if  this  proceeding  ihou'd  take  Vent  in 
the  Country,  they  wou'd  infallibly  rife  up 
in  Arms  \  it  being  their  Opinion,  that  all 
the  Goods  and  Riches  they  are  Matters  of, 
is  owing  to  the  Liberality  of  their  Idols. 
The  Spaniards  did  all  they  cou'd  to  unde- 
ceive them,  and  to  conviuce  them  that  there 
was  no  more  than  one  real  God,  the  fole 
Lord  and  Matter  of  the  Univerfe,  andftrift- 
ly  forbad  not  to  Sacrifice  any  Children  to 
Their  I.  th°re  *doIs>  ths  Statues  whereof  far  exceed- 
Ms.  '  cd  &  bignefs  the  Natural  Stature  of  Men ; 
they  feed  them  with  all  forts  of  Roots,  and 
Pulfe  mix'd  with  the  Blood  of  Human  Sacri- 
fices ♦  they  pull  out  their  Hearts  whilft  yet 
alive,  the  Heart  being  the  chief  part  they 
offer  to  their  Idols,  being  before  dipp'd 
in  the  Blood  of  the  Vidim :  They  have  their 
particular  Deities,  according  to  their  feveral 
neceflities,  in  imitation  of  the  Ancient  Hea- 
thens. 

The  Houfes  of  Temiflitan  are  very  large 
-  and  handfom,  the  great  Lords  of  the  King- 
doms have  their  Palaces  and  Refidence  at 
certain  Seafons  of  the  year  ^  the  Inhabitants 
in  general  are  very  Rich,  and  dwell  in  very 
convenient  Habitations  with  curious  Flower-- 
Gardens  behind  them  :  The  Water  is  con- 
vey'd  into  the  City  by  two  Jquadncts ,  and 
they  haveaConveniency  by  which  all  the  filth  and 
foul  Water  is  carry 'd  back  out  of  the  City, 
there  being  abundance  of  Water  convey'd  by 
means  of  Pipes  from  the  other  Aquadudts 
into  this,  to  keep  it  tollerably  clean,  and 
wafh  away  the  Excrements.    In  every  part 
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of  the  City,  you  meet  at  all  times  of  the 
Day  with  abundance  of  Handy-crafts  Men, 
who  offer  their  Service  to  be  hired ;  for  the 
Indians  are  an  induftrious  People,  notwith- 
Handing  moft:  of  the  Europeans  look  upon 
them  as  a  defpifable  and  barbarous  Genera- 
tion :  They  have  a  well  regulated  Govern- 
ment, and  take  Care  to  have  it  well  mana- 
ged and  maintain'd  *,  and  it  may  be  truly 
faid  of  them,  that  when  the  Spaniards  entred 
America,  they  wanted  nothing  but  the  Know- 
ledge of  the  true  God. 

The  magnificence  and  vaft  Riches  of  Mon- 
tezuma are  almoft  pair,  our  imagination,  un- 
Jefs  one  had  bin  an  Eye-witnefs  of  them  \  Tie  H0y.1l 
You  fee  in  his  Palace  an  infinite  Number  of^"- 
Statues  of  Gold  and  Silver,  of  fine  Work- 
manfhip ;  abundance  of  curious  Pieces  in- 
laid, and  embelliuYd  with  Gold,  Pearls,  and 
Precious  Stones,  fo  nicely  and  artificially  con. 
triv'd,  that  no  body  ever  was  able  to  find 
out  what  Inftruments  the  Work-men  could 
make  ufe  of,  to  accomplifh  them  and  it  is 
paft  all  Difpute,  that  the  moft  refin'd  and 
belt  Artifts  of  Europe  would  be  puzzled,  to 
find  out  a  Method  of  managing  Silk,  and  the 
Feathers  of  Birds,  to  fuch  an  Advantage,  and 
fuch  a  Degree  of  Beauty  as  the  Indians  do, 
for  all  manner  of  Work  and  Furniture.  The 
King's  ordinary  Refidence  is  at  T emiftttan,  from 
whence  he  iiTues  his  Orders  for  above  Two  hun- 
dred Leagues  round  \  whence  it  is  evident,  that 
his  Kingdom  is  at  leaft  as  big  as  Spain.  The 
Chief  Men  of  the  Country  put  their  Sons  into 
the  King's  Service,  whillfc  they,  in  their  Re- 
fpective  Provinces,  take  care  to  fee  his  Taxes 
and  Cuftoms  pay  d  in  due  Time  and  Fiaces: 
Bb  Theft 
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Thcfe  ftribut.es  or  Taxes  being  pay'd  in  dif- 
ferent Finds,  'tis  next  to  an  Impoflibility,  as 
much  as  to  imagine,  much  lefs  to  compute 
the  Value  of  thofe  precious  Moveables  that 
fall  yearly  to  the  King's  Share.    He  is  ferv'd 
with  the  fame  Refped  at  a  diftance,  as  if 
he  were  prefent ;  and  no  Prince  in  the  World 
is  ferv'd  with  more  Devotion  and  Submifli- 
on  than  himfeif.    The  fineft  Palaces  in  Eu. 
rope,  have  nothing  that  is  comparable  to  the 
Spacioufnefs,  rich  Furnitures  and  Magnificence 
of  his.    The  Gardens  are  adorn 'd  with  Sta- 
tues of  Marble  and  Jafper  of  exquifite  Work- 
rpanmip;  the  Palace  has  Lodgings  fufficient 
for  two  great   Princes,  with    their  whole 
Court.    His  Parks  are  ftor'd  with  all  forts  of 
Animals,  both  to  fatisfie  the  Eye  and  the 
Belly.    All  forts  of  Fifth  whatever,  both  of 
Sea   and  River  Fifhes,  are  kept  in  Ponds, 
which  have  on  both  Sides,  at  a  certain  di- 
ftance, fome  Pavillions,  where  you  may  reft 
and  divert  your  felf  with  feeing  them  bulled 
in  Fiihing.     Montezuma's    Palace  is  divided 
into  feveral  Quarters :    One  for  the  Whites, 
Men,  Women  and  Children ;  their  Hairs,  Eye- 
brows, and  in  fiiort,  their  whole  Complexion 
is  very  fair  :    Another  Quarter    is  pav'd 
with  the  fineft  Marble  Checker-wife,  each 
Stone  fix  Foot  fquare  ;  they  are  Painted  wit/i 
Birds  of  all  forts,  in  their  natural  Colours, 
which  affords  a  moft  agreeable  Variety.  In 
one  Corner  of  the  great  Park,  are  abundance 
of  Cages,  for  Lions,  Tigers,  Wolves,  Foxes, 
and   Wild-Cats,  befides  fome  other  favage 
four  footed  Beafts,  in  vaft  Numbers*  all 
which  are  fed  with  Turkeys  •  no  kfs  than 
three  hundred  Men,  make  it  their  daily  Em- 
ploy. 
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ployment,  to  keep  and  feed  thefe  Creatures, 
A  certain  part  of  the  Palace,  is  fet  ajde  for 
the  Entertainment  of  monftrous  Men  and 
Women,  Changelings,  Milhaped,  &c.  every 
kind  of  thefe  have  their  peculiar  Quarters,  and 
their  particular  Servants  to  attend  them. 

Every  Morning,  about  500  or  600  Per- 
fons  of  the  belt  Quality,  make  their  Appear- 
ance at  the  King's  Palace,  to  make  their 
Court ;  fome  fitting,  others  walking  about  in 
the  Apartments  \  but  their  Attendants  are 
not  admitted  within  the  Palace,  but  ftay  in 
the  outward  Courts :  So  foon  as  the  King  is 
fat  down  at  Table,  the  Lords  do  the  fame, 
and  are  ferv'd  with  the  fame  Dimes  the 
King  has  at  his  \  they  frequently  fend  fome 
to  their  Friends,  that  are  not  at  the  Table  : 
But  as  for  Wines  and  other  Liquors,  they 
are  there  in  fuch  vaft  Plenty,  that  every  one 
may  drink  what  he  pleafes,  both  at  Dinner 
and  Supper.time.  Three  hundred  young  Men. 
are  appointed  to  carry  the  Diflies  to  the 
Tables,  and  in  cold  Weather,  each  Difh  is 
carry'd  upon  a  Chaving-dilh  :  The  King  is 
feared  upon  a  Cufhion,  or  kind  of  Bolfter  of 
very  fine  Leather  fix  old  Men  dine  with  him, 
whom  he  ferves  himfelf?  with  Meats,  and 
changes  his  Napkins  almoft  every  Minute, 
and  his  Cloaths  Four  times  a  Day.  No  bo- 
dy is  allowM  to  go  into  his  Bed- chamber, 
unlefs  he  be  bare-footed,  and  commanded  to 
come  in,  and  then  he  mult  enter  with  his 
Head  and  Eyes  fix'd  on  the  Ground,  and  his 
Body  bent  forward  ^  no  body  muft  look  in  the 
King's  Face  whilft  he  is  talking  to  him  ;  be- 
caufe  to  ftare  in  a  Man  of  Quality's  Face, 
whilft  you  are  fpeaking  to  him,  is  look'd. 

B  b  2  upas 
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upon  among  the  Indians,  as  a  Token  of  want 
of  Helped.  Whenever  the  King  goes  abroad 
(which  happens  but  feldom  )  all  thofe  that 
attend  him,  and  all  fuch  as  meet  him  in  the 
Street,  or  upon  the  Road,  turn  their  Heads 
another  way,  for  fear  they  mould  fee  his  Face. 
To  be  fhort,  'tis  aim  oft  impoflible  to  pretend 
to  an  exadt  Defcription  of  all  the  Ceremonies 
obfervd  by  thefe  Indians,  to  (hew  their  De- 
votion and  Refpeft  to  their  King  and  Ma- 
tter. 


CHAP.  III. 

Navarez,  a  Spanifh  Commander,  does  his 
utmost  endeavours  to  ruin  Cortez,  And 

Jeduce  Montezuma.  Cortez  is  too 
quick  for  his  Rival,  and  takes  him  Prt- 

Joner. 

WHilft  Ferdmand  de  Ccrtez,  continued  at 
Temifinan,  News  was  brought  him, 
that  the  Inhabitants  of  Vera  Cruz,  had  revolt- 
ed at  the  Inflation  of  Captain  Navarez,,  a 
very  cuomng  Man,  and  who  being  jealous  of 
Ferdinand  de  CortezJs  Glory,  had  laid  a  Defen 
to  furprize  and  feize  him,  with  all  that  be- 
long d  to  him,  for  which  purpofe  he  had 
eqinppd  eighteen  VelTels  at  his  own  Charee  • 
Ine  better  to  fucceed  in  this  Pro jedt,  he  had 
found  Means  to  raife  an  Infurredion  in  fome 
ot  the  Provinces  belonging  to  Montewma, 
with  the  Affiftance  of  one  of  the  greateft 
Lords  or  his  Court.    This  made  Cortez.  re* 

folve 
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folve  to  hazard  all,  to  break  his  Rivals  Mea- 
fures:  Purfuant  to  this  Refolution  he  ordered 
Gonfalvo  de  Sandoval,  a  very  prudent  Com- 
mander, and  his  intimate  Friend,to  put  himfelf  at 
the  Head  of  fixty  Spaniards,  intending  to  follow 
him  at  a  fmall  diftance  with  two  hundred  more 
They  came  both  at  the  fame  time  in  light 
of  the  Town,  where  Navarez.  had  his  Head-  An  En* 
quarters,  who  drew  out  with  fixty  Horte  andgage™en* 
500  Foot,  leaving  the  reft  for  the  Defence  g£^f 
of  a  large  and  ftrong  Mofque,  within  the  Town.  ^Nava- 
About  midnight  Cortez.  gave  the  Signal  torez. 
attack  the  Mofque,  notwithftanding  he  had 
receiv'd  advice  that  Navarez.  was  march'd 
back  into  the  Town  with  all  his  Forces,  and 
had  planted  nineteen  Field  Pieces  on  one  of 
the  Towers  of  the  Mofque  :  They  defended 
themfelves  for  fome  time  with  the  utmoft: 
Bravery  ;  notwithftanding  which,  the  Tower 
was  taken,  and  Navarez.  taken  Prifoner,  with 
all  his  Officers  of  note;  They  own'd,  that 
they  had  fram'd  a  Defign  to  feize  Cortez, 
and  to  fet  up  a  new  Government  in  the 
Indies,  independent  from  Spain.  After  this 
happy  Succefs,  Cortez  march'd  back  to  Temi- 
ftitan  but  at  his  Entrance  faw  himfelf  attack'd 
by  an  innumerable  Multitude  of  Indians,  who 
advancing  with  a  moft  dreadful  Cry,  threw 
Stones  as  thick  as. Hail  among  them,  andcaft 
their  Darts  in  fuch  vaft  Numbers,  that  the 
Roads  and  Streets  were  quite  cover'd  with 
them.  They  fet  Fire  likewife  to  the  Spanifi 
Fort,  part  whereof  was  burnt  to  the  Ground, 
and  the  Garrifon  had  bin  all  cut  to  Pieces, 
had  the  Indians  not  bin  kept  back  by  the 
Terror  and  Execution  of  their  Fire-arms, 
which  made  them  always  retreat  in  great 

Con- 
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Cortez    Confufioa  ;  for  the  Indians  advancing  witfc- 
1,10 j?  f*iri~  out  any  order  or  rule,  each  Piece  of  Artil- 
ucVdby  lery  that  was  dircnarg'd  amongffc  them,  did 
* Mexi- MOft  terrible  Execution.    At  laft  Momeutma^ 
cans.      willing  to  fee  this  Tumult  appeas'd,  defir'd 
the  Spaniards  to  place  him  on  one  of  the 
Platforms  of  the  Fortrefs,  to  (hew  himfelf  to 
the  People,  and  to  fpeak  to  their  Leaders,  in- 
hopes  to  perfuade  them  to  lay  down  their 
Arms  :    But  one  of  the  Indians,  whether  by- 
chance  or  otherwife  is  uncertain,  hit  and 
wounded  him  with  a  Stone  fo  dangeroufly  that 
he  dy'd  of  it  the  fame  Day.    Cartet  ordred 
his  Body  to  be  carry'd  out  of  the  City,  to 
be  exposed  to  the  View  of  the  People;  but 
the  Sight  thereof  was  fo  far  from  allaying 
their  Fury,  that  they  fought  with  more  oh. 
hforc'dto  ftinacy  than  ever,  till  they  forccl  Corte^  with 
jK/rTemi-  his  Forces,  to  abandon  the  City  of  Temiftita-,^ 
ibtan.     an(j  tQ  retreat  fighting,  in  very  good  order 
to  Catacuba,  leaving  all  the  Gold,  Silver, 
and  other  Riches,  they  had  gather'd,  behind 
them. 

'Tis  incredible  what  Fatigues  the  Spaniards 
endur'd  in  this  A&ion  ;  they  were  tired  to  fuch 
a  Degree,  that  they  could  ftir  neither  Hand 
nor  Foot:  Befides_  that,  they  had  loft  150 
Men.  and  46  Horf,s  in  this  Combat,  with- 
out reckoning  2000  Male  a  ad  Female  Indians , 
who  loft  their  Lives  upon 'this  Occallon,  and 
among  them  the  Sons  and  the  Daughters  of 
Montezuma,  with  feveral  other  Perfons of  note* 
that  were  their  Prifoners. 

One  Cuetravacin,  AIor.tez.um d 's  Brother,  feiVd 
•  on  the  Throne,  two  of  his  Nephews,  Mon- 
tez.uma's  Sons,  being  excluded  from  it,  becaufe 
one  was  a  Fool,  and  the  other  Lame  ;  where- 
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as  the  new  King  was  a  Perfon  very  well 
known,  both  for  his  Conduct  and  Bravery. 
He  took  care  to  have  the  moll  important 
Ports  well  fortify'd,  the  better  to  defend  them- 
felves  againft  the  Spaniards  \  and  publiftYd  a 
Proclamation,  by  vertue  whereof  he  freed  his 
Subjects  from  all  Taxes,  provided  they  would 
take  up  Arms  to  fight  and  chace  their  Ene- 
mies out  of  their  Country,  and  put  to  the 
Sword  all  fuch  as  were  in  Alliance  with 
them. 

After  a  thoufand  Hazards,  and  feveral  En- 
gagements, Cortez.  and  his  Soldiers  had  with  the 
Indians,  for  the  Conqueft:  of  the  New  World, 
unto  which  they  thought  fit  to  give  the  Name  of 
New  Spain  by  reafon  of  its  Refemblance  to  the 
Kingdom  of  Spain,  in  Em-ope,  in  refpect  of  its  Fer- 
tility and  Goodnefs  \  they  refolv'd  to  lay  Siege  to 
Temiflitan,  which  they  had  bin  forc'd  to  a- 
bandon  before.  In  one  Engagement  alone 
900  Spaniards  kuTd  or  took  Prifoners  above 
950000  Indians  ;  the  Women  and  Children 
fet  up  fuch  doleful  Cries,  as  would  have 
mov'd  the  moft  barbarous  and  favage,  and  molt 
inveterate  Enemy  to  Companion;  and  in  ef- 
fect the  SpaniJI)  Officers  did  all  they  could 
to  keep  their  Soldiers  from  continuing  the 
Slaughter,  as  well  as  the  Indians  that  were 
in  their  Army,  who  put  all  their  Country-  fnZ?difo 
men  to  the  Sword,  and  exercis'd  all  manner  slaughter. 
of  Cruelties  upon  them  ;  for  there  is  not  a 
more  Cruel  Nation  in  the  World,  than  the 
Inhabitants  of  thefe  Parts,  being  without  the 
leaft  Senfe  of  Humanity :  And  thefe  Indians^ 
that  ilded  with  the  Spaniards,  beuig  no  lefs 
intent  upon  Plunder  than  the  Slaughter  of 
their  Country-men,  thefe  who  well  knew  their 

Tern- 
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Temper,  had  thrown  all  their  belt  Movea- 
bles into  the  Lakes,  and  a  vaft  Number  of 
Men,  Women  and  Children  went  after  their 
Goods;  fo  that  the  Lake  being  fill'd  with 
dead  Carcafles,  they  march'd  over  them  in 
many  Places,  as  if  it  had  bin  on  the  folid 
Ground.  Tis  impoffible  to  find  Words  Cit- 
able to  the  Horror  of  fo  doleful  a  Spectacle, 
and  to  exprefs  the  Mifery  thefe  poor  Wretch- 
es were  redue'd  to :  Here  you  might  have 
feen  an  innumerable  Multitude  of  Women 
and  Children  imploring,  with  the  moft  piti- 
ful Lamentations  and  Cries,  the  Spaniards  for 
Mercy  but  in  vain,  the  greateft  Part  of 
them  were  driven  into  the  Lake,  where  they 
were  drown'd,  or  ftifled  among  the  dead 
Bodies,  and  the  reft  perihYd  by  the  Plague, 
occafion'd  by  the  Stench  of  the  dead  Bodies, 
by  the  want  of  Nourifliment,  and  by  the 
drinking  of  too  much  Salt  Water ;  about 
60000  perihYd  in  this  manner  within  a  few 
Days.  The  Streets,  the  Roads,  nay,  the  adja- 
cent Mountains,  were  full  of  dead  Carcafles ; 
notwithftanding  which,  thofe  that  remain'd  a. 
live,  chofe  rather  to  undergo  the  fame  Fate, 
than  to  fubmit,  fuch  was  their  Hatred  againft 
the  Spaniards.    This  obliged   Cortez.  to  fend 

fom7hJlfor  his  great  Cannon>  and  to  arm  fome 
an  Lords,  Barclucs,  to  reduce  thofe  Indians  that  kept 
on  the  Lake  in  their  Canoes  y  fome  of  the 
Chief  Men,  who  were  taken  Prifoners  on  the 
Lake,  being  brought  before  de  Ccrtezy  told 
him,  They  had  done  nothing  elfe  but  what 
brave  Men  ought  to  do,  to  five  their  City 
and  Country  from  Deftru&ion ;  and,  that 
now  he  might  difpofe  of  their  Perfons  as  he 
thought  fit :  The  Chiefeft  among  them  lay- 
ing 


of  Voyages  W  Travels.  2j6i 
ing  his  Hand  on  the  Hilt  of  de  Cortez.  his 
Dagger,  begg'd  him  to  thruft  it  into  his 
Heart:  But  he  told  him,  he  had  better  bear 
his  Difgrace  with  Patience,  and  that  they 
fliould  be  very  civilly  treated.  This  kit 
Exploit  put  an  end  to  the  Siege,  which  had 
continu'd  without  Intermiffion  for  fixty-five 
Days,  all  which  the  Spaniards  had  fpent  in  the 
attacking  of  this  City,  being  forc'd  to  un- 
dergo almoft  incredible  Fatigues,  both  m 
railing  their  Works,  and  in  continual  Skir- 
milhes ;  for  there  fcarce  paft  a  Day,  but  the 
Indians  would  fally  out  in  great  Numbers  to 
annoy  them  in  their  Works. 

The  Spaniards  thus  became  abfolute  Matters  TJ  e 
of>M  the  capital  City  of  all  thcfe  Sards' 
rich  Provinces,  got  an  inellimabie  Booty  t  make  an 
they  caus'd  all  the  Gold  they  found  here  to  entite'Con- 
be  melted  down,  and  fent  away  a  prodipi-  °? 
ous  Quantity  of  wrought  Silks  of  all  forts.  Miauco' 
This  done,  Cortet  took  effe&ual  care  to  fettle 
the  Peace,  and  re- introduce  a  good  Order  and 
Discipline,  every  thing  being  brought  into  Dif- 
order  and  Confufion,  during  the  War  :  And 
to  frighten  the  Country  into  an  entire  Sub- 
iniflion,  he  fent  the  News  of  his  having  taken  " 
pillag'd  and  defrtoy'd,  the  Famous  City  of 
Temiftitan  (the  richeft  and  ftrongeft  of  the 
whole  Kingdom  )  into  all  the  Provinces,  which 
produc'd  the  defir'd  EfFecl  ;  for  the  Mans 
lubmitted,  without  any  further  Relu&aacy  to  ' 
the  Crown  of  Spain. 

The  Diverfity  of  Language,  anions  the 
Indians  prov'd  no  fmall  Obftacle   to  thole 
who  firft  ventur'd  upon  the   Difcovery  of 
the  New  World:    This  difference  was  iucb 
thu  the  vcrY  next  adjoining  Nations  fcarce 
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underftand  one  another ;  The  reafon  whereof 
muft  be  attributed  to  their  continual  inteftine 
Wars,  which  hindred  them  from  cultivating 
any  Correfpondence  with  one  another.  To 
obviate,  in  fome  meafure,  this  Inconveniency, 
feveral  Authors  have  taken  the  Pains  to  give 
us  an  account  of  the  feveral  Idioms  that  are 
current  in  the  Indies, 

The  Names  Father  Domini ck  de  Vico,  a  Dominic  an,  has 
%oyfaf'?ubllm  3  Didionary,  or  a  Method  how  to 
have  writ- learn  tne  Language  of  Cachiquil  ;  befides  fix 
ten  of  the  more  Idioms,  in  which  he  ha*  written  feveral 

IiKim/-  Treatifes. 

moms.  Father  Lewis  Kenico,  a  Dominican,  has  Written 
feveral  Treatifes  or  Sermons  in  the  Mexican 
Language,  and  in  thofe  of  Mifieca,  Zapteca% 
Mije,  Chochona  and  Tarafca. 

Father  Lewis  de  nilapando,  a  Francifcan,  has 
Written  and  PublihYd  feveral  Treatifes  in  the 
Indian  Idioms. 

Father  Martin  Leon  has  PublifiYd  a  Method, 
bow  to  teach  the  Chriftian  Dodtrine  to  the 
Indians,  in  8vo.  16 14. 

Father  Alonz.o  Rengal,  a  Francifcan,  has  Pub* 
liuYd  the  Art  of  Learning  the^*zVrf»Language, 
and  Sermons  for  the  whole  Year,  in  the  fame. 

Father  Alon^o  de  Efcalona,  a  Francifcan^  has 
PubliftYd  a  Method,  or  Di&ionary,  how  to 
learn  the  Mexican  Language,  in  1565.  As  alfo 
his  greater  and  lefler  Doctrines,  containing 
Inftru&ions  for  Confefibrs,  and  of  the  Prepara-* 
tions  for  the  Communion.  The  Life  of 
St.  Francis.  Prayers  adapted  for  the  Indians, 
A  Treatife  upon  God's  Commandments  j  all  in 
the  Mexican.  Language. 


Father 
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Father  Anthony  £  Avila,  a  Dominican,  his  Art 
of  learning  the  Mexican  Language  ;  and  hi* 
Method  how  to  know  its  true  Elegancy. 

Father  Arnaud  de  Baficio,  a  Francifcan,  his 
Sermons,  Epiftles,  and  Gofpels  for  the  Year  -7 
in  the  Mexican  Language. 

Father  Bernard  de  Sahagven,  a  Francifcan,  his 
double  Annual  Sermons.  His  Annotations  upon 
the  Epiftles  and  Gofpels  for  the  Year.  The 
Pfalms.  His  Life  of  St.  Bernard.  HisTreatife 
how  to  baptize  Children \  all  in  the  Mexican 
Language.  With  a  Didonary  in  three  Co. 
lumns,  viz..  Spanijh,  Latin,  and  Mexican. 

Father  Francis  Ximenes,  a  Francifcan,  his 
Method  and  Dictionary  in  the  Mexican  Lan- 
guage. 

Father  Philip  Diaz,  a  Francifcan,  his  Sermons 
Printed  in  the  Mexican  Language. 

Father  Garcias  de  Cifneros^  a  Franciscan,  his 
Sermons  in  the  Mexican  Language. 

Father  John  de  Mijanguas,  an  Augufnn,  his 
firft  Part  of  Sermons  for  Sundays.  And  the 
Feaftsof  the  Saints  ;  in  the  Mexican  Language  ; 
Printed  in  4-to,  1 5  24. 

Father  John  de  Ribas,  a.  Francifcan,  his  Cate* 
cruTm.  His  Sermon  for  Sundays  throughout 
the  Year.  His  Abridgment  of  the  Lives  of  the 
Saints.  Maxims  of  a  Chriftian  Life  *,  all  Pub- 
lifh'd  in  the  Mexican  Language. 

Father  John  de  Garnae,  a  Francifcan,  his  Dia- 
logues, upon  the  Paflion  of  Jefits  Chrift  ;  and 
fome  other  Dialogues  in  the  Mexican  Lan- 
guage. 

Father  John  Baptijl,  a  Francifcan,  his  Practice 
of  Morals,  for  the  Benefit  of  the  Indians,  and 
for  the  Inftrudion  of  their  Children  \  Printed 
in8vo,  in  1601,  in  the  Mexican  Language. 

Father 
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Father  'John  deAyoru,  a  Francifca„  b'is  Tr' 

ighueaSraraen£of  the  Altar'  *&232 

v  JSlfrf  ZcT"  ^Df*  a  ^""cifcan,  his  pro. 

His  Catechifm  and  Contempt  of  the  Wodrt 
tranflated  into  the  fame  Language.  d' 
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INDEX. 

A. 

ir  A  ME  R 1CA,  an  tunes  at  Sea,  127.  ^ 
XX  Account  of  the  lexanderVl.  [Pope]de» 
firft  Difcoveries  made   cides  the  Differences 

in  that  Part  of  the  between  the  Caftilians 

World,         Page  39  and  Portuguefes,  con- 

* — -  Great  Mortality  cerning   the  Naviga- 

of  Spaniards,  65  tion  of  the  New  World 

•        New  Difcoveres  i-2p.    Mora  £  Juan  2 

in  the  Southern  Parts,  his  Piracies,  1 54.  ; 
81  — ExcefliveHeats, 

—A  violent  Cur-  B. 
rent,Ss — -Entertain- 
ment of  the  Spaniards,       BAD  A  GH/O  ZZO 

$4—  The  great  Sur-  ^GonfakzT\  an  Account 

prife  the  People   of  of  his  Expedition  into 

thefe  Parts  were  in,  theSouthSeas,i5p.^r- 

on  Sight  of  the  Euro-  zillo,  a  Dog  fo  call'd, 

peans,  104*  — - —  Avia  his  Miraculous  Senfe 

(Pedro)  is  madeGover-  and  A&ions,  297. 
iiour  of  the  Indies,  an 
Account  of  liisMisfor* 
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CHRISTOPHER 
COLVMBVS.hisBivth 

andEducation,  37  

His  firft  DeilgnofDi- 
fcovering   the  New 

World,  38.  Offers 

his  Service  to  theRing 
of  Portugal,  who  re- 
jected it,  39. .  — He 
withdraws  into  Spain, 
where  his  Project  is  em- 

brac'd,  ibid.   His 

firft   Difcovery,  41. 

-  What  further 

Difcoveries  he  made 
after  Thirty  Days  Sail, 

?i  •  After  feveral 

Voyages  returns  to 
HifpanroU,  where  he 
builds  a  fmall  Town 
and  Fort,  and  fends 
Twelve  Ships  laden 
with  Rich  Commodi- 
ties, and  fbme  Ingeni- 
ous Men  to  inform  the 
King  Of  Spam  of  his 
Difcoveries  already 

made,  59.  Theno- 

table  Speech  of  an  old 
Indian  to  him,  and  his 
Anf\ver,tf2.— — What 
Methods  he  made  Ule 
of  to  oblige  ihtCaci<jues 
(of  Peity  Kings  of  the 


Indians)  to  pay  Tri- 
bute to  the  King  of 
Spain,  65.  —Returns 
to  Spam  to  give  the 
King  an  Account  of 
his  Proceedings,  78. 

■Sets  out  again 
upon  new  Difcoveries, 
and  goesSouthward,8i 

 Is  remanded  back 

to  Spain  by  the  King, 

8.4.    After  two 

Years  ft  ay  there  he 
fets  out  again,  and 
makes  feveral  new  Di- 
fcoveries^. — Finds 
great  Treafure,  and 
ftrangeCreatures  fuch 
as  he  had  never  before 
feen,  102  With- 
draws to  Jamaica,  but 
fufFers  much  in  hisPaf- 
fage  thither,  from 
thence  returns  to  Spam 
to  give  the  King  an 
Account  of  his  laft 
Difcoveries,  106 
His  Death.  Leaves  be- 
hind him  feveral  Ma- 
nufcripts,  an  Account 
of  them,  108. 

Canary  I/lands,BZTbZ' 
rousCultomsof  the  In- 
habitants,- 41. — The 
general  Enmity  that 
is  among  them,  42 — 
Fertility  of  the  Coun- 
try, 
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try,  45-   Their 

Syftem  of  Govern- 
ment, Religion,  Man- 
ners, Habits,  Food, 
Dwellings,  Marriages, 
Way  of  Divorce,  and 
Art  of  Embalming  the 
Dead,  48. 

C*»*Wj,orMaii-Ea- 
tcrs  defcrib'd,  54, 270. 
 A  Sharp  Engage- 
ment between  them 
and  the  Spaniards,  57. 

Chiapa  a  very  plen- 
tiful Country,  a  De- 
fcriptionof  it,  and  the 
Inhabitants,  100. 

Colmsnar,  CCapt.  Ro- 
derick"] hisAdventures, 
and  the  Misfortunes 
lie  met  with  in  his 
Voyages,  113- 

Com&gor,  fan  Indian 
Princef  turns  Ghri- 
ftian  with  his  whole 
Family,  121.  A  Mi- 
racle, 125. 

Cumana,  ftrange  fort 
of  Birds  there,  128. 

Cajlilia,  Produ&s  of 
it,  wild  Beafts  and 
Monfters,  132. 

Cabot  £Sebafiia?i}  an 
Account  of  his  Difco- 
veries,  153. 

Coco  Tree  defcrib'd, 
itsKature  andUfe,2i  1 
"  St,  O^U^and  of 3 
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defcrib'd,  with  fome 
particular  Obfervatl- 
ons  on  it,  298. 

Cortez.  f  Ferdinand  ] 
is  fent  to  make  New 
Difcoveries,  302-  — ^ 
Is  made  Governour  of 
New  Spain ,  304. — — 
His  Account  of  the 
Difcovery  of  New 
Spain,  and  of  the  molt 
Remarkable  things  in 

it,  332. 

Cubagua  C  or] 
its  Situation  and  Gu- 
riofities,  511.  —  A 
dreadful  Earthquake, 
318. 

CiW«/*ec4/,  two  pro- 
digious Mountains 
there  defcrib'd,  34K 

D. 

DARIEN,  built  by 
Encifo,  112. 

St.  Domingo  C  City 
of]  deicrib'd,i&7,249> 

Devil,  The  Indian 
Opinion  of  him,  198. 


FERRO,  Cliland  of  ] 
no  Spring,  River, 
Fountain,  Rain  or  o- 
ther    Water  there, 

C  c  2  Vpr* 
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Fernand  D'  Oviedo  Manner  of 
•elates  what  he  found 


i 

molt  remarkable  in 
the  New  World,  to 
the  Emperour  Charles 
V.  185. 

Funeral  Ceremonies 
us'd  at  the  Burial  of 
the  Caciques,  198. 

Fifties,  a  monftrous 
Sort,  defcrib'd,  221. 
285.  Sea  and  Ri- 
ver Fifli,  284. 
G. 

GEESE  [wild]  de~ 
fcrib'd,  the  Manner  of 
the  Indians  taking 
them,  192. 

H. 

HERNANDEZ  [of 
Oviedo}  an  Account 
of    his  Difcoveries, 

150. 

Hifpaniola,  a  De- 
fcription  of  it,  with 
an  Account  of  its 
firft  Inhabitants,  Ri- 
vers, Lakes,  and  Pro- 
duds,  167.  .  , 

Of  of  the  Churches 
and  Clergy  there , 
249. 

I. 

INDIANS jMv  way 
of  Living,  Cuftoms, 
Religion,  greatRiches, 
Boats  and  Houfes  de- 
fcrib'd, 54.  -Their 


getting 

Blood,  200  odd 

Way  ot  finking  Fire, 

214.  ■        Manner  of 

digging  for  Gold,  and 
preparing  it  forUfe, 

219  Their  Way 

ofFifhing,  222.— Are 
great  Swimmers,  223. 
—  How  they  were  im- 
posed upon  by  Colum- 
bus  in  foretelling  them 
anEclipfeoftheMoon, 

248.  Make  a  great 

Ma  fiacre  of  the  Spa- 
mards,2$4.<—.  Theft 
feverely  punifli'd  by 

them,  256.  Their 

Way  of  making  Aqua, 

Vitdt^  281.  Very 

unwilling  to  difcover 
their  Secrets  in  Phy- 

fick,  282.  Their 

Way  of  catching  Pa- 
roquets, 309. 

Jamaica  ,  Rarities 
found  in  that  Ifland, 

60,  306.  Natives 

defcrib'd,  peculiar  way 
of  Fifhing,  61.  . 
Battel  between  them 
and  the  Spaniards,  6j. 

-  A  terrible  Storm, 

68.—  Great  Riches 

found,  70.  Habit 

of  a  Cacique  and  his 

Concubines,  7 1 .  —  * 

Defcription    of  the 
Wife 
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,^Wfc  of  a  Cacique y  and 
the  great  Sway  jhe 
had  among  thelndiar?sy 
and  how  kindly  me 
entertain'd  the  Euro- 
peans, 72.  — ; —  Re- 
ception of  theGover- 
nour,  73. — —  Ano- 
bleEntertainment,and 
their  Curious  Way  of 
Drefling  Snakes,  75, 
-—Their  great  Admi- 
ration of  a  Ship,  76. — 
Curious  Beds/bid.*- — - 
Indians  routed,  and  fe- 
Veral  of  their  Caciques 
taken  Their  man- 
ner of  Wormiping  I- 
piages,  125. 

St.  John  [Ifland  of] 
defcrib'd ,  Maffacres 
there,  1 30.  Cer- 
tain curious  and  rare 
Obfervations  concern- 
ing it,  and  how  Con- 
quer'd  by  the  Europe- 
ans, 292. 

Indian  Women  , 
Character  of  them  , 
what  Methods  they 
take  in  Child-birth, 
173  -Their  Re- 
ligion, 174.  Odd 

Notions  and  Opini- 
ons, 177.  —  How 

they  are  manag'd  in 
Sicknefs  by  their  Phy- 
fidans,  180.  . 


NDEI 

IJabelU  CCity  of] 
sji  Account  of  its  firft 
Foundation,  307. 
M. 

MADERAm^  oil 
defcrib'd,  the  manner 
of  their  making  Su- 
gar, 44. 

Mariatambd  [Pro-* 
vinceof]ftrangeMon- 
Iters  there,  98. 

Mufak,  what  won- 
derful Effects  it  has 
upon  the  Indians,  1 5  5. 

Monfirous  Birth,  27 1  „ 

Miraculous  Delive- 
rances at  Sea,  323. 

Montezuma  £  King 
of  the  Indies']  his  great 

Power,  336.   His 

Speech  and  SubmifTion 
to  Cortezi,  343.  -  — . 

Is  Imprifon'd  ,  345. 

  His  fecond  Ad- 

drefs  to  his  own  Sub- 
jects,whereinhe  wholly 
refigns  his  Sovereignty 

to  Spain,  347.——  i 

Raifes  thirty  two  Mil- 
lions and  four  hundred 
Pounds  for  the  King 
of  Spates  Ufe,  and  va- 
riety of  other  Pre- 
fents,  348. 

Mexico  £  Province 
of]  defcrib'd,  349.-— 
Method  ofTrade,3$o 
No 
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NINO  IJLPHQN? 
SO]  departs  from  Spain 
to  difcover  New  Coun- 
tries, 89.  —  His  Ac- 
count  of  the  Indians, 
and  Defcription  of  the 
Country,  90.  —The 
Way  they  make  Ufe 
of  to  prefer  ve  Dead  Bo- 
dies by  Broiling  them, 

Nunez.  [Vafio}  di- 
fcovers  great  Trea- 
fure,  and  is  very  fuc- 
cefsful  in  his  Enter- 
prifes,  121.—  His 
Expedition  to  the 
South  Seas,  133.——. 
Has  great  Homage 

paid  him,  134.  ■* 

Penetrates  as  far  as 
the  Province  of  Efca- 
ragua,  where  the  In- 
dian's attack  him ;  he 
afterwards  difcovers 
the  South  Seas  from  a 
high  Mountain,  135. 
V ,." ;  Does  fevere 
Jdftice  upon  divers 
Sodomites,  135. 
Takes  PofTeffion  of  the 
Southern  Coaft,  *39'. 


— —  His  unfortunate 

Expedition  up  an  un- 
known River,  where 
he  narrowly  efcapM 
his  Life,  140.- — Re- 
turns to  Darien,  144. 

■Meets  greatDif- 
ficulties  in  his  March, 

147.  Surprifes  an 

Indian  King  with  eigh- 
ty  of  his  Concubines, 

14.3.  is  conftitu- 

ted  General  of  Darien, 
.— — Difcovers  the 
Spice  IJlands,  164.  * 
His    Speech    to  his 

Companions,  165.  • 

The  Governour  re- 
calls him  back  to  Da- 
rieh,  and  unjuftlycafts 
him 'into  Prifon,  con- 
demns and  beheads 
him,  1 66. 


P. 


PINZON^A  Arias 
his  Nephew  ,  their 
Adventures  and  Di- 
fcoveries,  9%.  — • 
Their  Return  back  to 
Spain,  99. 

Pearls    £  Mand  of  ] 
defcrib'd,  1  $7.  ■ 
Nature  of  them,  159. 

 How 
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S—  How  to  know 
good  TeaHs,  318. 

Pence,  [Capt.  Juan"} 
his  Adventures,  162. 

Panama,  built  by  Pe- 
dro Avia,  16*7.  — 
Wonderful  Bridge  de* 
fcrib'dyiijV 

QVINCEDO  and 
Colmenar  return  into 
Spain  to  inform  the 
King  of  their  New 
Difcoveries,  124. 

Qualpapoca  an  Indi- 
an Prince,  his  Son, and 
feveral  others  Impri- 
ibn'd,  346.'  >They 
are  burnt  alive  for 
Murdering  fome  Spa- 
maidsn  ibid, 

R. 

kOLDAN,  Great 
Villanies  committed 
by  him,  his  Infolence, 
78.  Caufes  a  Re- 
bellion, 80. 

S. 

STAIN  LKing  of] 
by  a  Complaint  fends 
a  New  Governour  ih- 
%Q  the  Weft  Indies  1  with 


Orders  that  Admiral 
Columbus  and  his  Bro- 
ther fhould  be  fent 
Prifoners  into  Spain, 
84.—  Having  heard 
the  Cafe  of  Columbus, 
on  his  Arrival,  the 
King  fends  Orders 
that  the  Complainants 
ihouldbe  feverelyPu- 

nim'd,8o.  Orders 

Alonfo  de  Hojeda  and 
Diego  de  Nicuejja  to 
plant  Colonies  in  the 

New  World,  109.  

What  great  Slaugh- 
ter ttey  made  of  the 
Indians,  in. 

Spaniards  defeated 
by  the  Indians,  ibid. 

Solis  [Juan}  the  un- 
fortunate Adventures 
of  him  and  his  Com- 
panions, 161, 

Salvages,  or  Wild- 
Men,  ftrange  Relati- 
ons of  them,  172. 

Sirpents  of  feveral 
Sorts  defcrib'd,  of 
which  the  Indians  make 
Ragouts,  191.  . 

Suarez  de  Medina  del 
Gampo  ,  fingly  routs 
three  Hundred  Indi- 
ans, 294. 

Scolopender  and  other 
Infe&s  defcrib'd,  289* 
TV 


The  I 

T. 

TENER/FE  [Peak 
of]  defcrib'd,  43.  — , 
Account  of  the  Ifland 
anditsProdutf:tons,rich 
Malmfey  Wine  made 
there,  46. 

Tumacco^  great  plen- 
ty of  Deer  there,  1 57. 

Tequina\  or  Conju- 
rors, an  Account  of 
them,  1P4. 

Tempefi,  a  great  one, 
wherein  were  loft 
twenty  fix  Spanilh 
Ships,  24.6. 

Trees  of  fo  poifo- 
nous  aNature,  that  its 
prefent  Death  to  lit 
under  them,  276.— 
Of  various  Sorts  de- 
fcrib'd, which  are 
Wholly  apply'd  to  Me- 
dicinal Ufes,  278. 

Tafcaltetd  £City  of] 
and  adjacent  Country 
defcrib'd,  33^ 

Tern! flit a??[_C\ty  of] 
defciib'd,  34.2,  349. 
*  *  An  Account  of 


its  curious  Buildings, 
Mosks,.  Religion  of 
the  Inhabitants,  chr. 
3  si. 

V. 

VENEREAL  Di- 
ft*fey  its  Rife  and  Pro- 
grefs,  212. 

W. 

WEST  Indies,  Na« 
tural  Hiftoryof,  185. 

-  Different  Kinds 
of  Animals  found  there, 

202,283  Gold  and 

Silver  Mines  defcri- 
bed,  Rivers  and  o- 
ther  Curiofities,  263. 

*  -Plants  and  Fruits 

a  Defcription,  of  their 
Nature  and  XJfe,  273. 

■ — —  Sea  Wolves  de- 
fcrib'd 286,329-Birds 
of  different  Kinds,  ib, 

—  Infeds  of  fe- 
veral  Sorts  ,  288, 
— — ■  Worms  in  the 
Indian  Seas,  an  Ac- 
count of  them,  319.' 
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